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INTRODUCTION. 


XF  the  Annals  of  the  London  East-India  Company,  jrom  chap.  it. 
its  foundation,  to  its  re-estabHshment  at  the  Restoration,  have  i«ire^ciun. 
exhibited  the  enterprizes  and  perseveranee  of  a  commercial  ofihegenerai 
nation,  the  AnnaJs  of  this  Company,  from  the  Restoration  to  d*^*^a^i„"" 
the  Revolution,  in  1688,  will  open,  on  a  larger  scale,  the  firsthand  m- 
progress  of  the  same  commercial  and  political  interests.  of"the^'ora- 

Iq  the  first  of  these  periods,  an  authorised  and  profitable  nau! ' 
commerce  to  the  reahn,  intrusted  to  a  Company  of  privileged 
Merchants,  has  been  discovered  to  be  exposed  to  opposition 
and  to  oppression,  not  only  by  an  European  ally,  and  com- 
mercial rival,  in  the  East-Indies,  but  by  the  insidious  inter- 
ference of  Private  Traders,  sometimes  licensed,  and,  at  other 
times,  protected  by  the  Crown,  irom  which  the  chartered  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Company  had  issued ;  and  yet  this  Com- 
pany, amid  such  foreign  and  domestic  burdens,  by  its  pru- 
dence, and  by  its  fortitude,  preserved  to  the  kingdom  a  right 
to  a  great  foreign  trade,  and  what,  in  later  times,  will  be 
B  2  deemed 
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:d  more  valuable,  aa  extensive  and  productive  outlet  to 
lal  enterprize  and  industry. 

n  the  period  which  we  are  about  to  review,  we  have 
Dw  the  Ijondon  East-India  Company,  by  their  exertiomi 
lublic  spirit,  preserving  the  same  valuable  sources  of 
n-'ity  to  their  country,  in  times  when  its  constitution, 
lien  its  relations  with  the  continental  maritime  powers, 
frequently  unhinged  ;  and  when  their  trade  and  foreign 
islunents  were  again  to  be  upheld,  by  their  own  steady 
2rsevering  character,  favoured  by  the  Crown,  which  had 
ad  them  to  their  rights  and  privil^es. 
^o  bring  under  review  the  Annals  of  the  Ix>ndon  East- 
Company,  during  this  eventful  period,  it  may  be  proper, 
general  manner,  to  advert  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
lean  maritime  powers,  and  to  the  political  and  com- 
3,1  characters  of  the  countries  within  the  Company's 
,  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  wisdom,  or  the 
cability  of  the  London  East-India  Company's  efforts,  to 
ish,  and  to  maintain,  the  possession  of  their  commercial 
IS,  and  their  connexions  with  the  powers  by  whom  those 
ries  were  governed. 

Vith  this  preliminary  knowledge,  we  can  continue  the 
s  of  the  Company,  and  be  qualified  to  draw  from  them, 
the  preceding  Chapter}  political  and  commercial  Besults, 
ting  the  real  state  of  Indian  affairs,  at  the  sera  of  the 
lent  of  the  constitution  of  Great--Britain. 

In 
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^^^^J'}\'  over  those  of  the  other  European  maritime  kingdoms  and 
riiro  uuun^  states ;  and,  what  is  memorable  in  this  transaction,  is,  that 
the  establishment  of  power,  in  this  instance,  was  accommo^ 
dated  to  the  preservation  and  extension  of  commerce.  The 
wisdom  of  this  measure  was  so  positive,  that,  at  the  Resto- 
ration of  the  Monarchy  (which,  with  narrow  and  unin- 
structed  minds,  would  have  led  to  a  contradiction  of  a  sys- 
tem devised  by  rebels),  it  was  deemed  wise  and  prudent,  as 
one  of  the  first  measures,  to  adopt  this  Navigation  System, 
as  one  which,  in  its  spirit  as  well  as  in  its  practice,  had  been 
the  source  of  the  commercial  and  naval  glory  of  Great-Britain, 
It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  notwithstanding  the 
political  wisdom  which  could  devise  this  system,  the  Usurper 
failed  in  the  means  which  could  carry  it  into  practice ;  for 
though  jealous  of  the  Dutch,  whose  commercial  encroach- 
ments in  the  West  and  in  the  East-Indies  had  narrowed,  if 
BOt  crushed,  the  English  interests  in  both,  he  engaged  in 
wars  with  that  people  (the  natural  ally  of  these  realms);  and 
though  he  obtained  reparation  for  commercial  and  political 
aggressions,  yet,  in  those  proceedings,  without  probably  in- 
tending to  do  so,  he  increased  the  means  of  France  (the  na- 
tural   enemy  of  England),  and  allowed  her  to  add  to  her 

northern    frontier,    possessions    wrested  from   Spain,    which 

# 

opened  an  entrance  to  her  ships  into  the  Narrow  Seas,  and 
lessened  the  barrier  against  her  future  aggrandizement.     This 
political  error  is  the  more  remarkable,  from  the  considera- 
tion. 
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CHAP.IL    that,  from  the  date  of  the  refusal  to  accept  his  mediation, 
introduciion.  whatever  places  the  Dutch  might  conquer  from  the  Portuguese, 

the  forces  of  the  King  were  to  assist  in  recovering.  <^> 

Two  leading  objects,  at  this  juncture,  appear  equally  to 
have  guided  the  English  councils,  and  both  were  intimately 
connected  with  the  preceding  treaty :— on  the  one  hand,  Charles 
wished  to  support  Portugal,  in  recovering  its  weight  in  the 
political  balance  of  Europe,  against  any  depression  it  might 
experience  from  Spain  ;  and,  on  the  other,  to  check  any 
farther  encroachments  of  the  Dutch,  on  the  Portuguese 
Asiatic  possessions.  These  objects  were  wise  and  politic, 
considered  in  themselves ;  but  improvident  and  impracticable, 
under  the  political  and  commercial  relations  between  England, 
Spain,  France,  and  the  States  General.  Spain  was  in  posses* 
sion  of  the  Netherlands,  and,  in  fact,  of  the  barrier  between 
France  and  the  States: — ^France,  at  this  juncture,  had  no 
Asiatic  interests,  and,  therefore,  no  poHtical  antipathy  to  Por- 
tugal : — ^the  States  General  had  Asiatic  interests,  and  these 
were  not  more  opposed  to  the  renovation  of  the  Portuguese 
power  and  trade,  than  to  the  progress  of  the  trade  of  the 
London  East-India  Company: — so  that,  at  home,  Charles 

had 

^  I  )«.Original  Ratification,  by  the  King  of  Portagal,  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Commerce  between  England  and  Portugal,  and  of  Marriage  between  King  Charles  11. 
and  the  Infanta  Catherine  of  Portugal  *,  with  the  Secret  Articles,  relative  to  King  Charles 
mediating  a  Peace  between  Portugal  and  the  States  General :  concluded  at  Whitehall, 
23d  June  l66l.     (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 
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CHAP.  II.  equally  of  England  and  the  States  Greneral.  The  urgency  of 
Introduction,  this  Circumstance  led  to  the  Triple  Alliance  between  Eng- 
land^ Holland^  and  Sweden,  the  accession  of  which  last 
power  can  only  be  traced  to  so  remote  a  cause  as  the  Spanish 
interests  in  the  Netherlands,  in  which  the  combined  forces 
were  to  repel,  and  keep  in  check,  the  armies  of  France. 

This  event,  or  the  Triple  Alliance,  proceeded  from  the 
conduct  of  Louis  XIV.,  who,  at  the  time  he  was  negotiating 
the  Treaty  of  Breda,  and  publicly  in  alliance  with  Holland, 
was  making  rapid  conquests  of  the  towns  in  Spanish  Flanders, 
and  approaching  the  Dutch  frontier.  This  measure  induced 
England  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  Defensive  Alliance  with  the 
States  General,  dated  23d  January  1668,  and  with  Sweden, 
(influenced  by  Spain),  to  stop  the  French  conquests,  if  not 
to  recover  them,  as  forming  a  part  of  the  barrier.  By  this 
treaty,  England  and  the  States  united  those  very  fleets 
against  France,  which  had  improvidently  been  employed  to 
destroy  each  other,  and  stipulated  the  military  forces,  (six 
thousand  foot  and  four  hundred  horse  each,}  with  which  they 
w^re  to  defend  the  Netherlands.  To  this  treaty  the  King  oS 
Sweden  acceded,  on  the  25th  April  ]  668.(0 

The 

(1)— Original  Treaty  of  Defensive  Alliance  between  Charles  II.  and  tbe  State 
General,  dated  23d  January  1668,  with  Separate  Articles  and  Ratifications.——* 
Original  Treaty  of  Triple  Alliance,  between  £ngland,  Holland,  and  Sweden,  dated  25th 
April  1668,  with  Separate  Articles  and  Ratifications.  (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper 
Office.) 
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CHAP-ii.  this  treaty  gave  Spain  the  alternatire,  only,  of  renewing  ita 
Jtroducinm.  claims  to  the  late  French  conquests,  or  of  narrowing  its  fron- 
tier from  Dunkirk,  in  a  line  to  the  Bishoprick  of  Leige, 
which  last  alternative  was  accepted  by  Spain,  by  the  IVeaty 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  between  France  and  Spain,  2d  May 
1668 :  France,  thus,  gained  the  only  advantage,  while  the 
other  powers  were  left  in  a  narrower  situation^  to  resist  the 
future  aggressions  of  that  CroMno.tO 

In  this  state  of  the  European  balance,  England  formed 
treaties  of  commerce  with  Denmark  and  with  Spain,  to  ad"- 
just  the  disputes  in  America,  and  in  the  West- Indies ;  while 
France,  which,  in  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  bad  evi- 
dently no  other  view  than  to  extend  its  frontier,  persuaded 
Charles  into  an  alliance,  for  the  subjugation  and  division  of 
the  United  Provinces  j  still  leaving  the  flimsy  pretext,  of  al- 
lowing the  Spanish  barrier  to  remain :  but  if  this  conquest  had 
been  made,  that  barrier  would  no  longer  have  been  of  any  value. 
That  Charles  was  deceived  by  Louis  XIV.  m  this  transaction, 
appears,  from  the  frivolous  reasons  assigned  by  him,  for  the  war^ 
viz.  the  irregular  proceedings  of  the  Dutch,  at  Surinam  and 
the  East-Indies,  which  had  obliged  him  to  join  with  Frimce 


fl) — Original  Treaty  between  Eoglaud,  Holland;  and  France,  for  mediating  a  Peace 
lielween  France  and  Spain,  concluded  at  St.  Germain -en -Laje,  isth  April  i66B,  with. 

Separate  Article  and  Ralificalioni. Original  Treaty  of  Peace  bctweea  France  and 

Spain,  by  the  mediation  of  Holland  and  England,  concluded  at  Ais-la-Cbapelle,  2d. 
May  1668,  with  Separate  Artidei  and  Ratifications.  (Pseserred  in  the  SUte  Paper  Office.) 
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in  subverting  that  very  power,  in  Europe,  which,  from  the  reign    chap.  it. 
of  Elizabeth,  had  been  the  means  of  upholding  the  indepen-  introduction. 
dence,   and  balancing   the  powers   of  the  greater  European 
states ;  while  the  pretext  of  Louis  XIV.  was  only,  that  his 
farther  toleration  of  the  interferences  of  the  Dutch  with  the 
greater  powers  of  Europe,  was  inconsistent  with  his  glory.  <^> 

The  war,  of  course,  between  France  and  England  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  States  General,  on  the  other,  took  place. 
In  this  detail,  it  is  necessary  only  to  state,  that  the  French  army 
made  a  conquest  of  the  provinces  of  Guelderland  and  Utrecht, 
while  the  troops  of  the  Bishop  of  Munster  (the  ally  of  England) 
took  possession  of  Overyssel,  Zutphen,  and  Groningen,  leaving 
to  the  States  General  the  provinces  of  Holland  and  Zealand 
only ;  and  that  the  battle  of  Solebay,  whether  considered  as  a 
victory  or  as  a  defeat,  weakened  the  maritime  powers,  whose 
union  and  efibrts  had,  hitherto,  averted  the  universal  monar* 
chy  projected  by  France. 

The  projects  of  Charles  II.  and  Louis  XIV.  were  not 
confined,  at  this  crisis,  to  the  destruction  of  the  States  Gre^ 
neral,  as  a  sovereignty,  in  Europe,  but  went  to  the  subver- 
sion 

(1) — Original  Ratification  by  the  King  of  Denmark  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with 
England^  concluded  at  Copenhagen^  J  1th  July  i670«— —  Original  Treaty  between 
England  and  Spain,  relative  to  America  and  the  West-Indies,  concluded  at  Madrid,  18tb 
July  1670. Original  Treaty  of  Alliance  between  Louis  XIV.  and  Charles  II.,  con- 
cluded at  Whitehall,  12th  February  1672,  with  Secret  Articles  and  Ratifications.  (Pre- 
served in  the  State  Paper  Office.) English  and  French  Declarations  of  War  against 

Holland,  dated  17th  March  and  6th  April  \G72. 
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CHAP.ii.  aion  of  their  powef  and  commerce  in  the  East-Indies ; — ^with 
inindneiuM.  ^jjjg  yjew,  a  pFoject  of  a  treaty  was  concerted,  fin-  bringing 
in  the  Prince  of  Portugal  to  be  a  party  in  the  war,  both  that 
he  might  have  the  temptation  of  recovering  the  possessions 
in  the  East-Indies^  of  which  the  Dutch  had  dispossessed 
that  Crown,  and  that  he  might  be  secured  agunst 
farther  losses  of  territories,  or  commerce,  in  that  distant 
quarter. 

By  this  project,  France  was  to  furnish  ten  ships  of  war, 
England  ten,  and  Portugal  twenty  gallies  and  gallions : — the 
fleets  were  first  to  seize  on  the  Dutch  colony  at  Saldanha 
Bay;  they  were  then  to  rendezvous  at  Goa;  Cochin  and 
Cannanore  were  to  be  conquered,  and  restored  to  Portugal ; 
Ceylon  was  next  to  be  reduced;  Panto  de  Grall^  ceded  to 
England,  N^ambo  to  France,  and  Columbo  to  Portugal,  and 
the  cinnamon  trade  to  be  equally  divided ;  Polaroon  and  Am> 
boyna  were  to  be  obtained  for  England';  and,  in  the  event 
of  Spain  attacking  Portugal,  France  and  England  were  to 
unite  their  arms  in  its  defence  ;  and  this  treaty  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  a  commercial  treaty  between  England  and  Por- 
tugal. This  transaction  was  to  be  kept  secret,  till  the  combined 
fleets  should  put  to  sea.  ('> 

Duiing 

(1)— Project  of  an  Offtniire  and  Defeniive  Treatj  between  England,  France,  and 
Portugal,  againit  the  SUtea  General.  1673. Project  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  be- 
tween England  and  Portugal,  Janaar^  1673.    (Freserred  in  the  Stale  Paper  Office.) 
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Si^j^^-  December  1674 :   but  it  was  not  till  the  18th  of  March  fol- 
inintductton.  i(„yjj,g^  tijat  they  fixed,   in  general  terms,  to  refer  the  disputes 
to  an  arbiter,  and  agreed,  that  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  had  been  fulfilled.(>> 

These  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  between  England 
and  the  States,,  in  fact,  only  delivered  the  Dutch  from  one  of 
their  most  powerful  opponents,  but  left  the  barrier  of  the 
Netherlands  exposed  to  the  armies  of  France ;  and  as  it  was 
followed  by  a  commercial  treaty  between  Charles  IX.  and 
Louis  XIV.,  an  opportunity  was  given,  to  supply  the  French 
fleet  with  naval  stores,  to  enable  them  to  combat  with,  and 
destroy  the  Dutch  navy ;  an  evil,  which,  had  it  taken  place, 
would  have  probably  rendered  the  fleet  of  France  superior 
to  that  of  England,  and  not  only  destroyed  the  balance 
among  the  European  powers,  but  endangered  the  marine  and 
commerce  of  Great-Britain.  The  marriage,  however,  of  the 
Prince  of.  Orange  with  the  Princess  Mary,  the  King's  niece, 
produced  a  more  strict  alliance  with  the  States  General; 
and  the  talents  of  that  Prince,  who  now  began  to  be  con- 
sidered 

{!)— Original  Cominiuion  from  the  S(2lei  General  to  the  Mwqui)  del  Fresno,  (o 

nicdiate'^  a  Peace  between  England  and  Holland,    nth  Februaiy  1S74. Original 

Ratification  of  the  Treaty  of   Peace  between  England    and  Holland,     concluded  at 

Weatminjter,  l  lib  December  1 674. Original  Marine  Treaty  between  England  and 

Holtand,  concluded  at  Weatminater,  11th  December  1674,  with  tie  Ratification  and 

Agreement*. OriginJ  Declaration  of  the  Engliib  and  Dutch  PlenJpoleDliariea,  re- 

•pecting  the  fulfilment  of  tbe  Ninth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  relative  to  the  Eatt* 
JodiOT.    (Preaerred  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 
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sidered  as  the  Preserver  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  brought   CHAP.  ii. 
forward  the  Congress  of  Nimeguen,  Iq  1678,  for  the  general  tniroduttioH. 
pacification  of  Europe,  under  the  mediation  of  England  and 
HoUand. 

The  treaty  between  France  and  Holland  was  signed  at 
Nimeguen,  10th  August ;  that  between  France  and  Spain,  on 
the  17th  September  1678  ;  and  that  between  France  and  the 
Emperor,  on  the  3d  February  1679/>) 

It  does  not  appear,  that  Charles,  during  the  remainder  of 
his  reign,  made  any  alterations  in  the  relations  established 
by  the  Treaty  of  Nimeguen,  between  England  and  foreign 
powers;  for  though  he  did  not  recede  from  his  partiality 
towards  France,  yet  he  had  either  become  too  indolent,  or 
too  absorbed  in  pleasure,  again  to  risk  the  perilous  results 
of  uncertain  war. 

There  did  not  occur,  during  the  short  reign  of  James  II.,  During  th« 

reign  of  K.iD{ 

any  event  affecting  theforeign  relations  of  England,  except  the  James  11. 
treaty  with  Louis  XIV.,  for  a  neutrality  in  America,  dated  16th 
November  1686,  by  which  the  foreign  possessions  of  the  two 
Crowns  (even  in  the  event  of  a  war)  were  to  be  left  unmolested 
by  either ;  and  as  the  French  were,  at  this  time,  beginning  to 
form  a  trade  and  factories  in  the  East-Indies,  this  neutrality 
VOL.  II.  E  was 

(I)— Printed  Copy  of  the  Treaty  Marine  between  England  and  France,  Uili  February 

1677. Original  Treaty  of  Defensive  Alliance  between  England,  and  for   procuring  a 

general  Peace,  26th  January  I678 ;  with  the  original  Separate  Articlei  and  Ratifications; 
and  printed  Copies  of  the  Treaties  of  Nimcgiten,  I678.  (Preserred  in  the  State  Paper 
Office.) 
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^"^/'J''  ^^^  deemed,  by  Louis  XIV.,  favourable  to  bis  project  of 
aho  ac/iea.  ^^.^jg  jj^  jj^g  couutries  witbin  the  JLondon  Company's  limits ; 
anticipating,  that,  as  he  might  there  be  opposed  by  the  Dutch, 
his  relations  with  England  would  be  sufficient  to  aflRird 
protection  to  his  subjects  or  factories  in  that  distant  quarter. 
This  scheme,  however,  as  well  as  the  obvious  intentions  of 
France,  to  aggrandize  itself  in  Flanders,  Grermany,  and 
Holland,  was  the  source  of  the  league  of  the  Gennau  Princes, 
at  Augsburgh,  formed,  at  this  time,  by  the  Prince  of  Orange  ; 
a  measure  which  led  to  the  Revolution,  of  1688,  in  Great- 
Britain.<'> 


Sketch  of  the  H- — ^Having  referred   to  the  pohtical   and   commercial 

commercial    relations  of  Great-Britain  with  the  European  powers,  from 

charactera  of     ,        _.  .  .      «         ,      .  i-     . 

the  Native     the  Restoration,  to  the  Revolution,  as  a  necessary  preliminary 

Powers  in  (he  <•      t_        t        j 

Peninsula  of  to  explain  the    sources  of  the  proceedings  of  the    London 

India,  duriog;  . 

the  reign  of  East -India  Company,  either  in  forming  factories,  or  carrying 

Aumngzebe. 

on  their  commerce,  we  have  to  re-assume  the  historical 
abridgment  of  the  actual  political  state  of  the  countries  within 
their  limits,  that  irom  a  knowledge  of  the  great  facts  regarding 
them,  we  may  measure  the  value  and  the  extent  of  the 
Company's  transactions. 

In 

(1)— Original  Ratification,  b;  Louii  XIV.,  of  the  Treaty  of  Neutrality  in  America, 
■onduded  at  Whitehall,  ]6Lh  November  1686.     (Preteired  ia  the  State  Paper  Office) 


28  INTRODUCTION. 

« 

CHAP.  11.    and,  as  the  reign  of  Aiurungzebe  terminated  only  one  year 
Introduction,  before  the   Union  of   the  London  and   English  East-India 

Companies,  in  I7O8,  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  this  detail 
unbroken,  that  we  may  trace  the  rise  of  those  powers,  in  the 
Peninsula  of  India,  which  appeared  during  this  reign,  partly 
from  the  Hindoo  States  and  Princes  reclaiming  their  indepen- 
dence, and  partly  from  the  officers,  who  had  commanded 
in  the  Mogul  Provinces,  beginning  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
those  lesser  sovereignties,  which  we  shall  find  contributing, 
in  the  sequel,  to  the  subversion  of  the  Empire. 
State  of  the  Aurungzebe  became  Emperor,    under    the  title  of  Al- 

Mogul    Em-  ^ 

pire,   at  the  lumguire  I.,    in  1659,  and  though  Shah  Jehan  lived  deven 

accessioQ     of 

AuruDgzebe.  years  after  his  degradation,  he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  castle  of 

Agra.(*> 

The  dominions  of  the  Moguls,  during  the  period  of  Shah 

« 

Jehan's  confinement,  were  considerably  extended  ;  for,  at  his 
death,  in  1666,  they  stretched  from  Cabul  to  the  Nerbuddah ; 
westward  of  this  river,  to  the  Indus,  and,  to  the  eastward, 
comprehended  Bengal  and  Orissa,  and  in  the  intermediate 
region,  or  the  Decan,  the  countries  of  Brampore,  Aurung* 
abad,  Ahmednagur,  and  Beder,  which  had  been  reduced  and 
consolidated  into  one  government,  bounded  on  the  east,  by 

Bahar, 

(1)— Orme's  Historical  Fragments,  page  3. Dow's  History  of  Hindostan  (Edit. 

1803)  page  275. Rennel' a  Introduction,  page  6l.—  Bernier's  History  of  the  Revo- 
lution in  tbe  Mogul  Empire. Scotf  i  History  of  the  Decan,  vol.  ii,  page  g,  datea  the 

accession  of  Aurungzebe,  in  1657* 
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ctiAT>.  n.  army;  and  his  son,  Soliman,  was  hastening  with  another  to 
ftttroducuon.  joi„  jjim . — awarc  of  the  active  character  of  Soliman,  Aurung- 
zebe  determined  to  destroy  his  army : — he  knew  how  easy  it 
was  to  detach  the  Indian  soldiery  from  their  allegiance,  and  he, 
therefore,  sent  his  emissaries  among  them,  to  work  partly  on 
their  fears,  and  partly  on  their  avarice,  and  succeeded  so  com- 
pletely, that,  in  a  few  weeks,  desertion  became  so  general, 
that  this  army  was  no  longer  formidable. 

This  unexpected  reverse  broke  the  high  spirit  of  Darah, 
who  abandoned  an  advantageous  post,  which  he  had  taken  on 
the  banks  of  the  Bea,  and  retreated  from  the  provinoe  of  La- 
hore.(»> 

Sultan  Sujah,  during  these  transactions,  assembled  a 
considerable  force  at  Allahabad,  and  marched  to  meet  the  army 
of  Aurungzebe: — the  condict  was  long  and  obstinate  : — the 
guards  of  the  Princes,  commanded  by  themselves,  in  person,  en- 
countered each  other,  with  the  most  obstinate  perseverance: — 
victory  at  last  declared  for  Aurungzebe: — after  his  defeat,  Su- 
jah  fled  first  to  Patna,  and  next  to  Mongheer,  and  Aurungzebe 
returned  towards  Delhi,  leaving  his  son,  Mahomed,  to  pursue 
Sujah  with  ten  thousand  horse.*'* 

Darah,  who  had  passed  the  Desert,  ag^n  made  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  head  of  an  army  : — ^in  his  flight,  he  applied 

to 

(i) — Dow'a  History  of  Hindoatan,  vol.  iii.  pages  286.  290j  392.——  fiernier*! 
HUtorjr  of  the  Revolution  in  the  Mogul  Empire. 

(2) — Dow'b  Hiitory  of  Hindoitan,  vol.  iii.j  pages  296 — 30 1.-  -  ■  Orme's  Historical 
Fragments,  note  10.<— —  Bernier*!  Hiitoiy  of  tha  Revolution  in  the  Mogul  Empire: 
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to  Shah  Nawaz,  the  governor  of  the  provmce  of  the  Guzzerat ;   chap.  ii. 
and  was  joined  by  the  troops  of  the  Maha-Rajah,  who  had  lately  introduction. 
revolted  from  Aurungzebe ;  but  this  chief  was  easily  seduced, 
and,  in  an  unexpected  and  critical  moment,  deserted  the  cause 
of  Darah.<'> 

Aurungzebe  approached  the  camp  of  Darah,  who  had 
taken  an  advantageous  position  in  Agimere,  which  was 
fcnrtified  and  defended  by  a  small  body  of  European  artillery, 
composed  of  Portuguese,  French,  and  English,  whom  he  had 
collected  for  this  service.  On  this  occasion,  Aurungzebe  had 
recourse  to  stratagem,  and  having  among  his  followers  two 
Indian  chiefs,  who  had  formerly  been  attached  to  the  army  of 
SoUman,  Darah's  son,  employed  them  in  the  scheme  of  sur- 
prizing his  brother's  camp ; — ^these  men  were  sent  to  Darah, . 

« 

with  professions  of  penitence  for  their  past  treachery,  and 
with  an  ofier  to  betray  Aurungzebe,  as  a  proof  of  their  n6w 
sincerity  : — ^Darah  listened  to  the  plausible  tale,  and  confided 
in  their  promises  : — ^it  was  agreed,  that  they  should  march  out 
of  Aurungzebe's  camp>  as  if  they  intended  to  attack  that  of 
Darah,  and  then  throw  off  the  mask,  and  join  his  army  : — 
Darah,  the  fbUowing.  morning,  beheld  their  approach,  with 
anxious  hopes  of  the  important  change  in  his  favor,  which 
it  wpukL  have  produced : — ^they  marched  up  to  his  trenches,  % 
entered  them  without  opposition,  but,  instead  of  turning  on 

his 

(1)— Dow's  History  of  Hindostan,  vol.  iii.^  pages  308— 315. Orme*8  Histori-- 

•elFragments^  Note  10.<»—  Bermefs  History  of  the  Revolution  io  the  Mogd  £mpire. 
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CHAP.  II.  his  enemy,  opened  a  passage  for  Auningzebe's  army : — a  com- 
introduciion.  plete  defeat  was  the  consequence ;  Darah's  army  was  dispersed^ 
and  his  misfortwies  were  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

Darah  fled  towards  the  Desert  of  Scindi,  where  his 
friends  forsook  him : — after  a  thousand  hardships,  he  reached 
its  other  extremity,  and  took  refuge  with  Jihon*Chan  : — Jihon 
made  fair  promises  to  support  him,  but  secretly  sent  offers  to 
Aurungzebe  to  deliver  him  into  his  power  : — ^Aurungzebe  hesi- 
tated not  a  moment  to  accept  this  offer,  and  Darah  and  his  son 
became  his  prisoners : — as  soon  as  they  were  in  the  tyrant's 
power,  he  conducted  them  to  Delhi,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
led,  with  every  mark  of  ignominy,  in  his  procession  through 
the  streets  of  that  capital,  and  then  employed  two  Afghans, 
to  enter  Darah's  prison  the  following  night,  and  put  him 
to  death,  on  the  11th  September  1659.<*> 

The  fate  of  Sujah  seems  to  have  been  equally  tragical : — 
After  his  defeat,  he  retreated  towards  Tanda,  where  he  had 
made  a  halt,  expecting  to  be  reinforced  with  troops  which 
had  been  levied  in  the  lower  Bengal  ;  to  prevent  a  surpriise 
on  his  camp,  he  had  collected,  like  Darah,  a  small  train  of 
European  artillery,  and  hoped,  by  this  expedient,  to  hold  out, 
till  he  should  bein  force  to  meet  his  enemies  in  the  field.  Ma* 
homed,  whom  Aurungzebe  had  left  to  pursue  his  uncle,  wai 
joined  by  the  Vizier  Jumlah,  and  by  the  greatest  part  of  the 

Imperial 

(1)— Dow*8  History  of  Hindostan,  vol.  iii.,  pagei  3l6 — 334.—  Orme's  HistorU 
cal  Fragments^  Note  10.  —  Bernier's  History. 
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CHAP.  II.  Sujah,    driven  out  of  the  Bengal  provinces,    fled  into 

introduction.  Aracan : — Jumlah,  as  he  could  not  follow  him  into  that  coun-^ 
try,  sent  to  its  Rajah,  and  by  operating,  partly  on  his  fears, 
and  partly  on  his  avarice,  persuaded  him,  first  to  distress  the 
Sultan,  and  then  to  pursue  him  with  a  force,  which  his  few 
followers  could  neither  resist  nor  repel,  and  in  his  flight  he 
was  driven  into  a  river,  where  he  perished.  <*> 

Aurungzebe  had  now  either  enclosed  in  prisons,  or  cut 
off*,  the  pretenders  to  the  Crown,  and,  at  last,  considered 
the  possession  of  it  to  be  secure  : — ^he  soon,  however,  found, 
that  the  same  sources  from  which  he  had  drawn  down  misery 
on  others,  were  about  to  pour  it  on  himself : — ^his  second  son, 
Mahomed  Mauzim,  had  already  secretly  begun  to  indulge  the 
hopes  of  finding  means  and  opportunity  to  dethrone  his 
father  :^ — ^Mau2»m  had  talents  and  hypocrisy,  equal  to  his 
ambition ; — ^for  a  time  he  kept  his  intentions  concealed;  but  as 
they  ripened,  and  were  drawing  near  to  execution,  they  coidd 
not  escape  the  notice  of  Aurungzebe's  emissaries,  nor  be  con«- 
cealed  from  himself: — the  affectation  of  forgiveness  in  the 
father,  was  followed  by  pretensions  of  gratitude  in  the  son  : 
— ^Aurungzebe,  soon  after  this  event,  was  seized  with  a 
fever,  and  this  disorder,  easily  magnified  itself,  in  the  ima- 
gination of  the  Prince,  to  be  dangerous  and  mortal ; — the 

near 

(l)—Dow'i  History  of  Hindostan,  vol.  iii,  pages  336— 352.— —  Orme's  Historical 
Fragments^  pageSp,  Note  31.——  Berniefs  History  of  the  Reyolution  in  the  Mogul 
Eoapire. 
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near  and  unexpected  appearance  of  possessing  the  throne,  chap.  ir. 
convinced  Aurungzebe  that  his  son  was  still  taking  measures  hiroduction. 
to  seize  on  it  :— ^ehah  was  still  alive,  though  in  prison, 
and  Aurungzebe  was  apprehensive,  that  a  war  with  his  son 
might  draw  on  a  new  and  serious  contest ;  and,  therefore, 
had  recourse  to  his  usual  address,  and,  instead  of  using  force, 
extricated  himself  out  of  this  difficulty,  by  a  seeming  reconci- 
liation with  his  son.  Shah  Jehan's  death,  soon  after  this 
event,  relieved  him  from  one  of  his  anxieties,  and  lowered 
Mauzim's  hopes; — ^itwas  the  general  c^inion,  that  he  died 
by  poison,  administered  to  him  by  Aurungzebe's  orders :  be 
that  as  it  may,  Aunmgzebe  made  this  event  subservient  to  a 
«cheme  of  recommending  himself  to  his  subjects,  by  preten- 
sions to  filial  aifection,  and  compunction  for  his  past  crimes.  ('> 

The  second  object  of  Aurungzebe's  reign  was  to  reduce  His  second 
the  Decan,  and,  in  general,  to  enlarge  the  frontiers,  and,  coiqu^Tof* 
at  the  same  time,  the  resources  of  his  empire. 

To  trace  the  progress  of  Aurungzebe,  in  his  acquisition 
of  territory,  we  must  take  a  chronological  view  of  his  mixed 
military  and  political  prefects.  The  wars  in  the  northern  parts 
of  bis  dominions  prevented  this  Piince,  at  his  accession,  from 
prosecuting  his  plan  of  conquest  in  the  Decan,  which  he  had 
originally  projected,  at  the  time  he  was  Governor  of  the 
dependent  countries  of  Brampore,Aurungabad,  Ahmednagur, 
and  Beder,  which  had  been  reduced  by  the  Moguls  into  one 
F  2  government, 

(l)— Dow'sHiiloryofHindostao,  vol.  iii,  pages  358, 339.—™-  Beroicr'iHiitoijof 
the  RerolutioD  in  the  M<^  Enif  ire. 
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CHAP.  II.    government.     As  the  time  approached  when  he  was  to  realise 
introd^on,  this  plan,  a  new  power  was  rising  up  in  that  quarter  of  the 

Peninsula,    which,    from  local   circumstapces,    or  from  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants,  furnished  the  means  of  opposing 
his  army,  and,  in  the  sequel,  "  able  to  retaliate,  on  his  suc- 
"  cessors,  the  injuries  of  his  sword/'  ^^^ 
Origin  and  This  uew  power  took  its  origin  in  the  active  mind  and 

progress  of 

the  power  of  talents  of  Scvagce,  the  founder   of    the  Mahratta  Empire. 

Sevagee.  ^ 

Sevagee  was  descended  frt)m  the  highest  cast  among  the 
Rajpoot  Tribes,  that  of  Chitore;  he  had  been  employed, 
with  his  brothers,  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Visiapore, 
but  being  suspected  by  the  ministers  of  that  Prince,  had 
retired  with  a  few  followers  to  the  mountains  near  the  sea 
coast ; — ^the  security  of  this  retreat,  and  his  influence  in  the 
army  of  Visiapore,  brought  numbers  into  his  service,  while 
his  lineage  induced  many  of  the  Rajpoots  to  attach  themselves 
to  him  : — he  offered  them  the  plunder  of  the  open  country, 
and  interested  their  religious  prejudices,  by  carrying  on 
war  against  their  oppressors,  the  Mahomedans.  The  King 
of  Visiapore  sent  a  considerable  force  against  him,  under  Abdul^ 
whom  Sevagee  seduced  into  a  conference,  and,  while  making 
submissions  to  him,  stabbed  him  : — a  body  of  Sevagee's  fol- 
lowers, who  lay  in  ambush,  iEtt  the  moment  rushed  on  the 
retinue  of  this  general,  and  cut  them  to  pieces.  (^> 

Aurungzebe> 

(l)— Orme's  Hiitorical  Fragments^  paga  5. 

(2)— brine's  Hiitorical  Fragments^  pagea  5,  6.-—  ScoU*a  Hiitoiy  of  the  Decan 
(Edition  1794)  vol.  ii,  page  8. 
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AuruDgzebe,  who^  at  this  time,  commanded  in  the  Decan^    chap.  if. 
congratulated  Sevagee  on  his  success  against  Yisiapore^  in  the  introduction. 
hope  that  he  might  render  it  an  easy  conquest  to  himself ; — ^to 
add  to  Sevagee's  power,  he  gave  him  two  or  three  forts,  on  the 
limits  of  Visiapore,  on  his  promising  that,  if  he  conquered 
that  country,  he  would  hold  it  of  the  Mogul. 

Sevagee  next  directed  his  arms  against  Pannela,  one  of  the 
strongest  fortresses  in  the  Decan,  and  took  it  by  stratagem  : 
he  then  defeated  the  army,  sent  against  him,  under  Abdul's 
son,  and  persuaded  a  considerable  body  of  that  general's 
cavalry  to  join  him  : — ^he  next  marched  up  to  the  walls  of 
Visiapore,  but  was  obliged  to  fall  back  towards  Pannela, 
which  Siddee-Jore,  who  held  the  government  of  Danda-Ra- 
jahpore,  imder  the  King  of  Visiapore,  was  then  besieging  : — 
by  another  stratagem,  at  the  moment  this  town  was  disposed 
to  surrender,  Sevagee  got  into  Danda-Rajahpore,  and 
thus,  instead  of  losing  his  former  conquest,  made  a  new  one, 
of  the  capital  of  the  besiegers. 

Sevagee  next  attempted  to  get  possession  of  the  fortified 
island  of  Gingerah  and  of  Rajahpore : — ^it  was  defended  by 
the  heir  of  Siddee-Jore,  who  treated  with  the  generals  of 
Aurungzebe  in  the  Guzzerat  and  in  the  Decan,  and  ofiered  to 
surrender  it,  and  the  whole  fleet  of  Visiapore,  to  them  :  these 
ofiers  were  readily  accepted,  and,  in  return,  he  was  appointed 
Admiral  of  the  Mogul,   with  an  annual  assignment  of  the 

revenues 
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CHAP.TI,   revenues  of  Siirat,  and  was  to  be  assisted  in  defending  himself, 
JtttroduciUm.  iin  hisnew  situation,  against  Seragee.  <'' 

Affairs  were  in  this  situation,  at  the  accession  of  Auning- 
zebe ;  so  that,  now,  the  opposition,  which  he  had  dreaded 
from  Visiapore,  had  become  less  formidable  to  him,  and,  in 
1661,  bis  schemes  of  conquest,  in  that  quarter,  were  apparently 
more  practicable.  The  King  of  Visiapore  the  following  year 
died,  and  left  his  dominions  to  his  son,  a  minor  :  Sevagee  (as 
we  shall  afterwards  find)  soon  reduced  the  dominions  of  Visi- 
apore, along  the  sea  coast  of  Concui,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
encouraged  the  piratical  practices  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
remaining  sea  coast,  and  laid  the  neighbouring  districts  under 
contribution.  Aurungzebe,  who  had  hitherto  considered  Se- 
vagee as  an  useful  instrument,  in  1663  began  to  discover,  that 
he  had  been  fostering  and  encouraging  an  enemy,  who  could 
more  effectually  check  his  schemes  of  conquest,  than  that 
power  which  he  had  weakened,  and,  in  a  manner,  subverted  ; 
Chaest-Chan,  the  maternal  uncle  of  Aurungzebe,  was  there^ 
fore  sent  to  oppose  him,  with  a  considerable  army.  Sevagee, 
whoha  d  hitherto  been  held  as  depending  on  the  Moguls,  and 
the  enemy  af  the  King  <jf  Visiapore,  now  directed  his  attacks 
against  the  Siddee,  who  had  become  iheir  professed  vassal : 
he  began  his  new  career,  by  laying  waste  the  country  between 
Ahmednagar  and  Aurungabad  :-~it  was  on  this  occasion,  that 
Aurungzebe  sent  Chaest-Chan  with  instructions  to  stop  Sevagee 
!in  his  predatory  incursions,  and,  if  possible,  to  extirpate  him 

and 

^1,)    Orme's  Historical ,Fragmcni8,  pages? — !'■ 


rival  at  the  capital  of  the  Mogul,  the  wife  of  Chaest-Chan, 
in  revenge  for  the  defeat  of  her  husband,  solicited  Aurungzebe 
to  put  Sevagee  to  death  :  Sevagee  complained  to  the  Emperor  of 
this  intended  treachery  :  Aurung^be  renewed  his  assurances, 
and  asked  Seragee  to  assist  him  in  the  war  a^fainst  Candahar, 
to  which  he  assented,  provided  he  could  bring  his  own  army 
into  the  field,  and  was  allowed  to  send  for  them : — hj  this 
expedient,  he  escaped  irom  Delhi  to  his  advanced  parties, 
crossed  the  Jumna,  and  after  a  well  planned  flight,  joined  his 
army  in  the  Guzzerat,  and  again  pillaged  Surat/'> 

The  campaign  against  Sevagee,  in  1665,  was  opened  by  an 
army,  composed  of  all  the  troops  in  Aurungabad  and  Ahmed- 
nagur  : — Sevagee  kept  to  his  original  plan  of  desultory  warfare, 
with  the  object  of  conquering  the  country  between  the  hills 
and  the  sea  : — after  so  many  proofs  of  romantic  bravery  and 
political  address,  Aurungzebe  was  satisfied  he  could  neither 
reduce  nor  assassinate  Sevagee,  and  therefore  laid  a 
plan  for  bis  destruction,  with  great  address  and  foresight : — 
it  was  agreed  with  his  son,  Maozim,  that  he  should 
revolt  and  join  Sevagee,  then  seize  him,  and  send  him  to 
Delhi. 

Mauzim, 

(1)— Orme'i  Historical  Fragmeoti,  pigei  l0~30.  Note  12. Oow'i  Hittory  of 

Hiadoitui,  vol.  iii,  pagei  388—394. Scott'a  Hiitory  of  the  Deem,  vol,  ii,  ptgu 

IS— 16. 
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CHAP.  11.  In  1667,  Mauzim  was  removed  from  the  command  of  the 

Jniroduction.  army,  which  was  entrusted  to  Bahadar  Chan : — Seragee  vras, 
at  this  time,  in  possession  of  the  territory  from  Goa  to  I>a- 
maun,  in  length  about  two  hundred  and  forty  miles : — a  chain 
of  mount^s,  at  no  place  more  than  fifity,  or  less  than  thirty 
miles  from  the  sea,  runs  along  this  coast : — these  hills  are  like 
a  connected  wall;  and  the  Cfauts,  or  passages  irom  them,  are 
inaccessible,  except  by  winding  and  intricate  paths  : — he  like- 
wise possessed  several  of  the  strongest  towns  ;  Pannela,  Saler 
Molier,  on  the  Tapti,  and  Rairee ;  and,  except  Chaul,  whi<^ 
was  occupied  by  the  Portuguese,  commanded  the  sea  coast, 
from  the  river  of  Rajapore  to  the  river  Pen.<'> 

Sevagee,  in  1669,  appeared  imexpectedly  before  Surat, 
which  obliged  Aurungzebe  to  reinforce  the  army,  and  to  order 
ships  to  be  built,  to  carry  troops  for  making  descents  on  the 
shores  of  the  Concan ;  and  yet,  in  1670,  Sevagee  entered  the 
town  of  Rajapore,  and  plundered  the  inhabitants/^ 

Sevagee  agun  appeared  before  Surat,  in  1671,  and  levied 
heavy  contributions  on  the  inhabitants  : — this  event  produced 
an  order  to  Delhire  Chan,  to  invade  the  upper,  or  northeiTk 
country  of  Sevagee,  who  took  Penna  Chaukna : — to  stop  his 

progress, 

^l)—Orme's  Historical  Fr^^cnls,  pagei  28,  30. 

(3)— Orme'i  Historical  Fragments,  pagei  33—85,  Note  18."  Scott's  History  of 
the  Decan,  vol.  ii,  page  25.—^  Lettet  from  the  President  and  Coondl  of  Sural  to  the 
Court,  SOtb  March  IR70. 
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CHAP.  II.  la  Haye,  after  this  repulse,  landed  on  the  Coast  of  Coromandel, 

Introduction,  and  took  St.  ThoiH^  from  the  King  of  Golcondah ;  and  while  thisf 

Prince  was  preparing  to  retake  the  place,  Sevagee,  at  the  head 

of  ten  thousand  horse,  attacked  Golcondah,   prepared  for  an 

irruption    into    the  Camatic,    appeared    before    Hyderabad, 

which  he  laid  under  a  heavy  contribution,  and  with  this  trea* 

sure  returned  to  Rairee,  without  any  interruption  from  Sultan 

Mauzim,  then  advancing  from  Aunuigabad,  towards  Grolcon- 

dah ;  while  the  Siddee,  as  the  officer  of  the  Mogul,  attei^pted 

to  enter  the  harbour  of  Bombay,  and  to  pillage  the  Corlahs, 

or  districts,  in  its  vicinity .(*> 

The  death  of  the  King  of  Visiapore,  at  this  crisis,  and 

the  assumption  of  the  Crown  by  a  collateral  Prince  (not  the 

heir    of   the  late  King)    were  events  from  which  Sevagec 

hoped  to  derive   advantage,  by  making  conquests  along  the 

Malabar  Coast : — ^for  this  purpose  he  endeavoured  to  create 

dissention  among  the  dependents  on  the  Crown  of  Visiapore, 

and  then  suddenly  descended    the    Gauts,    with    an   army, 

into  the  country   on   the    eastern    side  of    the    mountains^ 

near  Carwar  and  Groa  : — ^this  tract  abounded  with  mftnufiEM^* 

turing  villages,  which  traded  to  the  capital  and  to  the  sea : 

-—the  booty  which  he  carried  off  was  immense : — after  con* 

veying  his  plunder  to  Rairee,  he  put  in  execution  his  principal 

plan,  or  an  attack  on  the  country,  situated  south  of  Carwar, 

and  still  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Visiapore. 

The 

(1)— Onne'sHistaricalFragmeDtf^  pagesdS— 42.— »-  Scott'sHittoiyof  tbeDecao, 
voLii^  pages  ai— 35. 
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CHAP.  II.    was  paid  to  procure  an  exemption  from  their  depredations : 
Introduction.  — i\^^y  founded  this  demand  on  a  pretended  right,  that  these 

districts,  in  ancient  times,  had  belonged  to  a  Mahratta  Ra- 
jah :  it  does  not,  however,  appear,  that  the  Governor  of 
Bassein  complied  with  the  demand.  (^ 

The  attention  of  Aurungzebe,  in  1675,  was  divided  by 
a  new,  but  not  less  dangerous  enemy,  than  Sevagee,  the  Pa- 
tans  of  Pishwar  and  Cabul ;  who,  in  1673,  had  cut  off  several 
detached  parties  of  the  imperial  troops,  and  obliged  the  Mo- 
gul Governor  of  Pishwar  to  pass  the  Indus,  with  his  army,  to 
stop  their  farther  inroads ;  who,  instead  of  effecting  this  ser- 
vice, was,  with  his  army,  surrounded  and  destroyed,  in  the 
defiles  of  the  mountains. 

Enthusiasm  and  political  intrigue  were  the  distin- 
guishing characters  of  the  Patans,  of  which  they  gave 
frequent  proofs ; — ^and  to  embarrass  Aurungzebe,  in  his 
plan  of  reducing  them  to  obedience,  they  set  up  a  soldier, 
who  happened  to  resemble  in  face,  person,  and  manner, 
the  unfortunate  Sujah,  and  published  that  this  Sultan  had 
been  miraculously  preserved  among  them,  and  was  now  to 
re-appear,  and  to  assert  his  just  right  to  the  Crown  of  Del- 
hi : — with  this  view,  they  proclaimed  this  adventurer,  King 
of  Hindostan,  and  were  ready  to  support  him  with  a  power- 
fiil  army :  Aurungzebe,  aware  of  the  d^iger,  took  the  fidd 
in  person,  and  required  all  the  Mahomedans  to  join  him; 
k::.  and 

()) — prme*8  Historical  Fragments^  pages  62^  63. 
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CHAP.  It   borat  the  town  of  Carvar  (the  English  factory  excepted^, 
iMtroduetion.  reduced  the  whole  country,  to  the  river  Mirzeon,  the  nor- 
thern limit  of  the  kingdom  of  Canara,  and  dien  marched  to 
Rairee.O> 

Aurungzebe,  on  his  return,  in  1675,  from  the  Indus, 
issued  orders  to  Bahadar-Chan  and  to  the  Siddee,  to  prosecute 
the  war  against  Sevagee  with  Tigcrar: — ^Bahadar  sat  down  be- 
fore Gallian : — this  place,  with  the  country  below  the  bills, 
stretches  as  far  north  as  Damaun,  and  (the  districts  of  the  Por- 
tuguese excepted)  had  been  reduced  by  Sevagee,  but  lay  exposed 
to  the  Mogul  army ; — to  prevent  the  desolation  with  which  it 
was  threatened,  Sevagee  gave  Bahadar  a  bribe  of  ten  thousand 
pagodas  : — the  Siddee  was  not  included  in  this  agreement,  but 
sailed  along  the  coast,  and  burned  the  town  of  Vingort^,  near 
Goa:— to  oppose  the  Siddee,  Sevagee  had  been  equipping  a  fleet, 
which  amounted  to  fifty-seven  sail,  fifteen  of  which  were  grabs, 
the  remainder  gallivats : — this  fleet  sailed  from  Geriah  and  Ra- 
jahpore,  to  meet  that  of  the  Siddee,  who  had  already  proceeded 
to  the  relief  of  Gingerah  : — during  this  interval,  in  1^6, 
Siddee  Cossim's  fleet,  which  rode  ofi*  Mazagong,  was  detached 
to  reinforce  Giogerah,  which  Morah  Pundit,  deiscending  the 
Gauts,  was  approaching  with  ten  thousand  men.  ^^ 

Sevagee,  in  1677)  marched,  with  his  whcJe  army,  tt> 
attack  the  kingdom  of  Visiapore  :    his  route  lay  by  Tripety, 

and 

(I) — Orme'B  Hiitorical  Fragments,  pagos  72  and  73 . 
(2)— Ibid pages  74—78. 
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CHAP.  II.    Mogul  at  a  stand^    and  Visiapore  as  a  barrier  to.  his  own 
intTodvciion.  dominions.  f' 

As  the  talents  and  success  of  Seragee  had  hitherto  heea 
the  principal  check  on  the  progress  of  the  Mogul,  and  on  the 
operations  of  the  Siddees,  after  the  Visiapore  Gorenunent 
had  alternately  leaned  to  the  one  side,  or  to  the  other,  it  is 
impossible  to  have  a  clear  estimate  of  Aurungzebe's  reign, 
during  this  active  period  of  it,  but  by  bringing  into  view  the 
characters  of  the  different  powers  with  which  he  had  to 
act,  or  to  contend. 
Origin  of  the  The  Siddees  owe  their  origin  to  a  few  natives  of  Abys- 

sinia, who  having  gained  some  ascendancy  over  a  King  of 
Visiapore,  and  being  Mahomedans,  had  collected  numbers, 
-  both  of  their  countrymen,  and  of  the  Coffives,  firom  Africa, 
and,  by  their  valour  and  enterprize,  had  been  usefiil  in  de- 
fending the  maritime  districts  of  that  kingdom.  When  Se- 
vagee  revolted  from  it,  three  of  its  principal  provinces  were 
governed  by  Siddees,  of  whom  the  admiral  was  one : — 
he  bad  under  his  jurisdiction  a  considerable  extent  of  coast, 
to  the  north  and  south  of  Gingerah,  at  the  very  time 
when  Sevagee  got  possession  of  Danda-Rajahpore  : — it  was 
from  their  dread  of  Sevagee's  power,  that  we  have  seen  the 
Siddees  putting  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Mogul 
Government,  but  reserving  Gingerah  as  thek-  particular  re- 
treat : — ■ 

(1)— Orme's  Hiitoiical  Fragmeatij  pagli94,  95,  Note  42. Scott>  Hiitorjr  of 

tlie  Decan,  vol.  it,  pigei  46—49. 
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CHAP.  II.   apore  had  also  the  forts  and  districts  betweai  Conimere  and 
Introduttion.  Vellore,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  Tanjore  belonged  to  it. 

Golcondah   ccmiprehended  aU    the  biM^  country  which 

stretches  north  of  Vellore,  from  Gundicottah,  toward  the  sea 

coast,  between  the  rivers  Fenar  and  PalUar,  that  run  mto  the 

iesL  at  Nellore  and  Sadras.(*> 

Progrew  <rf  Such  were  the  powers  against  whom  Aurungzebe  had  to 

AuruDgzebe, 

io   nibjuga- contend ;  and,  from  their  force  and  situation,   it  was  evident 

liDg  'UlCH 

kiDgdoniE-  that  they  might  furnish  him  with  active  scenes,  which  would 
retard  his  favourite  plan  of  enlarging  and  consolidating  the 
Mogul)  Empire 

The  Siddees,  in  1678,  still  retained  Gingerah,  and  laid 
waste  the  Mahratta  coasts  : — as  the  fleet  of  the  Siddee  bad 
found  shelter  at  Bombay,  a  force  was  sent  to  destroy  bis  ships 
in  the  harbour  : — ^this  was  suc^ssfully  opposed,  as  will  ^pear 
in  the  sequel,  by  the  English  ships,  and  by  the  garriscm  : — 
Dowlat  Chan,  who  commanded  Sevagee's  ships,  on  this 
occasion,  burnt  several  villages  in  the  Portuguese  districts, 
because  the  Governor  <^  Bassein  had  refused  him  pennission 
to  cross  to  the  island  of  Bombay,  by  Tannah :  he  sent  also  a 
part  of  his  troops,  by  Pannda  to  Damaun,  and  to  plunder 
round  Surat,  while  Sevagee  himself  conducted  the  ineffec- 
tual siege  of  Gingerah.*^ 

Aurungzebe, 


(I )— Orme'i  Hiitorical  Fragmeiit),  ptgei  63 — 80,  Note  3S. 
(2)— IbM pagn  96— 100,  NoteM. 
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^*JJ^-  (%S8ion  Annmgzebe  hdd  himself  to  be  hu  lord  paramoiint,'  and 
introducaoa.  proposed  thai  Ram-Sing  "  should  no  longer  strike  coin  in 
"  his  own  name ;  that  the  Pagodas  should  be  demolished,  or 
'*  converted  into  Mosques ;  and  that  justice  should  be  adini- 
"  nistered  according  to  the  Alcoran:  if  these  terms  were 
**  refused,  his  whole  people  were  to  be  subjected  to  the  general 
*•  capitation  of  the  Hindoos."  The  Ranah  remonstrated, 
and  prepared  for  war  ; — in  October  16/8,  Aurungzebe  took 
the  field  with  two  armies ;— one  conducted  by  himself,  ag^nst 
Chitore  and  Joudpore ;  the  other  by  Sultan  Mauzim  against 
Sevagee,  who  had  joined  the  confederacy  of  his  country- 
men : — the  Eanah,  and  the  widow  of  the  Rajah  of  Abnir, 
called  upon  all  the  Hindoos  to  defend  their  liberties  and 
their  religion  : — Sultan  Mauzim  advanced  to  Brampore,  and 
soon  afterwards  fixed  his  residence  at  Aurungabad.<'> 

The  ccHiflict  between  the  annies  would  have  been  immediate 
and  bloody ;  but  it  was  averted  by  an  event,  which  predicted 
ruin  to  the  Hindoo  allies  : — Sambagee,  the  son  and  heir  of 
Sevagee,  secretly  corresponded  with  the  Imperialists,  and,  at 
last,  deserted  with  two  thousand  horse,  from  Rairee  to  Au- 
rungabad  ;  nor  was  this  unexpected  blow  to  Sevagee,  single : 
Bullull-Chan,  the  Minister  of  Yisi^mre,  and  Cowis-Chan, 
one  of  the  Siddees,  had  been  assassinated,  and  their  successors 
took  part  with  Sultan  Mauzim  :  a  mind,  less  intrepid  and 
vigorous  than  that  which  Sevagee  possessed,  would  have  been 

overset 

<1)— Ortne'i  HUloricalFia^cnU,  page  100^106,  Notei48j  49. 
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overset  by  these  dangers ;  but  they  served  only  to  rouse  him  to  chap.  Jf. 
greater  exertion  :  — he  detached  a  large  party  to  lay  waste  the  Introduction. 
country  round  Surat;.  collected  a  fleet  of  twenty  two-masted 
grabs,  and  forty  gallivats,  apd  took  possession  of  the  small 
islands  of  Kenery  and  Henery,  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
harbour  of  Bombay ,  to  force  the  Governor  of  that  island 
into  a  neutrality. 

Sevagee  next  endeavoured  to  procure  a  passage  for  five 
thousand  men,  by  Bassein,  into  the  Island  of  Bombay,  but  was 
refused  by  the  Portuguese  j  and  a  negotiation  for  peace  was 
opened,  between  him  and  the  Governor  of  that  island.(^) 

During  these  transactions,  Sevagee  marched  towards  Visi- 
apore,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thousand  horse  : — ^a  general  action 
ensued,  in  which  his  son  fought  against  him ;  and  for  the  first 
time,  he  was  defeated,  but  not  conquered : — ^this  misfortune  he 
endeavoured  to  repair,  by  uniting  with  the  discontented  R^ah 
of  Berar,  and  they  laid  waste  the  country  between  Aurungabad 
and  Brampore,  and  plundered  the  English  factories  at  Chupra 
and  Dongong,  while  Morah-Pundit,  his  general,  desolated  the 
villages  round  Surat,  and  kept  the  field  till  the  close  of  the 
year. 

Notwithstanding  so  many  adverse  circumstances  to  prevent 
his  great  object,  or  the  conquest  and  conversion  of  the  Hindoos, 
Aurungzebe  found,  that  he  had  to  contend  with  a  people, 

equally 

(1)— Orme's  Historical  Fiagmcnts,  pagc«  lo;— ]17j~-«  Scott's  History  of  the 
Decao,  yol.  ii,  page  51. 
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CHAF^ii.  equalljr  fruitful  jxk  acpedwats,  and  jatrcpid  in  the  field  with 
hirodueiuH.  himself;  and  though  he  pursned,  with  a  large  force, 
the  Ranah,  and  the  Rajah  of  Marwar  to  their  inaocee- 
fiible  mountaios  and  defiles,  he  was  himsdf  inclosed,  and  in 
danger  of  seeing  his  annjr  perish  hj  famine,  or  of  being  taken 
{Hisoner ;  but,  at  this  crisis,  the  Ranah  withdrew  his  troops,  and 
Aurungzebe  left  the  anny^  under  the  command  of  his  sons, 
Azim  and  Mauzim,  and  retired  Co  Agimere,  that  he  might, 
from  time  to  time,  send  them  the  necessary  instructions. 

The  Mc^ul  army,  on  the  side  of  Visiapore,  carried  on 
an  equally  fruitless  war  ;  for  Sambagee,  at  this  time,  aban- 
doned Aurungzebe,  and,  with  fonr  hundred  horse  and  a 
thousand  foot,  marched  to  Pannela,  where  he  was  reconcSed 
to  Seragee,  and  entrusted  by  him  with  the  command  of  that 
fortress.  *•' 
Death  of  Se-  The  CTcnts,  in   1680,  were  equally  indecisive  :— the  SmI- 

A^ioD  of  dee  and  Dowlat-Chan,  Seragee's  aikniral,  had  several  partial 
arawgee.  guj^^mf^pg  ^t  sCa,  but  the  latter  still  kept  possession  of  the 
two  small  islands  of  Kenery  and  Henery  ;  «nd  a  trea^  was, 
this  year,  (to  be  detailed  in  the  subsequeift  annals),  concluded 
between  the  Governor  of  Bombay  and  Sevagee.  It  was  in  tins 
season,  that  Sevagee  took  a  large  convoy,  with  money  and 
stores,  which  Aurungzebe  had  sent  to  AurungaJ>ad ;  bat  Us 
excessive  fatigue,  on  this  excursicm,  brought  on  an  inflamma- 
tion in  his  breast,  of  which  he  died. 

The 

(I)— Onne'i  HUtorical  FragmcDti,   papa  117—132,  Not«  51,  53.-^  Scott't 
HisloT7  of  the  Decan,  vol.  ii,  ftgei  31— AS. 
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CHAP. II.   throne;   his  sons,   the  ccnnpetitors  for  the  succession,  had 
intTodaction.  thosc  Opposite  qo^tles,  whidi  rendered  the  nltimate  snccesft 
c^  any  one  of  thera  uncertain.      Sultan  Maneim,  the  ddest, 
was  the  faTorite  of  the  army ;  Acbar  was  restless  and  tur- 
bulent, and  dispfised  to  embarrass  the  admioistFation  of  his 
father,    and  to  excite  the  jealoasy  and  hatred  of  his  elder 
brothers,  Mauiim  and  Asnm : — ^Acbar,  wiA  the  anistance  uf 
thirty  Aousand  Rajpoote,  prelected  to  seize  on  Aurungzcbe  in 
Agimere,  and  then  to  prodaim  himself  Emperor :— ki  svper- 
stitious  prejudice,  of  not  commencing  the  enterprize   tiH  a 
fortunate  day,    discovered   the  plot: — Aomngzebe,    on  titis 
occasion,  addressed    a  letter  to  Acb^r,  admonishing  him  of 
his  undutifiil  conduct,  but  this  letter  Acbar  answered,  by  one  of 
defiance : — ^Mauzim  uid  Azim  made  ra^ud  marches  to  support 
thdr  father's    interests :     Acbar  fled  to  the  country  ef   tlie 
Maba-Rajah,  and  soon  aiiterwards  to  the  ^stricts  adjouing  to 
the  Guzzerat :   Mauzim  was  ordered  to  pursue,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, to  take  him  prisoner ;  but  Acbar  eso^Kd  to  Pawleegur, 
a  fort   at  the  foot  of  the  Gauts,  opposite  to  Bombay,  and 
afterwards  joined  Sambagee  at  Rairee. 

Aurungzebe,  alarmed  at  the  snppwt  which  Acbar  was 
receiving  frcrai  Sambagee,  made  peace  with  the  Ranah,  and 
then  prcqpared  to  attack  Sambagee  witli  his  whole  force ;  for 
this  purpose.  Sultan  Azim's  army  rendezvoused  at  Ahmcdnagur, 
Sultan  Manzim's  at  Aurttngabad,  and  Aurungzebe's  at  Bram- 

pore; 
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tkm  it  wowld  make  to  the  power  of  the  Mahrattaa,  and  to  chap.  it. 
the  pretensions  of  Achar^  might  be  of  material  weight  in  the  -6<«>^k^w«,- 
issue  of  the  war.  Fifteen  thousand  men,  however^  passed 
the  Gauts^  in  December^  and  laid  waste  the  Portugueze 
countr^r,  between  Bassein  and  Damaun ; — ^it  was  at  this  junc- 
ture, that  the  Mahratta  gallirats^  took  possession  of  the  Por* 
tugnese  Island  of  Garanjah^  situated  at  the  bottom  of  the- 
harbour  of  Bombay*  <*>^    . 

Aurungzebe,  that  he  might  more  efiectuaUy  check  the 
growing  power  of  Sambagee,  sent  Sultaa  Mauzim  with  a 
large  ajTmy,  of  which  forty  thousand  were  cavalry,  to  act 
against  him : — Mauzim,  descending  the  Gauts,  almost  sur* 
rounded  Sambagee's .  army,  at  Rajahpore,  and  desolated  the 
whole  country,  between  Goa  and  the  riYar  Gary,  destroying 
the  pagodast^  and  sacking  Vingoiiah,  for  having  given  refuge 
io  Sultan  Ad>ar  :-^the  Mogul  fleet,  to  co-o^rate  with  the 
army,  attempted,  to  penetrate  into  the  harbour  of  Goa,  and 
to  get  possession  of  the  city:. — this  attempt  required  time; 
and  as  the  provisions  of  the  Mogul  fleet  were  exhausted  by 
the  mcmth  of  March,  Mauzim  was  compelled  to  repass  the 
Gauts  ^ — ^he  took,  however,,  a.  station,  from  which  he  could 
either  join  the  army  of  Azim,  acting  against  Visiapore^  or 
return,  and  carry  on  the  war  against  Sambagee  : — these 
events  disposed  the  Portuguese  to  offer  terms  to  Sambagee, 
and  to  abandon  the  Mogul  interest ;  but  their  offers  were  re- 
jected, 

(l)^Orine*s  Historical  FragmentSj  pages  l6l— 180. 
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c^Av.n.  jectedy  unleilr  they  would  pay  a  ransom  of  ive  miUioiis  of 

Introduciion*  rupees.  <^>  \^ 

Aurangzcbe  l^e  countrv  oi  MysoTC  had  been  divided  between  the 

conquers  Vi-  ^  "^ 

^T^^d^h     ^^^S^  ^^  Visiapore  and  Golcondah  : — it  had  been  subjected 
this  juncture,  to  several  r^ahs^   of  which  that  of  Seringapatam  w^s  the 

chief;  but  had  paid  irregular  tributes  to  Visiap<Mre : — the 
arms  of  that  country  were  now  no  longer  able  to  compel  diese 
chiefs  to  payments ;  it  was,  therefore,  agreed,  that  the  King 
of  Golcondah  should  possess  the  tract  from  Gundicotta,  and 
its  frontier,  to  the  south-west,  and,  in  return,  that  this  go« 
vernment  should  pay  » large  sum  to  Visiapore,  and  another, 
to  induce  Sambagee  to  act  against  the  Moguls,  who  were 
continuing  their  invasions  of  this  country. 

Sultan  Mauzim,  while  this  arrangement  was  made,  re^ 
mained  with  his  army  near  the  Gauts  of  Goa,  and  Sambagee 
desolated  the  country  to  the  west  of  that  city,  and  attempted 
to  reduce  Bassein.  The  Emperor  had  now  armies  in  every 
quarter  of  this  large  field  of  war : — ^Aurungzebe  himself  was 
at  the  foot  of  the  Gauts,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles 
to  the  south-west  of  Sambagee ;  and  Sultan  Azim  was  in  the 
northern  division  of  Vizii^re,  where  he  todk  the  strong  fort 
of  Solapore  by  treachery  : — ^Mauzim,  on  this  event,  advanced 
towards  Visiapore,  and  took  Gocuck,  Hubely,  and  the  strong 

citadel 

(I)— Onne's  Historical  Fragments,  pages  I69— 19S. Scotfs  History  of  the 

Decan,  vol.  ii,  page  59. 
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CHAP.  II.  The  event  of  Acbar's  flight  lessened  the  importaoce  of 

inireduciton.  ^j^g  ^^^  ggainst  Sambagee/  and  induced  Aurungzebe  to  break 
the  treaty,  lately  made  by  Snltan  Mauzim,  with  the  King  of 
G<4cOndab,  who  fled  into  the  fortress.  Aurungzebe  fixed  his 
quarters  at  Hyderabad  : — the  siege  wa£  long,  for  it  continued 
till  April  1687  = — the  capture  of  the  place  would  have  been 
impracticable,  had  not  Azim,  to  whcmi  the  enterprize  was 
committed,  corrupted  some  of  the  officers  in  the  fort,  and 
having  scaled  the  walls  in  the  ni^t,  reduced  this  aqntal,  ant) 
made  the  King  a  prisoner.  (*> 

Sambagee,  during  these  revolutions,  (»epared  for  vigorous 
exertions,  for  be  could  no  longer  IocJl  fm*  terms  from  a 
monarch  who  had  no  feelings,  and  no  principles,  to  influence 
or  direct  him.  The  conquests  which  Sambagee  and  his  father 
had  made  in  the  Camatic,  it  was  evident,  would  become  the 
next  object  of  Aumngzebe's  arms ;  for  Visiapore  and  Gol- 
condah  had  fallen,  and  no  powers  now  remained,  with  whom 
he  could  league,  either  to  divert  or  to  divide  the  storm  :— col- 
lecting, therefore,  troops  from  the  garrisons  of  Sattarah,  Pan- 
nela,  and  Pundah,  Sambagee  made  a  successful  attack  on 
the  western  frontier  of  Visiapore,  and  detached  twelve  thou- 
sand horse  to  Gingee,  with  secret  orders  to  seize  on  Hargee 
Rajah,  who  had  governed  that  country  from  the  time  it  had 

been 

(0— Oime'i  Hiitorical  Png^enti,  pagei  311— aie.~—  Scott'i  "HirtaTj  of  Iho 
SecsD,  Tol.  ii,  pagei  66 — 72. 
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been  conqoered  by  Sevagee,  but  whose  fidelity  he  began  to   chap.  ii. 

suspect.  iHtndaclim, 

Aurungzebe,  alarmed  at  this  expeditiffli,  detached  an 
army  from  Golcondah,  by  the  west  of  the  Camatic  monn- 
tains,  which  invested  and  took  Bangalore  .-—the  Mahratta 
generals,  for  a  moment,  were  reconciled  to  each  other,  and 
Hargee-Rajah  conducted  himself,  in  this  aflkir,  with  the 
most  politic  prudence :— to  condliate  Sambagee,  he  sent  two 
generals,  at  the  head  of  eighteen  thousand  horse,  to  make 
an  irruption  into  the  Mysore  country,  at  the  time  when- 
Aurongzebe  detached  a  force  to  reduce  the  maritime  provin- 
ces, from  MasuUpatam  ta  Ganjam. 

Sambagee,  in  person,  conducted  die  war  on  the  side  of 
Visiapore : — ^the  countries  south  of  Pannela  submitted  to  him, 
and  his  army,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  had  advanced  among 
the  mountains,  beyond  the  Gauts,  to  the  westward,  ('^ 

£arly  in  1688,  Anrungzebe  left  Delhi,  determined  to  oeaih  of 
conduct  the  war  against  Sambagee,  and  sent  another  army  by  ' 
Cudapah : — ^in  its  progress  it  took  Chittapet  and  CWerpauk, 
but  the  troops  of  Hargee-Rajah  still  retained  possession  of  the 
country  to  the  north  of  the  Palliar  : — ^the  army,  at  last,  moved 
on  from  Golcondah  into  the  Camatic,  under  the  command  of 
Mahomed  Sadick: — it  consisted  of  twelve  thousand  Mogul 
cavalry,  and  a  great  number  of  irregular  infantry : — on  its 
VQi,.ii.  K  approach, 

(1)— Onne'i  Hiilorical  FragtnenU,  pages  219—225.^—  Scott'*  History  of  tbe 
Decan,  vol.  ii,  page*  74— 76. 
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CHAP.  IL  approach,  the  Mahnittas  retreated  from  Ck>njeTerain,  but  oc- 
introducOon.  cupied  the  posts  on  each  side  of  the  Palliar : — after  strengthen- 
ing the  garrisons  of  Poonamalee  and  Vandevash,  the  Moguls 
encamped  near  this  last  place,  and  sent  detachments  to  the  gates 
of  Madras  : — ^the  Mahratta  army  was  at  Chittapet : — both 
armies  seemed  cautious  of  risking  a  general  engagement,  and 
wasted  their  time  in  frequent,  but  indecisive  skirmishes  : — ^Au- 
rungzebe  had  remained  at  Visiapore,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  Sambagee ;  and  though  he  reduced  the  towns  in  the  open 
country,  the  strong  holds  among  the  mountains  remained 
to  the  Mahrattas.  Pannela  was  next  invested  by  Aurung- 
zebe,  but  in  vain ;  seeing,  therefore,  no  probabiUty  of  the 
war  being  terminated  in  the  field,  he  resorted  to  the  project 
of  getting  Sambagee  betrayed  into  his  power: — one  of  his 
generals  accepted  a  bribe,  and  delivered  Sambagee  to  the  Em- 
peror, who  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death.  <^> 
w^T^fi^  *h-^  ^^  events,  towards  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Aurungzebe, 

•vent.  cannot  be  so  fully  ascertained,  from   the  authors  who  have 

written  on  Indian  History,  as  the  recent  period  in  which 
they  happened,  would  have  led  us  to  expect :— it  will  ap- 
pear, however,  from  the  documents  on  which  the  Annals 
of  the  London  East-India  Company  proceed,  that  after  he 
had  conquered  Golcondah  and  Visiapore,  and  had  mur- 
dered Sambagee,  he  either  considered  his  favourite  scheme,  of 

enlarging 

(l)—Orme*s  Historical  Fragments,  pages  225—238,  Note  78. Scott's  History 

of  the  Decan,  vol,  ii.  pages  77,  78. 
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CHAP.  II.  situation  of  the  Moguls,  wliidi  coold  be  sdzed  on,  or  tamed 
Introduction,  to  the  re-estabUshmeDt  of  the  Hindoo  interests ;  and  the 
disputes  between  Aorungzebe's  sons,  for  the  soc^wssioD,  af- 
forded one  of  the  events  which  Sahogee  watched  fmr,  and 
steadily  improved  on  : — in  the.  seqnel,  Sahc^ee  mingied  in 
their  disputes,  and  thus  preserved  his  influence  on  the  side  of 
the  Camatic,  as  well  as  extended  his  dcMuinions  on  the  west  <^ 
the  Peninsula. 
State  of  Tan-  The  Hindoos,    anterior  to  this  period,    had  established 

jore   at   Utw 

jtmctnre.  themselves  at  Tanjore,  under  Ecc<^ee,  a  brother  of  Sevagee : 
— ^Ecct^ee  had  hdd  a  command  at  Visiapore,  hefbre  the  fall  of 
that  kingdom,  and  had  marched  with  a  body  of  troops  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Naig  of  Tanjore,  then  at  war  with  the  Naig 
of  Tritchinopolj : — after  defeating  this  chief,  he  sdzed  on 
Tanjore,  which  he  had  been  called  to  defend  : — the  pretext 
was,  to  collect  the  money  required  for  defraying  the  expeaces 
of  the  war.  Eccogee  must  have  been  King,  or  Rajah  of  Tan- 
jore,  at  the  time  when  Sambagee,  his  nephew,  was  put  to 
death ;  but  it  is  doubtful,  whether  he  was  acting  as  a  member, 
or  aa  an  officer,  of  the  Hindoo  confederacy ;  he  continued, 
however,  superior  of  this  district  to  his  death,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Shahgee,  the  ancestor  of  the  Rajahs 
of  Tanjore.*" 

This  establishment  of  the  Hindoos  in  Tanjore,  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  vicinity  to  the  other  parts  of  the   Carnatic, 

discovers 

(t)-Orme'iHutotkal  Fragnenti,  N(rte7<S' 
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discoT^^  an  important  fact;   or  the  basis  cm  which  their  in-   chap.  it. 
terests  were  placed^  after  the  death  of  Aurungzebe.    Such  introductwn. 
seems  to  have,  been  the  situation  of  Aurungzebe's  conquests  in 
this  part  of  India^  that  they  reqmred  his  personal  presence  to 
preserve  than ;   for  he  was  kept  ahnost  always  in  the  field, 
during  the  last  years  of  his  life. 

The  frequent  and  long  absence  of  the  Emperor  from  the 
seat  of  government  produced  an  irregularity  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Empire,  and  this  circumstance  gave  a  beginning  to 
those  disorders,  which  afterwards  contributed  to  its  subversion* 
The  Rajpoots  of  Agimere  first  rebelled,  but  were  checked,  in 
what  has  been  termed  the  second  rebellion  of  the  Rajpoots  :-— 
the  Patans,  towards  the  Indus,  renewed  their  attacks,  and 
ware  rather  resisted  than  subdued :— ^  new  race,  the  Jats,^ 
appeared  m  the  province  of  Agra,  and  from  having  been  a 
banditti,  were  becoming  a  considerable  people^<*> 

The  talents  of  Aurungzebe,  however,  supported  his 
empire,  as  they  were  fitted  for  his  situation.  He  died  in 
1707,  after  a  reign  of  fifty  years,  leaving  the  Mogul  empire 
in  the  full  measure  of  its  extent : — ^his  authority  reached  from 
the  tenth  to  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  and  nearly 
as  much  in  longitude,  with  a  revenue  exceeding  thirty-twa 
millions  sterling.<^ 

The 

(1) — Rennel's  Introdactton,  page  6a. 

(2) — Scot  1*8  Memoirs  of  Eradut  Khan,  page  10.——  Scott's  History  of  the  Decan, 
fol.  iij  page  123.— ««  Rennel^s  iDtroduction,  page  €3« 
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CHAP.  n.  The  laws,  as  well  as  the  maxlins  of  jnrispmdence,  intro- 

fntnduttiom.  daced  by  Aurungzebe,  seem  all  to  have  arisen  from  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  was  placed,  and  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  prevailing  passions  of  the  various  orders  of  his  sub- 
jects : — he  had  early  been  trained  in  habits  of  observation 
by  Shah- Jehan,  whom  he  always  attended,  while  that  Bmpe- 
ror  sat  distributing  justice,  and  by  whom  be  was  appealed 
to,  though  then  at  a  period  of  life  at  which  young  mea 
are  scarcely  beginning  to  discriminate : — ^when  Emperor,  he 
not  (mly  sat  every  day  himself  to  administer  justice,  but  was 
attended  by  those  who  were  the  most  distinguished  for  their 
knowledge  of  the  laws  :^-^na[i  of  learning  made  up  reports 
of  the  cases,  but  the  £mperor  himself  examined  them,  before 
he  pronounced  judgment  : — that  he  might  diffiise  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  over  the  whole  Empire,  he  had  an 
officer  in  the  principal  courts  in  the  provinces ;  and  whenever 
he  received  any  complaint,  respecting  the  conduct  of  a  judge, 
he  brought  the  accused  before  him,  put  the  accusation  in 
his  hands,  and  if  he  found  him  guilty,  degraded  and  banished 
him. 

Aurungzebe  was  equally  attentive  to  the  sources  of  his 
revenue  ;  that  arising  from  the  lands,  in  a  particular  manner, . 
was  under  the  strictest  regulations  : — ^he  allowed  of  no  varia- 
tion from  the  ancient  tenures,  but  hejd  it  to  be  a  maxim,  that 
the  raising  of  the  rents,  on  those  who  had  improved  their 
farms,  was  as  impolitic  in  the  prince,  as  unjust  to  the  subject 

The 
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CHAP.  II.   decline,  from  the  ancient  grants  being  disregankd  fy  the 

'^"'""-     officers Trade  on  the  Coremandel  Coast  precarvnu,  frowt  tbt 

opposition  of  the  Dutch Project  of  opening  a  trader  through 

Siam,  with  Japan,  Tonguin,  and  China.  ....  The  trade  betteeem 
Bantam,  the  Coromandel  Coasts  and  the  Soathem  IsUtndst  obstructed 
bjf  the  Dutch. 

1664-65. — Courfs  instructions  to  their  foreign  settlements,   on 

the  appearances  of  a  war  with  the  Dutch. French  East-India 

Compam/ formed,  and  instructions^  the  Court  regarding  it Pre- 
cautions to  be  observed  at  Swat,  should  a  war  take  place  with  HaUand 

King's  troops  at  Angedivah  ordered  to  be  transferred  U>  Fart 

St.  George Equipments  and  stock  of  this  season  liwdted, 

Sir  Edward  Winter  superseded,  and  Mr.  Fbxcrofi  appmnted  Ageid 

at  Fort  St.  George,  with  orders  to  reduce  the  out-agencies Tfie 

Agent  at  Bantam  directed  not  to  attempt  the  recovery  ef  Polaroom, 
if  not  already  ceded. T&e  death  of  Sir  Abraham  Sh^mum,  in- 
duced his  secretary,  Mr.  Cooke,  to  accept  Boaiay,  on  the  terms  pre- 
scribed by  the  Portuguese Return  of  the  King's  troops  landed 

at  Bombay,  and  estimate  of  their  expences. Effect  of  this  event 

on  the  Company^s  settlements  and  trade. Trade  at  Madras  de- 
pressed, from  the  Agent  not  having  authority  to  use  forcible  measures 
agtdnst  the  Natives,  andfrom  the  want  of  a  dottle  stock. .....  Polaroon 

delivered  to  the  Agent  at  Bantam,  but  in  a  desolated  state 7%e 

Agent 


J- 
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CHAP.  II.   ter^s  statement  of  this  event  to  the  Court ;  and  his  compknnts  ag€dnsi 

oDtents.     ^^  Agent  in  Bengal,  for  disobedience  of  orders Polaroon  re* 

occupied  by  the  Dutch,  and  the  trade  at  Bantam  on  the  decline. 

1666-67.— ^Gmi^^  detail  of  the  events  ef  the  war  unth  Holland 

Loss  sustained  by  the  Company  by  the  Fire  of  London. ..... 

Court  make  an  application  to  the  King,  to  issue  orders  to  Sir  Gervase 
Lucas  to  disavow  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Odte  ai  Bombay. Ad- 
dress to  the  King  and  Council,  to  issue  a  proclamation  against  Sir 

Edward  IVinter  and  his  adherents. Sir  Gervase  Lucas  protests 

against  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Cooke  at  Bombay. Dispute  between 

Sir  Gervase  Lucas  and  Sir  George  Oxinden^  relative  to  issuing  passes 

in  the  King's  name Sir  Gervase  Lucas's  report  on  the  state  of 

J^onibay Company's  sinps  at  Surat  blockaded  by  the  Dutch. ... . . 

The  purchase  of  an  investment  difficulty  from  the  wars  between  Aurung- 

%ebe  and  Sevagee. Trade  also  affected  by  the  exaggereded  accounts 

of  the  French  Agents  of  the  magnittule  of  their  stock  and. shipping. 
1667^8. — The  Islands  of  Polaroon  and  Damm  ceded  to  the 

Dutch  by  the  Treaty  of  Breda. The  Island  of  Bombay  granted 

by  the  King  to  the  Company Cowl's  instructions  to  Sir  George  * 

Oxinden^  to  receive  the  Island  0/*  Bombay  from  Sir  Gervase  Lucas 

Equipments  and  stock  for  Surat  enlargedy  on  account  of  the 

grant  of  Bombay Precautions  to  be  observed  by  the  Company's 

officers,  in  case  Sir  Edward  Winter  had  delivered  Fort  St.  George  to 

the 


etSumatra Death  of  Sir  Gervcue  Lucas,  at  Bombay,  comnami- 

eated  to  the  Secretary  t^  State,  by  Sir  George  Oxinden. 7%tf  c^ 

pcSiUment  of  Mr.  Gary,  to  be  Ji^nUy  Qovemor  of  Bombay,  opposed 

ly  Mr.  CotHa. Mr.  Oar^s  report  on  the  rebenues  of  Bombay 

1 Phhrjaaamd  lAtmned  from  Ammt^zebe,  for  reducing  the  cut' 

tomt  payable  by  ihe  Englith,  at  Surat,  to  turn  per  cent S^  Ed- 

teard  Ifaiter  aapporied  by  Governor  Gary,  in  his  usurpation  of  the 
government  of  Fart  St.  George. 

1668-69. — Memorial  of  the  Court  to  the  Privy  Council,  request' 
ing  explanations  of  the  TVeaty  of  Breda  i  and  decision  of  the  Omncil 

on  the  subject InstrucHons  to  Sir  George  Onnden  on  this  deciston. 

Equ^imenit  and  atochjbr  Surat  and  Bombay Mr.  Rolt 

appointed  Agent  in '  Persia,  under  instructions  to  revive  that  trade. 
^ ^  George  Oxinden  appointed  Governor  and  Commander-in- 
chief  of  Bombay Regulations  for  the  government  of  Bombay 

; Eiqu^ments  andstockjor  the  Coromandel  Coast  enlarged. ..... 

VOL.  II.  M  Establishment 
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CHAP.  II.    EstabHskment    of    piiots    for    the    navigation   of    the    Ganger, 

^■''™"-     Trade  to  he  revived  hetteeen  the  Coast  of  CoromoMdet  ami 

Acheen. Eqmpments  and  ttockjor  Bantam  enlarged. jPrv- 

ject  of  reviving  the  trade  to  Japan. The  island  of  St*  Helena 

ooi^rmedj  hy  charter,  to  the  Company,  and  Captain  Stringer  t^apoint' 

ed  Governor. Project  of  Srr  George  Oxinden  for  reviving  the 

trade  toitk  Mocha  ; . .  wUh    Acheen  ; . .  and  with  Quedak. Sir 

George  Oxinden  takes  possession  of  Bondtay,  m  the  name  of  the  Com- 

pany. Statements  of  Mr.  Gary,  and  the  Commisuonersjrom  Su- 

rat,  of  the    revenues  and  disbursementM  of  Bemhay. B^ida~ 

tions  estabUsbed  hy  Sir  George  Omnden,  for  the  administraiion  of  the 
Idand. Sir  Edward  H^inter,  in  obedience  to  the  Kin^s  commis- 
sion, resigns  the  Government  of  the  Fbrt ;  and  Mr.  fbxcrofi  teleaeedf 

and  vested  with  the  Agency. Mr,  Fbxcrof^s  report  to  the  Cotert 

on  this  occasion. The  Agent  at  Hi»ghly  r&xmmendaa  dire^  trade 

between  Bengal  and  England. 

1669-70. — Company  present  a  memorial  to  the  Comtcil,  en  the 
Dutch  evasions  of  the  Treaty  of  Breda* System  of  administra- 
tion at  Surat  new  modelled. Commercial  instructions  to  Surat  on 

the  Persian  and  Southern  markets. ; . . . .  Regulations  of  the  Court  for 

the  marine  and  miStary  establishments  at  Boadmy E^ipments 

and  stock  for  Surat. .....  Sir.  I^bxerofl  re-ti^pointed  Agent  at  Fort 

St.  Georgefor  one  year,  and  to  be  succeeded  by  Sir  WiUiam  Langhome 

EguipmeaiSt 
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EqmpmenlSi  stocky  and  commercial  instructions  to  Fort  St.   CHAP,  ir. 

George  for  the  season Courfs  orders  to  the  Agents  at  Masulipa-     ^^*«'»^' 

tam,  Bengal,  and  Bantam. Death  of  Sir  George  Oxinden,  and 

jnwisional  appoiniment  of  Mr.  Gerald  Aungier  to  he  President  of  Sural 

Measures  of  President  Awfi^jer  for  disposing  of  the  Company's 

goods  and  procuring  an  investment Difficultt^  of  procuring  Indian 

produce,  from  the  apprehension  of  another  attack  hy  Sevagee. 

Failure  of  the  pry  ect  for  opening  trade  at  Acheen  and  Quedah. 

Persian  trade  on  the  decline,  and  receipt  of  the  Compamfs  customs  at 

Gombroon  precarious. Report  of  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay 

on  the  state  if  the  Island. The  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay  su- 
perseded.   President  Aungier  proceeds  to  Bombay,  and  establishes 

courts  of  judicature  and  other  internal  regulations Mr.  Gury 

appointed  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay. Fort  St.  George  besiege 

edbytheNaig ;  but  the  siege  raised,  on  application  to  the  Nabob. .... 

State  of  trade  at  Madras in  Bengal. and  at  Bantam. 

1670-71 . — Courfs  instructions  to  their  foreign  settlements  accom^ 

modated  to  the  maritime  laws  of  England. Commercial  instruct 

tions  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat Mr.  Aungier' s  provisional  ap- 
pointment, as  President,  confirmed. Equipments  and  stock  for 

Surat. Regulations  for  settling  the  Government  of  Bombay,  for 

encreasing  the  garrison,  and  erecting  a  mint. Directions  to  the 

Agent  at  Fort  St.  George y  for  his  conduct  towards  the  Native  Powers 

M  2  ....;« Equipments 
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CHAP.  II.   «•....  Equipments  and  stock  foir  Fort.  St.  George Efuipinen^ 

CoDUmti.    and  stock  for  Bantam Two  ships  dispatched  Jrom  EngUmdy  t^ 

attempt  re-opening  the  trade  to  Bantam. AddOmnal  t^uipmemh 

and  stock  for  Bantam Surat  again  attacked  and  pillaged  fry 

Sevagee ;  and  the  English  FacHny  defended^  and  the  Compamjfs  pnh 
perty  preserved. ....    Trade  precarious  from  this  evenly  amdjrom  the 

attempts  of  the  French  toestahlish  a  Factanf. State  of  trade  at 

the  subordinate  stations  to  Surat. Measures  taken  to  strengthen 

Bomboff^  and  encrease  the  garrison. SSr  IVUliam  Langhome^s 

report  on  the  trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast. . . .  Pepper  trade  encreas^ 
ed  at  Bantam,  bmi  the  Factory  embarrassed,    by  English  seamen 

entering  into  the  service  of  the  Native  Powers. Commercial 

regulations  hfitween  the  King  of  Bantam  and  the  English  Agent. 

1671-72. — Instructions  qf  the  Court  to  Surat,  on  the  probability 
of  a  war  in  Europe,  and  equipments  and  stock  limited,  in  expectation 

of  that  event. .. ...  Courfs  regulations,  for  Bombay. Directions 

for  encreasing  the  garrison  at  Fort  St*  Oeorge. Equipments  and 

stock  for  Fort  St.  Oeorge  and  subordinate  stations Equipments 

and  stock  for  Bantam,  and  instructions  to  attempt  trade  aX  Chma, 

Tonquin,  "fywan,  and  Japan. Regulations  for  St.  Helena. . .... 

The  trade  at  Surat,  for  a  time,  suspended  by  the  Oovemor,  from  a 

dispute  between  the  Dutch  andthe  Natives A  large  French  Fleet 

arriving  at  Surat,  occasions  a  depression  of  the  English  trade. 

An 
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'An  Bm^UA  Agent  sent  ta^  Sevagee,  to  soUiit  paywient  of  the  Compam/'s    CHAP.  II. 

hases  iy  Ms  ormtes. Dutch  agmn  interfere  with  Me  Cbmpam^s     ^^^^^'* 

irmie^  * » « . .  Afprehendom  at  Surat  of  another  attack  from  Seioagee 

Measures  at  Bombay  for  defending  the  Island. j$ir  fFU- 

ium  Langiome  assumes  the  Oovemment  of  Fort  St.  Creorge,  and  Mr.^ 

BKccraft  and  Sir  Eduiord  Winter  Phirmaund, 

Conferring  additumal  primleges  on  the  EngUsh^  oiftained from  the  King 

of  Qdoondah. State  <f  tr€ute  at  Fbrt  St.  Oeorge  and  suboriBnate 

4ettkmettts. .....  Trade  4UBa$Mam  impeded,  hf  disputes  with  the  King,. 

jmdhf  the  interferences  of  the  Dutch,  Danes,  and  French. 

.  .    .1G72  JSg-^BHeasures  of  the  Company  accommodated  to  the  war 

kstwem  Enghmd  and  Holland. Courts  memorial  to  the  King,, 

projfing  their  affairs  might  be  taken  into  consideration,  in  any  negolia* 
tion  wiA.the  Dutch. .  •  • . ,  General  instructions  to  the  Foreign  Settle* 

fments,.in  conse^ptence  of  the  war Particular  orders  to  President 

Jbmgier,.. whose  salary  was  augmented. Instructions  to  place  Fort 

St  George  in'  a  state  <f  defence. .    . « .  Commercial  orders  to  Bengal 
......  Political  and  commercial  relati&ns  of  Bombay^  and  Surat  wi^ 

the  Portuguese  and  the  Native  Powers.  • .  • . .  Measures  of  President 
Aungier^  and  tfie  Deputy  Governor,  for  putting  Bomhayinto  n  state  of 
dffencey  under  the  jdan  of  transferring  to  it  the  seat  of  Government 

^ ^^ippearanix  ff  a  Dutch  fleet  off  Bombay French  Factories 

established  at  TrincoMnaU  and  St.  Thomd. .....  Investment  in  Bengai 

limited 
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the  trade  at  Amoyy  hut  to  lessen  the  expences  at  Sia^n^  Tonquiuj  and   CHAP.  ii. 

Tyvban New  regulations  for  St.  Helena Courts  orders  for     ^^"*^"**- 

reducing  the  estabUshment  at  Sural  found  impractieable Bombay 

endangeredy  from  Sevagee,  and  the  Mogul  Admral,  or  Siddee,  having 

respectively  occupied  the  Islands  of  Henery  and  Kenery Diffiad- 

ty  of  executing  the  Courfs  orders  for  reducing  the  military  establish" 
ment  at  Bombay. 

168O-8I . — Courfs  instructions  to  Surat,  on  intelligence  of  a  large 

fleet  fitting  in  the  Baltic^  for  tlie  East-Indies Equipments  and 

stock  for  Surat Directions  not  to  employ  forcCy  to  expel  Sevagee 

and  the  Siddee  from  Henery  and  Kenery. .....  Captain  Keigwin,  and 

seventy  soldiers,  sent  as  a  reinforcement  for  Bofnbay New  plan 

of  administration  for  Fort  St.   George,  of  which  Mr.  Gyfford  was 

appointed  Agent Equipments  and  stock  for  Fort  St.  Oeorge  and 

Bengal New    plan    of    adnunistration   for    Bantam 

Equipments,  stock,  and  comtnercial  instructions,  for  BarUam  and  sub- 

ordinate  stations More  favourable  prospects  of  trade,  from  the 

death  of  Sevagee,  and  the  accession  qfSambagee Order  ofAurung^ 

zebe  to  augment  the  customs  at  Surat,  from  two,  to  three  and  a  half  per 

cent The  investment  for  Europe  considerable JSrade  and 

revenue  of  Bombay  improving Phirmaund  obtained  from  the 

ifwig"  ?/*  Persia,  for  payment  of  part  of  the  arrears  of  customs  at 
Oondnroon. 

N  2  1681-82, 
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1681-83. — Surat  restored  to  therankofa  Premdency. . . .  Equ^ 

Contents.    ^^^.^  ^^^  yf^f^  j-gj.  SuTot. Mr.  Jokn  Child  (^pointed  President 

of  Surat,  with  particular  instructions  to  promote  the  sale  af  £n^iuA 

manufactures  in  India. Orders  for  limiting  the  dvil  andmOiiarg 

charges  of  Bombay  to  a  ^fixed  sum. Plan  far  reviving  the  Pernan 

trade,  and  connectit^  it  tt/itk  the  trade  to  Mocha. Directiont  t» 

the  Jgent  at  Fort  St.  George,  jbr  counteracting  the  sdtemes  of  the 

baerlopers. Large  eqmprMnts  and  stock  to  Fort  St.  George  and  ' 

Bengal. Bengal  constituted   a  distinct  Agency  from  Fort  St, 

Oewgt ;  and  Mr.  Hedges,  one  of  the  Directors,  appointed  Agent  at 
Hughfy,  and  Governor  of  the  Compam^s  settlements  in  Bet^aL .  ... 
Equipments  and  stock  for  Bantam ;  and  instructions  to  resettle  the 

Factory  at  Atnoy,  and  to  extend  the  trade  to  Canton. Jmdici^ 

regulations f)r  St.  Hdena. Increase  tf  investments  at  Surdt  attri. 

bated  to  its  restoratUm  to  the  rank  of  a  Presidency Emiatraseed 

state  of  Bombay, from  Smmbagee  continuing  the  plans  (f  Seva^. 

Intelligence  from  l^trt  St.  George  and  Bengal  defective  this  mokm 
King  of  Bantam  sends  an  embassy  to  England. 

168S-B3. — Disputes  between  the  East.  htMa  and  Levant  Con^Koties 
the  origin  of  the  frst  attempts  to  farm  a  New  East-India  Stock 

Instructioim  to  Surat,  ft>  re-establish  the  Factory  at  Baja^Ktre, 

and  to  frotn  an  aUianee  with  Sambagee Court  determine  to  em- 
ploy force,  to  recover  their  proportion  of  customs  at  Gombroon, 

Ptm 
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CHAP.  11.  seat  of  the  Compam/*s  trade  in  the  East-Indies Caurfs  directions 

Conients.    ^y,  encreasing  the  revenues  of  Bombay Tuoo  fleets^  under  the 

command  of  Sir  John  JVetwang,  and  Sir  Thomas  Grantfiom,  sent  to 

India,  for  recavenng  the  Persian  and  Bantam  trades Fort  St. 

George  constituted  a  Presidency,  and  Mr.  Gyfford  cqifpointed  President. 
......  Cmnmercial  instructions  for  Fort  St.  George  and  subordinate 

statioits Mr.  Hedges,   Agent  in    Bengal,   dismissed,  and  Mr. 

Gyfford  appointed  President  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bengal. 

Measures  for  protecting  the  Coromandel  and  Bengal  trade 

Stock  for  Bengal,  and  instructions  to  obtain  a  fortified  station  at  the 

Mouth  of  the  Ganges Courts  orders  to  Sir  Thomas  Grantham 

to,  recover  the  trade  at  Bantam Regulations  for  St.  Hekmu 

Trade  at  Sural  depressed,  by  tlie  wars  of  tlie  Mogul  and  Sam- 

hagee,  the  want  of  sufficient  stock,  and  the  interferences  of  the  French 

and  Interlopers Presidency  of  Sural  establish  a  Factory  at  TelU^ 

cherry Captain  Keigwin  seizes  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay , 

and  takes  possession  if  the  Island,  in  the  name  of  the  King. 

Measures  of  Captain  Keigwin,  on  assuming  the  Government  of 

Bombay Measures  of  President  Child,  on  receiving  intelligence 

of  the  revolt  at  Bombcn/. .  •  * . .  The  recovery  of  Bombay  impeded  by 

the  Interlopers Declining  state  of  the  trade  in  Persia. .....  The 

Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  endeavour  to  procure  an  investment, 

and  to  obstruct  the  Interlopers The  Compamfs  servants,  at  their 

late 
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hie  Agency  of  Bantam,  obliged  to  retire  to  Svrat,  and  the  trade  to   CHAP.  II. 
Siam,  Tonquin,  S^c.lost.  Contents, 

l684>d5. — Courfs  plans  to  check  the  Interlopers^  and  lessen  the 

charge  of  Bombcty Commercial  instructions  for  Bombay 

A  Secret  Committee  of  Directors  appointed  to  report  to  the  King,  on  the 

revolts  at  Bombay. The  King's  orders  to  Captain  Keigwin,  to 

deliver  Bombay  to  the  Company ;  and  commission  to  Sir  John  Child,  to, 
offer  a  general  pardon  to  the  revolters,  except  the  four  ringleaders. 

Courfs  instructions  for    reducing  the  Island. Captam 

Tyrrel,  of  the  Navy^  sent  out,  to  receive  the  Island  from  the  revolters, 

€tnd  redeliver  it  to  the  Cknnpany Commercial  instructions  to  Surat ; 

.  .......  foPersia; andto  Fort  St..  George,  in  consequence  of  the 

decision  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  favor  of  the  Company  i  against 

the  Interlopers Equipments  and  stock  for  Fort  St.  George 

Regulations  for  improving  the  town,  and  encreasing  the  garrison  of 

Madras Instructions  to  the  Bengal  Agents,  to  procure  a  station 

which  ndght  be  fortified. Death  of  King  Charles  II 

Courts  project  of  making  Acheen  the  centre  of  the  southern  trade. 

Additional  orders  for  St.  Helena Connexion  between  the 

RevoUers  at  Bombay  and  the  Interlopers  at  Surat.  ! . . ..  Captain  Keig^ 

win  sends  an  Agent,  to  negotiates  treaty  with  Sambagee. .....  Arrival 

of  Dr.  Si.  John,    Sir  Thomas  Ctrantham,  and  the  feet,  at  Surat. 
Dr.  St.  Johns  report  on  the  state  of  the  Company^ s  affairs 

Surrender 
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CHAP.  II.    Surrender  of  the  Island  of  BooUmk^  to  Sir  TTiomat  Orantham, 


Conleott. 


and  redelivery  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat. Able  measure  of 

Prendent  Child  to  procure  an  inoeslmeat. Unsettled  ateUe  of 

Bombay  at  tliis  period. Efforts  (^  Sir  Thomas  Grantham,  fa  tdittun 

sati^acHon  for  losses  in  Persia,  ineffectual. Obstructions  to  the 

trade  on  the  Malabar  Coast. Trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast  more 

favorable. Prendent  Gyffhrds  regulations  for  extending  and  im- 

f  roving  the  trade  to  Bengal. F^ahtre  of  the  plan  Jor  resettimg 

the  Ckmqiatofs  Agency  at  Bantam. 

l6S5-B6.—Resobttion  of  the  Compai^  to  instHute  proeecmtioits,  in 

England,   against  the    Interlopers Sir  John  CkUd  a^mnttd, 

under  the  Kirk's  authority,    Captain  Creneral  and  Admiral  of  the 

Company's  Settlements  in  India Discrettomary  powers  given  to  Urn 

to  recover,  by  force,  the  arrears  of  aistoms  at  Oombroon. Seat  of 

Oovemment  ordered  to  he  transferred  Jrom  Surat  to  Bombay 

Courts  regulations  for  the  intemal  admimstraiion  of  Bombay 

Commercial  instructions  far  Saratf  Bombe^,  and  Persia The 

Agents  in  Bengal  censured  for  their  timidiiy,  respecting  the  Nabob. 

Orders  to  Fhrt  St.  George,  far  strengthening  thefort^cations, 

and  improving  the  revenues Qmrfs  secret  instrw^ions  to  cooanence 

hostilities  against  the  Mogul  and  the  NabiA  of  Dacca,  with  ^  ebjeet 
^obtaining  possession  of  Chiltagong;  and  an  expedition  Jitted  out, 

fin-  that  sermce. Subordinate  ejects  of  the  expedition,  to  attack 

the 
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CHAP.  IT.    Fort  St.  George Dtdch  endeavour  to  excite  jealousy  between  the 

Contents.     Company  and  the  Persian  Government Premature  commence-' 

ment  of  hostilities  at  Hughly Demands  of  the  Company  on  the 

Nabob  of  Bengal English  retire  to  Chutanuttee,  or  Calcutta. 

Part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  St  George  dispatched  to  Bengal. 

President  Gyffbrd  represents  to  the  Moguls  the  object  of  the 

English  armament  in  Bengal A  Settlement  formed  at  Bencoolen, 

in  Sumatra. 

1687-88. — Court  determine  to  constitute  Bombay  a  Regency^  in 

imitation  of  the  Dutch  at  Batavia Sir  John  Child  appointed 

Governor  General,  with  control  over  all  the  Settlements  and  Factories. 

Court's  orders  to  coin  money  at  Bombay,  end  for  all  country 

ships  to  take  passes  from  their  Governor  General. Commercial 

orders  for    Surat    and   Bombay Court  resolve  that  Madras 

should  assume  the  rank  of  an  Independent  Power York  Forty  at 

Bencoolen,  to  be  strengthened^    and  a  factory  formed   at   TenaS" 

sery The    Union  fag  to   be  used  at  the  Fort Charter 

obtained  for  erecting  Madras  into  a  Corporation Constitution  of 

the  Corporation  of  Madras Commercial  instructions  for  Fhrt  St. 

George. .....  Court  disapprove  of  the  truce  made  by  Mr.   Chamock 

with  the  Nabob  of  Bengal^  and  send  a  reinfdrcement  under  Captain 

Heath Private  merchards  in  Bengal  allowed  to  send  goods  to 

England  in  the  Company's  ships The  Fortress  at  Bencoolen  to  be 

strengthened, 
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strengthened,  and  a  duty  levied  on  the  pepper  belonging  to  private    CHAP.  TI. 

merchants New  regulations  for  St.  Helena  required  after  tlx     ComeDt*. 

mutim/ Precautions  of  Sir  John  Child  to  preserve  the  Compamfs 

prvpertif  at  Surat,  when  intelligence  should  arrive  of  the  war  in  Bengal. 

Sir  John  Child  proceeds  to  Bondtay,  and  dispatches  a  fleet  to 

the  Pernan  and  Arabian  Gulfs. Mr.  Harris^  and  the  Compaiof^s 

property,  detained  at  Surat. Negotiation  between  Sir  John  Child 

and  the  Governor  of  Surat Treaty  with  Sambagee  Rajah,  to 

counteract  the  oppressions  of  the  Mogul. Sir  John  Child  applies 

for  support  to  the  French  and  Dutch  Factories,and  sends  instruc  turns 
to  Fort  St.  George  to  co-operate  in  the  war. Negotiations  conti- 
nued with  the  Gooemor  of  Surat MuchtarKhan,  the  new  Gover- 
nor of  Surat,  opens  an  insidious  conanumcation  with  Mr.  Harris 

TVflife  in  Persia  very  limited. Deficiency  of  injbmuxtion,  this 

season,  from  Fort  St.  George TYuce  conclitded  by  Mr.  Chamock 

with  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  and  recommencement  of  hostilities,  on  the 
Elation  of  it,  by  the  Nabob's  GeneraL 

1688-89. — Court  determine  to  make  Bombay  the  chief  seat  of 

their  trade  and  power,  and  reduce  Surat  to  an  Agency Approve 

of  the  Provisional  Convention  with  the  Governor  of  Surat Forti- 

flcations  at  Bondtay  to  be  strengthened,  and  duties  levied,  to  defray  the 

charges Factories  on  the  Malabar  Coast  to  be  forti^d. 

Commercial  instructions  for  rendering  Bombay  the  general  dep6t  of 
U  2  the 
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CHAP    II 

v^*,^  *   the  Company  s  goods. Encouragement  to  he  given  to  the  Arme- 

Contents* 

nianSy  in  Persia The  Crovemment  of  Madras  blamed  for  not 

co-operating  in  the  war  in  Bengal. .....  Directions  to  farm  St.  Thomd 

from  the  Nabob Sir  John  Child  to  proceed  to  Bengal^  as  Super- 

visor  of  the  Company  s  Affairs. Settlers  at  St.  Helena  encouraged 

to  refnove  to  Bombay Interesting  proceedings  of  the  East- India 

Company,  during  the  successive  events  which  terminated  in  the  Revo- 
lution  Political  and  commercial  events  at  Sural  and  Bombmf 

< The  Convention  betuwen  Muchtar  KJian  and  Mr.  Harris,  an 

artifice  to  gain  time Muchtar  Khan  seizes  the  Company's  ser^ 

pants  and  property  at  Sural Sir  John  Child  intimates  to  the 

Siddee,  that  the  movement  of  his  feet  would  be  considered  as  an  act  of 

hostility  against  Bombay Courfs  order  to  occupy  Salsette  im- 

practicable,  and  the  delivery  of  their  letter  to  tke  Mogul,  inexpedient. 

Bombay  acts  on  the  defensive. Sir  John  Child  attempts 

negotiation  with  Ettimand  Khan,  the  new  Governor  of  Surat,  and 

sends  envoys  to  the  Mogul,  at  Fisiapore Death  of  Sir  John 

Child,  and  succession  of  Mr.  Harris,  at  this  tifne  a  prisoner  at  Surat. 
.....  The  Phimumnd  granted  by  Aurungzebe,at  this  period,  reduces  the 

Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  most  degraded  situation. The  Siddee's 

fleet  and  forces  invadjs  Bombay,  but  evacuate  the  Island,  on  payment 

of  theflne  imposed  by  the  Phirmaund. The  revenues  and  trade  < 

at 
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ai  Bomhay  depressed  hy  these  everds Trade  in  Persia  obstructed  CHAP.  II. 

h/  the  Dutch,  and  by  Pirates Affairs  of  Fort  St.  George  and     Coments. 

Bengal  blended,  at  the  period  of  the  disastrouf  Pkirmaundof  Awrung^ 

zebe Proceedings  of  Captain  Heath  in  Bengal,  who  retires  untk 

the  Omipamfs  servants  to  Madras Report  of  the  Agent  and 

Council  of  Bengal,  on  the  failure  of  the  attack  on  Chittagong 

Expedients  of  the  Agency  of  Fort  St.  George  on  this  emergency 

MoguTs  order  for  expelling  the  English  from  his  dominions 

Sambagee  betrayed,  and  put  to  death  by  the  Mogul,  and  succeeded  by 
the  Ram-Rajah,  wJio  granted  to  the  English  liberty  of  trade  at  Coni- 

mere Stipulations  regarding    Madras  evaded  in  the   MoguTs 

Pliirmaund. The   new  Nabob  of  BengaFs  offer  to  the  English, 

to  resettle   their  Factory  at  ffughly,  declined. Revolution  in 

Siattt    obviates     the  necessity    of   the    wir    against   that   country. 

The  commercial  efforts  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  its  subordinate 

stations,  depressed  by  these  political  events ;  and  by  the  appearance  of 

English  pirates  on  the  Coromandel  Coast State  of  the  trade  of 

the  European  Maritime  Powers  in  the  East-Indies,  at  this  juncture. 

Report  on  the  improving  state  of  Fort  St.   George  and  the 

toum  of  Madras Trade  at  Bencoolen  cmd  Indrapore  encreased, 

and  the  Settlement  in  an  improving  condition Interesting  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Compam/'s  foreign  Settlements,   on  receiving  intelli- 
gence 
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CHAP.  II.    gence  of  the  successive  events  which  terminated  m  the  Revolution. ..... 

Contentg.     Results ^  from  the  Receding  detail  of  events^  ascertaining  the  Com* 

park's  Rights,  from  the  Restoration  of  King  Charles  II.  to  the 

Revohitiony  1688-89. 


CHAPTER   II. 


RliVJEW  OF  THE  ANNALS  OF  THE  LONDON  EAST- INDIA 
COMPANY,  FROM  THE  RESTORATION  OF  THEIR  PRIVI- 
LEGES  BY  KING  CHARLES  II.,  IN  166O-I,  TO  THE  REVOLU- 
TION, 1688-9. 


1661-62. 


Having  traced  the  political  relations  between  England  chap.  ii. 
and  the  maritime  states  of  Europe,  as  preliminary  subjects,  1661-62. 
required  to  explain  the  transactions  of  the  London  East-  B"™*"?*^?^" 
India  Company,  after  they  had  their  Charter  and  exclusive  fa^nV°b7"fhe 
privileges  renewed  by  King  Charles  II.,  and  having  pro-  MSage^be- 
spectively  follbwed  up  those  relations,  during  this,  and  the  n.t^d^hein! 
subsequent  reign,  that  reference  might  be  made  to  them,  [ugaL°'  ^°^' 
in  explaining  the  annual  proceedings  of  the  Company,  during 
the  second  period  of  their  progress ;  and  having,  also,  with 
the  same  object,  traced  the  political  and  commercial  relations 

of 
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CHAP.  u.  of  the  principal  kingdoms  and  states  in  the  East-Indies  with 
1661-62.  which  the  X^ndon  Company  were  to  have  connexion,  not  only 
during  this  period,  but  during  the  long  reign  of  Aurung^ebe, 
which  continued  nearly  to  the  Union  of  the  London  and 
Enghsh  East-India  Companies,  we  are  prepared  to  resume  the 
Annals  of  the  London  East-India  Company,  and  to  connect 
their  proceedings  with  those  of  the  government,  on  which  they 
were  dependent  in  Europe,  and  with  those  of  the  powers,  at 
whose  ports  and  dominions  they  were  to  revive  and  carry  on 
the  direct  trade  between  England  and  the  East-Indies. 

The  Charter  of  King  Charles  II.  to  the  London  East- 
India  Company  had  scarcely  been  recorded  when  their  aAairs 
assumed  a  new  asjiect,  by  the  event  of  the  Island  of  Bombay, 
(within  their  limits,)  having  been  ceded  by  the  Crown  of  Portu- 
gal to  the  King,  as  part  of  the  dowiy  of  the  Infanta  Catherine, 
whom  the  King  married,  in  June  1661,  two  months  after  he 
bad  granted  to  the  London  East-India  Company  the  renewal  of 
their  Charter. 

Commercial  This  acquisition  of  the  King,  was  held  to  be  an  extension 

jealousy  of 

ihe  Duich  on  of  the  dominions  of  his  Crown,  which  would  afford  to  the  Eng- 

Ais  event. 

lish  a  port,  at  which  their  trade  could  be  in  security,  and  more 
immediately  under  the  royal  protection  : — ^this  was  viewed  with 
jealousy  by  the  States  General,  as  calculated  to  connect,  more 
strictly,  the  London  East-India  Company  with  the  Crown,  and 
to  revive  the  rivalship  of  the  two  European  powers  in  the  East- 
Indies,  by  assimilating  the  Company's  interests  with  those  of 

the 
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the  State,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Dutch  Companies  had    chap.u. 
been  with  the  States  Greneral,  and  therefore  to  render  the  mal-  1661-62. 

.  •         1       -n  -r  Terroiofthe 

ship  of  the  two  nations  m  the  East-Indies,  more  immediatelv  treaty  wiib 

Partuga),  re- 
connected With  the  relations  which  suhsi^ted  between  them,  in  lative  to  tbs 

ceuion  of 

Europe.  Bonbar- 

By  the  dereoth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Marriage  betweeil 
King  Charles  II.  and  the  Infanta  Catherine  of  Portugal,  dated 
S3d  June  1661,  the  Crown  of  Portugal  ceded  and  granted  to 
the  Crown  of  England,  the  Island  and  Harbour  of  Bombay,  in 
full  sovereignty ;  and  it  was  understood,  that  this  grant  would 
enable  the  two  Crowns  to  maintain  their  respective  domimons 
in  the  East-Indies,  against  any  future  aggressions  and  encroach- 
ments on  their  subjects  and  trade,  by  the  Dutch  Company. 

By  the  Secret  Article  of  this  treaty,  the  King  of  England 
obliged  himself  to  guaranty  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  the  pos- 
sessions of  that  Crovra^  in  the  East-Indies  ;  and  to  mediate  a 
peace  between  Portugal  and  the  States  General,  with  the  oh-- 
ject,  that  the  respective  possessions  of  the  two  nations,  in  that 
quarter,  might  be  ascertained ;  and  then  explained,  that  should 
the  States  General  refuse  to  accept  of  such  mediation,  the  King 
would  employ  his  forces  and  fieets,  to  compel  the  States  to 
accede  to  these  conditions,  and  to  obtain  restitution  to  the 
Crown  of  Portugal,  of  such  Portuguese  settlements  in  the 
East-Indies,  as  the  Dutch  might,  subsequent  to  this  treaty, 
become  possessed  of.^'^ 

VOL.  II.  P  On 

(1)— Original  Batification  by  the  King  of  PoKiiga],  of  the  Trealj  of  Peace  and  Com- 
merce*  between  EoglandaDd  Porlogal,  and  of  Marrtage,  betwtan  King  Cbartei  U.antii- 
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*^^'^J1!>'  ^c*^nces  of  the  Rrirate  Traders  or  Interlc^rs,  or  when  the 
1661  -62.  licences  had  been  withdrawn  from  traders  of  this  descriptioi>, 
form  any  new  stock,  or  enlarge  their  equipments,  to  the  extent 
,which  might  have  been  wtpecrted  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  dis- 
-covered  a  commercial  cautitm,  -proL>eeding,  probably,  from 
,the  disappointment  and  heavy  losses  they  bad  experienced,  ia 
trusting  to  the  stahlhty  of  re-grants  <^  priril^es ;  and  there- 
fore, though  Sir  George  Oxinden,  and  their  shipping,  were  to 
■proceed  with  the  King's  fleet,  the  Ckmrt  resolved  to  narrow 
'the  line  -of  their  trade,  and  to  confine  it  to  the  Presidencies 
of  Surat  and  of  Fort  St.  Greorge,  and  the  factory  at  Bantam, 
and  to  their  respective  dependencies. 

Sir  George  Oxinden  was,  in  particular,  to  endeavour  to 
preserve  the  Factories  and  Agencies  on  the  Malabar  Coast, 
and  to  restore  the  trade  between  Surat  and  Fort  St.  George, 
and  between  Ae  FOrt  and  Bantam,  for  which  ships  would  be 
dispatched,  at  the  proper  seasons,  from  £ngland,  to  bring 
home  goods,  suited  to  the  home  sales : — ^he  was  also  to  specify, 
distinctly,  the  prices  at  which  the  exports  from  England  could 
be  sold. 

The  attention  of  the  {Resident  was,  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, to  be  directed  to  put  a  stop  to  the  private  trade  of  the 
Company's  servants,  who,  under  the  pretext  of  acting  for  the 
Company,  had  been  engaged  in  dealings  on  their  own  ac- 
count, to  the  detriment  of  the  Company's  sales  and  purchases : 
frr«uch  of  those  servants  whom  he  might  find  engaged,  in  this 

illicit 
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CHAP.  II. 

1661-62.  


The  Gover-  J^e  uncertainty  which,  in  this  season,  prevailed  in  all 

nor  of  Surat 

and  the  Pri-  the  Company's  foreign  Presidencies  and  FactcHies,  respecting 
continue  their  the  actual  situation,  either  of  die  government  in  Enfi^land,  or 

oppressions  of  o  ^ 

the  Surat       of  the  powcrs  which  might  remain  with  the  Company,  suffi- 
ciently accounts  for  their  servants  at  Surat  continuing  to  act 

0 

under  the  former  instructions  of  the  Court,  by  calling  in  their 
Out«£ftctc»ries  and  Agencies,  and  confining  their  efforts  .to  pro- 
vide a  limited  investment  for  the  homeward  shipping.  In  dis^ 
charging  the  first  of  those  duties,  they  had  not  been  able, 
from  want  of  shipping,  to  bring  off  the  Company's  estate, 
either  firom  Persia  or  Bussora,  and  had  been  exposed,  from 
the  debts  due  by  the  M^chant  Adventurers,  or  as  they  are 
termed  in  the  dispatches  from  Surat,  "  Open  Traders^^  to 
the  most  unreasonable  demands  by  the  Governor  of  Surat,  by 
whoin^  at  one  time,  they  had  been  shut  up  in  their  Factory, 
till  he  could  extort  money  from  them,  under  pretext  of  the 
payment  of  those  debts : — ^in  this  situation,  they  could  only 
direct  their  ships  to  touch  at  Goa,  Cochin,  Carwar,  and  other 
places  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  to  purchase  pepper,  or  any 
goods  they  might  think  suited  to  the  home  market. 
The  Agemy  If,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  conduct  of  Meer  Jumlah, 

of  Bengal  ex- 

posed  to  the  the 

oppression  of 

Iteer  urn-      |(jgi.62,  inclosing  Copj  of  Warrant  under  the  Privy  Seal,  for  seizing  unlicensed  persons 

in  India,  2ist  February  l66l»G2. 
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CHAP.  IT.   obliged^  not  only  to  come  in  fleets^  but  to  make  a  drcaitoas 
1661-62.  voyage^    till  they  should  receive  intelligence  from  England, 

we  discover  the  reason  why  the  Court,  in  this  year,  remained 
Ignorant  of  the  state  of  their  affairs  at  Fort  St.  George  and 
at  Bantam,  and  their  dependencies. 
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CHAP  J  I.   it  is  not  possible  to  bring  under  review  the  transactions,  be- 
1662-63.  tween  the  East-India  Company  and  this  African  Company,  and 
the  Colonies  which  the  Duke  of  York  projected  to  establish, 
without  adverting  to  those  interesting  commercial  facts. 

During  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a  commercial  spe- 
cidation  prevailed,  that  gold,  elepliants'  teeth,  and  labourers, 
might  be  obtained  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  that  the  gold  and 
ivory  might  become  important  articles  of  trade,  and  the  la- 
bourers  employed,  with  advantage,  in  cultivating  the  West- 
India  Islands.  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  exclusive  privil^es 
to  what  was  termed  the  First  AfHcan,  or  Guinea  Company, 
and  this  grant  is  interesting,  as  marking  the  first  commercial 
relations  between  England  and  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

In  the  preceding  detail  it  has  appeared,  th^t  the  Assada 
Association  had  been  formed,  and  the  London  Company  com- 
pelled to  unite  with  them ;  and,  on  this  event,  the  Ijondon 
East-India  Company  formed  settlements  at  Cape  Cormantine, 
Benin,  &c.  After  the  capture  of  Jamaica,  the  English  set- 
tlements having  encreased,  it  became  impracticable  to  culti- 
vate them,  except  by  means  of  a  large  proporticm  of  African 
labourers,  denominated  slaves,  whose  constitutions  were  fitted 
to  cultivate  the  valuable  produce  brought  from  the  West-In- 
dies to  England  : — this  led  to  the  employment  of  capital  and 
shipping  in  the  African  trade,  and  to  considerable  demands 
for  British  manufactures,  for  maintaining  and  clothing  these 
labourers,  who  were  found  not  only  necessary  to  enable  the 

planters 
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CBA^.  I^e  Court  of  Committees,  or  Directon,  on  this   occft- 

1662-63.  CTOn,    sent    instractions   to   tkcir  Factors  on  the   Coa«t  of 

Agreement 

between  ibe   Africa,  foonded  tm  an  iafreement,  ikutied  the  16th  bf  Octobef 

RoyalAfrican  '  ^' 

Company      j^g   bctwecn  thc  LondoD  East-India  Conpony  and  the  Rsyal 

and  the  East-  '  '        ■"  '^ 

India  Com-     AfHcau  tkimpODy,  of  which  ikn  ftAkfwvag  ib  ikt  substMace  :— 
That  «he  Ea«t-I»(Qa  Compatiy  sImr^  be  aUowed  to  die 
25th  of  Mardh  1663,  to  dispose  of  their  goods  and  estate  ea 
the  Coast  f>f  Gnmea,  and  t^K^  they  ttij^ht  leave  two  FactoM 
there,  to  Superintend  and  ttaiMrigie  the  sale ;— ^at  4te  .Mrican 
C^mpatay  sk6vM  iie  aXUttred  ««ti  per  cent,  by  the  East-Jbutia 
Company,  for  ail  goods  sold  -after  the  said  25di  of  March;— 
that  Port  ConnaDthw,  ^^rt  Wyamba,  and  the  Factories  at 
Gape  Coast  Castfe,  ntd  Bestra,  dnrald  be  delivered,  by  the 
East-India  Company,  to  the  Royal  African  Company,  with 
-all  milttai^  stores,  ^.   on  the  j&th  of  Mai«h  1663,    who 
Were  to  take  into  their  en^loy,  the  soldiers  of  the  Bast-India 
Cohipany,  serving  at  those  staticms  ; — that  the  Royal  Afiicaa 
Company  should  pay  to   the  London  East-India  Company 
the  purc^tase-money  of  Cape  Coast  Castle ;— that  the  East- 
ing Cdmpany  should  be  allowed  to    send  a  ship,  witlna 
twdive  months 'after  the  said  2Sth  of  March,  to  take  off  the 
remains  of  dieir  g(K>ds,  and  that  all  househtdd  fhmitore,  and 
'spare  stores,  -bekm^ng  to  the  East-India  Ccanpany,  should  be 
token  off  %  thb  Royal  Aincan 'Company,  at  a  imr  valuation/'^ 

It 

(1) — Article!  ef  Agreement  between  the  Rojral  African  Company  and  the  EwtJndik 
Company,  dated  l6th  October  1662,  «DoiMcd  in  a  letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Facton 
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It    was   under  these  circamstanees.    that  the  London    chaf.il 
Company  sent  out  the  followinff  instructions  to  their  ser-  1662-63. 

^      ^  ^  ^  Court's  In- 

vants  at  Fort  Connantine  : — ^to  sell  off  all  the  goods  and  pro-  structions  to 

their  Factors, 

pert?  bdoi^iiMf  to  the  Compuiy^  on  such  tenns  as  they  could  at  Fort  Cor- 

*        "^  roantine,  ia 

obtain ; — to  endeavour  to  dispose  of  as  much  of  them  as  pos-  Africa,  on 

^  ^      thisagree- 

sible,  to  the  Dutch  Company,  and  to  vest  the  proceeds  in  ment. 
gcdd,  to  be  sent,  tb&s  isieason,  to  their  Factoii^  in  India  i — 
to  purchase  from  the  Dutch,  Danes,  Swedes,  and  adven- 
turers fitHn  every  country,  gold,  at  ^3. 10^.  per  ounce,  and 
to  grant  bilk  on  the  Company  for  the  amount : — as  the  Court 
expected  ^25,000,  in  gold,  would  be  collected  by  these  saks, 
tJie  Factors  were  to  dispatch  a  ship  to  India,  with  the  value ; 
--^another  ship  was  to  proceed  from  England,  £ar  the  Coast 
of  Africa,  kk  one  month  afb&r  these  orders  had  been  sent  off; 
on  this  ship  the  Factors  w^re  to  send  the  amoujdt  o£  all  the 
stores  of  the  Company,  which  might  remain,  which  were  to 
be  sold  for  whatevOT  price  they  would  bring,  in  gold ;  and  that 
such  of  the  Company's  servants,  as  might  wish  to  return  to 
England,  were  to  be  allowed  a  passage  to  St.  Helena,  (which^ 
unce  the  year  IG&^y  ^^^  Company  had  been  endeavouring 
to  settle  and  colonize,  as  a  Citation  cat  which  their  shi^ 
might  touch  for  fresh  water  and  provisions,  and  which 
was  granted  to  them,  in  fiill  possession,  by  the  Charter 
of  King    Charles   II.,   in    1661)   to    which  Island  orders 

had 

at  Fort  Connantine^  ^tb  06t<dBer  l6&i«— —  Anderjonfs  Hiatoiy  of  Commerce^  vol. 
ii,  page  473. 
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^!1^L3*  ^^^  ^^^  ^^'^^^    *^    accommodate  them  with   a  passage    Uy 

1662-63.  England.  0) 

Captain  Mitchell,  of  the  ship  Castle  Frigate,  on  account 
of  the  great  mortality  of  the  Company's  servants  on  the  Coast 
of  Africa,  had  been  appointed  the  Company's  chief  Agent 
there,  with  instructions  to  wind  up  their,  afiairs,  and  to  sell  the 
whole  of  the  Company's  stock,  either  to  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany, or  to  individuals,  but  to  take  gold,  rather  than  to  grant 
bills  on  England  : — the  gold,  with  the  elephants'  teeth  which 
might  remain  unsold,  were  to  be  forwarded  to  Madras : — after 
delivering  over  the  forts,  and  the  troops  in  the  Coinpany's 
service,  to  the  Royal  African  Company,  Captain  Mitchell  was 
to  consign  whatever  goods  might  remain  to  four  factors,  who 
were  to  reside  at  Fort  Cormantine,  till  they  could  dispose  of 
them,  and  finally  wind  up  the  Company's  affairs  on  the  Coast 
of  Africa.^^ 

During  the  period  in  which  the  East-India  Company^ 
occupied  stations  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  besides  the  gold, 
elephants'  teeth,  &c.  which  they  sent  to  their  factories  at 
Madras  and  at  Bantam,  they  also  embarked  a  proportion  of 
African  labourers,  both  to  assist  in  erecting  their  houses  of 
trade,  and  forts  ^  mid,  from  being  foreigners,  and  dependant  on 

their 

XO^^^^^^^>'^°^^^^^°'^^o^c'PAc^o"<^tPoftCo*'°>^tine^  27th  October  1662. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Factors  at  Fort  Cormantine^  2d  January  l662-63« 
— »  CommisBion  and  Instructions  from  the  Court  to  Captain  Mitchell^  of  the  Castb 
jFxjgate,  2d  January  1662*63. 
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their  factors,  were  to  be  trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  and  to   chap.  ii. 
assist  ill  the  defence  of  their  establishments,  when  attacked  by  1662-63. 
the  natiyes.     In  the  sequel,  we  shall  discover,  that  the  descen- 
dants of  those  Africans  formed  a  constituent  part  of  the  mili- 
tary guards  of  the  Company's  principal  establishments. 

After  explaining  the  relations  between  the  Crown  and  the  Equipment, 

stock,  and 

Company,  in  so  far  as  regarded  the  acquisition  of  Bombay,  in  commercial 
the  preceding  season,  and  the  transfer  of  the  Company's  o^thisgeason; 
African  Settlements  to  the  Royal  African  Company,  we  have 
to  trace  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  Mdth  respect  to  the 
equipments  and  stock  appropriated  to  each  of  their  foreign 
Presidencies,  and  the  instructions  whidi  they  gave  to  their 
2^rvants,  as  to  the  mode  of  reviving  their  trade  : — on  these 
subjects  it  may  be  observed,  that,  during  the  confusions  which 
had  preceded  the  re-establishment  of  their  Charter  and  exclu- 
siye  rights,  their  funds  for  trade  were  frequently  kept  out 
of  view,  that  they  might  neither  attract  the  notice  of  the 
ruling  factions,  nor  bring  on  questions,  respecting  their  rights ; 
but  when  those  rights  were  restored,  all  difficulties  of  this 
kind  were  removed,  and  the  trade  of  the  Company  returned  to 
its  original  principles. 

The  equipments  for  this  season,  consigned  to  Surat,  — taSurat. 
consisted  of  two  ships,  and  the  stock  and  money  was  estimated 
at  ^65,000.     The  instructions   of  the  Court    open  with  a 
reference  to  the  treaties  which  had  been  concluded,  betvs^een 
the  King  and  the  States  General,  and  the  prospect  that,  oa 

the 
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the  basis  of  those  treaties,  the  differences  between  the  Eaat- 
.  India  Companies  of  the  two  powers  would  be  adjusted  :— *^ifl;er 
approving  of  the  precautions  which  this  Presidency  had  takeii^ 
in  observing  the  former  orders  to  call  in  the  out-stations,  they 
recommended,  that  if  the  factwies  had  been  withdrawn  from 
Agra  and  Ahmedabad,  persons^  properly  qualified,  might  be 
occasionally  sent  to  those  towns,  to  purchase  indigo,  doths, 
&c.,  suited  to  the  Europe  market ;  and  farther  recommoided^ 
after  examining  the  details  which  they  had  received,  of  the 
arbitrary  manner  in  which  the  Grovemor  of  Surat  had  ^ut  up 
their  servants  within  thdr  house,  and  obstructed  them  iu 
obtaining  investments,   that  they  should,  by  every  prudent 
expedient,  endeavour  to  ccmciliate  his  favcnr ;— 4;hat  the  mea^ 
sure,    however,   of  sending  an  Agent  to  congratulate  the 
Emperor,  was  unwise,  both  because  the  expences  (which  had 
been  calculated  at  twenty  thousand  rupees)  were  great,  and 
because  the  project  of  obtaining,  through  this  mission,  farther 
exemptions  fitun  the  payment  of  duties  of  customs  at  the  port, 
might  bring  on  new  d^nands,  which  they  neither  had  the 
poww,  nor  the  means  to  satisfy;   and,  as  thk  Presidevicy 
was  still  exposed  to  the  interference  of  the  Private  Trad^is, 
the   Court  left   it  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  and 
Co«ncil,  to  dispose  of  the  English  broad-cloths  and  manu- 
factures at  small  profit,   which  would  depress  the  sales  of 

the  Private  TVaders  in  those  artidks.<^) 

The 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Coart  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Sarat,  25th  September 
1662,  24th  March  1662-63,  and  4th  April  l663. 
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'^'^5'--"'  ^*^^^  tned,  which  made  the  Bengal  silks  pass  in  the  market, 
1662-631.  as  It^an  silks : — ^when  the  assortments  obtained  in    Bengal 
should  reach  the  Fort,  one  proportioa  of  them  was    directed 
to  be   sent  to  Bantam,  at  which  they  woe  in  demand,  and 
the  other,  to  make  part  of  the  investment  for  Europe ; — the 
purchase  of  Coast  cloths  was,  however,  to  be  abridged,  firom 
the  exports  of  them  to  the  Spice  Islands  having  become  imprac- 
ticable;   but  cloths,  suited  for  the  Persian  market,    were  to 
be  bought,  it  being  in  contemplation  to  revive  and  re-establish 
that  trade.(>> 
Leiter      of         Xhe  King,  during  this  season,  having  received  a  con- 
II.    to   the  gratulatory   letter,  on  his   Restoration,    from  the    King    of 

King  of  Ban-  =•  •'  '  •  *» 

(am,  (oiicit-  Bantau,  had  been  flraciouslv  pleased  to  send  an  answer,  to  be 

I  ng  protection  °  ^  ^ 

foriheCom-  forwarded  by  the  Company,  with  a  present  of  arms,   con- 
vanti.  signed  to  their  Agent  at  Bantam; — ^in  this  letter.  His  Majesty 

recommended  his  subjects,  the  servants  of  the  East-India 
Company,  to  the  protection  of  the  King  of  Bantam,  and 
trusted  that  this  recommendation  would  obtain  for  them 
his  particular  favor : — ^the  Company,  at  the  same  time,  trans- 
mitted the  commission  from  ihe  King  and  the  States  General, 
for  the  occupation  of  Polaroon,  with  the  orders  of  the  States 
to  the  Dutch  Governor  General  at  Batavia,  and  the  Governor 
of  Banda,  to  re-deUver  the  Island  of  Polaroon  to  die  En^isb  ; 
but,   aware  of   the  evasions  of  the  Dutdi,   and  that  thef 

would 

(]]— LeHer  from  the  Conrt  (o  the  Agent  and  CooncU  at  Fort  St.  George,  dated  3ltt 
December  1662,  and  Wth  and  a6tb  February  iGOa—flS. 
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^^^^'^]'  at  the  same  time,  the  Company's  rights  and  trade  at  Sarat, 
1662*- 63.  and  at  its  dependencies. 

Before  the  fleet  under  the  Earl  of  Marlboroagh,  and  the 
Company's  ships  under  its  convoy,    left  England,  an  agree- 
ment had  been  made,  between  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
and  the  East-India  Company,  that  three  of  the  King^s  ships 
(the  Dunkirk,    Mary  Rose,    and  Convertine)  should,   after 
landing  the  troops  at  Bombay,  be  at  the  4i^posal  of  the  dPresi<^ 
dent  at  Surat,  to  bring  goods  to  Europe  on  their  accouht^  add 
that  the  Leopard  frigate,  which  hid  been  victqalled  hy  tlie 
Company,  and  sent  to  Lisbon,  to  bring  over  the  Portuguese 
Viceroy,  who  was  to  attend  the  Earl  of  Mariborough  to  Bom- 
bay,  with  powers  to  see  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  for  the 
cession  of  it,  folfilled,  should,  after  this  siervice,  proceed  to 
Goa,  and  be  offered  to  the  Viceroy^  to  bring  a  cargo,  on  his 
accoimt,  or  on  that  of  the  merchants  of  Goa,  to  Lisbon,  at 
such  rates  as  might  be  agreed  on,  between  the  Viceroy  and 
Mr.  Aungier,  who  was  to  be  dispatched  by  Sir  George  Oxin-* 
den  to  Goa,  for  this  express  purpose. 

Mr.  Amigier,  on  the  fleet  arriving  at  Johanna  Roads,  was 
sent  with  instructions  from  Sir  George  Oxinden  to  Goa,  on 
this  service : — ^in  the  event  of  the  Portuguese  Viceroy  accept- 
ing the  offer,  the  money  which  the  Company  had  expended, 
in  victualling  the  ship,  was  to  be  repaid  at  Lisbon,  at  the  rate 
of  seven  shillings  and  six-pence  per  mill-rea,  out  of  the  freight 
paid  by  the  Portuguese  : — in  the  event  of  the  Viceroy  declining 

this 
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^w^li/*  ^^^^^^^  ^^  *^^  22d  August,  and  aniyed  at  Bombay  on  tlie 
1662-63.  18th  September  1662,  and  demanded  the  cession  of  the  Island^ 

and  of  its  dependencies,  conformably  to  the  treaty  betwe^i 
the  King  and  the  Crown  of  Portugal :— the  Portuguese  Gover- 
nor of  Bombay  evaded  the  cession  of  the  Island,   and  the 
Viceroy,  who  had  come  out  in  the  English  fleet,   refused  to 
interpose  his  authority,    till  he  should  proceed  to  Groa^  and 
receive  instructions  from  the  Portuguese  Viceroy  of  the  Indies. 
It  now  appeared^  that  the  English  Admiral  had  interpreted  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  to  signify  Bombay,  and  its  dependencies,  or 
the  Islands  of  Tannah  and  Salsette,  and  that  the  Portuguese 
Viceroy  interpreted  the  treaty  to  signify  the  cession  of  the 
Island    of  Bombay    only,    not    the  cession    of  the    depen- 
dencies  situated  between  Bombay  and  Bassein,   because  thatt 
would  lay  open  this  principal  Pbrtuguese  station,  to  the  English 
at  Bombay/^^ 

The  Earl  of  Marlborough  demanded,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  cession  of  Bombay,  which  was  admitted  to  be  within  the 
terms  of  the  treaty : — ^this  was  objected  to,  by  the  Portuguese 
Governor,  on  the  pretext  that  Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  the 
commander  of  the  English  troops,  had  not  arrived;  and 
therefore  he  refused  to  allow  the  troops  to  be  landed,  though 
the  Earl  of  Marlborough  stated  the  length  of  the  voyage^ 

and 

(1)— Letter  from  Captain  Browne^  of  the  Dunkirk,  to  Sir  Geroge  Oxindeo,  dated 
Bombay*  20th  September  1662.—  Letter  from  Mr.  Anpgier  to  Sir  George  Oxinden^ 
dated  Bombay,  26th  September  1662. 
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^^A?^.   King's  troops  to  the  Mauritnis^  and  to  kave  them  there,-  tiH 
1662-63.  orders  came  from  England.     On  learning  this  rescdtitiDii,  Sir 

George  Oxinden  held  a  consultation  at  Surat,  at  which:  it  was 
resolved,  to  request  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  to  leave  the  Cod- 
vertine  man  of  war,  at  l^urat,  to  take  on  hoard  the  invest- 
ment, for  England,  that  the  Company  might  have..s<mie  return 
for  the  heavy  charges  incurred ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
postpone  sending  the  €!ompan/s  ships  or  good$.  to^  Bkntmn^ 
leaving  the  investments  at  that  place  to  come  to  England 
on  the  ships  destined  to  that  port,  till  they  should  receive 
instructions  from  the  Court/*) 
Plan  of  Sir  Mr.  Aungier,  it  has  already  been  mentioned,  had  been 

indcn^^to  *  s^ut  from  Surat  to  Goa,  to  ofler  to  theVicen^  to  cirry  a 
mwiaii^^  Portuguese  investment  to  Lisbon,  on  freight : — ^Thotigh  he  was 
the  Viceroy  favorably  received,  the  conduct  of  the  Viceroy  was  neither  con- 

of  GosL 

formable  to  the  intentions  of  the  Comnusaoners  of  thef  Navy, 
to  acconunodate  the  Portuguese,  by  receiving  their  goods  on 
board  the  King^s  ship  Leopard,  nor  to  the  expectations  of  the 
Company,  of  receiving  fit>m  the  freight  a  compensatitm  for 
the  charges  they  had  incurred,  in  sending  this  ship  to  I^sbon^ 
to  accommodate  the  Viceroy,  and  to  carry  this  officer  to 
Bombay. 

After  a  tedious  n^otiation,  respecting  the  fr^ht,  Mr. 
Aungier  o£br^  it,  at  the  rate  of  dBSl.  3s.  6d.  per  ton,  to 

the 


(t)-^anit  CoDSoltttioDf,  QOA  October  1(362. 
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CHAP.  II.    of  Cochin  and  Cannaoore,  and,  in  fact,  excluded  the  Engliali 
1662-63.  from  every  port,  except  Carwar,  at  which,  also,  they  were 

establishing  a  factory.^*} 
Trade  od  the  The  Company's  affairs  at  Fobt  St.  Gbobge  remained 

.Corooaaodd  ...  .  -  •  ■  •   ■ 

Coait  imped-  nearly  in  the  ^me  situation,  in  which  they  were  described  in 

ed«  by  (be 

war  ia  the      the  scasou  1660-61,  that  is,  with  the  funds  they  had  receired, 

Carnatic. 

but  embarrassed  in  the  application  of  them,  both  in  their  salei 

and  in  their  purchases,  by  the  wars  in  the  Carnatic  between 

the  Country  Powers ;  and  therefore  directed  their  eflwts,  on 

the  one  hand,  to  improve  the  trade  between  the  Corcunandd 

Coast  and  Bengal,   and,  on  the  other,   to   revive  the  trade 

between  the  Coast  and  Bantam,  till  the  arrival  of  Sir  Edward 

Winter,   in  September  1662. 

Proceeding!  In  the  bcwne  transactioos  of  last  season,  the  powers  with 

mrd'^Wmter  whlch  Sir  £dward  Winter  was  vested,  under  the  Charter  of 

at  Fort  St.     Cbaries  II.,  have  been  explained.     On  entering  on  his  duties, 

^^^         be    founds   tiiat    the   Con^any's    aervants,^  over    wbrau    be 

had  been    appointed,    had  been  much  reduced  ia  nufflbeTr 

by  mortality ;  and,   therefore,  cme  oi  his  first  demands  was 

for  persons,  properly   ^pialifieid^  to   fiU  up.  his  Council,  and  to 

beAgent^  aft  the  Out<fectories,  as,  tnm  Ins  present  situatioD, 

ib»point  of  assistance,  it  was  necessary  to  withdraw  the  Agencies 

from   Verasheroon  and  Pettipolee :   at  a  time  when  his  efforts 

were  required,  if  possible^  to  restore  the  trade  at  Masufipatam 

and  Madapollam. 

Ob 

(0— General  Letter  from  the  Preddent  and  Council  of  Sural  to  the  Cooit,  Al». 
April  1663. 
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1662-63. 

Evasions  pf 
the  Datch  to 
cede  the  If  • 
laod  of  Pola- 
rooo,  and  dif- 
ficulty of  pro- 
cor'iDg  an  in- 
vestnoent  at 
Bantam. 


It  might  have  been  expected,  from  the  treaty  in  Europe, 
between  the  King  and  the  States  General,  and  the  commission 
of  the  States  to  the  Governor  General  of  Batavia,  and  the  Go- 
vemor  of  Banda,   and  from  the  powers  with  which  the  Agent 
and  Council  at  Bantam  had  been  vested,  under  authority  from 
the  King,  that  the  Island  of  Polaroon  would  have  been  ceded, 
as  soon  as  these  full  powers  should  have  been  produced ;  but, 
so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  the  Dutch  Governor  at  Pola- 
roon  refused  to  deliver  up  the  Island,  till  he,  should  receive 
instructions  from  the  Governor  of  Banda,  to  which  he  was  more 
immediately  subordinate : — ^When  application  was  made  to  the 
Governor  of  Banda,  and  the  same  orders  produced  to  him,  he, 
in  like  manner,  refused  to  deliver  the  place,  till  he  should  re-* 
ceive  instructions  from  the  Governor  G^ierat  of  Batavia  :-^^ 
these  evasions  the  Agent;and  Council  at  Bantam  endeavoure4 
to  counteract,   by  remonstrances,  and  by  a  resolution  to  send 
home  to  the  Court,  for  the  information  of  the  King,  this  gla- 
ring breach  of  treaty;  but,  instead  of  receiving  satisfaction, 
he  was  informed,  that  the  private  orders  from  Europe,  to  the 
Governor  General  of  Batavia,  were  to  postpone  the  drfrvery  of 
the  Island  of  Polaroon  to  the  English,  whatever  public  orders 
they  might  produce  to  that  efiect. 

Under  such  oppressions,  and  with  reference  to  the  great 
force  which  the  Dutch  possessed,  by  having  troops  at  Batavia, 
sufficient  to  control  the  Native  Powers  to  an  observance  of  their 
monopoly  of  the  pepper  trade,  and  with  reference  to  their 

naval 
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naval  power,  which  had  excluded  the  English,  both  from  the  chap.  il 
Bandas  and  Moluccas,  and  to  the  very  inferior  force,  of  either  1662 -63. 
description,  which  the  English  possessed,  the  Agency  of  Bantam 
were  reduced  to  great  distress,  for  they  had  no  means  of  obtain- 
ing any  quantity  of  pepper,  or  the  finer  spices,  for  an  invest- 
ment, or  of  procuring  Malabar  or  Coromandel  goods,  required  to 
revive  the  southern  markets ;  besides^  under  the  pretext  of  the 
cargoes  of  the  English  ships  including  Portuguese  property,  the 
Dutch  had  seized  and  pillaged  those  ships  :  oppressions  which 
would  explain  the  reason  of  the  small  investment  which  the 
Agency  of  Bantam  could  this  sea^n  procure,  either  for  the 
Company's,  or  for  the  King's  ships,  which  had  arrived  at 
JBan|;am.  to  receive  thenL<^> 

7l)<— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam  to  the  Courts  30th  September 
1662,  ani  25tbMa/ 1663.-^  Letter  from'  the  Agent  and  Coracil  of  Bantam  to  tl^ 
Bcendent  and  CohncU  of  SaraC^  ISthiAugost  1663. 


.      ^  ..     •:    ' 
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1663-64. 


CHA^ii.  The  tfaiYsactions  of  tBe  Loitcl<m  East>India  Compaay^  in 

1663-  64.  this  si^asdn,  contmned  to  he  mixed  wHh  those  of  the  State ;  and 
8tranoeof  the  jthecrentSy  in  wfaiidb  the  Court  and  the  Kill's  minist^^  were 

King  to  the" 

Portuguese     concemed^  become  necessary  prdtminariei^  to  idie  AiU  nader- 

Ambaasadorj  ^  ^  ^  r\  r^  r 

on  the  con-    Standing  of  the  instructions,  which  the  Court  of  CtMBitiittees 

duct  of  the 

Viceroy  of    sent  to  their  foreign  Presidencies  and  Kftctories. 

Goa,  in  re* 

fusing  the  In  the  foreign  transactions  of  <he  ptecedii^  year,  ft  was 

cession  of  ^  *  w   r 

Bombay  and  mentioned,  that  on  the  refusal  of  the  Portuguese  Governor  of 

Its  dependeai^  ^ 

^'^^  3pmhay  and  the  Viceroy  of  <Joa,  to  deliver  up  Bombay  and  its 

dep^idcncies  to  the  Eaii  of  Marlb<HY)ugh  and  Sir  Ahrabam 
Shipman,  and  on  finding  it  impracticd.ble  to  land  the  tex>op», 
for  refreshment,  at  Surat,  which  would  have  excited  the  jea- 
lousy, if  not  the  direct  opposition  of  the  Mogul  Governor,  the 
Earl  of  Marlborough  set  sail  with  the  King's  ships  for  Eng- 
land, with  the  exception  of  the  Leopard  frigate.  On  his  arri- 
val, the  Governor  and  Committees  of  the  London  East-India 

« 

Company  waited  on  him,  to  express  their  acknowledgements, 
for  the  care  which  he  had  taken  of  their  shipping,  on  the  out-» 
ward  voyage,  and  for  the  support  which  he  had  aflforded  to  Sir 
George  Oxinden,  on  his  assuming  the  administration  of  the 
Presidency  of  Surat ;  and,  particularly,  for  his  protection  to 

their 
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CHAP.  II.    cle  of  the  treaty,  for  counterbalancing  the  comtuefcial  and 
1663-64  naval  superiority  of  the  Dutch  in  the  East -Indies.''* 
BamoD-  When  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  sailed  fix>m  the  Malabar 

■tranoe  to  the 

siaiM  Gen«-  Coast,  With  the  King's  fleet,  for  England,  he  had  consented 

lal.  on  the  '  °  . 

i^ard  Fri-  to  Icavc  the  Leopard  fri^te  at  Surat,  to  take  in  part  of  the 

gate  being  r  o  r 

obitructed,  in  Companv's  investment,  and  to  proceed  to  Porcat,  under  the 

procuring  an  '  * 

invMtmeni  of  j^ea,  that  the  Dutch  would  be  less  disposed  to  resist  a  King's 

pepper  «t  *  »^  *' 

PoTcaL  gjjip^  tjjan  they  would  to  obstruct  a  vessel  belonging  to  the 

Ck)nipany  : — It  would  appear  that,  at  this  time^  the  Dutch  had 
80  far  succeeded  in  their  war  against  the  Rajah  of  that  place,  as 
to  have  got  possession  of  the  port,  and  that  they  had  preveoted 
the  Leopard  from  taking  in  the  Company's  investment  which 
had  been  provided  at  that  place ;  upon  which  the  JLeopard  had 
retmned  to  Surat : — this  breach  of  the  ifubsisting  treaty, 
between  the  King  and  the  States  General,  produced  a  rempn- 
strance  from  Sir  George  Downing,  the  King's  Ambassador  ait 
the  Hague,  in  substance,  that,  admitting  the  Dutch  to  have 
acquired  possession  of  Porcat,  or  having  it  ceded  to  them  by 
the  Rajah,  they  bad  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  English 
Factory  in  its  trade,  or.  to  prevent  the  putting  the  investment, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  Europe,  on  board  the  ship.  In  the 
conferences  of  the  Ambassador  with  the  Pensionary  De  Witt, 
the  States  General  and  the  Dutch  Directors  were  so  mudi 

assimilated, 

(I)— Letter  from  the  Conrt  to  the  IVnident  and  Coancil  of  Surat,  lOtb  Aupat 
1663.—  HUtorical  Account  of  Bombajr,  ptgtt  g,  10,  in  which  copie*  of  the  Hcno- 
fiala  and  Aniven  are  printed. 


.J 
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CWAF-JL   send  orders  to  their  foreign  Presidencies,    that   tbe  biRDe- 
U63-64.  ward  ships  ^ould  sail  as  a  fleet,  and  be  pre^>ared  to  defend 

tbonselves  against  any  enemy.^'^ 

u^raajcm  TTie    particular    instructions   to    Sir    George   OxindeH, 

^^'■*^  w  respecting  the  trade   at   Surat  and  on  the   Malabar  Coast, 

r* ^''^T-    ^™'*^»  t^^  *^6  sales  of  English  produce  should  be  efllected, 

'•"^  at  as  low  rates  as  possible,  to  bear  down  the  Rivate  Traders, 

and    the   investment   collected,  partly  at   Surat,    and    partlf 

on  the  Malabar  Coast ;  that,  though  it  would  be  expedient 

to  keep  up  the  Company's  right  to  the  moiety  of  the  cus- 

toms  at  Gombroon,  the  other  Factories  in  Persia  ought  to  be 

withdrawn,  and  two  or  three  persons  only  left  at  Gombnxm, 

to  wait  opportunities  for  the  trade  renewing,     and  allowed 

five  per  cent,  on  such  customs  as  they  might  recover,  to  defray 

all  expences ;  but  if  this  plan  should  not  be  practicable,  the 

President    was   annually  to  send   an  -Agent  from    Surat  to 

Gombroon,  to  demand,  and  to  receive,  the  money  due  to  the 

Company  on  that  account/*) 

Orderg  to  Sir  The  Court,  uot  faaving  heard  of  tbe  measures  which  Sir 

Edward  ® 

Winter,  to     Edward  Winter  had  adopted  at  Foet  St.  Geoboe,  under  the 

tirenglhen 

the  Rairison    instructions  wbich  be  had  received  in  the  precedinjr  season, 

of  Fort  St.  *^  * 

George,  atid  after  repeating  the  information  which  they  had  conveyed  to 

to  revise  the  "^  °  "^  "^     _ 

trade  be-       SuTat,  on  the  subjects  of  the  negotiation  between  the  King 

iween  Ma-  '  "  ° 

draiandBaa-  and 

lam. 

<1)— Letter  fnm  tbe  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  91b  and 
17tb  March  1663-64. 

(a)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Preudent  and  Council  of  Sarat,  lOtb  Aogiut  l663. 


December  l663, 
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CHAP.  IL  session  of  it,  when  the  crew  of  hb  vessel  was  superior  in 
1663-64.  numbers  to  the  small  I>utch  gaxTison,  was  considered  by  the 

Court  to  be  so  improper,  that  they  recalled  him ;  a&  they  were 
of  opinion,  from  a  conyersadon  with  the  I>utcb  Ambassador 
at  London,    that  he  had  been  bribed  by  the  Dutch,   and 
*    that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trufat.     Mr.  Quarles 
Browne  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  : — the  instructions  to 
Mr.  Browne  were,  to  take  decisive  measures  to  get  possesaimi 
of  the  Island,  and  not  to  be  prevented  from  asserting^  the 
Company's  right  to  it,  by  any  I>utdb  force  which  it  migt^t 
be  within  his  power  to  subdue.     The  more  effectually  to  se- 
cure Pidaroon,  Major  Francis  Willoughby  was  appointed  to 
be  Lieutenant,   or  Governor,  of  the  Island,  at  a  salary  of 
^50  per  annum,  for  five  years : — ^he  was  furnished  with  a 
plan^  for  erecting  a  fortification  for  the  defence  of  the  place, 
and  was  to  receive  all  his  orders  from  Agent  Browne  and  the 
Council  at  Bantam. 

It  being  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  East-India 
Company,  to  revive  the  trade  at  Bantam,  the  Court  signified 
their  intention  to  send  shipping  sufficient  to  bring  home  two 
thousand  tons  of  pepper,  annually,  from  this  port,  and  from 
Jambee,  and  such  proportions  of  the  finer  spices,  as  could  be 
procured  from  Maccassar : — the  spices,  however,  to  be  sent  to 
Bantam  regularly,  as  they  were  obtained,  to  make  part  of  the 
investment  from  that  place : — as  soon  as  this  tonnage  could  be 
filled  up,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Court  to  increase  it ;  and 

thev 
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^HARU.    events  induced  Sir  Abr^am  Shipm^  to  make  a  propositioii 
1663-64.  to  Sir  George  Oxinden  and  the  Council  of  Surat^  to  cede  the 

rights  to  Bombay  to  the  Company,   if  the  Viceroy  of 
could  be  brought  to  assent  to  this  arrangement. 


This  offer  re-  On  consultatiou,  it  was  resolved  by  the  President  and 

fused.  Sir  ^  ^  ^ 

GeorgeOxiti.  Council  to  reject  this  offer,  from  its  being  doubtful,  whetheav 

den  not  ha- 

ving  auiho-    without  frcsh  instructions  from  Pdrtugal,   the  Viceroy  could 

rky  from  the  .  . 

King  or  the  consent ;     and    because   the    Presidency    had    not   a  force 

Conai>any    to 

accept  it.       which  could  occupy  or  protect  the  Island  j    and,  besides,  the 
cession  of  the  right  to  the  Company,    could  be  made  by  the 
King  only  : — ^these    reasons  Sir  George  Oxinden  stated    to 
Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  to  prevent  him,  under  the  distressed 
f  circumstances  in  which  he,  and  the  troops,  were  placed,  frx>m 

disposing  of  the  right  to  any  other  power ;  and  to  preclude 
the  Company  from  being  involved  in  so  perilous  a  question, 
as  the  prc^riety  oi  accepting  the  Island  from  any  source^ 
but  from  the  King. 

The  prudence  of  this  resolution  (though  it  left  Sir  Abra* 
ham  Shipman  and  the  King's  troops  in  a  perishing  state)  was 
confirmed,  by  the  actual  circumstsmces  of  the  President  and 
Council  at  Surat.  The  Mogul  CTovemor  of  thi&  port  had 
persevered  in  drawing  frequent  small  sums  from  the  Fac- 
toiy,.  for  permission  to  carry  on  their  sales  and  purchases  i 
and  the  only  restraint  on  his  exactions^  from  the  English 
and   from   the   Dutch,    was,  the   superior  naval  power  of 

both,. 
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both,  which  the  President  emphatically  describes  to  be  "  the  *^v|J;^^'- 
"   only  hold  which  they  had  to  defend  them."  t'>  1663-64. 

With  the  object  of  bringing  before  the  Court  the  com-  f,"'"'^^^^'^; 
mercial  situation  of  this  Presidency  and  its  dependencies,  on  ^"§1^' 
the  Malabar  Coast,  Sir  George  Oxinden  explained,  that  it 
would  be  expedient  to  send,  on  the  next  ships,  a  proportion 
of  lead,  copper,  quicksilver,  coral,  and  English  broad-cloths, 
to  keep  open  the  purchases  in  the  interior,  and,  if  possible, 
sales  and  purchases  ia  Persia ; — ^that  the  order  of  the  Court, 
to  withdraw  the  Factory  from  Ahmedabad,  might  easily  h« 
obeyed,  because,  as  common  merchants,  they  might  have  sent 
Agents  to  that  city ;  but,  by  relinquishing  the  Factory,  they 
might  lose  the  right  to  resettle  it ; — that  withdrawing  the 
Agency  from  Agra  would  preclude  them  from  the  purchase  of 
haftaes,  mercolees,  or  derebauds,  portions  of  which,  with 
drugs,  cotton-yarn,  and  callicoes,  were  required  for  the  Eu- 
rope investment,  and  were  essential  in  any  experiment  to  re* 
open  the  trade  with  Persia ; — that  the  proportion  of  the  in- 
vffltment  from  the  Malabar  Coast,  or  pepper,  cardamoms,  &c. 
had,  in  this  season,  been  with  difficulty  obtained  at  Porcat 
and  Batticolo  ; — for,  at  Carwar,  purchases  had  been  impracti- 
cable, frxim  the  civil  wars  between  the  Rajahs  and  Princes ; 
though,  on  this  Coast,  the  sale  of  lead  and  broad-cloths  had 
continued,    and  pepper,    cardamoms,    and  dungarees,    been 

procured 

(1)—Lelte«  from  the  Preiident  and  Council  of  Sural  lo  Ihe  Court,  14th  Nwember 
1663,  and  28th  January  1663-64. 
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CHAP.  It.    procured  io  exchange ;  and  that  the  ships,  as  they   arrived, 
1663-64.   had  been  dispatched,  to  take  in  these  assortments.  '>> 

As  the  Dutch  piower  extended  over  ahnost  every  port  on 
the  Malabar  Coast,  Sir  .George  Oxindea,  at  this  juncture, 
listened  to  au  ofier  made  by  the  Govemmeot  of  Acheen,  to 
grant  to  the  Company  the  whole  c^  the  trade  of  that  port, 
provided  the  English  would  undertake  to  defend  it  against 
the  Dutch  ; — tliis  offer  was  referred  to  the  Court,  the  Presi- 
dency not  having  the  force  this  protection  required ;  but  after 
stating  to  them,  the  value  of  the  trade  which  might  be  esta- 
blished between  Sumatra  and  Surat,  desired  instructions  on 
the  subject. 
Surat  attack-  These  commercial  arrangements  were  unexpectedly  ioter- 

ed  and  pil- 
laged bj  Se-  rupted,  in  January  1663-64,  by  a  sudden  attack  on  Surat,  by 

vagee,  and 

ibeCom-       Sevagee's  army,  commanded  by  this  chief,  in  person.     On  his 

paay't  Fac. 

tcn7  defended  approach,  the  Governor  shut  himself  up  in  the  castle,  while 

by  Sir  George 

OxiDden.  the  inhabitants  fled,  either  in  boats,  or  into  the  adjuioii^ 
country  : — in  this  emergency,  Sir  George  Oxinden,  and  the 
Company's  servants,  shut  themselves  up  in  the  Factory,  with 
their  property,  which  they  estimated  at  ^80,000,  and,  after 
fortifying  it,  called  in  the  ships'  crews  for  its  defence : — ^wbea 
attacked,  they  made  a  brave  and  obstinate  resistance,  and  this 
opposition  not  only  preserved  the  Factory,  but  the  town,  from 
destruction : — Sevagee,  however,  carried  off  an  immense 
booty.  On 

(1)— Letter  from  the  PmidentiDd  Council  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  28th  Jmwry 
1663-64. 
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^^AR  IL   of  copper,  tin,  spices,  &c    the  English  character  had    sunk 
1663-64.  in  the  estimation  of  the  Fusions,  and  the  President  had  xK>t 

power  to  enforce  the  observance  of  treaties  ; — ^that,  in  the 
opinion,  both  of  the  Agent  at  Gombroon,  and  of  the  Presi- 
dency, it  was  in  vain  to  seek  grants,  without  power  sufficient 
to  command  the  observance  of  them  ;   and  therefore,  they 
had  been  obliged  to  recur  to  the  expedient  of  sending  country 
vessels,  with  small  assortments,  to  be  disposed  of  at   Gom- 
broon,   and    to  return   with  Persian    produce  to  Surat  ;     a 
measure  intended  rather  to  keep  up  the  right  to  the  moiety  of 
the  customs,  than  calculated  to  afford  any  profitable  result/^  ^ 
Trade  on  the  Sir  Edward  Winter,  in  the  preceding  season,  had,  under 

Coromandel 

Coast  preca-   his  instructions,  adopted  such  temporary  measures  at  Fort 

rioufl,  from 

theopposi.     St.  George,  as,  with  the  limited  fimds  which  he  then  posses- 

tion  of  the  '^ 

Dutch.  sed,   appeared  to  him  requisite  for  reviving  the   Company's 

trade  on  the  Coast  of  Coromandel,  and  carrying  it  eastwards 
to  Bantam,  and  had  sent  an  Agent  to  Bengal,  to  adjust 
the  unhappy  dispute  which  had  occurred,  respecting  the  sei- 
zure of  a  junk.  The  death  of  the  Nabob  in  this  year,  and 
thC:  uncertainty  respecting  the  person  who  might  succeed  him, 
notwithstanding  the  protection  expected  from  Aurungzebe, 
again  left  the  grants  to  the  Company,  at  Fort  St.  George, 
in  a  precarious  situation ;  and  yet,  it  was  under  these  circum- 
stances, 

(O^Letters  from  the  President  and  CoodcU  of  Surat  to  the  Courtj  J 4th  Norenaber 
1663,  and  28th  January  1663-64. 
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CHAP.  ir.    to,  would  have  been  adequate  to  the  restoration  of  tiie  Coro- 
1663-64.  mandel  trade^  as  well  as  to  the  extension  of  that  in  Bengal ; 

but  which,   from  the  state  of  the  markets  at  Masulipatajn, 
MadapoUam,  &c.,  could  not  be  employed  on  the  Coast,  suad, 
therefore,  led  to  the  project  of   employing  a  proportion   of 
them  in  establishing  a  trade  at  Siam,  at  which  sales  of  Coast 
goods  could  be  effected  with  profit,  and  returns  had  of  pro- 
duce from  Japan,  Tonquin,  and  China. 

In  regard  to  the  Fort  itself,  the  Agent  and  Council  re- 
quested a  supply  of  arms  for  the  garrison,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  officer  to  command  itS^^ 
The  trade  be-  The  Dutch,  this  season,  availing  themselves  of  the  in- 

tween    Ban-  ^  /•     i  «  •■         »»-. 

tam,  t^eCo-  eflflciency  or  the  treaty   between   the    Kmg  and  the  States 

romandel 

Coast,  and     General,  to  prevent  their   encroachments  on   the  trade    at 

the  Southern  , 

Islands,  ob-    Bantam,  got  possession  of  Cranganore  and  Cochin,   on  the 

structed  ^7  ^^ 

^he  Dutch.     Malabar  Coast,   and    prohibited    the  Natives    from  trading 

between  Cochin  and  Cape  Comorin,  without  their  pai^ses^ 
by  which  means  they  not  only  excluded  the  trade  between 
Bantam  and  the  Malabar  Coast,  but  the  trade  between  that 
port  and  the  Southern  Islands.(^> 

(1) — Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Courts  6th  and 
jOth  January  ]663«64. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Courts  25th  August  l663. 
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1664-65. 


In  connecting  the  Annals  of  the  East -India  Company  with  chap.  ii. 
the  existing  relations  between  Great -Britain,  and  the  maritime  1664-65. 


ttruclioni  to 


cumstances  of  the  seats  of  the  Company's  trade  in  the  East-  settiemeatf 
Indies,  we  have  discovered  the  sources  of  the  measures  which  pearancMof 
the  Court  of  Directors  adopted,  for  preserving  their  trade,  and  [he  Dutch. 
retaining  their  factories,  at  this  juncture,  under  the  shifiting 
pcditical  events  of  the  Eiuupean  and  Asiatic  nations. 

Early  in  the  season  1664-65,  the  Court  anticipated,  from 
their  applications  to  Government  for  protection,  against  the 
monopohzing  and  violent  projects  of  the  Dutch  in  the  East- 
Indies,  and  from  other  political  circumstances,  more  imme- 
diately within  their  notice,  that  a  Dutch  war  was  approaching : 
— aware  of  the  superiority  of  the  naval  power  and  ^nds  of  the 
Dutch  in  tlie  East,  they  had  been  taught,  by  experience,  that 
in  that  distant  quarter,  the  British  commercial  interests  were 
more  exposed  to  hazard  than  in  Europe ;  and  therefore  they 
instructed  their  President  at  Subat  to  lose  no  time,  in  putting 
the  investment  on  board  their  ships,  and  ordered  the  command* 
ers  to  hasten  from  the  Indian  Seas,  and  during  the  whole  of 

theiy 
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CHAP.  II.  their  voyage,  to  keep  themselves  prepared  against  the  enemy» 
1664-65.  and  to  avoid  touching  at  Dutch  ports.*'' 

The  uncertainty  of  a  Dutch  war  continued,  during  the 
subsequent  summer,  from  the  circumstance  of  an  Ambassador 
having  arrived  in  London,  to  accommodate  the  disputes  be- 
tween the  States  and  the  King,  and  from  an  English  envoy 
having  been  sent  to  the  Hague,  to  meet  those  pacific  overtures ; 
but  as  His  Majesty  had  expressed  his  determination  to  obtain 
redress  for  the  grievances  which  his  subjects  (pardcularly  those 
in  the  East-Indies}  had  experieni^d,  and  as  the  Couit  wvre, 
by  no  means,  sanguine  in  their  expectations  of  such  redress, 
the  great  naval  preparations,  both  in  England  and  in  Holland, 
produced  an  opinion,  that  though  peace  might  be  the  result  of 
negotiation,  war  was  the  more  probable  event : — ^for  this  rea- 
son, the  Court  intimated  their  intentions  to  the  President  of 
Surat,  to  send  out  one  ship  only  to  that  port,  and  directed  him 
to  dispose  o£  the  Company's  country  vessels  to  the  best  advan- 
tage ;  not  to  hazard  a  coasdng  trade,  and  to  transmit  lists  of 
what  chintzes,  callicoes,  and  Lahore  indigo,  they  expected  to 
be  able  to  ship  for  Europe. 

B     1.  Tf  .  It  was,  at   this   crisis,  that  the  Court  discovered   they 

KrencD  Eait-  '  '  ^ 

^"""'"foracd  '****  ***  meet  a  new  European  rival  in  a  French  Company^ 
tioiK  '^Tbe  ^^  eqoipment  of  the  ships  of  which,  in  the  last  year,  th^ 
Cmt^i  regard-  j^  copjectufed  might  be  intended  for  piratical  purposes ;  but 

it 

il>— Letter  from  the  Court  u  the  FreudeDcy  of  Sunt,  2;ih  Maj  l66-t. 
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^JAP^-  Jambee  was  to  be  cultivated,  and  the  ships  were  to  be  dis- 
1664-65.  patched  in  the  shortest  possible  time: — ^if  the  island  of  Pda- 
roon  should  not  have  been  ceded,  the  attempt  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  it  was  to  be  postponed ;  but,  if  acquired  by  the 
Presidency  of  Bantam,  every  effoTt  was  to  be  made  for  its 
defence ; — and  no  farther  stock  was  to  be  sent  to  M accassar, 
or  the  other  dependencies  of  Bantam,  while  the  uncertainty 
of  a  war  continued.  ('> 


The  death  of  While  the  events,   which  have  been  detailed,  were  oc- 

Sir  Abraham 

Shipman  in-  curring  in  Europe,  the  situatitm  of  the  Oompany's  foreign 
cret»r7,  Mr.  settlements  discover  only  despondency,  from  all  their  mea- 
cept  Bombay  swes  baviB&T  been  checked,  if  not  frustrated,  by  the  superior 

OD  the  temw  ^  '  ' 

preicribed  bj  naval  and  c<Hnmercial  means  of  the  Dutch,  even  when  they 

lbs  PotlQ- 

eueK.  could  not  have  anticipated  a  war  between  the  two  maritime 

powers  in  Europe. 

The  distressed  situation  in  which  Sir  Abraham  Shipman 
and  the  King's  troops  were  left,  on  the  Island  of  Angedivab, 
in  die  preceding  season,  after  Sir  George  Oxinden  had,  on 
consultation,  refused  to  accept  the  Island  of  Bombay,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Viceroy  of  Goa  had  not  powo*  to 
transfer   the  rights  to  the    Island,    from    the  King  to  the 

Company, 

(I)— Letter  from  Uie  Coort  to  tlie  Jigatl  and  Cooocil  at  Bantam,  2d  September 
i£64. 
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CHAP.  IT.  The  events  which  followed  this  agreement^  nffecting  the 

1664-65.  remains  of  the  armament^  discover,  not  more  their  defence- 

Return  of  the 

King*8  troops  less  situation  under  Mr.  Cooke,  than  the  diminished  numbers 

landed  at  ^  t»       i 

Bombay,  and  which  actually  left  Angedivah,  and  proceeded  to  Bombay. 

estimate  of 

their  ex-  Mr.  Cooke,  on  concluding  this  agreement  with  the  \^i€X' 

pences,  ^       ^ 

roy  of  Goa,  made  application  to  three  of  the  captains  of  the 
Company's  ships,  then  lying  at    Carwar,   lading  pepper  for 
Europe,  to  take  on  board  the  King's  troops  and  stores^   and 
accommodate  them  with  a  passage  from  Angedivah  to  Bom- 
bay : — ^these  ships  being  already  laden,  and  under  orders  to 
return  to  Surat,  the  captains  explained  to  Mr.  Cooke^  that 
they  were  not  at  liberty  to  deviate  from  their  orders,  and  that 
they  trusted  Sir  George  Oxinden,  to  whom  notification  of  the 
treaty  had  been  sent,  would  dispatch  shipping  from  Surat  to 
Angedivah,  for  this  service. 

From  an  original  return,  signed  by  Mr.  Cooke,  dated 
Angedivah,  3d  December  1664,  it  appears,  that  the  King's 
troops  which  embarked  in  England,  in  February  and  M»rch 
1661-62,  amounted  to  four  companies^  of  one  hundred  men 
each,  exclusive  of  officers,  and  that  the  charges  for  levying 
these  troops,  and  their  pay,  from  the  period  of  their  embarkation 
in  England,  to  the  time  when  they  left  Angedivah  for  Bombay, 
amounted  to  ^13,166. 17^.  lid,  and  that,  by  casualtks,  du- 
ring this  period,  they  were  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  three 
privates. 

By  direction  of  Sir  Greorge  Oxinden,  on  the  arrival  of 

the 
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the  troops  at  Bombay^  a  general  muster  and  inventory  of  chap.  il. 
stcH-es,  was  taken  by  Captain  Gary,  on  the  25th  February  and  1664 -65, 
3d  March  1664-65,  and  the  numbers  were, — ^Mr.  Cooke,  go- 
vernor, one  ensign,  four  Serjeants,  six  corporals,  four  drum- 
mers, one  surgeon,  one  surgeon's  mate,  two  gunners,  one 
gunner's  mate,  one  gun-smith,  and  ninety-seven  privates ; 
and  twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  rounds  of  shot,  and  various  articles  of  stores.  <*J 

This  unfortunate  termination  of  the  measures  which  had  ^^^^  ^^  *^*^ 

event  on  the 

been  adopted,  by  the  Crowns  of  England  and  Portugal,  for  Company's 
ensuring  to  the  former  an  independent  seat  of  trade  in  the  ^"^  ^^^^^ 
East-^Indies,  and  obtaining  for  the  latter,  the  co-operation  of 
the  English  force,  to  balance  the  superior  military  and  naval 
power  of  the  Dutch,  instead  of  relieving  the  Company's  Pre- 
sidency of  Surat  from  those  oppressions,  of  which  they  had, 
for  so  many  years,  complained,  tended  to  increase  them. 

Several  large  Dutch  ships  arrived  at  Surat,  from  Ba- 
tavia,  Cochin,  and  Japan,  and  others  from  Persia,  with  cargoes 
of  articles,  suited  to  the  Surat  and  Indian  markets,  and  these 
arrivals  depressed  the  English  sales  and  purchases,  at  the  time 
when  the  misfortunes  at  Angedivah  and  Bombay,  of  which 
the  Mogul  government  were  fully  informed,  had  lowered  the 

English 

(J)— Letter  from  Captain  Bo  wen.  Captain  Barker,  and  Captain  Higgensoo,  to  Mr. 
Cooke^  dated  Carwar,  28  November  i664.— —  Account  of  Pay  and  Disbursements  to 
the  King's  Tro(^,  from  February  l66l*62  to  3d  December  1664. -^->  Muster  taken  at 
Bombay,  by  Mr.  Gary,  22d  February  1664-65.  (East-India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper 
Office,  Nos.  228,  229,  230,  235.) 
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CHAP^.   English   character  for  power,  in  the    opinion  of  the   Na- 
1664-65.  tives,  and    discovered  their  inferior  means  for  reviving  the 
trade. 

The  situation  of  the  Out-stations  had  become  equally  pre- 
carious : — the  Dutch  had  excluded  the  English  from  making 
purchases  of  pepper,  and  other  Malabar  goods,  at  Porcat, 
and  had,  at  this  time,  got  possession  of  Calicut,  and  expelled 
the  Company's  Agent  from  that  port ;  Sir  George  Oxindeu, 
therefore,  informed  the  Court,  that  unless  an  effectual  inter- 
position by  the  King  with  the  States  General,  should  take 
place,  and  orders  be  sent  out  to  the  Dutch  Governor  General, 
to  desist  from  farther  aggressions,  the  Company's  trade  on  the 
Malabar  Coast  must  be  given  up ;  and  unless  a  sufficient  navd 
force  should  be  dispatched  from  England,  to  counter-balance 
that  which  the  Dutch  had  in  the  Indian  Seas,  it  would  be  im- 
practicable for  the  Presidency  of  Snrat  to  proceed  with  the 
trade  at  that  port,  or  to  preserve  even  their  claims  to  those 
rights,  which,  at  so  much  expence  and  danger,  had  been 
recently  ceded  to  them  by  the  Mogul. 

In  this  critical  situation,  information  reached  Sir  George 
Oxinden,  that  the  Company's  Factory  in  Bengal  was  expe- 
riencing the  most  heavy  exactions  and  obstructions  from  the 
Nabob ;  with  a  request,  that  the  IVesident,  from  his  in- 
fluence at  the  court  of  the  Mogul,  would  solicit  a  PhinnaoDd 
for  the  protection  of  that  branch  of  the  Company's  trade- 
This  application  the  IVesidency  of  Snrat  referred  to  the  Court, 


the  Court,  that  an  Agent  nuerht  be  expected  to  succeed  him  at  prened,  from 

3  -O  O  r  the  Agent  Dot 

Fort  St.  Geokge,  endeavoured  to  throw  the  whole  blame  bavingautho- 

'  -  rity  to  uie 

on  his  Council,  of  the  Company's  trade  not  being  prosecuted  forcible  met- 

^       *  °  '  sures  agaiQit 

with  sufficient  zeal,  for  they  had  thwarted  his  best  efl&rts,  which  t^  NaiiTe*. 

'  •'  '  ana  for  want 

had  been  directed  to  make  retaliation  on  the  vessels  of  the  petty  of  ?  '^'wW* 
Chiefe,  whose  depredations,  inland,  prevented  the  Company's 
sales  and  purchases  : — this  plan  lie  had,  in  the  preceding  sea- 
son, recommended  to  the  Court,  and  notwithstanding  what 
had  happened  in  Bengal,  had  required  their  authority  to  sanc- 
tion it :— to  support  this  project,  he  referred  to  the  practice  of 
the  Dutch,  whose  large  stock  and  naval  power,  he  asserted, 
would  not  have  given  them  the  trade  which  they  enjoyed,  had 
they  not  kept  in  awe  the  Native  Powers ; — that  when  he  had 
represented  to  one  of  the  country  Chiefe  the  depredations 
committed  by  his  followers  on  the  goods  passing  to  Madras,  as 
well  as  the  arbitrary  duties  imposed  on  them,  he  received  for 
answer,  that  "  when  the  English  horns  and  teeth  grew,  he 
"  would  then  free  them  from  the  duty  ;'* — Sir  Edward,  there 

fore, 

(l)-^LetterAomtliePreiidentand  Council  oF  Sunt  to  the  Coart,  3Iit  March  and 
Sth  April  l€65. 
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money  in  the  treasury  must  be  applied  to  build  and  maintain  chap.  li. 
boats  on  the  river,  to  bring  the  saltpetre  from  Patna  to  1664-65. 
Hughly,  and  the  silks  and  muslins  from  Ck)ssimbuzar  to  the 
English  Factory,  as  otherwise  the  Nabob's  boats  would  exact  an 
exorbitant  freight.  The  plan  of  inducing  the  weavers  to  come 
to  Hughly  had  failed,  from  Cossimbuzar  being  more  im- 
mediately under  the  observation  of  the  Nabob ;  it  was,  there- 
fore, by  a  Double  Stock  only,  that  the  trade,  either  at  Madras 
or  in  Bengal,  could  be  revived  or  extended  ;  and,  on  the  Coast, 
by  a  naval  force,  to  counterbalance,  at  sea,  the  obstructions 
and  arbiti'ary  demands  of  the  Chiefs  on  shore. 

The  investment  for  the  season  was  estimated  at  192,000 
pagodas,  which  sum  had  exhausted  the  treasury,  allowing  for 
the  proportion  of  the  money  remitted  to  Bengal  and  to  Ban- 
tam. The  five  ships  which  were  to  sail  with  this  investment 
had,  agreeably  to  the  Court's  directions,  received  orders  to 
keep  together,  .as  a  fleet,  and  to  act  for  the  common  defence.('> 

The  attention  of  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  in  poiaroon  de* 
1j664-65,  was  directed  to  the  recovery  of  the  Island  of  Pola-  AgentatBan- 

,  'i-ri  tain,  but  in 

roon  from  the  Dutch  ;  the  forming  a  settlement  on  the  Island  a  desolated 

state 

of  Damm,  situated  within  a  few  leagues   of  Banda ;  and  to 
the  re-opening  the  trade  with  Japan. 

During  the  whole  of  this  season,    the  evasions  of  the 

Dutch,  to  comply  with  the  treaty  in  Europe,  continued ;  and 

vojL.  II.  Y  it 

(I)— Letters  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Court,  I2di  . 
January  1664-65. 
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that  with  the  English,  expelled  the  Compan/s  servants,  who  chap.  ii. 
could  only  offer  an  unavailing  protest  against  their  conduct : —  1664-65. 
this  event,  therefore,  instead  of  relieving  the  Agent  and  Coun- 
cil of  Bantam  from  the  emharrassment  into  which  they  had  been 
thrown,  by  the  desolated  state  in  which  Polaroon  had  been 
delivered  up  to  them,  in  fact,  rendered  even  their  pepper  trade 
more  difficult ;  the  stock  of  ^12,800,  which  the  Agent  had 
received,  to  invigorate  it,  and  to  connect,  with  it,  the  trade  from 
Polaroon,  not  being  sufficient,  either  to  support  the  trade 
against  the  superior  stock  of  the  Dutch,  or  to  obtain  the  requi- 
site quantity  of  this  article,  to  meet  the  demands  at  Surat,  or 
in  the  Europe  market : — ^these  circumstances  had  made  it  im- 
practicable to  comply  with  the  Court's  orders  for  pepper  this 
season,  the  Dutch  having  engrossed  the  whole  of  the  best 
quality,  and  allowed  the  English  Agents  only  to  purchase  the 
inferior  kinds,  that  they  might,  in  the  East,  monopolize  the 
valuable  part  of  the  trade,  and  in  Europe  the  profitable 
sales. 

The  third  obiect  which  had  been  recommended  bv  the  Report,  by 

*'  ^  •  Agent 

Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  was  to  institute  an  Browne,  of 

^  the  pracrica- 

inquiry,  how  far  it  might  be  practicable  for  the  Company  to  bility  of  trade 

nt  Jap^in 

obtain  a  share  in  the  trade  to  Japan.  Mr.  Quarles  Browne, 
who,  at  this  period,  was  Agent  at  Bantam,  and  who  was  the 
only  surviving  Company's  servant  who  had  been  at  Japan,  con- 
ducted this  enquiry,  and,  in  general,  reported  to  the  Court; 
that  they  must  adopt  the  plan  which  the  Dutch  had  followed, 

Y  2  when 
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sons^  properly  qualified  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the  Japan  goods^   ^HAP^r. 
particularly  silver,  should  be  sent  from  England^  otherwise  the  1664  -  65. 
Japanese  would  impose  baser  metals  on  strangers,  whom  they 
would  soon  discover  to  be  no  judges  of  their  intrinsic  value. 

In  this  critical  situation  of  the  Company's  afl^rs,  Mr. 
Quarles  Browne  died,  and  the  project  of  the  Japan  trade 
was  necessarily  retarded,  by  the  loss  of  this  able  and  highly 
informed  servant  of  the  Company .(') 

(1) — Letters  from  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam  to  the  Courts  Idih  July,  and 

30th  and  31st  December  1564. Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam  to 

the  Presidency  of  Surat,  28th  Julj  1665. 
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the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  who  had  been  formerly    t:HAP.ir. 
sent  to  Bombay,  to  take  possession  of  it  in  the  King's  name;  1665-66. 
— that  the  French  had  sent  military  assistance  to  the  Dutch, 
to  enable  their  armies  to  resist  the  forces  of  the  Bishop  of 
Munster,  who  was  the  ally  of  the  King,  and  that  this  circum- 
stance had  brought  on  a  war,  between  France  and  England. 

In   1663-64,  it   was  mentioned,  that  tlie  Company  had  Esiabiish- 
taken  an  alarm,    at  the  equipment  of  eight  armed  ships,  in  French  Eatt- 

Indiaii.West- 

France,  said  to  be  intended  for  the  East-Indies,  though,  at  India,     aad 

.  AfricaiiCom- 

that  time,  the  object  of  this  equipment  could  not  be  as-  panies. 
certatned.  In  1664-65,  this  uncertainty  of  the  Court,  re- 
specting the  views  of  France,  in  the  East-Indies,  disappeared, 
on  receiving  intelligence,  that  a  large  Subscription  had  been 
raised  in  France,  for  the  formation  of  a  French  East-India 
Company.  It  was  in  this  year,  that  the  celebrated  Col- 
bert, the  French  Minister  of  Finance,  procured  an  Arrfit  of 
Louis  XIV.  for  the  establishment  of  this  Company,  the  limits 
of  which  were  to  be,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  eastwards, 
to  the  farther  Indies,  and  from  the  Straits  of  Magellan  and 
Le-Maire,  westwards,  into  the  South  Seas ;  that  funds  were 
provided  to  support  this  trade,  and  a  moiety  of  them  actually 
paid  for  the  first  equipment : — Colbert,  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
jected new  plans  for  theFrench  trade,  in  the  West -Indies,  and  on 
the  Coast  of  Africa,  for  each  of  which  French  Companies  were, 
this  year,  instituted :— the  London  East-India  Company,  there- 
fore,^ as  well,  as  the  King,  viewed  these  events  (more  particu- 
larly 
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CHAPji.    larly  in  a  state  of  war  with  France)  as  subjects  of  anxiety-, 

1665-66.  which  rendered  them  the  source  of  fresh  instructions^  not  only 

to  the  new  Governor  for  Bombay,  (whose  appointment  we 

shall  immediately  notice,)  but  to  the  Company's  Presidencies 

and  Agencies  in  the  East-Indies. 

Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  at  this  period  Secretary  of  State, 
described  the  constitution  of  this  French  Company  to  be, — that 
every  proprietor,  .holding  6000  livres  stock,  was  to  have  a  vote 
in  the  management  of  its  affairs,  which  were  placed  under  the 
patronage  of  the  King,  and  the  administration  of  twelve  Di- 
rectors, of  whom  Colbert  was  the  President :  they  were  elected 
in  March  1665-66,  and  had,  subordinate  to  them.  Directors  at 
the  principal  sea-ports  of  France/'' 
Mr.  Cooke*  These  public  and  interesting  commercial   events  evidently 

Convention       •    n  •    •  , 

wiih  the  For-  influenced  tlie  resolution  of  the  King,  on  receiving  intelligence 

tuguese    dii-  . 

avowed    by  of  tbc  maimer  in  which  Mr.  Cooke  had  agreed  to  receive  the 

llie  King, and 

Sir   Gervase  island  of  Bombay  from  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  to  disavow  the 

Lucaa    ap- 
pointed Go-  convention,  as  contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  between  the 

vernor        of  ^ 

Bombay.  Crowns  of  England  and  Portugal,  and  to  appoint  Sir  Genrase 
Lucas  to  be  Governor  of  Bombay,  giving,  at  the  same  time, 
assurances  to  the  Company,  that  protection  would  be  afforded 
to  tJieir  Factories  and  trade,  by  his  forces  occupying  the  Island, 

On 

(1)— Leilen  from  ihe  Court  (o  the  Preeident  and  Councilor  Sunt,  15th  June  and 

leib  September  1665,  and  7ih  March   1665-66. Sir  Joseph  Williamson's  MS5. 

Notes,  relative  to  the  French  Eatt-India  Company,  l665.    <East  India  Papers  in  the 
Slate  Paper  Office,  No.  234). Anderson's  Hiitory  of  Commerce,  vol.  ii,  page  H8. 
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On  liis  appointment,  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  had  the  whole  of  9^^^';^>' 
the  documents,  transmitted  by  Cooke,  laid  before  him,  and  re-  1665  -  66. 

^  ^  \  Report  of  Sir 

presented  to  the  King, — ^that  it  appeared  the  fortifications  on  Gervaw  Lu- 

CZMf      OQ    the 

the  Island  were  in  a  ruinous  condition,    and,    by  no  means,  troops  and 

'  store!  requir- 

suited,    either  for  its   defence,    or  for  the  security  of   the  ed  for  Bom- 

baj. 

troops ; — ^that  stores,  of  every  description,  would  be  required, 
the  greater  part  of  those  sent  with  Sir  Abraham  Shipman  being 
useless,  or  lost ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would   be  neces- 
sary to  embark  four  hvmdred  men,   as  a  garrison,   being  the 
same  number  Sir  Abraham  Shipman  had  under  his  command ; 
-that  the  charges,  pay,  &c.  for  the  garrison  would  amount 
to  sB!J^S^\  per  annmn,  exclusire  of  artificers  and  contingen- 
cies; and  submitted  to  His   Majesty,  that  eighteen  months' 
stores  and  provisions,  of  every  kind,  must  be  embarked,  and 
some  addition  made  to  the  pay  of  the  Grovemor,  at  this  time 
only  5^2  per  day,  which  would  not  be  sufiElcient  to  defray  the 
expences  that  must  be  incurred  on  such  a  distant  station/^' 

This  report  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  to  the  King  was  referred 
by  His  Majesty  to  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  (General  Monk), 
Lord  ArUngton,  and  Sir  William  Coventry,  Secretaries  of 
State;  who  reported,  that  from  the  uncertainty,  whether  the 
Island  of  Bombay  was,  at  that  period,  in  possession  of  His 

VOL.  II.  Z  Majesty, 

(1)— Sir  C^rrase  Lucases  observations  on  the  Papers  respecting  Bombay,     J  8th 

January  1065-66.     (East-India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  No.  232). Letter 

from  the  Court   to  the    President  and  Council  of  Surat,     7th  March  1 665- 66.' 
Historical  Account  of  Bombay. 
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and  ingots  of  gold  and   silver,  estimated  at  ^20,600,  to  be    ^^^^'^> 
dispatched  as  speedily  as  possible,  with   an   investment  for  1665-66. 
England/i) 

The  instructions  to  the  Affent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  -7^®  ^^„ 

^  Agent  at  Fort 

George  were  equally  concise,  and  the  equipment  limited  also  St.  George. 
to  one  ship,  of  three  hundred  tons  : — ^they  were  to  take  every 
measure  for  putting  the  place  into  a  state  of  security,  a  propor- 
tion of  recruits  having  been  embarked  on  this  ship,  to  enable 
them  to  defend  the  Fort,  in  the  event  of  any  attack,  either 
from  a  Native  or  an  Eurc^ean  enemy : — ^the  ship  was  to  be 
dispatched  immediatdy  to  Europe,  vrith  an  investment  of  two 
hundred  tons  of  saltpetre,  which,  from  the  superior  quality  of 
it,  was  to  be  brought^  by  junks,  from  Bengal,  that  Agency 
being  declared  to  be  subordinate  to  the  Fort,  and  directed 
to  send  all  their  dispatches  to  it,  to  be  forwarded  to  England ; 
— ^the  remaining  tonnage  was  to  be  filled  up  with  Bengal  silks, 
or  Coast  callicoes,  of  the  best  kinds.(^> 

The  situation  of  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam,  from  -^^o  the 

Agent  at 

the  superior  power  of  the  Dutch  in  the  Island  of  Java,  had  Bautam. 
prevented  the  Court,  both  in  the  last  and  in  this  year,  from 
dispatching  any  ship  direct  from  England  to  that  port,  and 
therefore,  they  ordered  the  Agent  and  Council  to  cultivate,  by 

Z  2  every 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  7th  March 
\665'66. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  I8th  Sep- 
tember and  18th  December  1(565,  and  7th  March  1 665-66. 
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CHAP.  II.  every  practicable  means^  the  fiiendship,  and  obtain  tlie  pro- 
1665  -  66.  tecticHi  of  the  King  of  Bantam  : — ^with  r^ard  to  the  invest^ 

ment^  they  were  to  purchase  pepper^  with  whatever  funds  they 
might  possess ;  and^  in  the  orders  for  sending  it  to  En^land^ 
an  expedient  was  adopted,  which  we,  for  the  first  time,   meet 
in  the  transactions  of  the  London  East-India  Company; — 
that,    if  no  ships  should  arrive  from  the  Company's    other 
settlements,   the  Agent  and   Council  were  to  take  up    two 
country-built  ships,  and,  if  proper  cheers  and  crews  could  be 
found  to  navigate  them,  to  dispatch  them  direct  for  England, 
with  instructions,  not  to  touch  at  St.  Helena,  but  to  make  for 
the  first  port  in  England,  or  Ireland,  and  there  to  wait  for 
orders  from  the  Court/*) 


Effect  of  the  The  effects  which  the  information  of  the  war  in  Europe, 

"war   jn   Eu-  ^ 

rope  on  the  between  the  King  and  the  States  General,  and  of  the  war 

Company's  ^ 

tradc'at  Surat,  between  England  and  France,  and  the  rise  of  the   French 

andontbeMa-  ^ 

labar  Coart.  East-India  Company,  in  1665-66,  produced  on  the  Presiden- 
cies, Factories  and  trade  of  the  London  East-India  Company, 
must  (as  with  the  domestic  transactions  of  the  Court)  be  viewed 
as  the  source  of  the  measures  which  the  foreign  settlements 
were  obliged  to  adopt. 

The  Presidency  of  Surat  stated,  that  they  considered  the 
Dutch  war  in  no  other  respect  prejudicial  to  their  interests^ 

than 

(])— Letter  from  theCourt  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam^  7th  March  1665*^ 
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^^^'    open  to  the  Company's  ships ;    but  this  port  would    scared^ 
1665-66.  supply  the  demands  of  the  Portuguese,   should  they    ogam 

attempt  trade  on  that  part  of  the  coast. 
Trade  deprcs-  The  information  of  the  large  French  equipments  for  the 

«ed,  from  the 

interference    East-India   trade,  and  of  the  probability  of  a  French    -war. 

of  the  French  '  .  . 

Agents.         liad  reached  the  Presidency,  but,  in  this  season,  they  had  not 

heard  of  the  establishment  of  a  French  East-India  Company ; 
though  French  Agents  had  arrived,  who  had  come  throujgb 
Persia,  had  obtained  privileges  of  trade  in  that  kingdom^   and 
had  dispatched  one  of  their  number,  to  solicit  privileges  from 
the  Mogul  ;  which  had  so  much  weakened  the  political  and 
commercial  influence  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat,   that   the 
preservation  of  their  rights  and  trade  had  become  precarious, 
if  not  hopeless/'^ 

The  posses.  Having  followed  the  effects  which  the  wars  and  rivalship 

fiion  of  Bom-  •  .  . 

bay  precari-    of  the  maritime  powers  in  Europe  had  on  the  situation  of  the 

OU8,  from  the 

impositions  of  Presidency  of  Surat,  in  this  season,  we  have  to  trace  the  relation 

the  Portu- 
guese, and  the  between  the  King's  garrison  at  Bombay,   and  the  Company's 

jealousy  of  the  ^ 

Mogul  Go-     interests  at  Surat,   and  on  the  Malabar  Coast.     At  the  close 


vernment. 


of  the  foreign  events,  in  the  preceding  year,  Mr,  Cooke,  under 
the  Convention  with  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  had  got  possession  of 
the  Island  of  Bombay  only,  but  not  of  its  dependencies,  or  of 
Salsette,  &c. ;  and  a  muster  had  been  taken  by  Mr.  Gary,  one  of 
Council  of  Surat,  of  the  troops  and  ordnance  brought  from 

Angedivah, 

<l) — Letteis  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  the  Courts  J 6th  March 
1665-66  and  4th  April  1666. 
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Angedi^^,  and  found  at  Bombay.  The  Portuguese,  instead  ^^^^' 
of  assisting  the  English  or  enabling  them  to  render  Bombay  1665  -  66, 
either  a  retreat  for  their  trade,  or  a  place  of  defence,  had 
made  Mr,  Cooke,  and  the  garrison,  immediately  feel,  by  heavy 
imposts  on  their  boats  passing  by  Caraojah  or  Taimah,  the 
effects  of  being  deprired  of  the  dependencies  of  the  Island, 
which  had  been  ceded  to  the  King,  by  treaty  ;  for  they  levied 
from  the  boats,  fr<Hn  ten  to  twelve  per  cent,  duty  on  the  mer- 
chandize and  provisions  which  they  broi^ht  from  the  contl' 
nent,  which  obliged  Mr.  Cooke  to  put  soldiers  od  board  the 
boats,  to  resist  this  demand. 

Sir  George  Oxinden  soon  discovered,  that  the  Mogul 
Government  had  become  jealous  of  the  English  possessing  an 
Island,  and  forming  a  garrison  on  it,  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Surat,  one  of  the  most  important  sea-ports  in  the  empire; 
but  it  was  his  duty  to  furnish  provisions,  and  every  requisite 
aid,  to  the  King's  forces,  and  to  advance  money  to  them, 
under  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  to  enable  them  to 
preserve  the  place,  till.  His  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be 
known. 

Tins  jealousy  of  the  Mogul  Government  was  heightened 
by  Mr.  Cooke,  who  had  invited  the  native  merchants  to  settle 
at  Bombay,  under  the  protection  of  the  English  garrison : — 
a  measure  which  convinced  the  Governor  of  Surat,  that  the 
whole  was  a  scheme  of  the  President  and  Council,  to  re- 
move the  iactory  to  Bombay,  it  being  unintelligible,  what' 
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his  secretary :  this  vessel  returned  to  Surat,  and,  instead  of  ^j^^^' 
lodging  the  goods  in  the  Company's  warehouse,  had  in-  1665-66. 
trusted  them  to  a  Native  Merchant,  whose  house  and 
stores  had  been  pillaged  by  Sevagee  :-^after  Mr.  Cooke  got 
possession  of  Bombay,  this  Native  Merchant  made  ap- 
plication to  the  President  and  Council,  to  refund  the 
value  of  these  goods,  which  being  refused,  after  reite- 
rated  demands  for  the  amount,  Mr.  Cooke,  in  Janua- 
ry 1665-66,  seized  a  junk,  belonging  to  the  Governor 
of  Surat,  that,  by  stress  of  weather,  had  put  into  Bom- 
bay, to  reimburse  his  loss  : — ^The  Governor  of  Surat,  on 
receiving  information  of  this  proceeding,  threatened  the 
President  and  Council  with  the  seizure  of  their  Factory,  and 
with  imprisonment,  unless  llie  junk  should  be  immediately 
restored,  and  the  offenders  against  the  MoguFs  dignity  punish- 
ed : — Sir  George  Oxinden,  in  this  situation,  sent  a  remon- 
strance to  Mr.  Cooke  on  his  conduct,  and,  in  answer,  Mr. 
Cooke  stated  himself  to  be  possessed  of  superior  power,  and 
that  the  Company  were  subordinate  to  him,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Surat,  repre- 
senting the  Company  as  his  dependents  : — this  irritated  the 
Mogul  Grovemor,  who  threatened  to  seize  the  Company^s 
property,  and  to  punish  their  servants  : — at  last,  however, 
in  April  1666^  Mr.  Cooke  found  it  expedient  to  restore  the 
junk. 

VOL.  ir.  2  A  This . 
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silrer  had  sold  at  a  moderate  profit,  and  the  corals,  heing  in  chap,  ir. 
^reat  demand,  with  profit,  and  the  price  of  them  still  rising:  1665-66. 
— while  the  homeward  ship  was  dispatching,  the  Presidency 
had  also  made  a  considerable  purchase  of  indigo,  at  cheap 
rates  ;  and  though  the  Dutch  had  obstructed  direct  pur- 
chases of  pepper,  they  continued  the  expedient  of  employing 
the  Native  Merchants,  and  had  embarked  a  moderate  assort- 
ment.<'> 

If  the  improrident  conduct  of  Mr.  Cooke  at  Bombay,  in  Mr.Poscrort, 

AgfntatFort 

placing  the  King's  power  in  opposition  to  the  Company's  rights  st.   George, 

^  seized  and 

at  Surat,  had  endangered  the  English  interests,  the  events  impnioned, 

°  on  a  pretend- 

which  took  place  at  Fobt  St.  George,  in  the  season  1665-66,  «•  accuistion 

for  sedition, 

threatened  to  subvert  the  trade  of  the  Company,  on  the  Coro-  and  the  go- 

vernment  of 

mandel  Coast.  '*■*  ^"^ 

usurped  hj 

Sir  Edward  Winter  had  been  appointed  chief  Agent  at  Sir  Edward 
Fort  St.  Greorge,  and  was  entrusted  with  the  confidence  of  the 
Court  of  Directors ;  but  doubts  had  arisen,  at  home,  of  his 
fidelity,  or  rather  that  he  was  engaged  in  Private  Trade  for  his 
separate  interests,  contrary  to  his  duty ;  and,  therefore,  under 
this  impression,  they  had  appointed  Mr.  George  Foxcroft  to 
succeed  him  in  the  Agency,  who  arrived  at  Fort  St. 
George,  in  June  1665. 

Sir  Edward  'Winter,  before  he  heard  of  this  appointment^ 

had  requested  to  be  recalled,  as  his  term  was  nearly  expired ; 

2  A  2  but 

(1)— Letter  from  tbe  Pieiidentand  Coancil  of  Sarat  to  tbe  Conrt,  1st  Jxaauj  and 
l6th  March  \GGi-G5,  aod4tb  April  1666. 
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CHAP^.    but  it  now  appeared,  this  request  had  only  been  made^   that 

1665-66.  the  Court  might  soUcIt  him  to  continue  in  his  Agency: the 

arrival  of  Mr.  Foxcroft  brought  oiit  the  fact,  for  Sir  "Edward 
Winter,  to  retain  his  power,  proceeded  to  acts  of  riolence, 
which  the  Court  could  neither  have  anticipated,  nor  prevented  : 
— Mr.  Foxcroft,  on  presenting  his  commission,  was  received 
by  Sir  Edward  Winter  with  affected  respect,  and  was  direct- 
ed by  his  instructions  to  allow  him  to  act  as  Second  in  Coun- 
cil, till  his  departure : — on  the  14th  September  1665,  however, 
Mr.  Foxcroft,  his  son,  and  Mr.  Sambrooke,  wctc  attacked, 
wounded,   and  put  in  confinement,    under  aii  accusation   of 
having  uttered  seditious  and  treasonable  expressions  against 
the  King's  government,  and  Mr.  Dawes  was  killed  in  the  con- 
flict : — ^the  government  of  Fort  St.  Greorge  was  then  re-assumed 
by  Sir  Edward  Winter,  assisted  by  Mr.  Proby,  a  merchant,  and 
Mr.  Chuseman,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  troops  in  garrison  : — 
Sir  Edward  Winter,  to  vindicate  this  conduct,  explained  to 
the  Court,  that  he  could  bring  proofs  of  the  disloyalty  of  Mr. 
Foxcroft,  on  the  affidavits  of  the  Chaplain,  and  Mr.  Farley,  a 
Factor,    who  had  heard  the  seditious  and  trutorons  words 
uttered.     The  first  circumstance  which  raised  suspicion  of  the 
truth  of  this  accusation,  was  Sir  Edward  Winter's  appUcation 
to  Mr.  Cooke,  at  Bombay,  for  his  advice,  instead  of  referring 
to  Sir  George  Oxinden,  the  Company's  President  at  Surat; 
next,  his  addressing  letters  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  to  the  King,  professing  loyalty,  as  the  motive  of  his  con- 
duct, 
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duct,  without  allowing  those  letters  to  pass  through  the  Com-    CJiA^^ii- 
pany/at  home,  whose  servant  he  was,  or  reflecting  that  the  1665-66. 
efiect  of  such  letters  might  be,  the  exciting,  in  the   King's 
Government,  suspicions  of  the  loyalty  of  the  servants,  with 
whom  the  Court  had  entrusted  their  Factories. 

Mr.  Foxcroft,  during  his  confinement^  applied,  by  let- 
ters, for  assistance  and  advice,  to  the  Agent  at  the  subordi- 
nate Factory  of  Masulipatam,  and,  through  him,  to  the 
President  at  Surat,  for  his  interposition ;  and  so  fully  were 
both  satisfied  of  the  unfounded  pretext,  upon  which  Mr.  Fox- 
croft bad  been  excluded  from  his  Agency,  and  made  a  pri- 
soner, that  they  remonstrated  with  the  persons  who  had  as- 
sisted Sir  Edward  Winter  in  this  violence,  and  informed  them 
that  the  result  probably  would  be,  either  that  the  Fort  would  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  Moors,  and  the  Company's  property  and 
rights  be  lost,  or  that  it  would  become  an  easy  acquisition  to 
the  Dutch,  or  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  who,  since  the  disputes 
respecting  Bombay,  had  been  inimical  to  the  English.  ('> 

In  this  state  of  the  Company's  afi^rs  at  Fort  St.  George,  Sir  Edward 
Sir  Edward  Winter  gave  assurances  to  the  Court,  that  eflbrts  statement  of 

this  event  to 
would  the  Court  J 

(I)— Letter  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  his  Council  to  the  Court,  30th  September 

1^65, Letter  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  to  the  Governor  of  Bombay,  29th  September 

1665. Letter  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  28th  Septem- 
ber 1665. Letter  of  Agent  Foxcroft  to  the  Court,  30th  September  \665. Letters 

from  the  Factory  of  M>isulipatam  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  1st  and  2d  November  1665. 
*— -  Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  Mr.  Proby  and  Mr.  Chuseman^  at  Fort  St. 

George,  13th  December  1665. Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Factory 

of  Masulipatam^  13th  December  1665. 
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CHARir.  would  be  made  by  him,  to  preserve  their  rights,  and  provide 
1665-66.  investments  for  their  shipping; — that  the  meditated  attack  on 

the  Fort,  by  Yecknam  Khan,  had  been  prevented,  by  his  forces 
heing  called  off  by  the  King  of  Golcondah,  on  other  servicfe ; 
— ^that  the  influence  of  the  Agency  had  declined  at  Golcondah, 
from  his  not  having  the  authority  of  the  Court,  either  to  send 
envoys  there,  or  to  make  presents  to  the  King,  or  to  his   mi- 
nisters ; — ^that  the  orders  to  withdraw  the  Out-agencies  (M a- 
sulipatam  excepted),  though  obedience  should  be   given    to 
them,    would  abridge  the  Company  in  their  influence  and 
trade,  for  the  Natives  would  contrast  such  proceedings  with 
those  of  the  Dutch,  who  took  every  opportunity  to  add  to 
their  Out-agencies,  and  who  were  establishing  Factories  in 
every  country,    at  which  there  was  the  prospect,    either  of 
profitable  purchases,  or  sales. 
and  hit  com-  Sir  Edward  Winter  next  represented,  that  the  withdraw- 

plaiot  against 

the  Agent  in  [j^g  the  Out-agcucics  in  Bengal  would  produce  similar  evils, 
disobedience   and,  therefore,  he  had  left  this  measure  to  the  discretion  of  the 

of  orders.  ' 

Agent  and  Council  at  Hughly,  as  he  could  not  lay  down  rules 
for  them,  which  it  might  be  contrary  to  the  Company's  inte- 
rests to  carry  into  execution ; — ^that  the  orders  for  maintaining 
the  Company's  Fort,  against  the  Native  Powers,  or  an  Eu- 
ropean enemy,  should  be  fully  obeyed,  but,  in  so  far  as  re- 
garded the  Country  Powers,  who  were  formidable  by  land, 
he  could  only  defend  himself  by  having  two  or  more  armed 
vessels,  to  act  agmnst  the  trade  of  the  Natives,  which  would 

have 
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have  a  greater  e0ect  in  promoting  the  Company's  influence,  chap^i. 
than  either  the  strength  of  the  Fort  itself,  or  of  several  forts ;  1666  -  66. 
— ^that  the  trade,  howeTer,  could  not  proceed  on  the  small 
stock  in  the  treasury,  to  provide  investments,  it  being  imprac- 
ticable to  borrow  ^10,000,  either  at  Madras  or  Masulipotam ; 
—and  that  the  ships,  besides,  could  not  be  filled,  in  the  short 
time  prescribed,  with  Coast  goods,  or  with  saltpetre,  or  Ben- 
gal goods,  from  the  numraous  ships  of  the  Dutch,  ready  to 
seize  on  those  of  the  Company,  brin^g  Bengal  produce  to 
Madras.  ('> 

Bantam,  id  the  season  1665-66,  was  in  a  perilous  situa-  Poiaroon  re- 

,       TV        ,  I  ■,  ■  .         occupied  by 

tion,    both  from  tlie  Dutch,  who  were,  evei7  day,  acqmnng  the  Dutch, 

,  .       ,  ,..»,•  t  r.  BZidtM  trade 

an  ascendency  m  that  quarter  of  the  Indies,  and  from  neither  at  Bbduui  on 

.  ^  the  decline. 

the  fiinds  nor  the  force,  which  the  Agent  and  Council 
possessed,  being  sufficient  to  maintain  the  influence  and  trade 
of  this  Establishment ;— hence  the  Company's  servants  were 
left  without  either  instructions  or  support: — ^in  illustrations 
they  added,  that  the  influence  of  the  Dutch,  at  Jambee,  had 
enabled  them  to  purchase  the  whole  produce ;— that  the  low 
state  of  the  English  stock  had  prevented  the  procuring  of 
pepper  at  Bantam,  which  had  been  offered  to  them,  and,  on 
their  refusal,  given  to  the  Dutch ; — that  they  had  been  unable 
to  aflbrd  assistance  to  the  settlers  at  Poiaroon,  which  the 
Dutch  had  re-possessed,  and  now  asserted  their  exclusive  right 

to 

Sir  Edward  Wintet  and  his  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  th». 
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1666-67. 


It  will  be  necessary,  in  this  season  (1666-67),  *•*  refer  chap.ii. 
to  public  events,  as  they  regarded  the  war  in  Europe,  to  1666-&i^. 
enable  ns  to  ascertmn  the  sources  of  the  measures,  which  of  the  evems 
the  Court  of  Directors  adopted,  and  the  instructions  which  withHoiland. 
they  sent  to  their  foreign  Presidencies,  particularly  to  Subat, 
in  its  relation  to  the  King's  Island  of  Bohbay. 

The  Court  continued  the  account  of  the  events  of  the 
war,  from  the  period  when  their  details  of  the  preceding  year 
concluded ; — specified  the  captures  which  had  been  made  of 
the  Dutch  merchant  fleets,  particularly  the  convoy  which  had 
taken  shelter  at  Beigen,  in  Norway,  and  the  intercepted  con- 
voy on  the  Dutch  coast ; — adverted  to  the  circumstances 
which  required  a  division  of  the  English  fleet,  under  Prince 
Rupert,  to  be  stationed  oif  Rocbelle,  and  the  advantage 
the  Dutch  took  of  this  circumstance,  which  led  to  the 
memorable  conflict  oif  Ostend ;  and,  lastly,  mentioned  the 
successlul  attack,  under  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  on  the  Dutch 
shipping  in  the  Vlee,  with  the  incredible  loss  (as  they  de- 
scribed it)  which  they  had  suffered,  from  that  well  executed 
enterprize. 

VOL.  u.  2    B  During 
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CHAP.  II.  During  these  public  events,  the  Fire  of  London  isade 

t  1666-67-   a  deep  impression  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  I>irec- 

edb^ihe       tors,    fof,  by  this  calamity,  they  lost  their  saltpetre  ware- 

the  Fire  of     houses,    and    the  pepper  in   their   vaults   under    the    Royal 

[  Exchange,  though  their  other  warehouses  escaped  the  confla- 

I  gration. 

The  consultations  of  the  Court,  from  these  circumstances 
were  suspended  for  some  months,  but  in  April,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  their  shipping,  they  altered  the  destinations  of  the 
outward  vessels. 
Court  nakei  On  receiving  information  of  Mr.  Cooke's  proceedings  at 

ID  applies- 

tioD  to  the     Bombay,  and  of  Sir  Edward  Winter's  at  Fort  St.  George,  the 
KM  orden  to  Court  adopted  strong  measures  to  restore  their  afikirs,  both 

Sir  Gervaie  «,  •» 

IxKM.  todif-  on  the  Malabar  and  Cbromandel  Coasts.    To  remedy  the  eriis 

■TowUiepro- 

cMdii^  of  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  they  applied  to  the  King,  for  orders 
•tBoBi^jr.  to  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  to  disavow  Mr.  Cooke's  conduct,  in  cap- 
turing the  junk  belonging  to  the  Governor  of  Surat,  and,  for  its 
restoratiffli ;  also  to  affi>rd  his  assistance  and  protection  to  the 
Presidency  of  Surat,  in  preserving  the  rights  and  trade  of  the 
Company ;  in  return,  this  Presidency  was  authorised  to  advance 
^1000  to  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  at  the  exchange  of  five  shillings 
and  sixpence  per  rial  of  eight. 

As  no  information,  at  this  time,  would  have  been  received 
by  the  King,  of  the  measures  taken  for  preserving  Bombay, 
in  the  preceding  year,  it  would  appear,  that  Government  relied 
on  thdr  proving  effectual ;  the  Court,  therefore,  in  this  season, 


_ 
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eonsigned  one  vessdi  only  to  Surat,  with  a  cai^  estimated  at 
^16yW)0,  and  ordered  the  investment  to  consist  of  a  pro- 
portion of  saltpetre,  and  the  remainder  of  the  tonnage  to 
be  filled  up  with  indigo,  and  different  kinds  of  callicoes; 
and  though,  for  some  years,  the  trade  to  Persia  had  been  lost 
sight  of,  it  appears,  under  this  narrow  state  of  affairs  at  Su- 
rat,  that  this  Presidency  was  instructed,  if  possible,  to  obtain 
from  Persia  a  quantity  of  Caramania  wool/^> 

When  information  arrived  of  the  proceedings  of  Sir 
Edward  Winter,  at  Fobt  St.  George^  the  Court,  on  con* 
sidtation,  applied  to  the  King,  to  interpose  his  authority, 
and  appointed  Mr.  Clavell,  who  was  vested  with  special 
powers  by  the  King  and  by  the  Ccmipany,  to  proceed  directly 
on  a  ship  consigned  to  Surat : — ^he  was  to  consult  with  Sir 
George  Oxinden,  and  if  Sir  Edward  Winter  should  be  in 
possession  of  the  Fort,  he  w^s  to  proceed  to  Masulipatam, 
and,  by  a  messenger  from  thence,  to  intimate  to  him,  the 
powers  and  authority  with  which  he  was  vested,  demand 
the  release  of  Mr.  Foxcroft,  and  that  this  Agency,  and  the 
Company's  concerns  on  the  Coast,  might  be  delivered  over  to 
his  administration.  "t 

With  the  object  of  recovering  Fort  St.  George  from 
the  hazardous  state  in  which,  it  was  placed,  the  Court  re- 
ferred the  whole  subject  to  the  King  and  Council,  and  obtain- 

2  B  2  ed 


CHAP.  ir. 


Address  the 
King  and 
Council  to 
issue  a  pro- 
clamation 
against  Sir 
EdwardWin- 
ter  and  his 
adherents. 


(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Fretident  and  Council  of  Surat^  31  st  Augott^  14th 
September^  and  dth  October  l666. 
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«*AP;2J-  ed  His  Majesty*s  pardon  to  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  bis  adbe- 
1666-67.  rents,  on  condition  of  tbeir  returning  to  their  duty,  and  reia- 
stating  Mr.  Foxcroft  in  the  Agency  ;  they,  farther,  addressed 
separate  letters  to  Sir  Edward  Winter,  intimating  to  him 
the  King's  pardon,  and  their  positive  order,  that  Mr.  Fox- 
croft should  be  immediately  Tested  with  the  go\'ernmenf ; 
a  moderation  wfaicli  erinoes,  that  they  considered  this  set- 
tlement, and  the  trade  c»  the  Coromaudd  Coast,  to  be  in 
great  hazard,  if  Sir  Edward  Winter  should  perseTere  in 
resisting  thdr  authority. 

The  ship,  which  had  been  intended  for  Madras,  and  or- 
dered to  touch,  on  her  ontward  passage,  at  St.  Heloia,  witli 
recruits  for  that  Island,  was  countermanded,  and  directed  to 
proceed  to  Surat,  to  receive  information  of  the  actual  state  of 
affairs  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  to  deliver  ibe  twentv 
recruits,  intended  for  Madras,  as  a  supply  to  the  King's 
garrison  at  Bombay : — if  information  shoidd  be  obtained  at 
Surat,  that  Madras  was  open,  and  Mr.  Foxcroft  in  the  pos- 
eession  of  the  Agency,  the  ship  was  to  take  in,  as  an  investmeDt, 
Bengal  saltpetre  with  the  Coast  goods,  and  directions  were 
given,  that  three  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre  should  be  annually 
provided  at  Hughly,  to  meet  the  ships  on  their  arrival.*'' 

It 


(1)— Letter*  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  aod  Council  at  Fort  St.  George.  3Ist 
Augmt,  Uth  September,  and  28lb  Ducember  l666,  31it  Jannar7  l6t6-67,  »ai  ^^^ 
April :  667. (Duplicate.)  Pardon  from  Hii  Majaity  to  Sir  Edward  Wintw  aai  1* 


BAST-INPIA     COMPANY. 


189 


It  does  not  appear,  from  the  Company's  records,  that  any    ^^^J"^^- 
dispatches   were  sent  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  1666-67- 
during  the  season  1666- 67» 


■I '  fi 


Before  adverting  to  the  effects  which  the  war  between  the  ^'^  ^^' ^ot^ 
maritime  States  of  Europe  produced  in  the  East-Indies,  in  this  J^g'^^S? 
season  (1666-67),  it  will  be  expedient  to  examine,  from  the  ^fgj^^y*''' 
letters  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  to  Lord  Arlington,  and  of  Sir 
George  Oxinden  to   the  Court  of  Directors,  the  respective 
interests  of  the  King's  Settlement  at  Bombay  and  the  Com- 
pany's PresidCTicy  of  Surat- 

When  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  arrived  at  Bombay  (5th  Novem- 
ber 1666)  and  took  charge  of  the  government,  he  begam  with 
instituting  an  enquiry  into  the  proceedings  and  conduct  of  Mr- 
Cooke,  and  found,  that  instead  of  carrying  the  revenues  to 
His  Majesty's  account,  he  had  extorted  the  sum  of  12,000 
Xeraphins  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island,  and  con- 
verted it  to  his  own  private  use,  which  was  proved  by  his 
receipts  ;  and  that  he  had  taken  possession  of  the  estate  of 
the  late  Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  and  charged  the  executrix 
with  fifteen  per  cent,  cmnmission,  amounting  to  tjie  sum  of 
5^663,  which  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  formally  demanded  of  him, 

and, 

Adherents,  far  usurping  the  Government  of  Fort  St  George,  and  imprisoning  the  Agent, 
dated  astb  January  1666-67^    (East-India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper  OflSce,  No.  240).     ^ 
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CHAP^-  and,  by  a  protest,  gave  aotke  of  his  mtentioa  not  to  sufe 
'  1666 -67.  Mr.  Cooke  to  leave  the  Island,  tiU  he  had  repaid  the  monn 
thus  fraudulently  extorted.('> 
Dispute  be-  {t  would  appear,  that  Sir  Gerrase  Lucas  had  considered, 

tween       Sir  ... 

Gervase  i.u-  ^at  in  his  administration,  it  was  not  his  duty  to  communicate 

cu  and    Sir  ** 

George  Ox-  (he  circumstances  which  have  been  detailed,  to   Sir  George 

inden,    rela- 

tiTe  to  i»«u-  Oxinden,  or  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  who  observing  Mr. 

ing  pasiea  in 

ihe  Kioga  Codke  Still  resident  on  the  Ishmd,  without  being  able  to 
account  for  this  indulgence,  became  jealous  of  the  conduct  of 
Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  as  if,  instead  of  removing  Mr.  Cooke,  be 
had  taken  him  into  his  confidence ;  and  therefore  interpreted 
the  demand  of  a  passage  for  him,  for  Europe,  on  a  Com- 
pany's ship,  (after  haying  obliged  him  to  give  an  account 
of  his  transactions)  as  evidence  that  he  had  entrusted  him 
with  his  dispatches  to  Government,  and,  for  this  reason,  re- 
fused him  the  passage : — this  circumstance  irritated  Sir  Gerrase 
Lucas,  and  induced  him  to  send  his  subsequent  dispatches  by 
Persia,  and  created  that  coolness  between  hun  and  the  Presi- 
dency of  Surat,  which  proceeded  from  jealousy,  on  the  one 
part,  and  from  reserve,  on  the  other. 
Sit   Genaie  The   account  which    Sir  Gervase  Lucas,    subseqilentlj 

J^o'o  Z,  transmitted,  not  only  of  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
jQteof  Bom-  j^j^^  ^  Bombay,  hut  of  its  «tposed  situation  to  the  Mogul 

Pbwer 

(11— Ptoleat  by  Sit  Geivaae  Lueai,  •8"il"t  Mi-  Hotnphtejr  Cooke,  dated  BoiilW. 
jab  December  ^668.    (Eaat  Jiidia  Papeii  vti  tU  State  Fiper  Office,  No.  239). 
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Power  on  the  continent,  affords  evidence  of  the  improvident  ^^^^J/; 
convention  which  Cooke  had  formed,  by  receiving  the  Island  1666  -  67. 
from  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  without  the  King's  rights  being 
ascertained,  or  a  statement  given  of  the  extent  of  them,  as 
transferred  to  the  Crown  of  England.  In  his  letter  to  Lord 
ArUngton,  of  the  21st  March  1666-67,  Sir  Gervase  Lucas 
stated  his  apprehension  of  the  jealousy  of  the  Mogul,  on  ob- 
serving the  encreasing  strength  and  prosperity  of  Bombay, 
and  the  necessity  that  existed,  of  both  ships  of  war  and 
merchant  vessels  being  sent,  to  defend  the  place,  and  to 
encrease  the  trade  of  the  Island ; — ^that  he  was  making  every 
effort  to  encrease  the  King^s  revenues  on  the  Island,  but, 
from  the  indefinite  conditions  on  which  Co(^  had  received  it, 
it  was  impracticable  to  ascertain  which  of  the  inhabitants  were 
legally  possessed  of  sufficient  titles  to  their  estates,  no  stipu- 
lation having  been  made,  relative  to  the  King's  sovereignty  of 
the  soil ; — that  Cookers  conduct,  in  taking  bribes  from  the 
inhabitants,  had  sullied  the  King's  government,  and  been 
detrimental  to  bis  revenue,  as  some  of  the  best  estates  in  the 
Island  refused  to  pay  rent,  and  produced  titles,  which  couM 
not  be  disputed,  though  believed  to  be  fictitious ; — ^that  the 
Island,  when  properly  cultivated,  and  the  rights  ascertained,, 
would  be  very  productive,  though  it  bad  been  reported,  that 
the  King,  on  the  representations  of  the  East-India  Company, 
and  their  Presidency  of  Surat,  intended  to  give  it  up ;  gntl 
added,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  send  Ms  dispatches  to 

Europe, 
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cHARjT.  Europe,  through  the  Presidency  of  Surat^  as  their  condact 
1666-67.  had  not  met  his  approbation,  but  to  find  a  conveyance 
through  Persia : — this  last  circumstance  explains  the  measure 
which  he  adopted,  of  insisting,  that  all  passes  for  vessels 
should  be  issued  by  him,  in  the  King's  name,  and  that 
those  of  the  President  of  Surat  should  be  discontinued; 
a  proceeding  which  Sir  George  Oxinden  held  to  be  an  in- 
fringement on  [the  Company's  rights,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
advanced  the  sums  which  had  been  ordered  by  the  Court  to 
Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  for  which  bills  had  been  granted  on  Lord 
Southampton,  in  favour  of  the  Company .^'^ 

It  was  necessary  to  refer,  in  this  season,  to  the  events 
which  had  occurred  at  Bombay,  to  und«^tand  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  as  it  appear, 
that  a  misunderstanding  had  prevailed  between  Sir  Gervase 
Lucas  and  Sir  George  Oxinden,  which,  during  the  prepara- 
tions for  shipping  the  investment  for  Europe,  had  constandy 
varied  the  means  to  which  this  Presidency  resorted; — these 
means  were  partly  afi^ted  by  the  war  in  Europe,  and  partly 
by  the  prevailing  wars  in  Hindostan. 

The 


(l)~Letler  from  Sir  Gerrase  Lucas  M  Lord  ArlingioDj   dated  fiomka)',    i^^ 
March  1366-67.     (Eisl-India  Paperi  ia  the  Stale  Paper  Office,  No.  341).— r-  UW' 

from  the  President  and  Council  of  Sorat  to  (be  Court,  26th  March  16^. 1^"« 

from  Sir  Gervaie  Lucaa  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  and  their  Answers,  fF*' 
tfith,  32a,  9nd24lh  November,  4tfa  mi  10th  Deceiober,  and36th  March  1666^- 
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The  war  in  Europe  afforded  to  the  Dutch  (notwithstand' 
ing  their  having  a  Factory  at  Surat)  a  specious  reason  for  1666-67- 

^  ,  _      Company's 

blockading    the   English   ships  in  that  harbour,     and  this  Bbips  at  Sn- 

=■  °  .  rat  blockaded 

blockade  obliged  the  President  and  Council,  notwithstand-  bytheDutch. 
ing  the  demorage,  to  detain  the  ships  within  the  bar,  and 
to  observe  the  like  cantion  with  one  of  the  ships  which  was 
at  Diu;  but  as  it  was  expected  the  Dutch  fleet  would  sail 
with  the  MoDsooD,  it  was  then  hoped,  the  Company's  ships 
might  be  dispatched  to  Europe  : — ^these  circumstances  would 
explain  to  the  Court  the  cause  of  the  delay ;  but,  inde- 
pend^itly  of  them,  the  goods  which  were  obtained  in  the 
inland  provinces  (indigo,  saltpetre,  &c.}  could  not  be  ready 
to  be  shipped  before  the  months  of  January  or  February. 

The  subsisting  wars  between  the  country  powers  had  often  ThepatcbaM 
rendered  it  impracticable  to  dispatch  the  ships,  at  the  periods  nient    diffi- 
ordered  by  the  Court ;  and  a  reference  to  tlie  actual  state  of  war*  betwem 
the  wars,  between  Sevagee  and  Aurungzebe,  were  adduced,  to  and  Sevagac 
explain  to  the  Court,  that  obedience  to  their  orders,  for  the 
sailing  of  their  ships,  freqiiently  exceeded  the  powers  of  this 
Presidency ; — Sevagee,  who  had  gonie  to  Delhi,  under  promises 
of  sajety,  on  discovering  the  insidious  intentions  of  Aurung- 
zebe, had  escaped  fi'om  that  city,  and  was  again  at  the  head 
of  an  M'Hiy,  ready  to  recommence  the  war  against  the  Mo- 
gul:— ^Aurungzebe,   exposed    to  a  war  with  this  formidable 
opponent,  was  also  threatened  with  an  invasion  by  the  King 
af  Persia,  and  made  the  extraordinary  demuid  on  tlie  Prest- 
voL.  II.  2  C  dency 
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^^AP.ii.  dency,  for  Engineers  and  Artillery-men,  ^to  direct  his  <»xlnance 
666-67.  in  the  sieges  to  which  these  wars  mi^t  lead  his  armies  i  a 
requisition  with  which  they  could  not  comply,  unless  the  Court 
should  send  out  officers  of  this  descriptioD,  with  authority  An- 
them to  be  employed  on  such  service. 

Comparing,  therefore,  the  situation  of  this  Fkvsidency, 
in  their  relations  with  Sevagee,  and  with  the  Mogul,  the  Fac- 
tory and  trade  of  the  Company  were  equally  depressed  by  both : 
— Sevagee  was  menacing  an  attack  on  Sorat,  and  the  Presi- 
dency had  not  the  same  niunber  of  persons,  as  formerly,  to 
act  as  a  guard  to  the  Factory : — the  Mogul  had  withdrawn  his 
treasure  from  Surat,  and  had  become  indifferent  to  the  fates 
of  the  inhabitants ;  and  yet  the  English,  if  they  did  not  resist 
Sevagee,  would  be  deemed  rebels  by  the  Mogul,  and  lose  all  the 
privileges,  which,  with  so  much  expence,  they  had  purchased. 
The  Factories  subordinate  to  this  Presidency,  were,  at 
this  juncture,  in  equal  danger  j  for  the  Agent  at  Carwar,  fore- 
sedng  the  probable  incursions  of  Sevagee,  had  been  obliged  to 
.  call  in  the  articles  purchased  for  the  Company's  trade,  to  bring 
them  to  sale,  and  to  vest  the  produce  in  bills,  or  to  consign  the 
remaining  goods  to  Signor  Johan  de  Prado,  the  confidential 
Correspondent  of  the  Presidency,  at  Goa.  The  Agent  at  Ca- 
licut, who  had  continued  to  be  protected  by  the  Zamorin, 
had  been  obliged  to  remove  the  goods  fixim  that  port,  inland, 
and  to  make  large  presents  to  this  Prince,  to  purchase  the 
continuance  of  the  English  trade  in  his  doniiniDiis. 

The 
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The  Company  were,  at  this  time,  equally  exposed  to  their    chap.  ii 
European  rivals,  and  enemies  :-^four,  only,  of  the  large  Dutch.  1666-6; 
fleet,  expected  at  Swally,  had  arrired,  the  remainder  having 
been  left  blockading  Goa,  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  a  Poiiiu- 
guese  armament,  which  expected  to  he  joined  by  some  English 
frigates  from  Europe. 

The  French  Agents,  though  they  had  not  been  able  to  Trade  bIk 
obtain  privil^es  from  Aumngzebe,   had  published  at  Sarat  theexa^ 
their  expectations  of  a  large  fleet  arriving  from  France,  with  counts  by 
funds  which  would  Gnve  them  a  superiority  in  the  trade:  but,  Agentiof  ii 

"  *  '  magnitude 

as  neither  the  ships,    nor  the  funds  arrived,     the  expecta-  tbeintock 

^  "^  and  ibippio 

tions  of  them  had  a  considerable  effect  on  the  market : — and  as 
the  ships  did  not  appear  at  the  close  of  the  season,  the  disap- 
pointment of  the  Native  Merchants  excited,  in  the  govern- 
ment,  a  contempt  for  the  Europeans  in  general.  <'> 

We  can  only  collect,  from  indirect  evidence,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Company's  establishments,  at  Fort  St.  George, 
and  Bantam,  during  this  season.  Sir  Edward  \^nter,  at 
the  former,  still  maintained  his  power,  and  kept  Mr.  Foxcroft 
in  confinement ;  and  apprehensions  were  entertained  by  the 
Presidency  of  Surat,  that  his  object  was  to  deliver  up  the 
Fort  to  the  Dutch  Governor  of  Ceylon,  who  had  provided  a 
2  C  2  vessel 

<l)— Letter!  from  diePreaident  aod  Cooncil  of  Sarat  to  the  Court,  lOth  and  2ath 
S^tember,  and  34th  November  1666,  and  26th  March  I667.—  Letter  from  the  Pre- 

udent  and  Conncil  of  Sural  to  the  Factory  at  Carwar,  17th  October  I666. Letter 

from  the  PresdeDt  and  Coondl  at  Sunt  to  the  Factory  at  Calicut.  20th  October  1606. 
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CHAP.  II.  vessel  for  bim  to  make  his  escape.  Affiiirs  at  Bantam,  at  this 
1666-6/.  time,  were  equally  precarious ;  for  though  the  IVesidenpy  (rf 
Surat  entertained  no  apprehensions  of  the  fidelity  of  the  Agent 
and  Council,  they  were  doubtful,  whether  they  would  be  able, 
(as  BO  reHef  could  be  afforded  to  them,)  to  preserve  the  Fac- 
tory against  the  influence  of  the  Dutch  over  the  Natives,  or 
against  their  fleets  in  the  Southern  Seas,  being  without  an; 
English  armament  to  resistt  hem.  <'> 

(1)— Letter  from  tbcPreiidetit  and  CoQBcUofSwiltoUieC^rt,  2€tli  March  1667; 
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The  rdations  between  GoTCiliment  and  the  Xiondbn  East-  chap 
India  Cdmpanyj  in  1667-68,  were  of  such  importance,  as  to  1667- 
produee  a  change  oh  the  system  of  trade,  which  the  former  ^f  p^j^j 
bad  hitherto  encouraged,  and  this  latter  had  provided  fonds  to-  ^ed  ^t< 

_^.  Dutch  b 

support.  Tteaiy  < 

When  the  conferences  for  the  Treaty  of  Breda  were  first 
held,  the  loi^  agitated  questions,  between  the  Dutch  and  the 
London  East-India  Compfmy,  became  subjects  of  discussion  f 
and  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Paptllan,  twO'  of  the  Directors, 
were  pei-mitted  to  attlend  the  King's  Ambassadors,  that  they; 
might  inform  them  fuUy  ef  the  Company's  claims  on  the  Islands- 
6f  Polaroon  and  Darnm,  and-,  in  gaieral>  on  their  rights, 
which  had  been,  in  every  part  of  the  East-Indies,  narrowed,, 
if  not  subverted,  by  the  Dutch ;  and  to  insist,  ^lat  regula- 
tions for  the  two  Companies  might,  under  the  trea^,  be- 
estabtished,  to  serve  aiEl  principles  to  each,  for  their  &tnre 
partittipation  in  the  trade. 

While  affiurs  were  in  this  train,  in  June  1667,  the- 
Dutch  madb  the  unexpected  attack  at  Chatham,  which>  for 
a  time,    suspended  the  progress  of  the  negotiations;,    and 

induced 
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CHAP.  II. 


ceded  to  His  Majesty^  to  be  held  by  the  Company  of  the 
**  King,  in  free  and  common  soccage^  as  of  the  manor  of  East  1667-68. 
^*  Greenwich,  on  payment  of  the  annual  rent  of  ^10,  in  gold^ 
*^  on  the  30th  September  in  each  year": — ^the  Company  were 
neither  to  isell,  nor  part  with  the  Island : — ^the  King  also 
granted  to  them^  aU  the  stores  and  arms  remaining  on  the 
Island,  and  agreed  to  pay  the  troops,  till  the  Island  should  be 
taken  possession  of  by  tli^  Company,  for  which  purpose  a 
▼essel  was  to  be  directly  dispatched  from  England  : — ^the  Com- 
pany  were  empowered,,  by  this  Charter^  to  entertain  officers 
and  men^  as  a  garrison  for  the  Island ;  to  appoint  and  dismiss 
governors  and  cheers ;  to  make  laws  for  the  better  govern- 
ment thereof,  and  to  exercise  martial  law  in  it : — ^all  per- 
sons bom  in  Bombay,  were  to  be  accounted  natural  subjects 
of  England ;  and  the  Company  were  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges 
and  powers  granted  by  this  Charter,  in  any  place  they  might 
purchase  or  acquire,  in  or  near  the  said  Island/^) 

This  grant  of  the  Island  of  Bombay  to  the  Company  was 
intimated  to  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  by  a  letter  from  the  Court  of 
Directors,  accompanied  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  the 
King's  grant,  empowering  him  to  deliver  the  Island  of  Bom- 
bay to  Sir  George  Oxinden  and  the  Council  of  Surat : — ^the 
Courts  at  the  same  time,  sent  a  comimssion  to  Sir  George 
,  to  receive  the  Island^  as  granted  to  the  Company  by* 

the 


Court's  In- 
stractions  to 
Sir  George 
Oxindeoj    tO' 
receive  the 
Island  of 
Bombay  from> 
Sir  Gervase 
Lucas. 


(l)— -Letters  Patent,  granting  the  Island  of  Bombay  to  the  East-India  CoropaDy,  2jrth 
Mnroh  1^68.    (Printed  Collection  of  £ast*India  Charters,  page  80.) 
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9^^'J^;   the  King,  and  to  rest  one  of  the  Council  of  Surat  vitfa  the 
1667-68.  civil  and  militarj  administration  of  it: — an  estimate    of  the 
revenues  of  the  Island,  amounting  to  ^£2,833  per  annum, 
was  also  transmitted  to  Sir  George  Oxinden,  who  was  autho- 
rised to  give  receipts  to  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  for  the  Kin^^'s 
stores  on  the  Island : — Sir  George  Oxindenwas  farther  directed 
to  engage  any  of  the  King's  troops,  who  might  be  disposed  to 
enter  into  the  Company's  service,  and  to  call  in  the  guards  of 
the  Factory  at  Bantam,  and  a  proportion  of  the  companies  aerv- 
ing  at  Fra-t  St.  George,  to  fill  up  the  garrison  at  Bombay  ;  and, 
as  a  farther  encouragement,  these  soldiers  were  to  be  allowed 
half  pay,  on  condition  of  their  becoming  settlers  on  the  Island, 
and  affording  their  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  it ;  and,  annu- 
ally, new  settlers  were  to  be  sent  from  England,  but  twenty 
soldiers  only  were  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  Europe,  in  any 
one  year. 

With  the  object,  also,  of  improving  the  cultivation  of 
Bombay,  (that  the  produce  might  be  equal  to  the  charges  of 
the  government}.  Sir  George  Oxinden  was  instructed  to 
invite  such  of  the  Natives  as  might  chuse  to  resort  to, 
and  settle  on  the  Island,  to  encourage  them,  by  taking 
the  most  moderate  profits  on  trade,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  open  a  commerce  between  Bombay,  the  Persian 
Gulf,  and  the  Red  Sea,  for  each  of  which  one  sm^ 
vessel,  laden  with  Company's  goods,  was  to  be  dispatched, 
and  powers  given  to  the  commanders,  to  offer  to  the  Natives, 

at 
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at  the  ports  at  which  they  might  touchy  a  free  passage  to  S^^^JI* 
Bombay,  and  ftill  protection  when  they  should  Mxive,  to  1667-68. 
enable  them  to  carry  on  their  trade/^^ 

While  the  Company  were  disappointed,  on  the  one  hand^  Equipmwito 
with  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Breda,  and  encouraged^  on  Surat  eniar- 
the  other,  by  the  grant  of  the  Island  of  Bombay^  they  adopt-  ^^^^^|jjt 
ed  a  more  extensive  commercial  plan,  in  this  season,  than  they  ^' 
had  done  since  the  restoration  of  their  Charter,  and  were 
determined  to  obtain,   by  commercial  competition  with  the 
Dutch,  an  equality  of  trade  in  the  East-Indies,  and  not  to 
be  deterred,  cither  by  their  ojtposition,  or  by  their  subterfuges ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  diould  they  proceed  to  acts  of  hostility, 
to  resist  them,  as  fw  as  their  means  would  allow ;  and,  if 
these  should  not  be  sufficient,  to  take  regular  protests  against 
any  hostilities  diey  might  commit,  to  become  the  foundation  of 
remonstrances  by  the  King  to  the  States  General. 

With  these  views,  early  in  the  season,  the  Court  consigned 
three  ships  to  Surat,  with  a  stock  estimated  at  ^60,000,  and, 
in  return,  ordered  an  investment  of  Surat  cloths,  indigo, 
drugs,  pepper,  and  such  <]piantity  of  the  finer  spices>  as  this 
Presidency  could  procure;  but  not  to  attempt,  in  future, 
the  purchase  of  saltpetre,  as  it  had  been  resolved  to  bring 
Toi..  II.  2  D  that 


(1)— Letter  from  the  Coart  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat>  27th  Marcb 
l668.«-— >  Letter  from  the  Court  to  Sir  Grervase  Lucai,  Governor  of  Bomba/^  27th 
March  1668.-^—  Conomission  from  the  Court  to  Sir  George  Oxinden  and  the  Council  of 
Surat^  toreoBive  possession  of  the  Island  of  Bombaj^  30th  March  16G8. 
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plundes^d  by  Seragee,  conferred  on  him  a  gold  medal,  and  a  en 

remimeratioa  of  ^£00,   and   sent   s€400  to  be  distributed  16 

among  tbe  Cound  aad  subordiQate  servants,  who  bad  been 

active  on  that  occasion,  with   the  Court's  request,  that  he 

would  remam  in  tbe  administration  of  their  aifiurs  for  three 

years  longer,  or  till  tbe  Conpany's  rights  and  trade  could  be 

re-establislKd/'^) 

The  Court  c^  Directors  remained,  during  the  whole  of  free 

this  season,  without  any  infimnation.  respectii^  tbe  actual  ed  b 

situation  of  their  a£!^rs  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  thou^,  (as  o<6<: 

will  be  subsequently  specified,)  they  consigned  ^pping  and  '*"' 

stock  to  the  Coromaodcl  Coast,  the  instructioBs  were  fi-amed,  ^oi^< 
'  '  Geo 

rather  to  comiect  the  joint  efiorts  of  the  President  and  Council  ^^* 
of  Surat,  and  tike  Agent  at  Musulipatam,  than  as  ndes  for  the 
ctmduct  <^  Mr.  Foxcroft  and  the  Council  at  Madras.  On  the 
]n%s«mptioa,  howerer,  that  Mr.  Foxcrc^  might  be  in  posses- 
Hon  of  the  Fort,  the  letto^  which  were  addressed  to  him  and 
to  his  Council,  prefaced  the  instructions  for  his  conduct  with  a 
similtu*  detaS  erf  the  events  in  Europe,  which  had  been  conveyed 
to  the  Presidency  of  Sniat ;  but  these  cMfders  were  conditional,, 
and  suited  to  the  probability  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  being  still 
in  possession  of  tbe  Fort,  or  of  events  having  occurred,  which 
had  placed  Agent  FoxaKXft  in  that  station.  The  oommanders 
of  the  ships  were  ordered  to  proceed  direct  to  MasuUpatam, 
53  Z>  2  and 

(1) — Lell«r>  from  the  Contt  to  the  Preiident  andCoancilof  Sunt,  26th  Auguitand 
4tb  October  l66;^  and  37tb  Much  l66a. 
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CHAP^.  and  if,  on  reacbing  that  port,  Aey  should  discover  that  Sir 
1667-68.  Edward  Winter  had  delivered  up  the  Fort  to  the  Dutch,  before 
the  10th  May,  which  the  Treaty  of  Breda  had  stated  as  the 
day,  on  which  <he  "  Uti  Possidetis*'  was  to  take  phice,  the 
Agent  at  Masulipatam  was,  in  that  case,  to  make  application 
to  the  King  of  Golcondah,  to  have  the  phice  restOTed  to  the 
English,  a^%edl)ly  to  the  conditions  upon  which  it  had  ori- 
gin^y  been  granted  to  them ;  but  if  Sir  Edward  Winter  had 
ceded  it  to  the  Dutch,  subsequently  to  the  10th  May,  a  pro- 
test, upon  the  basis  of  the  treaty,  was  to  be  taken,  that  the 
Dutch  had  refiised  to  deliver  it  up,  agreeably  to  the  Treaty  of 
Breda.  In  the  event,  however,  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  remain- 
ing in  possessicm  of  the  Fort,  one  or  more  of  the  Company's 
ships,  as  the  service  might  require,  were  to  be  stationed  off 
Madras,  and  completely  to  blockade  that  port,  or  to  prevent 
the  entrance  or  departure  of  any  ships  from  it :— if  all  of  these 
measures  shoiild  prove  unavailing,  the  Agent  at  Masuhpatam, 
and  the  commanders  of  the  Company's  ships,  were,  on  consul- 
tation, to  make  an  application  to  the  King  of  Golcondah,  for 
the  cession  of  St.  Thom^  to  the  Compuiy,  and  authorised  to 
pay  for  such  grant,  to  the  amount  of  5,000  pagodas  : — if  this 
place  should  be  obtained,  they  were  to  land  ordnuice  and 
military  stores,  and  to  fbrtiiy  themselves  in  it,  and  await  the 
Court's  instructions  for  their  future  conduct : — ^if,  however, 
on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  the  remonstrances  of  the  Company, 
through  the  Agent  at  Masulipatam,  to  Sir  Edward  Winter, 

to 
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to  resign  the  Fort,  or  the  plan  to  acquirt 
prore  inefiectual,  the  Agent  of  Masulipal 
manders  of  the  ships,  were,  on  consuHat 
form  an  establishment  at  some  other  pon 
Coast,  at  which  goods,  suited  to  the  Bants 
of  Europe,  could  be  purchased,  both  to 
that  port,  and  to  form  part  of  the  home  i 
These  general  orders,  applicable  ti 
cases,  were  strengthened  by  a  commissi 
directed  to  the  Captains  of  the  Compa 
the  Factors  embarked  on  them  (the  t 
appointed  commodore  of  the  squadron), 
and  seamen  into  five  companies,  and  to 
use  of  ordnance  and  small-arms,  to  mak 
Fort,  by  sea  and  land ;  with  secret  insti 
opened  till  they  should  reach  Madras  Roi 
seamen  and  soldiers,  who  should  be  actii 
place  to  the  King's  obedience,  an  establish 
if  they  chose  to  settle  at  the  Fort,  and  a  pr 
and  femilies  of  those  who  might  suffer  in 
promise  of  pardon  and  of  reward  to  the  e 
ward  Winter,  who  might  return  to  their  < 
to  the  recovery  of  the  place :— 4f  all  of  tlu 
fwl,  and  the  Fort  still  hold  out,  and  if  i 
consultation,  impracticable  to  reduce  it. 
ployed  in  this  service  were  to  be  embarkei 
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(^fAP^.   one  or  more  ships,  fiilly  armed,  were  to  ke^  Madras  in  a 

1667-68.  state  of  blockade. 

Equipments  I'his  oncertainty  of  the  Court.  respeetiniP  the  situadoo 

and  stock  for  .  ^  ^  ^       T  © 

theCoroman.  ^f  theiT  settkments,  OT  of  then*  servants,    cm  the  Coast  of 

<lel  Coast.  '  ' 

Coromandel,  or  whether  Mr.  Foxcroft,  and  the  Council  the^p 
had  approved  of,  were  in  possesskxi  of  Madras  and  its  depen- 
dencies, did  ncrt  alter  their  resolution  to  send  a  large  stock  and 
tonnage  for  that  part  of  their  trade : — ^five  ships  were  con- 
signed to  F<»rt  St.  George,  under  the  prece£ng  instructions, 
with  a  cargo  of  British  staples,  bi^on,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  quicksilver,  estimated  at  ^^5,000 : — the  ships  were 
equipped  for  war,  as  wdl  as  for  trade,  and  on  each  was  em- 
barked a  proportion  of  sc^iKers,  and  also  sixteen  factors  and 
eight  writers,  to  form  a  more  enlarged  civil  establishment 
l%e  Agent  at  Masulipa4;am  (should  the  fbrt  stiH  be  in  Sir 
Edward  Winter's  possession)  was  ^Erected  ^  make  the  largest 
practicable  inv es<anent  hi  Coast  dodis,  and  in  a  new  species  of 
doths,  or  ginghams,  specimens  of  which  were  sent,  as  found 
in  one  iA  the  Dutch  prizes  ^— *wo  of  these  ships  were  to  be 
^patched  for  Bengal,  with  a  proportion  of  stock  and  money 
to  obtain  saltpetre,  tafllities,  and  raw-sift ;  and  one  ship  was 
to  proceed  from  the  Coromandd  Coast  \o  Bantam,  with  an 
investment  of  ^10,000,  in  Coast  cloths,  &c.  to  revive  the 
trade  at  that  port  and  at  Maceassar,  and  under  instructions 
to  bring,  in  return,  pq>pCT  and  the  finer  spices,  and  then 
to  go   to  Aeheen,   to  take  in    goods  at  that  port,   and  to 

engage 


was,  if  possible,  to  be  reduced  by  force,  the  goods  were,  la 

the 

(1)— tetten  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  aCth 
Aprillfid^  BndMth  JatntTj  ]€67-OB.-~—  CfttninitBioa  from  K'mg  Chaitei  II.,  for  ro- 
dnciog  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  to  the  obedience  of  the  East-India  Company, 

31it  January  l66y-68. Insfruclioni  from  the  Eait-India  Company  (approved  by  the 

King)  to  the  Commanderi  of  theii  Shipi>  relative  to  the  redacing  Fort  St.  George  to  obe- 
dieDce,  24th  JamiBry  1667-60. 
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enemited  die  Company,  who  were  deternuned  to  renew  the  *^ 
trade  with  «n  increased  stock,  and  with  two  thousand  tons  16£ 
of  shippii^,  to  bring  to  Europe,  direct,  such  accumulation  of 
p^tper,  as  might  be  in  the  Company's  warehouses,  at  Bantam, 
Jambee,  wd  Maccassar,  with  what  might  possibly  be  pro- 
cured at  Sumatra;  and,'  besides,  the  Court  hoped,  that  a 
large  inrestment  would  be  provided,  comprehending  a  pro- 
portion of  gum  benjamin,  sugar,  and  s^an-wood  : — the  trade 
with  Maccassar,  and  at  such  other  ports  as  the  Agent  and 
Council  might  deem  it  expedient,  was  to  be  opened : — and 
any  opposition  ftom  the  Dutch  was  toot  to  be  regarded,  imless 
they  proceeded  to  actual  hostility ;  and  should  this  hostility  be 
experioiced,  it  was  to  be  resisted,  as  much  as  the  guards  and 
shipping  of  the  Company  could  effect ;  bat,  if  a  stiffident  force 
could  not  be  collected,  protests  were  to  be  taken,  and  authenti- 
cated cities  of  them  sent  home,  to  enable  the  Kmg  to  apply  to 
the  States  for  redress.  <*> 

In  the  prepress  of  the  season,  five  ships  were  accordingly  Lettc 
dispatched  for  Bantam,  with  stock,  chteBy  in  silver,  a  pro-  to  A 
portion  of  warlike  stores  and  fire  anns, .  and  a  small  quantity  ncor 
of  £^lish  cloth,  which,  with  the  goods  to   be  forwarded  to  pany' 

vsnti 

Bantam  iiom  the  Coast  of   Coromandel  and  Surat,  would  prote 
make  up  a  stock,  estimated  at  ^40,000.     Mi^.  Turner  was 
appointed  Chief  atBantam,  \nth  a  Council,  and  adoctopanied  by 
Factors,  Writers,  and  Apprentices,  and  intrusted  with  a  letter 
vol..  u.  2  E  from 

(1)— Letter  from  th«  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Conocil  at  BaiitaiD>  4lh  October  i667- 
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^£i^^'  fr^Di  King  Charles  II,  to  the  King  of  Baatam,  and  a  present 
1667.-68.  of  three  brass  cannon,  and  accoutrements,  valued  at  5^1,500, 

to  request  his  protection  to  the  East-India  Company ;  and 
with  letters,  also,  from  the  Court,  expressing  their  resolution  to 
cultivate  his  frieqdship  : — ^these  letters  were  accompanied  with- 
a  quantity  of  arms  and  cloth,  either  to  be  sold  to  the  King. of 
Bantam,  or,  from  time  to  time,  given  in  small  presents,  ta 
conciliate  his  favor  : — similar,  letters  and  presents  were  sent* 
to  the  King  of  Jambee, 

This  fleet  had  orders  to  sail  in  company,  and  to  endeavour 
to  arrive  at  Bantam  at  the  same  time,  that  their  appearance' 
might  make  an  impression  on  the  Natives,  of  the  large  scale 
upon  which  the  Company  intended,  in  future,  to  conduct  that 
trade  : — the  orders  to  the  captains  were,  to  avoid  all  quarrels^ 
with  the  Dutch  ;  but  if  they  met  with  ppposition,  to  make  the^ 
mos^  vigorous  resistance,  and,  if  overpowered  by  superior? 
force,  to  take  protests,  in  the  manner  already  specified. 

An  Agent,  also,  was  this  season  appointed,  with  a  stock 
of  ^10,000,  to  proceed  to  M accassar ;  but  should  the  wars^ 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  Natives  of  the  Spice  Islands,  still 
subsist,  the  English  were  to  confine,  their  pperations  to  the 
protection  of  their  own  trade,  and  not  to  risk  the .  stocky  in 
situations  where  such  wars  might  render  trade  hazardous. 
First  order  of  This  disoatch  iumishes  a  novel .  and  interestinfi:  event,  or 

the  Court  to  *"  ^  o  ^ 

import  teas,    the  first  Order  of   East-India  Company  to^  their.  Agent  at 

Bantam,    "to  send  home,  by  these  ships,  1001b.  waight  of 

«  the 


limes,  become  the  principal  import  irom  China,  and  the  most 
valuable  branch  of  the  Company's  trade.<'> 

The  commercial  enterprizes  of  the  Company,  in  this  J^J  Jj,*"* 
season,  were  extended,  if  not  to  new,  at  least  to  ports  from  g^'^^g  "' 
which,  for  many  years,  the  Dutch  had  excluded  them.  The 
Company  had  formerly  attempted  trade  at  Sumatra,  and 
obtmned  a  proportion  of  pepper,  to  counteract  the  monopoly 
of  the  Dutch  at  Java,  and  they  now  resolved  to  revive  this^ 
trade,  and  therefore  sent  the  Zant  frigate,  and  a  stock  of 
a63,000,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Newman,  the  supercargo, 
with  instructions  to  re-open  the  trade  at  Sumatra,  particularly 
at  Priaman  and  Tekoo ;  but,  in  the  event  of  his  not  being  able 
to  obtain  pepper  at  those  ports,  he  was  to  proceed  to  Bantam, 
fin  up  his  tonnage,  and  return  thence  direct  to  Erigland.<'> 

2E2  The 

(1) — Letter  from  tb«  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factoti  at  BaDlam,  24th '  Januar jr 
t66;-68.—  Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  24lh  Janaary  1667-68. 
■  Letter  from  King  Charles  II.  to  the  King  of  BaQtam,  2Sth  January  I667-S9.— 

{Note.)  Mr.  Wiiset,  io  bii  "  Compendiutn  of  Eaat-India  Affairs,"  mentions,  that  ths 
Conrt  had  ordered  the  Secretary,  in'Auguit  1664  and  in  1666,  toobtain  tmall  quantities 
of  tea,  at  a  present  to'  Hit'Majeaty;  but  the  letferj  above  quoted,  to  Bantam,  24tb 
Janaary  1667-66,  appears  to  be  the  firit  pullic  order  from  tb?  Court  for  the  importation 
of  tea  into  England. 

{2)— Instructions  of  the  Court  to  Mr.  Thomas  Newman,  for  his  voyage  to  Sumatra, 
a^lb  March  1668.-^—^  Letter  from  the  Couit  to  the  Agent  and  Factor*  al  Bantam,  27th 
Irlarch  1666. 
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1667-68.  The  transactions  of  the  foreign  Settlements  of  die  Com- 

GervaM  La-  IP^^^Yt  ^  1667-68,  fiimished  only  a  continuation  of  themea- 

^,  com^'  fiures  which  had  been  adopted  in  the  preceding  season.  '  When 

Secntaiy  of  Sir  GefTose  Lucas  took  charge  of  the  Govornment  of  Bombay, 

Geoi^  'ox-  amd  when  the  unhappy  misunderstanding  prevailed  between 

him  and  Sir  George  Oxinden,  the  Company's  I^esidait  at 

Surat,  tlie  King's  and  Company's  interests  were  unhi^pily  at 

variance  with  each  other,  and  could  not  be  affected  by  the 

events  which  had  taken  place  in  Europe,  either  in  copseqnence 

of  the  Treaty  of  Breda,  or  of  the  grant  of  the  Island  of 

Bombay  to  the  Company ;  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  also,  could 

not  have  learned  the  resolution  of  the  Company,  to  revive  lihe 

trade,  by  large  funds  and  equipments ;  hence,  in  the  west  trf" 

India,  we  have  only  to  trace  the  series  of  events  at  Bosbay 

and  at  Subat,  as  they  afifected  the  King's  or  the  Company's 

interests. 

It  would  appear,  that,  early  in  this  year,  an  explanation 
liad  taken  place,  on  the  subjects  in  dispute  between  Sir 
Gervase  Lucas  and  Sir  George  Oxinden,  and  that  the  eflbrts 
of  both  were  directed  to  promote  His  Majesty's  and  the 
Company's  interests : — the  death  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas, 
however,  on  theSlst  May  1667}  ngftin  involved  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bombay  in  embarrassing  circumstances.  Sir  Grorge 
Oxinden  communicated  to  Lord  Arlington  the  circumstance 
of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas's  death,  and,  at  the  same  time,  informed 

him 
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^^l"^IJ■  Gervase  Lucas. ,  At  the  time  when  Mr.  Cooke  acceded  to  the 
667-68.  terms,  upon  which  the  Viceroy  of  Goa  ^reed  to  cede 
the  Islaad,  either  he  had  not  examined  the  rights  to  the  lands 
held  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal  by  the  inhabitants^  or  he  had 
considered  that  the  ascert^ning  of  those  rights  would  become 
a  source  of  emolument  to  himself :— the  Jesuits'  College  at 
fiundcra  claimed  a  considerable  extent  of  land,  and  of  rights, 
in  the  Island,  which  Sir  Gerrase  Lucas  refused  to  admit ;  on 
which  they  liad  recourse  to  force : — ^this,  the  Governor  con- 
ceived to  be  an  act  of  treason  against  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  declared  the  lands  and  rights  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
King }  a  decision  which  explai  nsthe  reception  and  encourage- 
ment given  to  Mr.  Cooke  by  the  Jesuits  of  Bundera  j  Mr. 
Gary,  therefore,  proclaimed  Mr.  Cooke  a  traitor,  and  Sir 
George  Oxinden  refused  to  receive  or  encourage  him  at  the 
Factory  of  Surat.  The  whole  of  these  parties  referred  the 
matters  in  dispute,  by  letters,  to  the  King,  to  the  lord 
Chancellor,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  Mr.  Gary 
determined  to  maintain  his  right  to  the  administration  of  the 
Island,  till  the  King's  pleasure  should  be  known. 
vtr.    Gary's  In  making  these  communications  to  the  Kine  and  to  the 

ieportonthe  °  ° 

^cQues  of  Secretary  of  Stale,  Mr.  Gary  transmitted  a  statement  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Island,  as  improved  by  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  and 
himself : — this  statement  is  the  more  interesting,  as  it  ascer- 
tains the  value  of  the  grant  of  Bombay,  as  made  by  the  King 
to  the  East-India  Company,  and  is  as  follows  ; 

Rent 
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CHAP^.  Courts  but  for  rejecting  the  propositions  of  the  Agent  at  Ma- 
1667-68.  sulipatam,  founded  on  the  King's  commission,  requiring  the 
Hberation  of  Mr.  Foxcroft,  and  the  resting  him  with  the 
administration  at  Madras.  These  orders  Sir  Edward  Winter 
and  his  Council  treated  as  gross  forgeries,  intended  to  betray 
them  into  a  dereliction  of  their  duty,  and  instead  of  enter- 
ing into  any  proofs  of  such  forgeries,  returned  to  the  charge 
against  Mr.  Foxcroft,  of  treason  to  .  the  King ;  and  as- 
serted, that  the  Company  must  ascribe  the  failure  in  the 
sale  of  their  exports,  particularly  the  lead,  (used  for  the 
defence  of  the  Fort)  to  their  having  listened  to  the  misre- 
presentations which  had  been  made  of  Sir  Edward  Win- 
ter's conduct ; — and  that,  to  the  same  cause,  they  must 
ascribe  the  want  of  an  investment  from  the  Fort  this  season, 
it  being  impracticable  to  provide  one,  because  Sir  .George 
Oxinden  had  withheld  both  the  stock,  and  the  Court's 
instructions  on  that  subject ;  proceedings  which  had  com- 
pelled him  to  send,  through  His  Majesty's  Governor  at  Bom-, 
bay,  information  of  the  actual  state  of  the  Company's  affairs 
at  the  Fort.  Under  all  these  difficulties,  however.  Sir  Edward 
Winter  expressed  his  determination  to  adhere  to  his  loyalty  to 
the  King,  and  to  his  duty  to  the  Company,  and  to  resist  every 
attempt  which  the  Dutch  might  make  on  the  gairison,  till 
he  should  receive  His  Majesty's  commands,  and  instructions 
firom  the  Court  of  Directors.<'' 

There 

(l) — (Copjr.)    ProdatnatiOD  of  Capleio  Garj,  Governor  of  Bombajr,  against  Mr. 

Foxcroft 
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There  does  not  remmn  in  the  Company's  records,  any  CH^ 
document,  to  shew  that  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam  166J 
had  received  information,  either  of  the  Treaty  of  Breda,  of 
the  grant  of  Bombay  by  the  King  to  the  Company,  or  (what 
was  of  more  importance  to  them)  the  enlarged  equipment  and 
funds  upon  which  it  had  been  resolred  to  renve  the  trade 
at  that  place,  and  at  M&ccassar,  and  therefore  the  situation 
of  the  Southern  settlements  of  the  Company  were,  during  this 
season,  unknown  to  the  Court. 

Foxcroft  and  his  AdbereDti,  at  Fort  St.  George,  8th  Augait  1 66? .—(Eut-IndiB  Papen 
in  the  State  Paper  Office,  No.  244).—-  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Winter,  at  Fort  St. 
Ooorge,  to-tbeCMrt,  agOtOcOibtt  ifiUf. 
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1668-69. 


CHAP.  II.  Th£  relations  betiveeB  England  and  the  Maritime  Faw&n 

1668-69.  tr^K,  nt  tibits  jimeture,  coqstaotly  varying;  and  ihese  Tari»- 
the  Court  to  ^im^  b^  oji  iR^iienee  upoa  the.  proceeding  of  tlie  London 
Couucit,  re-  East-Iodia  Company,  both  at  hoipe  and  abroad. 

□uesiiog'  ex-  ^ 

pianatioDs  Bf  The  Treaty  of  Breda,  (referred  to  in  the  preceding  season,} 

Breda,  and    haTing  }efit  the  Potch  ID  posscssioD  of  the  Islands  of  Falaroon 

decttion  of 

the  Councu    and  Damm,  and  the  London  Company  exposed  to  encroadi- 

QD  the  tub- 

ject.  ments  on  their  settlements,  and  on  theii  trade,  gave  rise  to 

new  questions,  which  were  not  distinctly  solved  in  the  terms 
of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  or  "  Treaty  Marine,"  between 
England  and  the  States  General.  Though  the  terms  regarding 
Europe,  were  sufficiently  explicit,  cm-  "  that  the  produce  of  Ger- 
"  many,  passing  by  rivers  thioi^h  Holland,  was  to  be  deemed 
"  the  produce  of  Holland,"  and  though  commissioners  were  to 
be  appointed,  to  judge  on  all  commercial  disputes,  and  neither 
of  the  contracting  parties  (though  they  might  carry  on  their 
commerce  freely),  were  to  supply  the  enemies  of  the  other 
with  naval  or  military  stores,  this  general  provision  did  not 
sufficiently  apply  to  the  relative  circumstances  of  the  English 
and  Dutch,  in  the  East-Indies ; — the  Court  of  Directors,  there- 
fore, presented  a  memorial  to  the  Lords  Committees  for  Trade, 
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CHAP.  11.  Surat  appointed  its  Gorenun-,  and  one  of  llie  Council,  of  hu 
1668-69.  selection.  Deputy  Gorcmor,  to  reside  in  Bombay,  and  to 
take  his  instructions  and  ordexs  ham  Snrat,  the  measures, 
which  the  Court  annually  prescribed  to  the  President  and 
Council  must  necessarily  precede  the  subordinate  orders  wHcb 
were  ctrnveyed,  through  them,  to  the  Deputy  Gorernor  of 
Bombay  and  his  Council. 

The  Court,  in  this  season  (1668-69),  sigmfied  to  the 
President  and  Connci]  of  Surat,  their  determination  to  per- 
severe in  enlarging  their  system  of  trade  on  tiie  West  of 
Kadia,  and  their  opinion,  that  measures  should  be  taken  for 
re-opening  the  tradfe  to  Persia. 

The  equipmcaits  intmded  fpr  Surat  amcnmted  to  twdre 
hundred  tons  of  shipping,  and  the  stock,  in  goods  and  money, 
was  estimated  at  ^£7^,000: — 4his  tonnage  is  subsequently 
explained  to  be  divided  among  three  ships,  and  the  stock  to 
amoimt  to  s^SfiOO,  of  which  the  proportion  of  broad-cloths, 
(the  staple  of  the  kingdom,}  was  considerable,  with  orders 
to  make  every  effi)rt  to  promote  the  sale,  of  them  :-*the 
other  articles  were  tin,  to  be  sold  at  prime  cost,  with  simple 
interest,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  sheet  c»pper;  die 
remainder  in  bullion  : — it  was  directed,  that  the  investmeot 
should  ccmast  of  Surat  cloths,  and  as  large  a  proportion  as 
could  be  obtained,  of  Malabar  Pepper,  at  the  ports  of  which 
Coast  (Carwar,  Calicut,  Porcat,  &c.)  Agencies  were  to  be 
established,  as  well  as  at  the  other  ports  of  the  Native  Princes 
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to  build  a  pinnace,  to  be  manned  with  intelligent  seamen,  en-    chap.  u. 
gaged  from  the  Indiamen,  who.  were  to  beformed  into  aclassof  1668-6S 
pilots,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  take  charge  of  the  Company's 
ships  ap  and  down  the  river;    it  having  been  found,  from 
experience,  that  the  want  of  pilots,  and  of  proper   charts, 
pointing  out  the  depths  and  soundings  of  the  river,  had  not 
only  exposed  the  ships  to  hazard,  but  the  Company   to  great 
expeoces  for  native  pilots  :    it  was  to  be  an  instruction  to  tiiese 
pilots,  to  examine  the  currents,  sounding,  and  general  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Ganges,  up  to  Hugbly ;   and  to  render 
this   knowledge  more  petfect,  such  of  the  Captains  of  the 
Company's  ships,  as  navigated  their  vessels  with  safety,  in  the 
Ganges,  were  to  receive  ten  shilUngs  per  ton,  as  a  remunera- 
tion/') 
-     It  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Trade  to  b 

mived     be 

Fort  St.  George,  to  carry  into  effect  the  project  of  establishing  a  tween     th 
Factory  at  Acheen,  and  to  allot  a  proportion  of  the  stock,  in  ronundeUn 

■'  Acheea. 

presents  to  the  Government  of  that  place,  provided  it  could  be 
be  asco'tained,  that  two  hundred  and  fifty,  or  three  hundred 
tons  of  pepper  could  annually  be  collected  at  that  port : — 
in  return,  a  lai^r  investment  was  expected,  in  Coromandel 
goods,  Bengal  produce,   and  pepper  from  Acheen.(^> 

The 

(1)— Letter  from  tba  Court  to  Ibe  Agent  aad  Factor  at  Hughl/,  20lb  Norember 
i66S. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  Su  Geoi^e,  36ih 
October  ]€08. 
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CHAP;^-  The  instructions,  in  1668-69,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 

1668-69.  equipments  and  stock  consigned    to  Bantam  and  to  its  de- 

Equipmenti 

and  Stock  for  pendencies,  ennce  that  the  Court  were  detemuned  to  revive 

Bantam    eo* 

laired.  this    trade,  it    being    of  much   importance    to  their   home 

sales ; — with  this  object,  besides  the  ship  which  was  or- 
dered to  proceed  firom  Fort  St.  George,  with  a  stock  of 
^10,000,  two  ships,  of  firom  four  to  five  hundred  tons 
each,  were  consigned  direct  from  England  to  Bantam, 
with  a  stock,  chiefly  in  bullion,  and  some  necessary  stores, 
estimated  at  ^25,000,  with  instructions  to  the  Agents  and 
Councils  of  Bantam  and  Jambee,  to  employ  every  possible 
means  to  obtain  the  protection  of  the  Chiefs  at  those  ports, 
and  to  purchase  as  large  a  proportion  of  pepper  as  might  be 
practicable,  not  only  to  fill  up  their  tonnage,  but  to  be  in 
readiness  for  two  thousand  tons  of  shipping,  intended  to  be 
annually  consigned  to  them,  to  connect,  as  much  as  cir- 
cumstances would  allow,  the  trade  of  Maccassar  with  that 
of  Bantam.  Towards  the  close  of  this  season,  the  London, 
an  additional  ship,  was  dispatched  to  Jambee,  with  a  cargo 
valued  at  ^10,000,  to  obtain  pepper,  but  the  commander 
was  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  least 
he  might  become  jealous  of  the  intentions  of  the  English, 
to  remove  the  trade  from  Bantam  to  Jambee : — at  the  same 
time,  he  was  ordered  to  prosecute  this  trade,  at  whatever 
ports  it  might  be  practicable,  and  not  to  be  deterred,  by  the 
opposition  or  menaces  of  the  Dutch. 

It 
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CHAP.  II.    session  of  the  Chinese),  might  not  facilitate  the  speculation  of 

1668-69.  a  trade  to  Japan  ? 

These  questions  the  Court*  in  this  season,  appear,  in  part, 
to  have  answered,  hy  ordering  a  Factor,  with  a  small  stock, 
to  be  sent  to  Cambodia,  to  examine  the  practicability  of  esta- 
blishing a  trade  between  this  place  and  Japan,  and  aUo  a  trade 
to  Manilla  and  to  China.(') 

The  isknd  uf  In  reviewing  the  Annals  of  the  London  Company,  during 

St.  Helena 

confirmed  by  the  rcign  of  James  I.,   it  was  ascertained,  that  <Hie  of  their 

Charter  to 

the  Com-      captains  having  touched  at  Saldanha  Bay,  for  water  and  re- 

pany,  and 

Captain         freshments,  had  taken  possession  of  the  Cwe  of  Good  Hope, 

Stringer  ap- 
pointed Go-    in  the  King's  name,  "  to  be  held  by  whatever  title  His  Mfuesty 

vemor.  °  '  f      * 

"  might  be  pleased  to  give  it ;  "  and  this  event  establishes  the 
prior  rights  of  the  Crown  of  England  to  those  of  the  Dutch, 
to  the  great  Promontory  of  Africa.  The  civil  wars,  in  the 
reign  of  ChaHes  I.,  having  depressed  equally  the  Crown  and 
the  Company,  no  measures  were  adopted  to  form  an  English 
Colony  at  the  Cape,  and  the  prior  rights  of  the  Crown  were 
neglected. 

The  Dutch,  having  possessed  themselves  of  the  cdonj 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  London  East-India  Company, 
about  the  year  1651,  (after  the  Dutch  had  rdinquished  St. 
Hei^ena,  and  carried  the  colonists  to  the  Ci^},  took  possesion 
of  this  Island.  King  Charles  U.  confirmed  the  Company's 
right  to  St.  Helena,  by  the  Charter  of  the  3d  April  1661,  by 

which 

(I)— Letter  fraia  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Coanci)  at  Baolani,  lOlb  April  1669. 
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CHAP.  II.  formed ;  and,  it  is  worth  notice,  that  in  the  appointment  of 
1668-69.  Captain  Stringer,  the  captains  of  the  ships  who  were  to  act 
as  his  temporary  coundl,  were  twenty-two,  whidi  ascertains 
the  Dumfoo'  of  the  Company's  n^ular  ships  at  this  period. 
The  Court,  in  this  season,  estaUidied  the  fdlowing  r^n- 
lations  for  the  colony  at  St.  Helena, : — two  hundred  acres  oF 
land  were  to  be  held  as  the  exclusive  property  of  die  Company, 
and  to  be  under  the  management  of  the  Governor ;  the  remun- 
ing  lands  were  to  foe  allotted  to  the  sHtlers,  in  the  prc^pOTti<ni 
of  fifteen  acres  to  each  family,  and  the  lands  f<H-  wbidi  setders 
could  not  be  found,  vrerc  to  be  common,  on  which  the  inhabi- 
tants, in  gmeral,  were  to  have  the  privilege  of  pasturage  for 
their  cattle,  till  the  Court  should  be  aUe  to  form  the  whok 
into  a  regular  colony.  In  a  few  months,  subsequently  to  this 
arrangement  with  Captain  Stringer,  Captain  Coney  was  ap- 
pmnted  Govemm',  and  it  was  then  ordered,  (without  ex- 
cepting the  Governor)  that  the  setden  dionld  derive  tbcar 
'snlHostence  from  their  lands  only,  but  be  allowed  a  pro- 
portion of  catde  and  slaves,  to  accelerate  the  culdvatiob 
of  diem>  and  not  endded  to  require  suj^lies  from  the 
Company's  ships,  but  to  exchange  them  for  fresh  provi- 
flohs ;  farther,  such  passengers  in  the  Company's  ships,  as 
might  be  disposed  to  setde  in  the  Island,  w^e  to  have  lands 
allotted  to  them  for  caltivatioo.<>> 

The 

<l)—Letienfra«iUe  Court  lo  tbc  Governor  of  dn  bhnd  of  St,  Helens,  lOth 
ntwM^lSSB^  and  gih  March  leeg-fO.—^-m  Ccnamiirion  from  the  Coirt,  fer  idaot- 
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CHAP.ji.  froni  that  station.  Sir  George  Oxinden  deemed  it  more  prudent 
1668-69.  to  employ  this  armed  vessel,  mounting  eight  guns,  on  a  serrice 
which  he  considered  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Mogul  Govern- 
ment, or  sending  her  as  convoy  to  the  Surat  vessels^  which 
annually  carried  Pilgrims  to  Judda  and  Mf>cha,  expecting  for 
this  service,  the  continuance,  if  not  the  extension,  of  the 
Company's  privileges  at  Surat. 

On  the  return  of  the  Bantam  Pink  from  the  Red  Sea,  the 
President,  the  more  effectually  to  meet  the  Court's  orders,  dis- 
patched thb  vessel  to  the  Malabar  Coast,  as  far  as  Carwar, 
to  take  in  what  pepper  and  Malabar  produce  had  been  ccdlect- 
ed,  to  be  reladen  on  board  the  Company's  Europe  ships,  at 
Swally. 
—  wiih  "^^  Presidency  of  Surat,   having  received  the  Court's 

Acheen  j  orders  to  establish  a  Factory  at  Acheen,  to  encrease  their  pep- 
per investment,  sent  Mr.  Matthew  Gray,  mie  *rf  their  number, 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  vrith  the  Queen,  on  the  principle,  that  if 
a  preference  should  be  given  to  the  Ejiglish  trade  at  that  port, 
atTekoo,  and  at  Priaman,  he  might  agree,  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  to  afford  the  assistance  of  the  English,  in  protecting 
Acheen  against  the  depredations  of  the  Orankayes,  or  supe- 
riors of  districts  ;  and,  was  ordered  to  remain  twelve  months 
at  Acheen,  to  observe,  and  report  on  the  practicabihty  of  this 
trade ; — the  Pink,  however,  was  to  return  to  Surat,  with 
such  quantities  of  pepper,  benjamin,  &c.,  as  could  be  pro- 
cured, to  make  part  of  the  investment  for  Europe. 

The 
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The  Bantam  Pink  was  accompanied  to  Acheen  by  the 
ship  Charies^  which  was  to  proceed  from  this  port  to  Quedah, 
cm  the  Coast  of  Malacca/  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Davies,  who  was  appointed  Agent  at  Quedah,  to  endea^yonr 
to  obtain  tin,  for  which  he  was  to  barter  Surat  produce :  if  he 
could  establish  a  trade  at  that  port,  he  was  to  engage,  that 
the  Company's  ships  should  annually  resort  to  it: — ^but  if 
he  should  find  this  project  impracticable,  he  was  to  proceed 
with  the  ship  Charles  to  Johore,  in  the  Straits  of  Sinca* 
pore,  and  to  try  a  similar  barter  in  that  country. 

The  transactions,  thus,  of  the  Surat  Presidency,  as 
far  as  th^y  regarded  the  extension  of  the  Company's  trade, 
were  confined  to  expedients  only,  preparatory  to  the  arrival 
of  their  large  stock  and  equipments/^) 

The  important  event  of  the  cession,  under  the  King's 
Warrant,  of  the  Island  of  Bombay  to  the  London  East-India 
Company,  to  be  held  by  them,  under  the  tenure  specified  in 
the  lietters  Patent,  took  place  on  the  23d  September  1668, 
Sir  Greorge  Oxinden  having  sent  a  deputation  from  the 
Council  of  Surat  to  Bombay,  to  complete  this  transaction. 

Mr. 


CHAP.  ir. 


1668-69. 

•—and  wilh 
duedah. 


Sir  George 
Oxinden 
takes  posses* 
sion  of  Bom* 
bay>  in  the 
name  of  the 
Company. 


(1)— Letter  from  the  President  and  Conncil  of  Sarat  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at 
Bantam,  ^  24th  February  l668-6t9.*— .  Coounission  from  the  President  and  Coundl  of 
Surat  to  Mr.  Gray>  for  attempting  trade  with  Acheen,  dated  igth  April  i6(^.«-^ 
Commission  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  Mr.  Daries,  to  open  trade  at 
Quedah,  in  Malacca^  250i  April  l66^ 


i 
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CHAP.  II.  ]V(r.  Gary,  on  this  occastOD,  ddivered  over  to  the  Onn- 

1668-69.  mi^ioners,  a  statement,  or  **  accompt  general  of  His  Ma- 

Statementiof        ,  .  ,     ,.  ,  ..  *-*•     v  i       i 

GoTsroorGa-  "  jest^TS  receipt,  revenue,  and  disbursement,  of  t£s  Island 

ry  atxl  the 

Commiuion-  <*  of  Bombaun,  from  the  S!2d  day  of  May  166^  (the  day  Afr. 

en  from  Su- 
nt, of  the    Gary  took  possession  of  the  gorenuuent,  on  the  death  of  Sir 


4jibane-       Gervase  Lucas)  **  to  the  33d  September  1668,  die  day  it  waft 

menti  of  i  •  ^ 

Bombay.       "  transferred  to  the  Honorable  East-India  Company;"  of 
which  the  following  is  an  abstract : — 

By  this  statement,  Mr.  Grary  acknowledged  to  have  reodv- 
ed,  during  the  time  he  held  the  govemment,  for  the  farms  of 
cocoa-nuts,  customs,  excise,  and  tobacco,  and  the  rents  of 
the  towns  in  the  Island,  the  sum  of  ^€9,402.  I2s.  8^.,  which, 
with  the  sum  of  ^636.  15«.  ld.y  recovered  from  the  executor 
of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  on  the  King's  account,  and  the  value 
of  the  shipping,  houses,  cattle,  jewels,  plate,  and  ready 
money,  estimated  at  ^1,631.  4«.  O^d.,  made  the  whole  re- 
ceipt, during  his  administration,  amount  to  the  sum  of 
j£n,570.  lis.  lOd. 

The  disbursements,  during  the  same  period,  on  the  King's 
account,  for  pay  of  the  troops,  fortifications,  repairs  of 
houses,  prorisions,  stable-charges,  and  contingencies,  amount- 
ed to  the  sum  of  ^6,691.  4s.  9d.,  and  there  was  dehvered  to 
the  Commissioners,  on  account  of  the  East-India  Company, 
on  the  23d  September  1668,  shipping,  houses,  cattle,  jewels, 
plate,  and  ready  money,  to  the  amount  of  5^4,879.  7*-  6d^> 

making 
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making  together  tbe  sum  of  ^11,570.  lis.  10 
Gary  acknowled^d  to  h&ve  received/'} 

This  account  of  the  transfer  of  the  Islani 
Grom  the  Crown  to  the  East-India  Company, 
cated  by  a  l^ter  from  Mr.  Gmy  to  Sir  Josep] 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  5th  October  1668, 
Gary  stated,  that  he  had  received  the  King's  MS 
cession,  on  tlie  21st  September  1668,  with  w] 
ONnpIied,  and,  on  the  23d  September,  gave 
the  Island  to  the  East-India  Company's  C 
and  added,  **  that  though  this  unexpected  cht 
**  troubled  him,"  he  hoped  that  Lord  Arlii 
Joseph  WiUiamsim  "  would  make  the  Governor  a 
"  of  the  East-India  Company,  sensible  of  his 
**  that  he  was  deserving  of  remuneration/'^^ 

The  account  which  the  Fl^sidokcy  of  Sur 
Court  of  Directors,  of  the  events  and  circiui] 
had  attended  the  cession  of  the  Island  of  £ 
East-India  Company,  was,  in  substance,  as  foil 

Mr.  Goodier,  Mr.  Master,  and  Mr.  Cote 
the  Council  at  Surat,  and  Captain  Young,  app< 
Govemor  of  Bombay,  were  the  Commissioncx 


(I )— Account  of  tbe  Receipla  andDiibnnementi.of  tbeldand  of] 
Mar  1667,  to3d  October  l86S.     (EaiMndia  Papers  in  the  State  Pa) 

(2)— Letter  from  Mr.  Gary  to  Sir  Joaeph  WilliemsoD,  dated  I 
1606.    (Bast-In^a  I^pen  Id  tbe  State  Paper  Offic*,  No.  VS.) 


240  AKNAL3  OF  THE  HOKORABLB 

CHAP.  H.  George  Oxinden,  to  req\iire  from  Mr.  Gary,  who  had  suc- 
1668-69.  ceeded  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  the  transfer  of  the  Island  to  the 
Company : — on  their  arrival,  on  the  21st  September  1668, 
these  Commissioners  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gary,  in- 
forming him,  that  they  had  to  present  to  him  the  King's 
orders,  under  the  Privy  Seal,  and  the  Company's  commis- 
sion, for  taking  possession  of  the  Island : — ^Mr.  Gary  fixed 
the  following  day  for  the  ceremony  : — on  the  Commissioners 
landing,  the  troops  were  drawn  up  to  receive  them  with 
military  honors,  and  then  ordered  to  ground  their  arms  ; 
the  King's  orders  were  next  read,  and  Mr.  Gary  surren- 
d«:^  the  Island,  in  form :— the  troops  were  then  invited 
to  enter  into  the  Company's  service,  with  the  same  rank  and 
pay,  but  with  permission  to  such  of  them  as  might  decline  it, 
to  return  to  England : — the  officers  and  soldiers,  in  general,  ac- 
cepted the  proposition,  and  became  the  Company's  first  military 
establishment  at  Bombay  : — ^they  consisted  of  two  companies, 
commanded  by  captains  ;  the  first  company  comprehended  two 
commissioned  officers,  sixty-six  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  and  twenty-eight  topasses  ;  the  second,  three  commis- 
sioned officers,  seventy-three  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  and  twenty-six  topasses :— the  enhance  amounted  to 
twenty -one  pieces  of  cannon,  with  proportionate  stores ;  but  no 
part  of  the  miUtary  were  particulwly  attached  to  this  service, 
texcept  two  gunners.  This  force,  on  the  first  inspection  by  the 
Commissioners,  was  deemed  inadequate;  for,  in  their  refe- 
rence 
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the  ci\U  goTemment  of  it,  and  to  form  a  code  of  military  chap,  n. 
regulations  for  the  garrison :— these  regulations  are  prolix  in  1668-69. 
their  (Mrisions,  but  suited  to  the  new  circumstances  in  which 
Bombay  was  placed : — they  prescribed  the  duties  of  the 
commanding  offico*,  who  was  the  senior  captain  ;  they  Rei- 
fied, also,  the  military  duties  of  the  subordinate  officers  on 
^rrison  duty  ;     and    enacted  strict  discipline,  under  severe  " 

penalties ; — they  defined  the  duties  required  of  the  soldiers, 
both  in  garrison  and  in  quarters,  Euid  those  keeping  stations 
and  guards  ; — they  specified  the  duties  of  the  muster-mast<^, 
who  was  to  inspect  the  strength  of  the  corps  ;  and  enjoined 
a  general  obedience  to  aU  orders  proceeding  from  the  civil 
goremmoit.  It  is  remarkaUe,  that  in  these  regulations,  the 
neglect  or  breach  of  duty,  in  the  inferior  officers,  iwid  in 
the  s<ddierB,  was  declared  to  .be  pumshable  with  death ;  and 
in  the  superior  officers,  with  deprivation  of  rank,  only. 

These  regulations  were  founded  on  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Company  by  .their  Charter,  for  levying,  embody- 
ing, and  entertaining  a  military  force  for  the  defence  of 
their  Factories,  ch*  Settlements  ;  and  we  shall  find  their  mili- 
tary establishments  proceeded  upon  them,  for  a  long  series 
of  years,  till  King's  troops  were  sent  to  India,  and  started  th« 
question,  how  far  the  Company's  troops  were  competent  to 
hold  courts  martial,  or  exercise  martial  law  ?('> 

212  After 

(i)~LeHerfro(nMf.GoodicrtoSirGeorgeOsiiu3eD,Sth  January  1666-69. Lawa- 

QfWarforga?ermnstlicCompany'sMilUiB,l668-^,(SanULetter-Bo(*,roI.lviii.pasEgi.} 
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CHAP^.  After  the  residence  of  a  month,    Sir  Geoi^  Oxinden  re- 

1668-69.  turned  to  Surat,  leaving  the  Dqmty  GoTemor  and  his  Council 
to  cany  into  execution  the  measures  which  he  had  derised, 
and  with  orders  for  the  sale  of  lands  by  proclamation  ; 
for  completing  the  fortifications  of  the  castle ;  letting  the 
tobacco  farms  and  customs,  and  for  establishing,  as  far  as 
might  be  practicable,  an  intercourse  with  the  ports  of  Sevagee, 
to  obtmn  timber  and  chunam  (lime}  to  cinnplete  the  works. 

The  Island  was  next  declared  to  be  an  asylum  to  all 
merchants  and  manufacturers  who  might  be  disposed  to  place 
themselves  under  the  English  protection :— ^at  this  piotectuxi 
could  not  be  given  to  the  weavers,  who  had  come  from 
Chaul  to  Bombay,  till  houses  could  be  erected  to  accommodate 
them ;  a  street,  therefore,  was  ordered  to  be  built,  stretch- 
ing  from  the  Custom-house  to  the  Fort,  the  rents  of  which, 
it  was  expected,  would  soon  defray  the  expences. 

The  trade  of  Bombay  had  been  so  much  exposed  to 
captures  by  the  Malabar  pirates,  or,  in  any  dispute  vnth 
Sevagee,  by  his  armed  boats,  that  the  Council  of  Bombay 
intimated  to  the  Court,  it  would  be  necessary  to  construct 
three  small  armed  ships,  to  protect  the  trade  coming  to,  or 
g(HDg  firom  the  Island,  and  to  serve  as  temporary  convoys  to 
the  trade  to  and  from  the  Gulfe  of  Persia  and  Arabia.^'> 

As 

(D— Lettento  the  Pretident  and  Council  of  Sarat,  17th  and  20tlt  Much  lC6e-GQ. 
uidl669.     (Surat  Letter-Book,  toI.  iTiii.  pagei  107>  iiQi  UT-) 
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As  a  prelmunary  explanation  of  the  events  w 
on  the  CoROMANDSL  Coast,  in  the  season  1( 
necessary  to  state,  that  the  Cotui:  had  contini 
impression,  that  Sir  Edward  Winter  was  still  in 
Fort  St.  Geobox,  and  that  Mr.  Foxcroft  wa 
pristmer ; — ^it  is  also  necessary  to  refer  to  the  cc 
Agent  at  Masulipatam,  who  had  persevered  in  hi: 
to  the  Company,  though  he  had  not  been  ahL 
Sir  Edward  Winter  to  return  to  his  duty; — 
be  recollected,  that  a  conuuission  had  been  • 
Clavell,  strengthened  by  an  order  from  the  1 
coireaponding  order  from  the  Court,  on  his  arr 
St  George,  to  intimate  to  Sir  Edward  Winte 
with  which  he  was  vested,  and  under  these,  tc 
to  surrender  the  Fort,  and  to  dehver  it  to  tl 
authority. 

On  the  21st  May  1668,  the  Rambow  and 
chant  arrived  in  Madras  Koads,  and,  on  theii 
Mr.  Proby  and  Mr.  Locke  c:ame  on  board  ; — on 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  detain  them  prisonei 
quire  Mr.  Proby  to  inform  Sir  Edward  Winter,  1 
he  had  seen  the  King's  commission,  and  th 
orders,  to  surrender  the  Fort  to  the  Commis 
had  arrived  to  take  possession  of  it,  in  His  Mi 
and  that  three  of  them  would  come  on  shore 
answer.      Alarmed    and    embarrassed    at   ^is 
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^^^*]^'  Edward  Winter  required,  that,  previously  to  any  discussion 
1668  -  69.  on  these  orders,  Mr.  Proby  should  be  set  at  liberty  : — this 
occasioned  delays,  demands  of  personal  safety,  and  protectioa 
of  property,  before  he  would  examine  the  authority  which 
required  him  to  give  up  the  place.  On  consultation  by  the 
Commissioners,  on  board,  it  was  agreed  to  accede  to 
his  terms :— 'they,  accordingly,  went  on  shore,  and  on  the 
22d  August  1668,  took  possession  of  the  Fort,  released 
Mr.  Foxcrofl  jErom  the  Imprisonment,  in  which  be  had  con- 
tinued from  September  1666  to  August  1668,  and  rein- 
stated him  as  the  Company's  Agent  ^t  Fort  St.  George.C'> 
Mr.  Fox-  Mr.  Foxcroft,  on  his  being  put  in  possession  of  the  Fort, 

croffs  report  . 

in  the  Court  actcd  with  a  moderation,  which  must  be  ascribed  rather  to  a 

on  iLii  occa- 

ncD.  sense  of  duty,  than  to  his  own  feehngs,  after  the  harsh  treatment 

he  had  experienced  from  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  his  adherents ; 
explaining,  that  such  moderation  was  necessary  to  bring  back 
to  Madras  the  native  merchants  and  manufacturers,  whom 
Sir  Edward  Winter's  severities  and  schemes  of  private  trade 
had  expelled  from  it.  On  consultation,  Mn  Foxcroft  dismissed 
Mr.  Prohy  from  the  Company's  service,  without  instituting 
any  prosecution  against  him,  because  such  a  suit  might 
have  the  effect  of  alarming  those  who  had  been  forced  into 
Sir  Edward  Winter's  plans,  and  induce  them  to  desert 
their  homes  and  famiUes,   or  deprive  them  of  the  meajss  of 

subsistence  ; 

(I) — teller  ftom  &&,  Hall,  Agent  at  Maiulipatan,  to  the  Court,  dated  stfa  Decern^ 
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subsistence: — Mr.  Foxcroft,  on  coDSultation,  also,  stated  to  CHAP,  ii- 
the  Court,  the  narrow  stock  with  which  Mr.  Chuseman  had  1668-69. 
come  to  India,  and  the  large  sums  which  he  had  amassed,  by 
setting  up  manufactures ;  and  left  it  to  his  superiors  to  take 
decided  measures  against  him  on  his  arriral  in  England,  for 
which  he  allowed  him  a  passage,  along  with  Smythes^  the 
priest,  who  had  been  an  active  instrument,  in  Sir  Bdward 
Wnter's  projects.f'> 

Sir  Edward  Winter,  after  delivering  up  the  Fort,  went  to 
PuUicat,  where  suspicions  were  entertained  of  his  connexions 
with  the  Dutch ; — these,  with  his  former  violence,  made  it  expe- 
dient, on  his  return  to  Madras,  to  oblige  him  to  reside  without 
the  Fort,  to  prevent  his  again  disturbing  the  tranquillity  of  the 
garrison  : — subsequently,  he  went  to  Masulipatam,  at  which  he 
intimated  to  Mr.  Foxcroft  his  resolution  to  remain,  till  he 
should  receive  advices  from  England  of  the  reception  which 
Chuseman  and  Smythes  might  experience,  and,  of  coiu-se, 
whether  he  was  to  be  permitted  to  return,  or  be  made  respon- 
sible for  his  proceedings. 

The  investment  intended  for  England,  principally  Coast 
cloths,  was  considerable,  and  the  goods  and  stock  required  for 
FWt  St.  George,  next  season,  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding years,  with  the  exception  of  quicksilver  and  vermiUion, 
for  which  there  was  little  demand;    but  to  re-establish  the 

Company's 

(I)— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Conncil  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Court,  laib 
NoTcmbei  1668. 
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CHAP.  II.    Company's  influence,  a  stock  would  be  required  of  afilOO,000, 
1668 -69^.  both  to  render  Madras  the  seat  of  their  trade  on  the  Coro- 
mandel  Coast,  and  to  recall  the  native  weavers  to  live  under  the 
English  protection. 

Mr.  Foxcroft  farther  stated  to  the  Court,  that  the  writers 
and  apprentices  which  had  been  appointed,  were  youths,  who, 
from  having  received  a  good  education  at  Christ's  Hospital, 
promised,  from  their  industry  and  morals,  to  become  useful 
servants.*'^ 
TbeAgentat  The  circumstanccs  of  the  Factories  in  Bengal,  and  their 

Hughly  re-  ,        _ 

commeadi  a  subordmation  to  Fort  St.  George,  had  occasioned  difficulties 

direct  trade     ,  »  •   i  i 

betweenBen-  In  executing  the  coinmercial  orders,  partly  arising  fixmi  the 

galandEng-  °  .  .  ° 

land.  stock  in  the  Bay  not  being  equal  to  the  investment  of  salt- 

petre,  silks,  &c.,  expected  from  it,  and  partly  from  the  Agents 
not  being  aUe  to  obtain  credit  for  ^10,000,  by  drafls  on  the 
Court,  and,  from  the  time  required  by  the  Company^s  ships 
to  come  fi-om  the  Bay  to  Masulipatam,  to  complete  their  car 
goes,  the  Agent  at  Hughly  suggested,  that  the  investments 
in  Bengal  should  be  sent  direct  to  Europe, — a  plan  which 
could  not  be  complied  with,  unless  the  Court  should  furnish 
enlarged  stock  and  shipping/^ 

The 

(I)— Letter!  ftom  the  Agent  and  Conocil  at  MadfBt  to  the  Court,  23d  ud  2gtb 
Jaooarr  l66B'Gg. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  A&eQt  and  Council  at  Madras  to  the  Court,  I3th  Aptil  1669. 
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The  Company's  aflairs  at  Bantam,  in  1668-69,  had  been    ^^^"^i^- 
afl^cted  by  the  capture  of  Maccassar  by  the  Djitch,  which  had  1668-69. 

•^  *^  1  «  ..  Sutooftrade 

rendered  it  impracticable  for  the  Agent  and  Council  to  carry  at  Bantam 
the  Court's  order,  for  extending  the  trade,  into  execution ; — ^for, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  King  of  Bantam,  under  religious  preju- 
dices, considered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  to  war  with  the 
ChristitHis  once  in  ten  years,  and  had  c<mimenced  hostilities 
against  the  Dutch  ; — and,  on  the  oOnev  hand,  the  President 
and  Council  of  Bantam  explainet),  that  those  hostilities  bad 
prevented  their  obtaining  new  prlnleges  for  tbe  English  trade ; 
but  that  they  had  ptirchased  a  large  4usoitma«t  of  p^per, 
though  not  of  the  best  kind,  to  fiU  up  whatevo*  tonnage  might 
arrive  from  England,  in  the  subsequoit  Beaaon/>> 


(1)— IiCtterfroni  tbaAgeDtandCrxincil  at  Bantam  to  the  Court,  I4th  Ifanaiber 
I6M. 


S  K 
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1669-70. 


CHAP.  ir.  The  decision  of  the  King  and  PriTy  Conncil,  of  the  IStb 

1669-70.  July  1668,  on  the  explanations  required  in  the  Treaty  Marine 
pretent*      with  Holland,  it  was  mentioned^  had  been  communicated  to 

ncBioria]  to 

ib«  Coundi.  the  States  General  by  Sir  William  Temple,  who  had  proceeded 

oo  the  Dutch 

eniioDs  of    to  Holland  as  the  Kind's  Ambassador ;  it  appears,  however, 

the  Treaty  of  *^^         '  . 

Breda.  that  great  difficulties  had  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  an  arrange- 

ment by  the  States  General,  and  by  the  Pensionary  De  Witt : — 
the  communications,  therefore,  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  the 
King,  were  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors^  for  their 
information.  After  taking  the  subject  into  consideration,  the 
Court  addressed  a  memorial,  on  the  2d  July  1669,  to  I.ord 
Arlington  and  Mr.  Trevor,  the  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  in 
which  they  submitted,  that,  after  an  attentive  perusal  of  Sir 
William  Temple'^s  dispatches,  they  had  great  reason  to  doubt 
the  intentions  of  the  I>utch  in  this  n^otiation ;  for,  notwith- 
standing the  arguments  which  faad  been  urged,  on  behalf  of  the 
London  East-India  Company,  the  Dutch  still  adhered  to  their 
old  system  ef  engrossing  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Indies  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  explanation  which  the  States  Gene- 
ral had  given,  of  the  manner  in  which  trade  was  to  be  carried 
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on,  in  a  town  "  besi^ed,  blocked  up,  or  invested,"  yet  both  chap,  ii. 
De  Witt  and  Van  Beuninghen  affirmed,  that  a  general  article,  1669-70. 
to  that  effect,  in  the  treaty,  could  not  be  expected,  unless  it 
contained  restrictions,  tliat  it  should  not  prejudice  any  acquisi- 
tions the  Dutch  had  made,  or  might  make,  in  the  Indies ; 
which  would  leave  the  dispute  as  open  as  before,  and  aflbrd 
pretences  to  the  Dutch  continuidly  to  interrupt  the  English 
trade ; — ^therefore  th^t,  under  all  circumstances,  the  East- 
India  Company  could  not  recommend  to  His  Majesty  to  accept 
of  any  terms,  which  would  deprive  the  English  of  the  trade 
to  India,  and  that  the  only  expedient  they  could  devise,  was 
again  strongly  to  press  for  the  confirmation  of  the  articles 
formerly  transmitted  by  LchhI  Arlington  to  Sir  William  Temple, 
the  greater  part  of  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  States 
General,  though  objected  to  by  De  Witt  and  the  Chamber  of 
Amsterdam.<'> 

The  long  continued  opposition  of  the  Dutch  to  the  pro-  Systenofad- 
gress  of  the  l4(»idon  East -India  Company,  and  to  their  trade,  at  Sunt  new 
could  not,  notwithstanding  the  interference  of  the  King 
with  the  States,  be  brought  to  a  fair  and  liberal  system,  and 
the  Company  could  not  but  be  shackled,  in  their  proceed- 
ings, by  the  experience  of  the .  subteriiiges  and  violence  of 
a  rival,  whose  fixed  object  it  bad  been  to  exclude,  ndt  only 
.2  K  2  the 

(i) — ^Memorial  of  the  Eait>Iiidia  Company  to  Lord  Arlington  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Travor,  rebtiTetolho  iiegoliatioiu  with  the  Dntcb,  dated  3d  July  1669.  (East*India 
Pap^  io  the  SUte  Paper  Office.  No.  300.) 
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^"^P-  '!'  the  English,  but  the  maritime  powers  in  general,  from  a  par- 
1669-70.  ticipation  in  the  trade  to  the  East-Indies : — The  Court,  m 
tliis  year,  however,  (though  they  had  not  received  the  re- 
turns they  expected,  from  the  large  stock  and  tonnage  which 
they  had  dispatched  in  the  precedmg  season,}  were  determin- 
ed to  persevere  in  encreaaing  the  trade,  that  tiwy  might 
counterbalance  the  Dutdi  in  the  Eastern  markets,  and  juv- 
occupy  them,  before  the  French  Company  shomld  have  an 
opportunity  to  estaUish  Factc»ies,  or  to  form  connexions  with 
the  Native  Chiefs  or  Merchants,  sufficient  to  raise  them  to 
become  an  additional  rival. 

To  give  consistency  to  tbeir  Factories  and  trade,  the  . 
Court,  appear  to  have  had  in  view  the  following  objecte : — 
the  first  was,  to  vest  the  administration  of  their  ^^rs  in 
a  President  and  general  Council,  because,  though  the  great 
knowledge  and  experience  of  Sir  George  Oxinden  was  a  sitfiicieHt 
security  to  the  Company's  interests,  it  would  not  be  wise,  in  fu- 
ture, to  ^pend  on  the  talents  of  an  individual;  the  Court,  there- 
fore, appointed  Sir  George  Oxinden  to  be  President  at  Sitrat, 
with  a  Council  of  fjght,  viz.  Mr.  Gerdd  Aungier,  Mr.  Matthew 
Gray,  Mr.  Thomas  EaU^  JVfr.  Henry  Yoang,  Mr.  StreynBham 
Master,  Mr.  Cfaaries  Jmnes,  Mr.  Phiiip  Giffi?rd,  a^d  Mr. 
Alexander.  Grlgsby,  five  of  wli(nn  were  ooostanHy  to  reside 
at  Sural,  particularly  Mr.  Anngier,  Mr.  Gray,  and  Mr.  James. 
This  plan  merits  particular  notice,  from  being  the  first  example 

of 


of   a  r^^ar  coo^titutkHi,    with  checks,  ia  the  Company's    fHiP.n. 
Foreign  dependencies.  1669-70. 

Tbe  Court,  in  the  second  place,  recommended  the  opening  ^[Jl^^^^f 
trade  to  Manilla,  by  an  application  to  the  Spanish  GovemtM",  Jhe^rawn"* 
for  permission  to  EngUsh  ships  to  enter  the  seas  of  the  farther  J^arkeu'*'*"' 
Indie:],  under  licence  of  a  European  Maritime  Power :— As  the 
Dutch  had    wrested  the  Spice    Islands  from  Spain,    while 
Portugal  was   annexed  to  that  Crown,  it  was  hoped  that, 
independently  of   the   imports  to    and    exports  from  them, 
the  Manillas    would  afford   the  English  an  opportunity  of 
extending  their  trade  to  those  distant  seas : — ^the  Court,  by 
this  expedient,  preferred  a  licence  of  this  kind  to  a  general 
freedom  of  trade,  such  freedom  being  Uable  to  interruption  by 
the  Dutch,  who  would  oot  oppose  an  order  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  for  the  English  to  trade  to  the  Spanish  settlements. 

The  Court  also  countermanded  ^e  provision  of  the  cargo 
for  Bantam,  and  required  that  the  Surat  articles  intended  for 
it,  should  be  sent  to  Europe 

Alarmed,  on  heaiing  of  the  magnitude  q£  the  French 
exports  cm  three  ships  thai  had  arrived  in  India,  and  thai 
dgbt  moris  were  to  be  sent  this  seasop,  the  Court  gave 
instructions  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  to  avoid  disputes  with^ 
them,  bnl  not  to  give  encouragement  to  the  establishment  gf 
9,  tnoide,  which  might  involve  the  Company  in  difficult  political 
and  commercial  discussions. 

The  Court  then  took  into  consideration  the  intercourse 

with 
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^^*^JV  with  Peksia,  which  they  ordered  should  be  kept  open,  and 
1669-70.  desired  the  opinions  of  the  Presidency  on  the  naval  force 
that  would  be  necessary,  to  protect  the  Persian  trade, 
or  to  compel  that  power  to  the  observance  of  treaties ;  but 
recommended,  that  in  the  employment  of  this  force,  care 
should  be  taken,  not  to  interfere  with  the  ships  of  the  Indian 
Powers,  in  whose  dominions  the  Company  had  Factories, 
because,  however  trivial  the  subjects  of  complaint,  it  might  be 
difficult  and  expensive  to  adjust,  them. 
ReguiatioDi  When  the  Court  of  Directors   took  into  consideration 

of  the  Court, 

for  the  ma-  the  report  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  of  the  events  which 

rJne  and  mi- 

litarr  nu-     had  attended  the  takinir  possession  6f  the  Island  of  Bombay, 

bliihmenlt  at  t       tv 

Bombay.  and  the  appointment  of  Captain  Young  to  be  the  Deputy 
Governor,  they  came  to  the  following  resolutions  on  this  sub- 
ject ; — ^With  respect  to  the  building  of  vessels  for  the  defence  of 
the  Island,  they  appointed  Mr.  Warwick  Pett  to  proceed  to 
Bombay,  and  to  construct  two  vessels,  for  which  equipments 
and  stores  would  be  sent  on  the  ships  of  the  season, 
explwning,  that  their  reason  for  appointing  Mr.  Pett  was  his 
practical  knowledge  of  sliip-building,  in  which  he  could 
instruct  the  settlers,  to  the  advantage  of  the  Island.*')  They 
next  appointed  Captain  Smith  and  Captain  Tolderey,  two  of 
the  officers  commanding  the  military  at  Bombay  to  act  as 

engineers, 

(l)—(Nole.)  It  U  probable,  that  thii  Mr.  Warwick  Pett  wai  a  deiceDdant  of  Sir 
Phineai  Pett,  celebrated  for  bit  extraordinary  taleatain  marine  architectore,  'm  the  reigoi 
of  Elizabeth  and  James  I. 
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CHAP.lL   brought  from  the  neighbouring  cpntinont,  and,  if  possible,  to 
1669-70.  render  such  cloths  a  fabric  of  the   Island :' — ^tbe  inhabitants 

were  to  be  allowed  a  moderate  trferation  ;    but  the   claims  of 
the  Jesuits,  though  admissible  by  the  Portuguese  usages,   were 
not  to  foe  held  valid  in  an  Englisli  settlement/^) 
Equipments  The  equipments  fbr  Surat  and  its  dependencies,  in  this 

and  stock  for  *     *  * 

Surat.  season,   amounted  to  1500  tons  of  shipping,  and  the  stock, 

including  goods  and  money,  was  estimated  at  ^100,000  ;— 
the  goods  expected  in  return,  were  large  quantities  of  Surat 
cloths,  indigo,  &c.,  ordered  to  be  in  store  for  the  ships  on^ 
their  arriyal:— A  ship  of  three  hundred  tons  was,  at  the 
bi^inning  of  the  season,  intended  to  be  sent  to  Surat,  with 
a  stock,  to  provide  goods  for  the  Bantam  market ;  but,  aiiter 
hearing  of  the  seizure  of  Maccassar  by  the  Dutch,  this 
destbiatibn  was  altered,  and  the  ship,  with  the  goods  intended 
for  Bantam,  ordered  to  proceed  direct  to  Surat.(^> 

Mr.  Foxcroft  The  Court,  in  this  season,  received  intelligence,  that  Foet 

re-appointed  .  .  ^ 

Agent    at     gr.  OfeoRGE  had  been  delivered  to  the  Commissioners  by  Sir 

Fort  St.  ^ 

George,    for  Edward  Winter  and  his  Coimcil,  in  obedience  to  the  King's,  and 

one  year,  and  ^ 

to  be  succeed,  to  the  Company's  orders.     Though  they  condemned  the  whole 
William        Qf  Sir  Edward  Winter's  conduct,  #h^  he  retained  possession  of 

Langnome.  '  * 

the  Fort,  and  ^xcltided  Mr.  Foxcroft  ftom  the  station  to  tvhich  he 

had 

(1)— ^Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Preiideot  and  Council  of  Surat,  2d  August  l6£i9, 
and  17th  February  1669-70, 

(2)— Letter  from  tlie  Court]  (o  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  2d  AogtisC 
16Q9,  and  16th  February  1660-70. 
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had  been  appointed,  their  opinions  appear  to  have  undergone  a  ?^^^-^^; 
matmal  change,  on  receiving  fuller  information  of  the  case;  1669-70. 
«ui  this  change  was  also  observable  in  the  King  and  Privy 
Council :— whether  it  proceeded  from  the  information  given  by 
Mr.  Chuseman  and  Mr.  Smythes,  on  their  arrival  in  England, 
OT  whether  it  originated  in  the  prudent  expedient,  of  removing 
not  only  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  his  partizans,  but  Mr. 
Foxcroft  wid  his  adherents,  to  make  way  for  a  new  Agent  and 
Council,  unconnected  with  either,  it  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to 
enquire ;  but  that  this  was  the  resolution  of  the  Court,  appears 
from  the  appointment  of  Sir  William  Langhome,  and  six 
other  persons,  some  of  whom  were  already  in  the  service  in 
India,  and  others  sent  from  Europe,  to  act  as  Commissioners 
for  investigating  the  whole  of  this  transaction  : — These  Com- 
missioners were  to  continue  Mr.  Foxcroft  as  Agent,  at  the 
head  of  the  Council,  for  one  year,  after  which  he  was  to  be 
succeeded  by  Sir  \\^]liam  Langhorne  : — Sir  Edward  Winter 
was  allowed  to  remain  at  Madras,  for  a  short  time,  to  recover 
his  debts,  and  then  to  come  to  Europe  ; — ^Mr.  Foxcrof);,  the 
younger,  was  also  to  be  sent  home.  These  measures  were  in 
conformity  with  an  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  confirming  the 
new  appointments,  and  requiring  obedience  to  the  persons, 
BfHninated  Commissioners,  who  were  to  transmit  the  whole 
evidence  respecting  this  transaction,  for  the  information  of  th^ 
King  and  of  the  Court. 

VOL.  II.  2  I4  In 
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views ;  and  not  to  interfere  in  any  disputes  between  them  and    ?3^^^; 
the  Dutch,  but  always  to  remain  neutw.<*)  1669-7^. 

The  general  orders  of  the  Court  to  the  Factory  of  Ma-  Courf  i  or- 

,  .  dere  to  tho 

SULIPATAM  have  been,  in  substance,  mentioned,  but,  m  par-  Agents  at 

.  ,  •     Masulipa- 

ticular,  the  contract  for  saltpetre  was  to  be  discontmued,  as  it  um,  BeogaU 

and  Bantam. 

could  be  procured  of  better  quality,  and  cheaper,  in  Bengal ; 
and  this  Agency  was  to  direct  its  attention  to  the  selection  of 
cloths  suited  to  tibe  Bantam  market. 

The  orders  to  HughLtY  corresponded  with  those  to  the 
Fort  and  to  Masulipatam  : — the  Chiefs  at  Patna  and  Cossim- 
buzar  w^re  to  be  of  Council,  when  they  were  at  Hughly,  and 
the  Factory  at  Ballasore  was  to  be  kept  up.<^> 

The  instructions,  in  1669-70,  to  Bantam,  discover,  that 
the  Court,  though  doubtful  of  the  safety  of  this  Agency,  as 
well  as  of  the  returns  which  might  be  obtained  from  it, 
equipped  four  ships,  with  an  investment  valued  at  ^31,000 ; 
an  amount,  which  proves  that  this  trade  was  of  great  impor- 
tance, the  Court  requiring,  that  as  large  a  quantity  as  could 
be  procured,  both  of  black  and  white  pepper,  and  a  propor- 
tion of  ginger  and  sapan-wood,  should  form  the  home  invest- 
ment. Still  doubtful  of  the  intentions  of  the  French  ships^ 
the  Court  ordered  their  own  to  keep  in  company,  for  defence 

2  L  2  against 

(1) — Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George^  7th  Decern* 
ber  1669,  and  l6th  February  1669-70. 

(2) — Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Chiefs  and  Factors  at  Masulipatam  and  Hughlj^ 
7th  December  l66gi 
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CHAP.  II.  On  the  reference  which  the  C!ourt  had  made^  for  iftforinR'r 

1669- 70*  tion  on  the  practicability  of  a  trade  to  Japap  and  Ma|i|llf^  Hf/^ 

President  stated,  that  himself  and  Council  wer^  a$  j^  unal^ 
to  collect  facts ;  but  that  an  experiment  was  ipakiog^  by 
Cojah  Meenas^  who  had  sent  a  vessel,  partly  with  ^urop^ 
produce,  to  attempt  a  trade  at  Manilla,  the  result  of  which 
adventure  should  be  subsequently  communicated. 

The  commercial  situation  of  Sueat,  at  this  juncture, 
was  affected  by  an  unexpected  event : — the  Mogul  had  banished 
the  Shrofi^  and  Banians,  on  account  of  some  religious  dispute ; 
this  materially  injured  the  Company's  trade  at  that  city^ 
because  those  Shroffs  were  calling  in  the  money,  which  it 
was  their  practice,  on  such  occasions,  to  conceal  and  bury, 
tiU  better  times  should  enable  them  to  employ  it ;  and  because 
they  were  the  persons  who  took  off  the  Company's  Europe 
exports,  in  large  quantities,  and  advanced  money  to  them  on 
interest,  when  the  stock  from  Europe  was  not  equaji  to  the 
provision  of  the  investment  for  the  expected  shipping :  the 
Council  therefore  suggested,  that  should  these  unfavorable 
proceedings  of  the  Government  continue,  it  might  be  for  con- 
sideration of  the  Courts  whether  the  Presidency  should  be 
removed  from  Surat  to  Bombay,  to  which  Island  produce  and 
manufactures  might  be  brought  from  Carwar,  Billiapatam, 
&c.,  of  quality  better  suited  to  the  Company's  demands  and 
circuitous  exchanges,  than  to  Surat ;  but  that  such  change  of 
commercial  dealings  must  be  gradual,    and  acted  on  with 

much 
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much  cantion,  lest  the  alarm  it  would  occasion  to  the  Mogul   chap.  ir. 
GoTemment,   might  produce  measures,    unfavorable  to  the  1669-70. 
existing  commercial  rights  of  the  Company,  in  that  quarter 
of  their  limits. 

With  these  explanations,  the  Fl'esidency  proceeded  to 
state  the  kinds  of  Europe  goods  which  they  expected  would 
find  a  sale  in  the  Surat  market  in  the  ensuing  season,  viz. 
broad-cloths  of  close  texture,  chiefly  red  and  green ;  as 
large  a  proportion  of  copper  as  could  be  procured;  tin, 
in  small  pigs,  but  not  in  blocks ;  lead  and  allum,  in  con- 
siderable quantities ;  Tcrmillion  and  quicksilver,  a  small  pro- 
portion only,  as  the  market  did  not  answer ;  and  some 
elephants'  teeth  of  good  quality.^') 

The  circumstonces  which  have  been  alluded  to,  respect*  DiflScultj  of 
ing  the  restraints  improvidently  laid  on  the  Shn^  and  Banians,  dUn  produce, 
connected  with  the  alarm  whidi  socn  afterwards  took  place  at  prehetuioDof 

„  -  1      I        o  .  another     at- 

Surat,  of  an  attack  by  Sevagee,  were  explained  to  proceed  tack  bj  Seva- 
from  a  supposed  union  between  this  Chief  and  Sultan  Mauzim, 
the  Emperor's  son,  who  commtuided  the  Mogul  army,  intended 
to  act  against  him ; — on  this  occasion  the  Dutch  and  French, 
as  well  as  .the  English  Factories,  were  put  in  a  state  of  defence. 
It  was  to  this  alarm  that  Mr.  Aungier  refers  the  uncertainty 
under  which  he  and  his  Council  were  placed,  b(rth  in  making 
VOL.  II.  2  M  the 


(1)— Letten  Irom  (he  PreudetKrr  of  Snnt  to  the  Conrtj  36tb  November  and  33d 
December  1609. 
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CHAP.  11.  means  which  could  preserve  this  right  to  the  Company,  or 

1669-70,  acquire  for  them  a  proportion  of  the  trade/*^ 

Report  of  The  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay,  durin^r  the  season 

the  Deputy  ^     "^                                                     ^           — o 

Gkwernorof  1669-70,  reported  to  the  Court,  that  the  fortifications  were 

Bombay  on 

the  fltatie  of  improved,  that  the  garrison  required  a  supply  of  recruits,   and 


accommodation  for  the  soldiers  and  the  families  of  settlers, 
who  had  arrived  in  the  ships  from  Europe ; — that  application 
had  been  made  by  the  Siddee  of  Rajahpore  (which  he  describ- 
ed to  be  an  impregnable  fortress,  unless  attacked  by  sea)  for 
an  asylum  at  Bcmibay,  in  casfe  he  should  be  obliged  to  abandon 
it  to  Sevagee : — ^this  application  occastcmed  considerable  em- 
barrassment, as,  on  the  one  hand,  it  might  offend  Sevagee, 
and,  on  the  other,  the  Mogul,  to  whom  the  Siddee  c^  Rigah- 
pore  owed  allegiance ;  the  Deputy  GoverncMr,  therefore,  sub- 
mitted, that  as  Rajahpore  had  formerly  been  deemed  an  object 
of  importance  to  the  Company,  because,  with  a  small  Euro- 
pean garrison,  it  could  hold  out  against  any  attack^  eithtf 
of  Sevagee  or  the  Mogul,  it  might  be  prudent,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  to  get  possession  of  it,  as  it  would  place 
the  Company's  trade  and  shipping  in  a  better  situation  than 
they  were  at  Bombay,  or  even  at  Surat/^> 

Mr. 

(1)— Lettenfirom  the  Ageat  at  Gombroon  to  the  Court,  FebFuaiy  l66o*70^  and  %Mk 
June  1670. 

(2) — Letters  £rom  Bombay  to  the  Presidency  of  Sorat^  4th  August^  6th  and  I6th 
October^  and  2d  November  1660.  (Sunt  LetterwBook>  vol.lviii.^  pages  123^  146^  151^ 
1S3.) 
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President  AuDgier,  oa  his  arrival  at  Bomha.^,  after  in-    pH^P-Jj- 
VBstigating  the  accusations  against  Captain  Young,  pabli^ed  X669-7Q. 
the  Company's  regulations  for  the  ciril   and  military  adminis- 
tration of  the  Island,  and  formed  two  Courts  of  Judicature  ; 
the  inferior  court  to  consist  of  a  Company's   civil   officer, 
assisted  by  native  officers,  who  were  to  take  cognizance  of  aU 
disputes  undor  the  amount  of  two  hundred  xeraphins ;  and  the 
superior  court,  to  consist  of  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, to  whom  appeals  were  competent  from  the  inferior  court, 
to  take  cognizance  of  all  civil  and  criminal  cases  whatever  ;  and 
their  decisions  were  to  be  final,  and  without  appeal,  except  in 
casK  of  the  greatest  necessity : — these  courts  were  to  meet  r^u- 
larly  once  a  week : — he  next  reduced  tlK  military  estabUshment 
from  two  to  one  company,  but  made  provision  for  the  super- 
numeraries, till  this  sinall  establishment  should   be  brought 
into  fcvm: — ^he  appointed  a  supervisor  of   the  fortifications, 
and  an  accountant  to  keep  regular  books  of  the  expenditure  : 
— the  exemption  from  taxes  for  five  years,  recopunended  by 
the  Court,   to  encourage  the  merchants  and  manufacturers. 
Governor  Aungier,     without    receding    from  the  principle, 
modified,  by  continuing  the  cAd  customs  on  the  produce  of  the 
Island,  or  cocoa-nuts,  and  coir  used  as  cordage,  and  on  wine, 
arrack,  opium,  and  tobacco;    but  he  exempted  bullion,  and 
the  goods  specified,  in  the  Court's  order,  from  all  customs';  and; 

to 

take  charge  of  the  Company's  affiun  at  Sunt,  daring  the  abKDce  of  the  PrCMdeot  at 
SoDba/t  11th  Januair  166970. 
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^HAPji.   to  cover  the  loss  of  revenue^  imposed  a  port*-dut]r  of  one  per 
1669-7^-  cent      The  result  of  this  survey  was,  that  the  amount  of 

the  revenues  from  the  lands  had  been  over-rated,  by  the  hu^ 
proportion  of  them  daimed  and  retained  by  the  Jesuits ;  but 
the  amount  of  the  lesser  inland  customs  had  been  under-rated, 
because,  when  put  up  to  sale,  they  had  produced  ^200  more 
in  this,  than  in  the  preceding  year : — ^with  r^ard  to  ihe  pro- 
jected town,  the  expences  incurred  in  erecting  the  fort  had 
rendered  it  a  subject  for  future  consideration  ;  and  as  the  claims 
for  rights  to  lands  near  the  town,  had  been  numerous,  he  had 
removed  the  fishermen  to  some  distance,  and  intended  to  build 
houses  on  the  ground  where  their  huts  stood ;  but  it  would 
require  time  to  adjust  the  foundations  of  the  rights  to  lands, 
before  houses  for  the  settlers  and  merchants  could  be  erected. 
Mf-Grayap-  Having,    by  these  regulaticms,    formed  a  plan  for  the 

nor^ofBom^  administration    of   Bombay,     President    Aungier    appointed 
^^  Mr.  Matthew  Gray,     lately  returned  from  Acbead,    to  be 

Deputy  Grovemor,  with  three  Members  of  CSoundl :-— Mr. 
Gray  and  the  three  military  officers  were  to  constitute  a  court 
for  administering  martial  law.  Mr.  Aungier  returned  to  Surat 
on  the  11th  March  1669-70,  which  he  found  in  great  alarm, 
from  a  threatened  invasion  by  Sevagee.<*> 
Fort  St.  The  transactions  at  Fort  St.  George,  durmg  the  season 

George  be- 
sieged by  the  li669-70,  were  few,  and  limited  in  their  objects.  The  experiment 

Naigj  but  • 

made, 

(l)-*-Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  80th  March  1670. 
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made,  nnd^  the  instructions  of  the  Court,  to  open  a  commu-    chap:  ir. 
nlcation  between  Madras  and  Acheen,  in  consequence  of  the  1669-70. 
invitation  of  the  Queen,  had  been  tried,  but  the  project  had  on    appiical 
been  reunquishefl,  because  an  annual  cai^  of   pepper  for  a  Nabob. 
ship  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  could  not  be  procured  at 
this  port,  and  because  Coast  goods,  suited  to  that  market,  could 
not  be  sold  but  at  a  loss ; — ^for  similar  reasons,  the  project  of  a 
Factory  and  trade  at  Quedah  had  been  abandoned. 

The  Fort,  during  this  season,  had  been  besi^;ed,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  refusal  of  a  present  to  the  Naig  commanding 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  but,  on  an  implication  to  the  Nabob, 
this  Chirf  had  been  ordered  to  withdraw  his  troops. 

From  the  number  of  the  shippuur  which  had  arrived,  both  ^^'^^  of  trade 

^^•^  atMadnu; 

in  the  last  and  present  season,  the  stock,  amounting  to 
^150,000,  had  been  invested  in  Coast  goods  at  Madras  and 
subordinate  Factories,  and  the  ship  intended  for  Bantam  and 
Jambee,  dispatched  with  the  requisite  funds,  and  Coast  goods, 
for  those  markets.0) 

The  stock  which  the  Agent  and  Council  in  Benoax  bad  —  <°  Bengal} 
reouved,  bad  enabled  them  to  provide  a  full  proportion  of 
s^tpetre,  tal^es,  &c.,  for  filling  up  the.Coastand  Europe  in-, 
vestments ;  and  though  considerable  purchases  of  these  articles 
bad  been  efiEected  at  Patna  and  Cossimbuzar,  it  was  necessary. 

VOL.  n.  2  N  to 

(1)— Iiettcn  from  the  Agent  and  CouncU  at  Fort  St  Geonp  to  the  Preiidency  of 
Sural,  17th  October  1669.  (Surat  Letter-Boot  toI.  Ivui,  page  182)  j  24th  Jannary 
16^-70,  and  gth-Jnljr  l6;o  (Sorjt  Letter-Btxdi,  vol.  Ix,  pagn  48—101). 
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^^^^^*  to  continue  the  seat  of  trade  at  Hughly,  which  was  lietter 
1669 -70f  situated  for  the  speedy  dispatch  of  the  Company^s  shipping/^) 
and  at  Ban-  The  circumstahces  of  BANXABi  yaried   with  the  publio 

events  in  this  year :— during  the  war^  the  Dutch  had  engrossed 
the  pepper  trade,  not  only  at  Bantam,  but  on  the  West  Coast 
of  Sumatra,  and  had  also,  by  the  w^  at  Maccassar,  prevented 
imports  between  that  place  and  Macao  and  Manilla ;  hence, 
aflter  the  exchanges  for  Europe,  Surat,  and  Coromandel 
goods  had  been  checked,  the  decline  of  trade  at  Bantam 
became  inevitable. 

When  accounts  reached  Bantam  of  the  peace  widi  the 
Dutch,  and  of  the  increased  stock  intended  for  that  Agency ,  the 
trade  again  had  revived,  and  measures  had  been  adapted  for 
fulfilling  the  generd  agreement  of  the  Company  with  the  King 
of  Bantam,  to  take  off  the  whole  of  the  pqpper  which  his  domi* 
nlons  yielded ;  but  the  stock  which  had  been  received  mA  being 
sufficient,  the  Agent  had  been  obliged  to  take  i^p  n^mey  ai 
interest*,  to  purchase  this  pepper,  otherwise  it  must  have  been 
sold  to  the  Dutch: — ^this  credit  was  indispensable,  to  coun- 
teract  an  opinion,  which  would  have  injured  the  Company's 
trade,  or  Aat  the  plan  of  again  enlarging  the  track  tiras  aban- 
doned ;  the  Agent,  therefore,  deisired  the  Ihpeddeoecj  of  Surat 
to  send  him  a  fall  stock,  to  uphold  the  Company's  credit  in 

the 

(1)— Cttneral  Lett^  from  Um  Agent  and  Ficton  at  Ballasore  to  the  Court,  Slit 
Decenber  l€6g. 
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the  market,  and  to  enable  him  to  encrease  the  qiiantity  of  pep-    <RAP.  ii« 
per  required  for  Europe/*>  t66§^f0. 

The  Dutch  continued  the  war  against  the  Native^owers  ^ 
and  had  subjugated  the  King  of  M accassar^  and  rendered  him^ 
as  far  as  affected  trade,  their  vassal ; — they  had  made  lai^ 
demands  on  the  Kingof  Jambee,  and  threatened  him  ^Jso  with 
subjugation,  at  a  time  when  he  was  at  war.  wiHi  the  King  of 
Joh(»« ; — they  were  negotiating  with  the  Matteram,  or  Empe- 
Tor  of  Java,  and,  in  fact,  woidd  acquire  the  mdnopoly  of  the 
whole  South  Sea  trade^  unless  a  large  stock  was  r^nitted  to 
the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  to  bear  up  against  these 
competitors,  who  had  the  advantage  of  a  Double  Stock,  one 
part  of  which  they  employed  in  the  investment  of  the  present, 
and  the  other  in  that  of  the  subsequent  year;  and,  indeed, 
without  such  a  stock,  it  would  be  unpracticable  to  pres^e, 
even  the  proportion  of  the  pepper  trade  whidi  the  Company 
held,  more  particularly  when  it  shoildd  be  known  to  the  Court, 
that  the  Dutch,  in  this  season  (1669-]^,  eiqiected  no  less 
than  fifty-two  ships  from  'Burope.<^ 

2  N  2 

(l) — ^Letter  from  the  Agent  andCooiicil  at  Bantam  to  the  Prettdenc)r  of  Surat,  30th 
May  l66g.    (Surat  Letter-Book,  vol.  lviii>  page  133). 

(2)-* Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam  to  the  Prefiidency  of  Sarat,  8th 
September  lG6g.    (Sorat  Letter-Book,  yqU  1%^  page  36). 
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of  the  Frendi  Company^  as  tjiis  might  become  the  scrarce  of  <^hap,  IL 
disputes^  might  give  them  an  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  16/0  -J^*^ 
^th  the  Company's  commercial  interests^  and  enable  them 
to  devise  expedients^  to  counteract  the  resolutions  of  the 
Court,  and  the  measures  of  their  servants  abroad^  for  en- 
larging the  trade. 

The  Court  farther  directed  the  Presidency  of  Surat 
to  avoid  shewing  partiality  to  any  of  the  Country  Powers, 
because  <his  would  necessarily^  expose  them^  to  oppressions 
from  the  prevailing  party^  :• — at  the  same  time,  they  were  to* 
take  every  measure  which  tiiiey  could  devise,  for  conciliating* 
the  favor  of  Sevagee,  who,  at  this  time,  was  understood- 
to  be  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army^ 

As  an  additional  general  instruction,  the  Court  ordered 
tibtat  their  Presidencies  and  Agencies  should, in  future,  observe 
Ihe  following  plan,  in  their  correspondence  with  the  Court,  w%. 
to .  treat  separately  of  their  commercial  or  other  interests,  and, 
kk  like  manner,  of  those  of  each  F^EU^tory  or  Station,  but  not 
(as  had  been  the  practice)  to  blend  the  whole  of  these  subjects 
together,  in  one  general  description ;  farther,  that  General 
ZfetterSy  only,  would  be  received  as  authentic  information, 
from  tiieir  principal  Settlement,  and  prohibited  individuals, 
m  future,  to  write  to  the  Court,  which  tended  only  to  excite 
jealousies  and  disputes  among  their  servants/^) 

The 

(1)— 'Letter  from  tbe  Court  to  the  FresUcnt  and  Council  of  Sorat^  22d  February 
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chap.il  Xhe  Court  confirmed  Mr.  AuDgier  in  the  rask  6f  Presi- 

1670-71*  dent  of  Surat,  and  instructed  him  to  relinquish  the  project  of  a 
gier's  provisi-  trade  between  Surat,  Acheen,  and  Quedah^  as  they  intended 
mentt^^F^e-  to  give  directions  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St  Geoi^y 
firmed.         to  ttj  whftt  could  be  douc  af  those  ports^  by  sending  small 

country  vessels  from  the  Coromandel  Coasts  to  purchase  and 

collect  such  produce  as  they  could  fumish^<'> 
Eqaipmenu  Fivc  shlps  Were  this  season  consigned  to  Surat  and  its 

and  stock  for  ^  ^ 

Surat.  dependencies,   amounting  to  about  two  thousand  tons:—- the 

cargoes  were  estimated,  in  goods  and  money,  at  ^100,000: 
• — ^the  goods  consisted  chiefly  of  broad-cloths,  (to  be  disposed 
of  at  such  prices,  above  prime  cost,  as  they  would  bring,)  and 
of  a  large  proportion  of  copper,  lead,  corals,  and  fore%n 
silver  coin,  and  one  valuable  chest  of  gold  ducats  : — ^the 
inv^tment  expected  in  return,  was  to  consist  of  di^rent 
kinds  of  Surat  cloths,  indigo,  and  sudi  proportion  of  goods 
ad  might  be  obtuded  frokn  the  Gulfis  of  Persia  and  Arabia.<^ 


Begaiations  The  Court  ncxt  took  into  consideration  the  i 

the  Govern-    which  they  hiA  received  of  the  state  of  their  afiairs  in  the 

BaentofBom- 

bay,  for  en-  IsLANB    OF   BoMBAY,   and  expressed  their  approbation   6f 

creasing    the 

garrison,  and  the  couduct  of  President  Aungier,  of  the  Deputy  Grovemor 

erecting  a  •  •      •       i         -  h 

mint.  and  Coimcil  of  that  Island,   and  desired,   that  the  plan  or 

government,  and  civil  and  military  administration,  which  they 

bad 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  1 1th  August  1670. 
(2)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Trendeni  and  Council  of  Surat,  1  ith  August 
1670,  and  22d  February  1670-71. 


J 
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bad  establuhed^  should  be  followed  up^  as  much  as  circum-  chap.  ii. 
stances  would  allow }  explaimng,  that  care  should  be  taken^  1670-71- 
that  Trial  by  Jury  should  be  introduced  into  the  Courts  of 
Justice^  agreeably  to  English  law^  but  declined  engaging  a 
Judge^  versed  in  the  civil  law^  being  apprehensive  that  such  a 
person  might  be  disposed  to  pfomote  litigation^  and  probably 
might  not  obey  the  orders  which  the  President  and  Ck)uncil 
might  find  it  for  the  interest  of  the  Company  to  give 
him ;  it  hady  therefore,  been  resolved  to  send  some  persons, 
who  had  received  education  in  the  law,  as  civil  servants, 
without  making  the  practice  of  the  law  their  only  object, 
and  if  they  deserved  well,  ihey  might  be  appealed  to,  as 
assistants  in  the  Courts  of  Justice. 

^  For  the  better  defence  of  the  Island,  Captain  Shaxton 
bad  been  ordered  to  embark  with  a  company  of  soldiers, 
which  would  make  the  establishment  consist  of  two  com- 
panics : — ftom  Captain  Shaxton's  good  character,  he  was 
also  appointed  to  be  a  Factor,  that  he  might  combine  his 
military  with  his  civil  duties ;  and  if  his  quatificatipns  should, 
on  trial,  i;ecommend  him  as  a  fit  person,  he  might,  afterwards 
hold  the  office  of  Deputy  Governor.  The  Court  farther 
recommended,  that  a  mint  should  be  established  at  Bombay, 
for  coining  gold  and  silver  money,  and,  subsequently,  small 
copper  money ;  but  the  impression  on  such  coins  must  not  bear 
any  resemblance  to  the  King's  coin,  and  be  such  only  as 
would  render  them  current  at  the  places  where  the  Company 

traded ; 
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'tions  wbich  ndglit  he  given  to  the  transit  of  goods  to  the  Fort    ^^aval 
wo«ild  cut  off  the  souit^es  of  mvestments^   and  because  the  1670-71. 
expeace  of  anned  vessels,  stationed  in  the  Indian  Seas,  would 
^scceed  any  influence  which  might   arise  from   ado|)ting   a 
gdieme,  that  would  reaader  ineflectual  the  grants  which  had 
hitherto  been  obtained  by  bribes,  or  mercantile  submission. 

Hie  equipments  intended  for  Fort  St.  Grem^,  this  season,  Bquipm«ite 
•were  .fi^  shqps,  amounting  to  about  seventeen  hundred  tons ;  ^^^^ 
^'-^^^OM'  cf  them  was  to  be  dispatched  with  a  stodc  to  Jambee 
^tke  trade  with  Acheen  being  relinquished},  three  were  to 
j^i^oceed  to  Bengal,  and  one  direct  frpm  the  Coast  to  England : 
^i^H^dit  $toc^  4m:  these  fbips  was  estanated  ^t  about  ^£155,000, 
coodstingi  chEie%  of  gold  and  silvw,  (without  any  aidditional 
49rders  resj^eetiHg  coinage),  and  of  broad-cloths,  lead^  &a 
These  vessels  were  to  be  dispatched  to  thdr  de^inadon,  as 
^ooh  as  tbcy  mii^t  arrive.  <!> 

Tins  stecjk^  besides  being  intended  to  procuns  a  grvat 
ii^esfltment^  was  ^ept :  to.  Qoui^teract  the  large  imports  of  the 
cButch^  and  the  partial  ^saortmeot;  Of  the  French,  Danes, 
and  Portuguese^  in  the  Europe  mark«t,  thAt  the  balance 
(^  trade  might  be  in  favw  of  the  En^liab  Company.  In 
the  purchase  of  this  investoient,  the  sale  of  the  British 
exports  vvas  to  be  pushed  as  ^  as  practicable,  even  with  a 
nk>derate  profit,  the  amount  of  which,  with  the  lai^  propor* 

VOL.  !!•  2  0  tion 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  tp  dm  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  Geoife^  39th 
Noteonber  1070,  and  22(1  Febraarjr  1670^1. 
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the  Court  were  resolved  again  to  attempt  it,  and  intended  to  chap.  ii. 
dispatch  the  Advance  frigate,  in  a  subsequent  period  of  the  1670-71- 
season,  on  this  service ;  this  vessel  sailed  in  December 
following,  with  orders,  if  she  should  be  too  late  in  arriving  at 
Japan,  that  the  Factors,  and  a  person  versed  in  the  Malay  lan- 
guage, should  proceed  to  Formosa,  or  Cambodia,  and  there 
attempt  to  fix  stations ;  the  goods  sent  were  estimated  at 
a65,300,  and  varied  in  qu^ity  from  those  which  had  hitherto 
been  selected,  either  for  India,  or  for  the  Islands,  and  included 
a  stock  of  about  ^2,000  in  silver,  with  a  small  proportion  of 
broad-cloth,  and  lead,  but  consisted  chiefly  of  cases  of  look- 
ing-glasses, wax  figures,  hardware,  &c.,  suited  to  a  trafllc 
with  a  people,  who  were  to  give  their  produce  by  barter,  for 
novelties,  rather  than  for  value.<'> 

At  the  close  of  this  season,  four  more  vessels  were  dis-  AdditionBi 
patched  to  Bantam,   with  a  stock  of  about  ^26,000,   and  and  itock  for 

.  BaaUai, 

assurances  given,  that  large  equipments  and  stock  would  be 
sent  in  the  subsequent  season,  for  which  cargoes  of  pepper, 
&c.,  were  required  to  be  provided.  As  the  Court  had  re- 
ceived information  of  the  "  disorderly  character  of  the  people 
"  at  Cambodia,"  it  was  recommended,  if  such  information 
should  be  justified  by  facts,  rather  to  attempt  the  establishment 
of  a  trade  at  Tonquin.  <^J 

2  O  2  The 

(1)— Letten  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Banlam,  4th  October  and 
24th  December  1670. 

(2) — Letter*  from  the  Court  to  ihe  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  ISth  Jsnuarp 
I670-?I,  and  7th  April  1671. 
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of  distant  Daticms^  by  the  amount  of  the  sums  paid  to  conci-  chap.  ir. 
liate  their  favour: — ^though  the  markets  of  Surat  had  been  I67O-7I. 
favourable  for  the  sales  of  the  Company^s  cloths  and  Europe 
produce^  this  sale  had  arisen  from  the  contingency  of  the 
French  and  Dutdh  ships  not  having  arrived,  to  produce  a 
competition :-— &e  subordinate  Factory  of  Billiapatam  had  been 
productive;  but  the  French  had  established  Factories  at 
Durmapatain,  i»  its  neighbourhood^  at  Rajahpore,  and  at 
Mergee,  near  Carwar. 

In  this  situation  of  the  CfMnpany^s  cooinmercial  interests 
at  Surat,  Sevi^ee  entered  the  city,  on  the  3d  October  I67O, 
and  piHaged  it  of  immense  treasure.  Mr.  Master,  one  of 
tiie  Council,  was  sent  widi  a  party  oi  seamen  from  Swally, 
to  defend  die  Company  V  house  at  Surat : — the  French  and 
Xhitch  Factories  atiso^  stood  on  their  defence ;  the  former, 
however^  compbimded  with  Sevagee^  and  furnished  his  troc^ 
with  the^  meani^  of  carrying  the  Persian  Fiactory,  though  de- 
fended by  a  Tartar  Prince  (styled  the  King  <^  Cascar)  who 
had  returned,  by  the  way  of  Surat,  from  a  pfljgrimage  to 
JM[ecca.  The^  I^tch,  from  iheir  supposed  force,  remained 
unattacked : — the  English  Factory  made  repeated  ^ud  suc- 
cessful resistance,  which  produced/ coi^er^tices  with  Sevagee^ 
in  which  he  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  Agent  to  return 
and  trade  at  Bajahpore.  Though  the  Compaaay's^  house  held 
out,  some  men  and  goods  in  their  detached  warehcmses 
were  lost;    but  the  most   valuable    part    c^  their  property 

had 
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^!1^L3'    bad  been  sent  to  Swally^  or  put  on  board  the  ships^  on  the 
1670-71»  first  report  of  Sevagee^s  approach. 
Trade  preca-  This  event  haying  rendered  the  trade  at  Surat  precarious, 

rious  from 

this  event,      the  President  and  Council  inferred,  that  many  of  the  mer- 

and  from  the  " 

attempts  of     chants  and  Banians  would  resort  to  Bombay,  as  soon  as  they 

the  French  (o  . 

establish  a     should  be  satisfied  that  the  fortifications  and  sc^rrison  were 

Factory.  ® 

sufficiently  strong  to  protect  them  and  their  property,  and 
therefore  recommended  this  object  to  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  Court.  (*> 

As  the  season  advanced  apprehensions  were  felt  of  another 
attack  by  Sevagee's  army,  which  obliged  President  Aungier 
again  to  postpone  his  visit  to  Bombay,  because  the  Governor 
of  Surat  had  intimated  to  him  his  jealousy  of  the  intention 
of  the  English  to  draw  the  trade  to  Bombay,  and  because 
the  French,  at  this  time,  were  projecting  the  establishment  of 
a  Factory  at  Surat,  at  which  three  ships  of  that  nation  had 
arrived,  with  a  pretended  stock  of  ^50,000,  and  also,  be- 
cause the  Dutch  might  take  this  opportunity  to  monopolize 
the  Surat  trade. 
state  of  trade  The  Factories  dependant  on  Surat  were,  in  this  season, 

at  the  subor-  ^  '  ^ 

f^f lo^So.     ^  in^pr9ving   circumstances,    particularly   Carwar  and   Ca- 
w^-  nanore.     The  Chief,  or  Prince  of  Billiapatam,  had  offered  to 

the  President  his  friendship  and  the  trade  of  his  country  j  this 
subject  was,  therefore,  referred  to  the  Court,  as  well  as  the 

expediency 

(1)-— Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  20th  November  I670,  and 
PoitKript,  of  the  15th  December  following.—  Letter  of  igth  December  1670. 
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9^^^'^j'  was  stipulated^  that  the  Compaiiy  should  pay  annually,  in  lieii 
1670-71*  of  all  duties,  4,000  rials  per  annum,  and  that  their  ships,  ves- 
sels, and  junks,  should  have,  without  any  duties  imposed  on 
them,  a  free  export  and  import  trade,  reserving  only  to  the 
King  the  established  duties  on  pepper  j  and  that  opium  should 
have  a  free  import,  but  be  sold  at  the  custom^^house  only,  and 
not  in  the  towns,  or  at  any  other  place,  under  the  penal^  <£ 
being  forfeited :  provided  that  all  military  stores,  implied  by 
the  English,  should  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  King  exdu^ 
8ively/*> 

(1)— Copy  of  AgTcenaetit  between  Agent  Dacres  and  the  Sultan  of  BanUm^  ^h 
March  l^\.     (Yd.  xxvii^  No.  25^5). 


SAaif'lttiiiA  tikiliiii  cOJ 


16tl.t2. 


ItHi   taeasiires  bt    tli^  tWrectors  fdi*  their  irad^,     in   crfA^.if. 

tte    Beasoii    ifiJ^t-j^S,    werfe  Sffefcted  by  the  jii^partttions  0^671 -fiir 

IWitcej  iibllahd,  ^il  Siigland,  Si^hich  tlireatfened  A  Waf  id  of  lUe  Court 
^  I  i       i    ■  '       ■  *"  Surat;  oa 

Europe  : — ^tnes^  kbpeardhdei)  flede6iikmy  obllired  thie  Ciiurt  td  the  pt^obdbiii. 

i  J     ,      •  *  tyofawdrlri 

Vary   their  et|tiipmerits  aiid  stotkj    &ji  the^  ir6^  Ubabld    td  Europe,  mi 

,  .  ,  ,     -  ,    ,       bquipiuenu 

Conjecture,  either  what  lA'efe  thfe  bbj^df^  bf  thd  <rar,  or  bf  the  snd  itock  lu 

..,,..,  I'll     "'*^i  *"  "■' 

iliaritinie  allknceS  bjr  dtfpdditioil;^  by  which  their  trade  misht  06  p«tatiori   of 

tiffeeted. 

At  the  bp&nihg  of  tlie  s^asoiij  It  Wa&  intlA^ted  io  tlie  Pre- 
Isidehcy  of  Surat,  that  the  Coiirt  h&d  re&olved  tb  extend  tiieti* 
trade,  by  trying  excbange^  between  jfndia  arid  the  dbubtne^ 
bbrderirig  &n  the  Chida  Seas  j  aild  #ith  thk  Viert^,  thejr 
ha^  taken  up  sixteeh  hdndred  tonS  bf  shipping,  exclusive  of 
two  vesisets,  which  ^^t&  to  prbceed,  first  to  Surat,  dnd  theri 
to  ibantam,  to  make  an  experiment  of  trade  With  Tonquin, 
t^iormbsa,  and  Japan  : — the  vessel  intended  for  Japati  was  to 
be  iunustied  with  a  stock,  estimated  at  ^14,000,  add  to  take 
in  a  part  of"  her  ^sbrtment  at  Surat,  for  the  place  bf  iief 
iJfimate  destinationt 

At^r  the  events  in  Europe  assumed  tliat  aspect,  wbicll 
linprcssed    the    Court    with     the    opinion,    that    war   was 

probablcf 
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WIAP^.   probable,  they  limited  tbe  equipments  to  Sorat  to  fimr  ships, 
I67O-7I.  wit"h  a  stock,  in  goods  (chiefly  clotbs)  and  bnllioD,  estimated 
at  ^85,000,  and  pos^ned  the  plan  of  dispatching  a    shi^ 
from  England,  direct  to  Bantam,  and  thence  to  the  China 
Seas,   till  the  relations  of  the  European  nations  should  be 
positively  ascertained,  or  the  war  become  certain,  for  it  would 
not  have  been  prudent  to  detach  a  vessel,  with  a  valuabte 
stock,   irom  the  Surat  trade,  on  a  speculation  hable  to  so 
many  hazards.     On  reviewing,   also,  the  information  from 
Surat,  of  the  relative  circumstances  of  the  Mogul  and  of 
Sevagee,    it  was  resolved,    as   the  most  effectual  means   of 
conciliating   this  Chief,    to  resettle  the  Factory   at  Rajah- 
pore.t'> 
Conrfir^u-  The  Court,  on  examinine  the  report  on   the  plans  for 

B«Bbay.  rendmng  the  Island  of  Bombay  sufficiently  strong  to 
resist  any  enemy,  approved  of  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Gyffi)rd  to  be  Deputy  Governor,  and  of  Captun  Herman 
Bake  to  be  Engineer  and  Surveyor  General,  and  instruct- 
ed the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  examine  and 
^prove  of  all  plans,  before  they  should  be  carried  into 
execution : — and  to  strengthen  the  garrison,  one  hundred  and 
fifity  soldiers  had  been  embarked,  and  a  proportion  would 
annually  be  engaged.     As  it  had  been  found  difficult  to  arrange 

the 


(0— Letlen  from  the  Court  to  the  Preiident  and  Council  at  Sunt,  23d  June  IGJI, 
and  lAth March  l€;i-73. 
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the  duties  and  customs  exacted  at  Tannah  and  Caraujali^  with    CHAP.jiL 
the  Crown  of  Portugal^  it  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Pre-  1671  -7^<^ 
sident  and  Coundl  of  Surat^  to  adjust  this  basiness^  if  pos- 
sible^ by  ofiering  concessions^  on  the  part  of  the  Company^ 
and  requiring  reciprocal  concessions  from  the  Viceroy  of  Groa. 

The  Compan/s  four  regular  ships  were  to  be  dispatched 
as  a  fleets  with  orders  not  to  touch  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^ 
BSkd  to  be  on  dieir  guards  on  approaching  St.  Helena^  to  pre- 
vent any  risk  of  capture/^) 

From  the  distracted  state  of  the  government  of  Persia^ 
at  this  juncture,  and  from  the  probability  of  a  war  with  the 
Dutch,  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  were  instructed 
to  limit  the  trade  between  Surat  and  that  country,  to  ap- 
pearances only,  that  the  Company's  rights  of  trade,  which 
had  formerly  been  granted  to  them,  and  their  moiety  of 
the  Customs  at  Grombroon,  might  be  preserved;  but  not 
to  engage  in  any  commercial  speculation^  or  expect  profit 
from  this  trade/^) 

The  Court,  on  reviewing  the  information  on  the  state  of  Directions 
their  affairs  at  Fort  St.  Geobge,    and  particularly  of  the  ing  the  gar- 

rison  at  Fort 

rtrength  of  the  garrison,  authorised  the  Agent  and  Council  to  St.  George. 

engage 

(1) Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Surat,  I5th  March 

1671^72.-—  Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Deputj  Croremor  at  Bombay,  15th  March 

16717^- 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Factors  at  Gombroon,  23d  June  1^1^ 

and  15th  March  1671-7^ 
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The  instructions  for  the  subordinate  Factory  at  Masulipa-    ^,^f^_^- 
TAM  required,  that  this  trade  should  be  extended,  and  that  16/ 1-72- 
one-half  of  the  goods  sold  at  this  station  should  be  English 
woollens ;  but,  in  providing  accommodation  for  the  Factors, 
on  this  encreased  scale  of  trade,  the  sum,  to  be  annually  exr 
pended  in  buildings,  should  not  exceed  six  hundred  pagodas/'^ 

The  separate  instructions  to  the  Factory  at  Hughlt 
ordered  that  ^5,000  should  be  annually  invested  in  silk,  for 
the  Japan  trade ;  but  the  principal  assortment  should  be  of 
ta&ties  and  Bengal  muslins,  for  the  home  sales/^ 

The  Court,  on  taking  into  consideration  the  report  which  Eqaipmciiu 
they  had  received  from  Bantam,  during  the  season  1671-72,  Bantam,  and 

.  instructions 

decided  that  this  port  should  become  the  centre  of  trade  for  to  attempt 

trade  at 

the  exports  from  Europe,  from  Surat,  and  from  the  Coast ;  China,  Ton- 

quin.Tywan, 

and,  as  such,  enable  the  Company  to  prosecute  schemes  of  a  ''"d  Japui. 
circuitous  trade  to  Tonquin,  Formosa,  and  Japan,  the  equip- 
ments and  stock  were  therefore  formed  on  a  more  enlarged 
scale,  and,  for  the  first  time,  we  discover  the  intentions  of 
the  Court  to  open  an  indirect,  if  it  shotdd  not  be  practicable 
to  establish  a  direct  trade  to  China.  Excluded  from  the  Spice 
Islands  by  the  Dutch,  and  rivalled  and  frequently  borne  down 
by  them,  in  the  pepper  trade  at  Java  and  Sumatra,  it  was  re- 
TOL.  II.  2  Q  solved 

(i)— Letter  irom  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Factors  at  Masulipalam,  December 
J  671. 

(3)— Letten  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Factors  at  Hughly,  2e(h  June  and  IStk 
December  1671, 
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Gularl^  to  explain,  that  tlje  cross  on  it  ^as  not  a  badge  of  their  *^^^*^3 
being  Catholics,  but  oaily  the  characteristic  mark  of  their  1671-72. 
nation  to  distinguish  Ei^lidi  ships,  and  ought  not  to  excite 
any  alarm  in  the  Japanese,  that  the  English  had  any  scheme 
for  detaching  them  from  their  estabUshed  belief: — should 
the  Agents  be  pennitted  to  erect  houses  of  trade,  aU  at<- 
tempts  to  fortify,  or  to  land  guas,  were  to  be  avoided ;  but, 
if  possible,  they  were  to  endeavour  to  evade  the  ancient 
requisition,  that  the  guns  of  the  ships  fJiould  be  landed,  and 
the  rudders  unhung,  dicing  the  time  of  their  being  in  a  Ja- 
panese port: — ^the  Company's  Agent^-were  always  to  wear 
dresses  of  English  cli)tb,  with  gold  and  silver  lace, 
tha4;  their . appearance  migfart  convey  to  the  Emperor,  and  to 
^  pffitfCrs,  impressions  of  their  rank.  Three  vessels  were 
dgi^^ned  for  this  commercial  speculation,  with .  cargoes  chiefly 
consisting  of  English  broad-cloths,  and  an  assortment  of 
glasses,  &c.  for  presents,  and  such  Indian  articles  as  would 
sell : — the  imports  expected  were  gold,  ^ver,  and  copper, 
and  cabinets  of  lacquered  work,  china  jars,  &c.;  and,  on  the 
return  of  the  ships,  they  were  to  toqch  at  Bantam,  the  Coast, 
afid  at  Surat,  for  goods  to  £11  up  their  tonnage,  that  they 
might  come  to  England  with  fiiU  cargoes.  O 

The  orders  to  the  Governor  of  St.  Helena  form  only  a  R^oiationi 
supplement  to  the  annual  directions,  vhs.  that  the  original  di-  udb. 
2  Q  3  visions 

(1)— Letter  fiomtbe  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  2l5t  September 
'671. 
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cution  in    India,    as  circumstances  might  render  obedience    9^*^'J^ 
practicable.  1671-72: 

The  events  at  Surat,  during  the  season  1671-72,  re- 
quired prudence  and  firmness  in  those  to  whom  the  Company's 
interests  were  entrusted,  who  were  obliged  to  accommodate 
th^r  conduct  to  circumstances,  a^jd  to  the  habits  or  preju- 
dices of  the  Natives  J — ^for  those  habits  could  neither  be 
opposed  by  European  opinions,  nor  resisted  by  notions  of 
national  dignity: — and  the  following  incident  is  a  memorable 
example  of  the  appUcation  of  local  knowledge,  and  temperate 
manners,  in  restoring  tranquillity,  and  preserving  the  English 
rights  at  Surat,  which  an  opposite  conduct  might  have  en- 
dangered or  overset. 

In  July  I67I,  some  Dutch  seamen,  who  had  been 
intoxicated,  insulted  the  attendants  of  Aga  Jaffier,  a  chief 
officer  in  Surat,  and  after  a  disorderly  conflict,  took  refuge 
in  the  English  Factory  : — the  Governor  of  Surat,  alarmed  at 
what  was  represented  to  him  to  be  a  combination  of  the  three 
Christian  Nations  (English,  French,  and  Dutch),  ordered  the 
Moors  to  discontinue  their  services  to  the  Europeans,  and 
to  put  them  to  death,  with  impunity,  if  found  with  anns  :  the 
Company's  servants,  on  this  occasion,  were,  therefore,  obliged 
to  keep  within  their  house,  and  business  was  at  a  stand. 
The  President,  who  was  at  Swally,  received  information  of 
this  circumstance  in  his  way  to  Surat,  and  returned  to  Swatly, 
where  he  was  met  by  the  Dutch  and  French  "  Directores,"  who 

had 
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or  Madagascar : — the  French,  with  thrar  usual  gascouade,  chap.  n. 
published,  that  another  fleet  might  be  expected  from  Europe  :  1671-72. 
— this  excited  an  immediate  alarm  in  the  Governor  of  Surat, 
from  a  jealousy  of  the  French  intentions  ;  but  the  commercial 
evil  to  the  English  trade  was,  that  the  French,  by  extravagant 
presents  and  imprudent  purchases,  lowered  the  price  of  the 
Europe  cargoes,  and  raised  that  of  Indian  produce : — this 
fluctuation  the  President  considered  to  be  rather  alarming  in 
appearance,  than  in  fact,  because  he  judged  that  this  variation 
in  prices  mu^,  in  a  short  time,  terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the 
French;  an  c^iinion  which  was  soon  justified  by  the  conduct 
of  the  Natives,  who  received  the  French  with  deference,  but 
had  no  confidence  in  a  trade,  which  they  held,  from  the  folly 
of  the  traders,  to  be  temporary  and  precarious 

The  French,  with  their  national  arrogance,  expected,  on 
this  occasion,  that  the  C(Knpajiy*s  ships  at  Swally  would  pay 
their  fleet  the  honors  of  the  flag,  because  they  bore  the  flag  of 
a  Sovereign,  and  not  that  of  a  commercial  Company ; — the 
President,  however,  with  becoming  spirit,  resisted  this  pre- 
tension, both  from  a  sense  of  the  Company's  flag  being 
authorized  by  the  King,  and  from  the  distinction  between  the 
King's  and  Company's  flags  being  unintelli^ble  to  the  Native 
Governors  or  Princes. 

It  was  at  this  juncture,  that  the  Presidency  formed  a  AnEngitsb 

c      i_  ■  i_     T.      y~i  Agent  sent  to 

treaty  with  Sevagee,  on  the  basis  of  which  the  Company  s  Sevagee,    to 

solicit    pay- 
Factory  at  Rajahpore  was  proposed  to  be  re-established.     The  meut  of  the 

public 
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Afit^  the  late  peace,  the  Dutch  a£fected  friendship,  but  CHAP.^n. 
in  this  seasfm,  they  resumed  their  ancient  animosities,  for,  1671-73. 

Datch   again 

br  leagues  with  the  Country  Powers,  and  by  their  supenor  ioterferevith 

tha    Compa-r 

naTal  force,  their  designs  against  the  English  settlements  at  ny'i  trade. 
Carwar  and  Billiapatam,  became  apparent : — cargoes,  however, 
were  provided  for  the  Company's  shipping,  and  instructions 
given  to  the  Captains,  from  the  doubtfid  i4>pearance  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  to  keep  together,  and  resist  whatever  enemy  might 
assail  than : — the  investments  consisted  of  a  c<msiderablc' 
qnaatity  of  pq>peF,  and  of  a  ranall  proporticm  of  Lahore 
iadigo.<^ 

The  exolioBS  of  this  Presideucy  were  liable  to  constant  AH>rehenii' 

ons  at  Sural' 

inteiTuptioB,  from  events  affecting  the  sovereignty  of  the  ooun-  of  another 
tiy  to  which  the  trade  was  extended ;  a  victory  by  Seva^e  over  Sevagw. 
the  Mogul  army,  exposed  Surat  (then  in  a  defencdess  state)  to 
invasion,  while  the  exactions  and  the  rapacity  of  a  rusw  Go- 
vernor,  under  the  pretext  that  the  President  intended  to  retire 
finHn  Surat  to  Btnnbay,  were  excessive ;  for  at  one  time  he  tot^ 
possession  of  the  English  Factory,  but  soon  quitted  it,  leaving 
them  in  uncertainty,  either  how  to  p^vide  investments  for 
£tu*ope,  in  this,  or  for  the  subsequait  season.*^ 

The  events  at  Bombay,  during  the  seascxi  1671-72,  related  Meanres  at 
VOL.  II.  2  R  only  ' 

(1)— Geaeial  Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Sarat  to  the  Court,  lOth  Janoary 
1671-72. 

(2)— I*ttew  from  the  Pwaidencyof  Surat  to  the  Court,  3d  February  1071-72,  and 
Oh  and  23d  April  16721 
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■CHAP.n.   only  to  the  prepress  of  the  mannfkcture  erf  cotton,  and  to  the 
.1071-72.  means  employed  to  bring  the  mhabitants  under   a  regular 

de&odingilie 

island.  subordmation  :; — the   G^venior    and  Council   reported,    that 

they  trusted  the  fortifications  would  be  completed  in  the  course 
of  another  year,  and  that  they  had  divided  the  dd  soldiers 
among  the  two  companies,  that  Uieir  example  might  have  an 
effect  on  the  discipline  of  the  recruits,  and  habituate  them  to 
the  service  of  the  Island ;  but  that  it  would  be  expedient,  from 
the  great  mortality  among  the  soldiers,  to  send  an  annual  supply 
of  fifity  men;  and  that  the  principle  of  senionty  must  be 
observed,  in  adjusting  the  rank  of  the  officers  : — the  shipping, 
however,  of  the  island,  as  well  as  of  Surat,  had  been  ex- 
posed to  captures  by  the  Malabar  pirates,  and  therefore  it  was 
necessary  to  build  and  equip  some  small  armed  vessels,  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  Is]and.<'> 

Judging,  however,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Presi- 
dent being,  a  second  time,  prevented  from  visiting  Bombay,  t6 
revise  the  regulations  for  its  administration,  it  had  become 
a  question,  whether  it  might  not  be  wise  to  remove  the  Presi* 
dency  from  Surat  to  Bcmibay,  leaving  a  Chief  and  Connci 
at  Surat,  to  carry  on  the  trade  and  maintain  the  privileges', 
because  the  local  situation,  of  this  city  made  it  dependant, 

and 


(1)— General  Letter  from  tbe  Preiidency  of  Surat  (o  the  Court,  7tb  November  l67i. 
—  Letter  from  tbe  Governor  and  Council  of  Bombay  to  the  Courts  IBih  November 

i6;i. 
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and  exposed    to    constant    alarms    from   Seragefe    and  the  ch\p.  if. 
M^ol.  and  the  Company  to  losses,  from  the  extortions  of  1671 -f:?. 

Sir  William 
boA/''  Langhorne 

assumei  tha 

The  events  at  Fonx  St.  GEOBbE  and  at  its  dependencies.  Government 

*  of  Fort  SL 

in  the  season  l&7\-72.  consisted  chiefly  in  the  final  adiust-  George,  and 


ment  of  the  disputes,  between  Sir  Edward  Winter,  Mr.  Fox-  a""*  S"^  Ed- 

'  ward  Wintei 

croft,  and  Mr.  Jearsey,  the  Agent  at  MasuUpatam,  and  refer,  return  lo 
in  ^neral,  to  the  Company's  interests  and  trade.  In  the 
whole  of  the  dispute,  from  its  commencement  to  its  becoming 
a  subject  of  enquiry  for  Commissioners,  th?  intemperance 
of  Sir  Edward  Winter,  and  the  imprudence  of  Mr.  Foxcrofr 
and  his  adherents,  rendered  it  expedient  to  recall  both,  and 
to  bring  the  subject  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Court ; 
each  party,  howieTer,  was  permitted  to  bring  home  such 
evidence  as  he  might  deem  necessary  for  his  vindication. 
Mr.  Foxcroft  embarked  in  January  1671-72^  leaving  Sir  Wil- 
liam Langhorne,  Agent  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  Sir  Edward 
Winter  suled,  at  the  same  time,  on  another  vessel,  for 
England. 

In  this  seas(Hi»  a  Cowl,  or  Fhirmaund,  was  obtained  frt>m  Phirmaund, 
the  King  erf  Golcondah,  granting  new  privileges  to  the  Com-  ^itionaP 
pany,  at  Fort  St.  George,  of  which  the  Agmt  and  Council  Se'EngH'ah,'' 
were   avaiHng  themselves,  to  prevent  future  disputes  about  from  th« 
customs,   and  were  of  opinion,   that  though  the   expences  coaitb. 

incurred 

(1)— Letttra  fiem  the  Preitdene;  of  Sarat  to  th«  Courtj  lOih  Jaciury  and  23d' 
Febriia[7  1671-73,  and  6th  and  334  April  1672. 
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l>een  procofed^  in  sufficient  quantity  to  meet  the  orders  of  the  chap,  it. 
Courts  and  to  fill  up  the  tonnage  of  the  expected  fleet.  This  1671 -7  2< 
impCNi;  would  inateriidiy  alfect  the  profits  of  the  sales  in  Eng* 
land :— the  Agent  and  Council,  in  illustration,  stated,  that 
the  probability  of  wars  between  the  King  of  Java  and 
C^oxsin,  the  Chijef  of  Formosa,  who  controlled  the  Kings  of 
Jambee,  Johore,  &c.,  would  have  the  efiect  on  the  trade  at 
those  ports,  of  rendering  the  price  of  imports  and  exports 
uncertain,  and  commCTcial  speculatirai  difficult: — ^it  wasfarthar 
^cplained,  that  the  quantity  of  Coast  and  Surat  cloths,  brought 
by  the  French  and  Danes,  and  the  non-arrival  of  those  articles, 
which  the  Court's  letter  had  estimated  at  ^12,000,  would 
compel  this  Agency  to  apply  almost  their  whdle  stock  of 
money  to  provide  goods  for  the  expected  tonnage,  leaving 
sufficient  room  for  the  imports  expected  from  Tywan  and 
J^pan  ;  circumstances  which  had  diminished  their  means  of 
providing  investments  for  the  large  tonnage  which  the  Court 
proposed  for  the  following  season.^^^ 

The  imports  from  Japan  and  Tywan  not  being  hitherto 
brought  into  the  trade,  the  report  on  this  subject  could  onty 
be  expected,  in  the  advices  of  the  following  season.(^> 

(l)-'Letter8  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Courts  November  an<f 
39th  December  1671. 

(2)— Letter  from  Mr.  W.  Baron  to  the  Courts  dated  Bantam  4th  June  lO^l. 
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of  lowering  the  pretensions  of  the  States^  in  any  treaty  in   chap^t. 
'which  the  war  might  terminate.  16/2 t73. 

It  appears,   that,    during  the  war,    secret   negotiations 

were  carrying  on,  with  the  object  of  conciliation,  between  the 

'King  and  thie  States  General,  and  that  the  Court  were  aware 

•Ambassadors  were  about  to  proceed  to  the  French  camp,   to 

frame,  and,  if  possible,  to  settle  preliminaries  c£  peace. 

* 

The  Court,  therefore,  in  June  16^2,  presented  a  memo-  Courijs  me- 
rial  to  the  King,  praying,   that  the  Ambassadors  might   be  5^'°^  P^^y^^ 
instructed  to  propose,  that  mutual  reparation  should  be  made  ^"gj^J^'?^^ 
by  the  Dutch   and  English  East-India  Companies,  for  any  '^^nTin^zny 
damages  done  to  either,  since  the  la«t  peace,  or  the  breaking  wlfrthe^** 
out  of  the  existing  war,  or,  at  least,   from  the  date  of  the     "^^^* 
memorial ;  and,  in  case  the  negotiation  i^hbuld  be  proceeded 
in,  that  the  Company  nlight  be  allowed  to  represent  to   the 
King,  what  would  be  indispensable  for  the  better  carrying  on 
the  trade,  in  fature :    but,    should   it    be    impracticable    tp 
accomplish  this,  in  the  treaty   then  pending,   they  trusted, 
that  there  would  be  a  general  article  inserted,  referring  to  A 
treaty,  to  be  subsequently  formed,  for  settling  the  East-India 

trade.^*) 

These  circumstances  explain  the  source  of  the  general  General  in- 

^     structioni  to 

instructions  which  the  Court  framed,  for  the  conduct  of  their  tbe    foreiga 

Settlements, 

Foreiffn  Settlements  ;  or,  that  they  were  to  foUo^v'  the  orders  »nconse- 

^  "^  quenceofthe 

which  ^^^' 

(1) — Memorial  of  the  East-India  Company  to  the  King,  respecting  the  negotiations 
vrith  Holland.    (East-India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper  OfBce^  No.  26l.) 
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at  St.  Helena,  a  report  having   reached   England,  that  this    chap,  il 
Island  had  heen  captured  by  the  Dutch.  1672-/3. 

The  particular  orders  to  President  Aunffier  specified,  that  Particular 

^  O  r  y  orders  to  Pre- 

the  intentions  of  the  Court  were  to  keep  open  the  trade  at  the  »ident  Aud- 

*  gier,  whose 

different    ports  subservient  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  for  salary  was 

*  •^  augmented. 

which  a  stock,  estimated  at  ^90,000,  had  been  sent;  and 
though  discretionary  powers  were  given  to  the  President,  in 
case  of  any  unforeseen  emergency,  to  remove  the  Company's 
Factory  to  Bombay,  this  was  to  be  avoided,  if  possible,  till 
the  re*establishment  of  peace  in  Europe : — and,  in  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Aungier's  services,  his  salary  was  increased 
to  ^300  per  annum,  with  a  gratuity  of  ^600,  and  a  pro- 
portionate addition  allowed  to  the  subordinate  servants. 

Under  the  prospect  of  peace,  the  Court  desired  informa- 
tion of  the  kinds  of  goods  which  would  be  required  in  the 
Persian  market,  and  for  Quedah  and  Siam,  should  it  become 
advisable  again  to  attempt  trade  at  those  ports.  <^> 

The    ffeneral    instructions  were  repeated  by  the  Court  Instructioni 

°  '^  •^  to  place  Fort 

to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  which  have  st  George  in 

^^  ^  ^  '  a  state  of  de- 

been   detailed,  as  transmitted   to  Surat,    the    only  separate  ^^^i^^^- 

order  being,  to  endeavour  to  place  the  Fort  in  a  state  of 
defence  against  any  enemy; — ^in  return  for  the  stock  con- 
signed to  this  branch  of  the  trade,  estimated  at  ^87,700,  a 
large  proportion  of  Coast  cloths  were  to  be  laden  on  the 
VOL.  n.  2  S  shipping, 

(1) — Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Sorat^  5th  July^  ptk 
Angost^  and  lath  December  1672^  10th  January  1672-73,  and  28th  April  1673. 
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therefore  could  only  be  settled  by  an  application  of  the  ?^^^Jl' 
King  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal,  requiring  the  performance  1672-73. 
of  the  stipulations  in  the  original  Treaty  of  Cession.  On  consul- 
tation^  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  postpone  any  treaty  with 
Sevagee,  till  the  result  of  the  war  between  this  Chief  and  the 
Mogul  should  aficertain  his  submission  to,  or  his  independence 
on  that  power : — ^the  President  and  Council  of  Sural,  however, 
did  not  reject  his  c^fers  of  privileges  of  trade,  but  evaded  any 
treaty,  by  demanding,  as  a  preliminary,  a  sum,  in  compen- 
sation for  past  losses,  the  payment  of  which  was  to  become 
the  basis  upon  which  any  treaty  with  him  could  proceed: — 
by  this  delay,  an  opportunity  was  afibrded  to  keep  up  the 
Company's  relations  with  the  Mogul  Government,  that,  at 
the  close  of  the  war  between  these  Native  Powers,  it  might  be 
ascert^ed,  what  Factories  could  be  held  as  safe  in  the 
dominions  of  eitho*. 

The  naval  war  between  what  was,  at  this  time,  termed 
the  Malabar  fleet,  and  the  Siddces,  or  Mogul  fleet,  (for  both 
were  at  sea,}  it  was  expected  would,  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
be  decisive;  and  this  nncertunty  rendered  it  indispensable, 
that  some  armed  vessels  should  be  built  and  equipped  at  Bom- 
bay, for  the  protection  of  the  trade,  and  to  maintain  the 
English  naval  character,  the  Native  Powers  and  merchants 
malung  constant  comparisons  between  it  and  that  of  the  Dutch, 
and,  recently,  of  the  French,  in  the  Indian  Seas :  unless,  there- 
fore, the  English  Factories  and  trade  should  be  protected  by 
2  S  2  a  r^pectable 
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provide  for  the  investment  of  the  next  sea£on ;  a  lai:^  stock,    CHAP.ii. 
therefore,  would  be  requisite  to  keep  up  the  trade,  in  any  1672-73 
degree  of  equality  with  that  of  the  other  European  nations  ; 
and  this  stock,   it  was  submitted,  ought  to  be  sent  chiefly 
in  huIlion/'> 

Resuming  the  account  of  afi^rs  atSurat  and  Bombay,  as  Measorei  of 

°  _  "^  President 

detailed  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  season,  it  appears,  that  Aungier  and 

the    Deputy 

the  question,  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  remove  the  Gceraor, 

^  for     putting 

Presidency  from  Surat  to  Bombay,  had  been  postponed  till  the  Bombay  in- 
contending  interests  of  the  European  Maritime  Powers  could  f'^'^"^'  """ 
be  adjusted,    or  their  proportions  of  the  East-India  trade  ^^  t"i?Uie 
settled:    the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  therefore,  in-  ^"'  of  Go- 
formed  the  Court,  that  Mr.  Aungier  had  gone  to  Bombay,  in 
May  I672,  where  his  experience  and  authority  were  employed, 
in  putting  that  Island  in  a  state  of  defence,    against  any 
attack    which    might  he  meditated  by   the  Dutch,  or  any 
other  enemy ;  that  he  had  strengthened  the  fortifications,  and, 
by  strict  discipline,  prepared  the  troops  for  action ; — that  the 
inhabitants  were  formed  into  a  militia,  to  act  with  the  garrison ; 
— that  the  fortifications,  as   originally  designed   by    Captiun 
Smith,  were   upon   too  narrow  a  scale  for  the  defence  of 
the    Island ; — that    the  revenue  from  customs  could  not  be 
estimated  at  more  than  20,000  xeraphins  per  annum ; — that 

the 

(I) — Letteri  from  IbeDepoty  PreiidcDtiDd  CotiDcil  at  Surat^  (tbo  President  being  at 
Bombay),  Z3d  October  aad  lOih  December  ifi^S,  10th  aod  17tb  January  and  35th, 
February  itiya-ZS,  and  4th  April  l673. 
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iocniTed,  in  building  the  fort,  but  that  it  was  not  more  than  chap^i. 
half  completed}  and  would  require  additional  stock,  for  two  1672  -73. 
years,  to  finish  it/'> 

The  Presidency  of  Surat  suggested,  in  this  season,  the 
expediency  of  erecting  courts  of  law,  and  establishing  a  police 
at  Bombay ;  measures  which,  though  expensive,  they  trusted 
would  add  to  the  confidence  which  the  Natives  were  be- 
ginning to  feel,  that  the  EngHsb  would  protect  them,  and, 
in  the  event  of  peace,  would  render  the  Island  a  considerable 
ocnnmercial  reswt. 

If  these  preparations  promised  a  vigorous   defence,    in  Appearance 

,._,,  -.of  a  Dutch 

the  event  of  any  attack,  it  was  found,  on  the  appearance  of  fleetofffiom- 
a  Dutch  fleet,  in  February  1672-73,  under  Rickloff  Van  Goens, 
the  Dutch  Governor  General  of  India,  that  the  greatest 
alarm  was  created,  the  inhabitants  having  fled  to  the  Portu- 
guese Settlements  for  safety.  The  Dutch  fleet  hovered,  for 
some  time,  between  Bombay  and  Surat ;  and,  in  this  crisis,  the 
the  Governor  had  appUed  for  the  assistance  <^  five  hundred 
Bajpoots;  but  before  they  could  arrive,  the  enemy  disap- 
peared, probably  on  discovering  the  number  of  the  militia  and 
garristm,  and  that  an  attack  would  be  vigorously  resisted.<^ 

At  FoKT  St.  George,  in  1672-73,  the  investment  was  FrencU  Fac- 

toriei     eala- 

greater  than  could  have  been  expected,  during  hostilities  with  biished  at 

Trincoinal^ 
the  Dutch.  and  at   St. 

(1) — Letter  from  Captain  Sbaston  tolheCoart,  3d  Jannary  l6?2-73. 
(2)— Letters  from  President  Aungier  and  tbe  Council  of  Bombay  to  the  Court, 
6th  and  Uth  January,  and  18th  and  2etb  Manb  l672-;3. 
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CHAP.  n.  The  unnatural  aUiance,  between  England  and  France,  to 

1672-73.  depress  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  had  induced  the  French  to  send 

Monsieur  De  la  Haye  to  the  East-Indies,  with  a  considerable 
armament.  On  its  first  appearance,  it  lowered  the  power, 
and  pretensions  of  the  Dutch,  to  exclusive  trade,  but,  in  the 
sequel,  by  introducing  the  French  to  a  participation  of 
trade,  formed  a  dangerous  rival  to  the  English  company: 
— ^De  la  Haye  first  attempted  to  establish  the  French  at  Trinco- 
mal^,  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  from  which  the  Dutch  force  was 
unable  to  remove  them; — ^From  Trincomal6  they  sailed  to 
the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  unexpectedly  landed  three  hundred 
men,  and  some  guns,  at  St.  Thom6,  which  they  took  by  storm; 
in  July  16/2,  and  resisted  the  numerous  forces  of  the  Natives, 
which  could  not  expel  them.  Sir  William  Langhome's  conduct 
at  Fort  St.  George,  on  this  occasion,  discovered  great  prudence 
and  foresight : — as  allies  of  the  King,  he  could  not  oppose  the 
French,  but  he  considered  their  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Fort  (should  they  retain  possession  of  it)  as  leading  to 
consequences  that  would  embarrass  trade,  and,  in  any  future 
war  with  France,  place  two  garrisons  in  a  distant  country, 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  each  other,  under  circimistances 
which  must  be  destructive,  either  to  the  one,  or  to  the  other. 
This  event  is  the  more  memorable,  from  its  being  the  first 
appearance  of  the  French  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,— on 
which,  towards  the  middle  of  the  subsequent  century,  the  wars 

arose 
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arose,  which  uldniately  led  to  the  acquisition  of  the  British  chap,  if, 
territorial  power  in  Hindostan/'^  1672-73. 

The  relative  circumstances  in  Bengai<,  with  those  of  invertmnnt 

in  Bengal 

the  Coast,    and.  of  Surat,  durins:  the  season  1672-73,  were  limited,  fironi 

'  ^  diiputesbe- 

affected  by  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Indian  Seas,  ^^°  ^^ 

^  '  Dutch  and 

to  participate  in  the  trade  in  the  Ganges,  and  by  a  dispute  Jho  Nabob  of 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  Nabob  of  Dacca,  which  exposed 
the  English  to  contingencies,  that  prevented  the  full  provision 
of-  the  Bengal  investment : — the  apprehension  of  this  evil 
(though  three  of  the  Company's  ships  had  arrived  in  the  Bay,) 
obliged  the  Agent  to  611  them  up  with  such  goods  as  he  had 
in  store,  and  to  dispatch  them  to  the  Coast,  to  complete  their 
cargoes  at  Madras/'^ 

The  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantau,  during  the  season  TradcatBan- 

tam  deprma- 

1672-73,  were  obliged  to  adopt  temporary  commercial  expe-  ed  bytbe 

war  with  the 

dients: — of  the  ships  dispatched  to  Tywan,  two  vessels  bad  Daicb,  bat  a 

FbcIotv  «ita> 

been  lost,  and  the  success  of  a  third  was  uncertain  : — some  blithod  at 

Tonqoio. 

of  the  Company's  ships  had  been  taken  in  the  Straits  of  Banca 
by  the  Dutch,  and  the  sales  at  Bantam  obstructed : — several 
French  ships  had  also  arrived,  laden  with  cloths,  which,  in 
colours  and  patterns,  were  more  marketable  than  those  which 
the  Presidency  of  Surat  bad  sent  for  the  Bantam  sales : — the 
VOL.  II.  2  T  result 

(1)— Letter  from  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Court,  l6th  December  l6;2. Letter 

from  Sir  William  I^Dgfaomej  Agent  at  Port  St.  George,  totbeCoart,  utJannar]rt073-73> 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Factori  at  Hoghlf  to  the  Frei'ufeot  and  Council  at 
Sarat.  23d  Aogait  1672. 


(considered  to  be  superior  to  that  of  Japan)  were  to  be  ob- 
tained at  that  poit,  and  then  specified  the  Europe^  Surat,  Coast, 
and  Bantam  porduce,  viz.  English  cloth,  lead,  warlike  stores, 

saltpetre. 
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saltpetre,  Snrat  and  Coast  cloths^  and  pepper,  which  woold    CHAP.II. 
find  a  sale  at  Tonquin,  and,  in  return,  bring  articles  to  ibrm  1672-73. 
part  of  the  assortments  for  the  Conqiany's  Factories  in  India, 
or  for  their  sales  in  £arope.('> 

(1)— Letter  from  tbeFactonatTonqnia  to  the  Court,  7th  December  I672. 
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1673^74. 


i  *  ^1 


war  in  Eu-^  ^7  *^^  ^tate  of  the  war,  and  towards  the  close  of  the  season. 


CHAP.  II.  The  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  the  year 

1673-74,  1673-74,  were,  at  the  commencement,  necessarily  influenced 

Events  of  the 
war  in  Eu* 

J^^n^  "Jf  ^y  ^^^  Treaty  of  Westminster,   between  the  King  and  the 
Cd^gne.^""'  States  General.     After  referring  to  the  indecisive  naval  actions 

of  the  fleets,  commanded  hy  the  Duke  of  York  and  Prince 
Rupert,  to  the  progress  of  the  French  armies,  in  reducing 
Maestricht,  and  to  the  first  appearances  of  negotiation  at  Co- 
logne, the  Court  adverted  to  the  opposite  views  of  the  German 
Princes,  regarding  France  and  the  States  General : — ^In  the 
Southern  Circles,  the  Sovereigns  and  Princes  favoured  the  pro- 
jects of  France,  while,  in  the  Northern  Circles,  they  were 
disposed  rather  to  support,  than  to  depress  the  States  General. 
At  this  juncture,  information  was  received,  that  the 
Island  of  St.  Helena  had  been  captured  by  the  Dutch,  and 
retaken,  on  the  4th  May  1673,  by  Captain  Munden;  but, 
notwithstanding  this  recapture,  the  Directors  considered  the 
occupation  of  the  Island,  by  the  English,  to  be  temporary  and 
precarious.(*> 

Under 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Coancil  of  Sarat,  lltb>  23d,  and 
25th  August  1673. 
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Under  these  circumstances,    the  Court  expressed  their   chap,  ri. 
apprehensions  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  for  the  safety  of  1673-74. 
Bombay,  as  intelligence  had  been  received  from  Holland,  that 
the  Dutch  were  equipping  a  large  armament,  the  object  of 
which,  it  was  conjectured,  was  to  invade  that  Island. 

These  events  induced  the  Court  to  abridge  the  equip-  EquipmcDis 

and  Slock  lo 

ments  and    stock,    intended    for    Surat,   more    particularly,  Suratdimi. 

*  '^  •'*  Dished. 

after  receiving  intelligence  of  the  state  of  the  markets  at 
that  port,  and  at  its  dependencies,  which  were  so  overstock- 
ed, that  neither  British  produce,  nor  foreign  merchandize, 
could  find  a  profitable  sale : — hence,  only  a  small  pro- 
portion of  Surat  cloths,  with  a  quantity  of  Lahore  indigo, 
were  ordered  for  the  investment  of  the  following  year,  that 
the  trade  might  continue  on  a  limited  scale,  till  the  restoration 
of  peace.<'> 

A  short  time,  however,   had  only  elapsed,  when  these  iveaty  of 
measures  of  precaution,  and  of  abridged  trade,  became  unne-  ater'belw^ 
cessary,  from  the  restoration  of  peace,  between  England  and  HoMand/and 
the  States  General,  by  the  Treaty  of  Westminster,  concluded  the  Compa" 
on  the  17th  of  Febnlary  1673-74 ;  the  conditions  of  which,  mJm^"'*^ 
in  so  far  as  regarded  the  English  Eajst-Jndia  trade  and  posses- 
sions, were  specified  in  the  Introduction  to  this  Chapter. 

The  Court,  in  consequence  of  this  Treaty,  instead  of  nar- 
rowing 

(1)— Lcltei  from  the  Court  to  the  Preaident  and  Council  of  Surat,  39^1  Septembei 
1673. 


menloffiom-  _      '  -     »  >  -      - 

bay  prohibit-  the  regulations  which  had  been  sent  home  for  approbation,  did 

od  iroiD  en-  '  * 

tering  into     not  appear  to  be  of  that  description  which  the  Court  could  au- 
with  the  Por-  thorize,  and  therefore  they  required,  that  rules,  better  accommo- 
dated to  local  circumstances,  might  be  framed,  to  which  thev 
could  assent : — in  the  mean  time,  any  new  attempts  to  ne- 
gotiate with  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  were  prdiibited,  because  the 

Company, 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Pre«idency  of  Smat,  13th  March  lfi;'3-74,  aod 
ad  April  1674. 

<2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  PreiideDty  of  Sorat,  3d  April  1674. 
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Company,  though  authorized  by  their  Charter  to  form  ti'eaties  chap^it. 
with  the  Native  Rrinras  or  States,  were  not  empowered  to  enter  1673  -  7^; 
into  engagements  with  the  officers  of  the  European  Maritime 
powers,  having  settlements  or  trade  in  the  East-Indies, 
as  such  agreements  might  lead  to  questions  between 
their  respective  Sovereigns,  with  whose  political  relations 
it  would  be  unwise  for  the  Company  to  interfere,  particu- 
larly as  such  treaties  might  lead  to  Conventions  for  mutual 
support,  against  the  Native  Powers,  which  would  be  hazardous 
in  themselves,  and  productive  of  commercial  embarrassments  in 
the  sale  or  purchase  of  goods : — the  Court,  tlierefore,  ordered 
the  Bombay  Government  to  take  all  its  directions  from  the 
Presidency  of  Surat ;  to  confine  itself  to  the  encouragement  of 
arts  and  trade  among  tbe  settlers  ;  and,  as  recruits  had  been 
embarked,  to  attend  to  their  discipline,  and  always  to  place 
the  Island  in  a  state  of  defence,  notwithstanding  the  present 
return  of  peace. 

An  interruption  had  taken  place  in  the  trade  to  Persia,  Meaiarei  for 

reviving   the 

probably  on  account  of  the  war  in  Europe,  as  well  as  of  the  Fenian  trade. 
political  embarrassments  in  that  kingdom  ;  the  Court,  on 
peace  being  restored,  resolved,  as  a  letter  had  been  obtained 
from  His  Majesty  to  the  King  of  Persia,  and  a  collection 
of  former  Phirmaunds  had  been  made  by  the  Agent,  that 
translations  should  be  sent  home,  for  their  information  ;  and 
that  a  new  Fhirmaund,  if  possible,  should  be  solicited,  for 
confirmation  of  privile^s,  but  would  not  come  to  any  positive 
VOL.  II.  2  U  resolution. 


whJIi 

())_Letteri  from  the  Coort  to  the  Ageot  and  Faetori  at  Gombrooii>  8tb  May,  7th 
Joljr.  and  7th  April  l674. 

(2) — Letten  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Conocil  at  Fort  St.  George^  7(h  Jo)/, 
29th  September,  iftNorember^  and  a4tb Decemberl673, 
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with  the  Natives,  both  in  the  yicinity  of  Fort  St.  George  and   ^^J*^- 
in  Bengal,  as  it  would  be  hazardous  and  expensive  to  solicit  1673-74. 
new  I%irmaunds.  from  the  King  of  Golcondah,  or  the  Mogal, 
cocperience  having  shewn,  that,  even  when  such  grants  were 
obtuned,    the  oppressions  of  the  Nabobs,    or  Naigs,   were 
seldom  diminished. 

Three  ships,  amountinsr  to  thirteen  hundredand  fifty  tons.  Equipments 

'^  ^^  and  slock  for 

mth  cn-goes  estnnated  at  ^^,000,  were  to  be  dispatched,  this  Fon  st. 

°  George. 

season,  for  Coast  and  Bay  : — the  cargoes  consisted  chiefly  of 
money,  with  a  very  small  quantity  of  goods,  (broad-doths, 
&c.)  in  compliance  with  the  op^tm  of  the  Agent  and 
Council  : — the  investment  for  Europe  was  ordered  to  consist 
chiefly  of  Coast  doths^  of  the  denominations  frequently 
specified,  and  of  ten  thousand  pieces  of  tafi&ties,  and  three 
hundred  tons  of  saltpetre  fixjm  Bengal : — ^e  value  of  ^10,000 
in  goods,  was  to  be  forwarded  to  Bantam,  to  enable  that 
Agency  to  resume  its  trade ; — and  a  new  set  of  regulations 
was  transmitted  for  the  managetnent  of  the  warehouses  at 
Fort  St.  George,  and  the  subsistence  of  the  Factors  and 
Writers  at  a  public  table.(') 

From  HuGHLY  being  subordinate  to  the  Fort,  and  receiv-  Commcreiei 

,  ,,.,-,,  inslnictions 

ing  from  thence  the  detail  of  the  measures  which  the  Court  «>  the  Agent 

in  Bengu. 

had  adopted,  both  during  the  war,  and  after  peace  had  placed 

trade  on  better 'ground,  local  directions  only  appear,  vts.  to 

2  U  2  select 

(i)_Letten  from  the  Coort  to  tits  Agent  and  CoQotil  it  Vott  St  Geoigej  13th 
March  l673-74>  "nd  3d  April  1074. 


a  conjectare  wftich  tne  capture  ot  tnree  ot  their  slrips^  last 
season,  fully  justified : — this  misfbrtnne  the  Court  attributed 
to  the  miscoDduct  of  the  Agent  at  Bantam,  who  had  detained 
the  ships,  particularly  the  vessel  intended  for  lY^a^j  *ft^  ^^^ 
monsoon  had  set  in,  which  had  obliged  the  Court  to  dispatch 
a  small  vessel  to  Bantam,  with  a  cai^  of  ^1,200,  under 

orders 

^1)— Utten  from  th«  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factwi  at  Hastily,  7tb  Julj  and  3lit 
October  1673,  and  I3lh  and  l6tb  March  l673-;4. 
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orders  to  return  direct  to  England  with  pepper,  and  with  CHAP.^ii. 
instructions    to   the  Agents  always   to  have  a  craisiderable  1673-74- 
quantity  of  this  article  in  readiness  to  meet  the  large  equip- 
ment and  stock  to  be  consigned  to  them,  as  soon  as  the  peace 
With  the  Ihitch  should  be  ratified.  <» 

When  tins  ereat  took  place,  in  February  1673-74,  the 
destination  of  the  small  ship  was  changed,  and  the  CtHnpaoy*s 
ship  Eagle,  with  a  stock  estimated  at  ^11,000,  was  con- 
signed to  Bantam,  with  information  that  seventeen  hundred 
and  sixty  tons  of  shipping  would  be  dispatched  in  the  course 
of  the  season,  and  a  stock  estimated  at  ^^0,000 ;  the  Agency 
therefore,  were  to  provide  a  large  proportion  of  pepper,  and 
of  benjamin,  sugar,  and  ginger : — one  of  the  ships  was  to 
proceed  to  Jambee,.  and  the  whole  were  to  sail  for  Europe 
without  delay. 

The  restoration  of  peace  again  gave  the  Company  an 
opportunity  to  attempt  trade  at  Tywan,  Formosa,  and  Japan, 
and  as  it  was  also  the  wish  of  the  Court  to  obtain  a  propor- 
tion of  the  trade  in  the  finer  spices,  they  desired  the  Agent  to 
.transmit  the  fullest  information  on  those  subjects,  that  they 
might  proceed  in  framing  instructions  for  the  subsequent  sea- 
son, when  it  was  intended  to  send  out  near  three  thousand 
tons  of  shipping  to  Bantam.  <*> 

The 

(1) — Letteri  from  the  Comt  to  tba  Agent  and  Cooncil  at  Bantam,  2d,  Aogut  and 
2d  October  l6;3. 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Ccnrt  to  the  Agent  and  Cotracil  at  BaniaiDi  13th  Marcb 
i^3-7*,  and  3d  AprU,  and  Jit  and  6tb  May  1674. 
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of  the  Island  of  St.  Helena  were  to  be  deemed  natnral-bom   chap.ii. 
subjects  of  j^gland.  0)  1673-74. 

-  The  Court,  on  receiving  this  grant  j  appointed  Obtain  Field  Appoint. 

mcDis  and 

to  be  Goremor^  with  a  salary  and  allowance  of  ^100  par  an-  salaries  of 

.  »  .     -r,  .     »-»  J-,  officen,  and 

num ;  and  Captam  Beale  to  be  Deputy  GoTemor,  with  a  salary  Coart'i  regu- 

lalions  for  St, 

of  ^50  per  annum ;  and  to  have  under  them  a  storekeeper^  Helena,  on 

,  receiving  tbif. 

artificers,  &c. ;  they  were  to  re-occupy  and  setUe  the  Island,  Charter. 
with  one  hundred  persons  (including  their  families),  and  had 
powers  to  repair  and  enlarge  the  fortifications  : — the  garrison 
was  to  consist  of  two  companies,  under  the  command  of  the 
Goremor  and  Deputy  Governor : — the  lands  belongmg  to  the 
old  proprietors  were  to  be  restored  to  them ;  and  twenty  acres,, 
and  two  cows,  allotted  to  each  of  the  new  settlers,^  with  an  al- 
lowance of  provisions  for  nine  months  free,  and  afterwards  at 
specified  rates  : — three  boats  were  to  be  built,  and  pven  to  the 
inhalnt^ts,  for  fishing,  that  they  might  add  to  their  means  of 
subsistence;  and  a  market  was  to  be  established  for  provi* 
aions/'^ 


Connecting  the  accounts  of  the  situation  of  the  Presiden-  AnotiierEng- 

cy  of  SuRAT  and  its  dependencies,  with  the  events  which  oc-  sent  to  nego- 
tiate ■  treaty 
cUrred  withSevagee; 

(1)— Letters  Ment,  granting  the  bland  of  St.  Haleot  to  the  London  Eait'iodiii 
Cotnpany,  l«h  December  167^.    (Printed  Collection  of  Cbarteri,  page  96). 

(2)— Commiwion  and  loslmclioai  to  the  GorunDr  and  Council  of  St.  Helena,  igth 
December  1678. 


asked,  or  the  protection  pronaised;    the  Envoy  had,    there- 
fore. 
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fore,'  only  to  report  prepress  on  his  return  to  the  PresU  CHapji. 

deucy.<'>  1673 -H 

Under  these  political  difficulties  regarding  the  Mogul,  TheCoort*. 

Seraeee,  and  the  inferior  Chiefs  who  had  power  over  their  proviiion  of 

°     '  »  a  lai^eiQvett- 

FactorieS  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  the  President  and  Council  "^^  »'  Su. 

'  rat  imprac- 

jentered  into  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of  tonnage  and  stock  Jj^"^^'^" 
which  the  Court  of  Directors  had  sent  out,  and  expected  to  be  °f  ^'^• 
filled,  and  the  amount  of  purchases  required  for  the  invest- 
ments for  Europe,  with  the  means  within  their  reach,  even 
in  the  time  of  peace.  After  forming  an  estimate  of  the 
charges  of  Bombay,  they  concluded,  that  as  the  prices  of  goods 
had  advanced,  dnring  the  war,  and  as  obstructions  in  the  mar- 
kets were  daily  multiplying,  by  opposition  from  the  Dutch,  an 
investment  for  sixteen  hundred,  instead  of  four  thousand  tons, 
would  be  all  they  could  collect  in  this  season ; — ^that  the  stock 
of  5^90,000,  sent  to  them  by  the  Court  (large  as  it  might 
arithmetically  appear},  was  unequal  to  their  orders,  and  that 
the  attempt  to  invest  it,  would  terminate  in  disappointment : — 
besides,  considering  the  arrears  they  had  to  liquidate,  and  the 
daUy  chaiges  of  Bombay,  there  would  not  remain  a  sum  to 
purchase  investments  for  this  large  tonnage,  or  to  meet  the 
Company's  instrucdons  to  make  provision  for  the  subsequent 
year: — ^under  such  difficulties,  the  Council  at  Surat  had  referred 
the  whole  subject  to  the  judgement  of  President  Aungier,  at 
VOL.  -11.  2    X  this 

(1)— Sunt  Conialtatioot,  24tb  May  1672. Mr.  Nichols's  Report  of  liii  nego- 

tiaiioa  with  Snagca  Bajab,  io  Maj  and  June  IG73.    {Vol.  xjix,  I673,  No.  2729). 
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peftper  and  cloth  fw  the  inTestment  expected  by  the  Court,  chap,  ii.- 
with  such  additional  quantities  of  other  goods,  as  could  be  X6'^3-^4. 
brought  from  Carwar,  Batticdo,  &c. : — ^he  next  recommended 
to  the  Council  at  Sural,  to  make  the  greatest  exertion  their 
means  could  allow,  to  meet  the  expectation  of  the  Court, 
.admitting,  at  the  same  time,  the  obstades  6^m  the  opposition 
of  the  Dutch,  and  their  influence  orer  all  the  ports  to  which 
^e  Company's  ships  resorted  ;— ^he  conceded  also,  that  how- 
ever plausible  the  instructions  of  the  Court  might  be,  that 
plausibiUty  was  done  away,  by  the  deficiency  in  the  amount  of 
stock,  uid  by  the  power  o^  t^  enemies  European  and  NfUive) 
with  whif^  their  serruits  had  to  c(Hitend.<'> 

In  the  progress  of  this  season,  appearances,  rather  than  Meimrei  of 
events,  in  the  wars  between  Sevagee  and  the  Mogul,  continued  Aungier  foi 

°  °      '  defence  of 

to  r^ido:  political,   as  well  as  commercial  transactions,   as  Bombay,  if 

■  "  BtUckeo  by 

difficult  to  devise  as  to  execute;  for  it  was  at  this  juncture,  thefleeiiof 

•'  *  the  Mogul  or 

that  Sevagee  was  endeavouring,  partly  by  promises,  and  partly  '^  Sevagee. 
by  threats,  to  bring  over  the  Kings  of  Visiapore  and  Golcon- 
dah  to  his  interest :— this  situation  of  the  Native  Powers 
obstructed  the  purchases  at  Carwar,  and  by  the  menacing 
station  his  army  had  taken  near  Surat,  exposed  that  city  to 
contributions,  to  compensatefor  the  losses  he  had  sustained  by 
the  jrrc^olar  invasions  of  the  Siddee's  fleet,  of  different  towns 
on  his  port  of  the  Coast;  hoice  there  was  a  strong  pro- 
2X2  bability, 

(1) — Letter  from  PreddflDt  Aungier  at  Bombay  to  the  Deputy  and  CotmcU  at  Sant, 
Silt  Angost  1673. 


which  formerlj  constituted  the  principal   part  of  the  Surat 
inTestment.('> 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  however,  this  able  officer 
of  the  Company  collected  an  investment  for  Europe,  irom  the 

Presidency 

(O—LetterfromPreiideiitAttOgietuidtbeCoiuidl  at  Bombay  to  tite  Cooit,  13th 
Pecember  1673. 
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Presidency  of  Surat,  amounting,  for  this  season,  to  the  sum  trf"  chapji. 
££104,000.<')  I673-74. 

The  subsequent  events  in  this  season  were,  fii^t,  the  alarms  Apprehen- 

'  sionof  anat- 

of  the  Presidency  of  an  attack  on  Bombay  or  Surat,  by  the  Dutch  J^<-*  on  Bo™- 
fieet,  under  Van  Goens  ;  for  they  reasoned,  that  should  he  sue-  D"*<='>  ^^^ 
ceed  in  capturing  St  ThomS  from  the  French,  his  force  would 
next  be  In-ought  against  Bombay ; — seconiUy,  the  arrival  of 
fbur  large  Dutch  ships,  laden  with  ^ices,  which  had  ^ven 
them  a  commaading  hold  on  the  trade  of  Surat ;  and,  lastly, 
the  revival  of  the  Portt^ese  commerce,  and  the  oppressive 
proceedings^  c^  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  which  would  endanger 
the  continuance  of  the  English  trade ;  and  concluded  with 
a  request  to  the  Court,  for  instructions  regarding  the  con- 
duct he  should  observe  towards  those  European  maritime 
allies  or  enemies/*> 

The  separate  information  irom  Bombay,  during  the  state  of  tbo- 
season  1673-74,  consisted  of  what  would,  in  modera  times,  garriwa  of 
be  termed  a  statistical  account  of  the  Island,  specifying  the 
division  of  it  into  the  districts  of  Bombay  and  Mabim,  wit& 
an  account  of  its  inhabitants,  European  and  Native ; — the 
extent  and  magnitude  of  the  fortifications,  upon  which  one 
hundred  pieces  of  cuinon  had  already  been  mounted ; — ^the 

strength' 

(1)— General  Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  12th  January 
I673-74. 

(3)— Letter  from  the  Prwidency  of  Surat  and  the  CoDBoil  at  Bombay  to  the  Court, 
I6lb  and  20tb  March  I67374,  and  lit  April  l67.4. 


probable  enemy  of  the  English  Settlement.  The  eveDts  of 
this  seasoD  (1673-74),  at  Fort  St.  George,  are  rather  to  be 
viewed  as  the  result  of  the  improvident  relation  with  France, 

than 

(I)— Acconntof  thelBland  ofBombajr,  by  Pretident Anngier  and  ths  Council,  tJth 
DecembMr  l6ji.——  letter  fton  the  Cooocil  ef  Bonbaj'  to  tbe  Court,  igth  Jtuaary 
1673-74. 
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than  as  a  part  of  Ac  Dutch  apposition  to  the  English  interests,  chapj. 
it  hmig  obvious,  that  whether  the  French  should  continue  1673 -74. 
in,  or  be  dislodged  from  St.  Thom6,  a  strong  hold  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Madras,  in  possession  of  an  European  rival, 
would  be  the  source  of  great  danger ;  and  it  is  memorable,  at 
this  early  period,  that  Sir  William  Langhorne,  the  Governor 
of  Fort  St  George,  should  describe  the  French  to  be  a  more 
dangerous  neighbour  than  the  Dutch,  and  that  they  were  in- 
triguing in  the  extreme  with  the  Native  Chiefs.  Matters,  at 
Fort  St.  Geoige,  were  in  this  situation,  when  the  Dutch 
besieged  the  French  in  St.  Thom^,  and  their  fleet  on  this 
service,  consisting  of  fourteen  sail,  met  the  Company's 
homeward-bound  ships,  consisting  of  ten  sail,  off  Pettipolee, 
on  the  23d  August  1673 ;  and  after  a  running  engagement,  took 
,two  of  the  ships  and  sunk  one;  the  remainder  retired  to 
Madras,  and  after  being  repaired,  sailed  with  an  investment 
for  Europe,  estimated  at  156,000  pagodas.O 

As  the  Dutch  forces  and  fleet  made  no  impression  on  St. 
Thom6,  their  influence  with  the  King  of  Golcondah  was 
affected  by  their  want  of  success  in  this  enterprize  ;  but,  till 
the  close  of  this  season,  a  kind  of  neutrality  was  observed,  with 
respect  to  Madras. 

vol,.  II.  2  Y  The 

(1)— Lettera  from  the  Agent  and  Coancil  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Presidency  of 

Sural,  2dand  10th  September  idJS. Letter  from  theAgentand  Council  at  Fort  St. 

George  to  the  Court,  30th  September  1673. tetter  from  Sir  William  Langhorne  to 

theConrt,  12th  September  16^3. 


Unsuccessful  The  projected  trade  to  Tywan,  in  Formosa,  for  whicli 

result  of  the 

project     for  the  ship  Experiment  had  been  dispatched  from  Bantam,  waM 

opening    a  , 

trade  with     found,  OH  trial,  to  be  unpracticable,  and  the  information    on 


Tywan. 


which 

(l) — Letter  from  the  Factory  at  Majulipatam  to  the  Court,  26th  August  1673. 
(2) — Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Couacil  at  Bantam  to  the  Presidency  of  Sunt,   22d 
September  1673. 
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1674-75. 


The  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  the  sea-  chap.  ir. 
SOD  1674-75j  were  influenced  by  the  indirect  attacks  of  the  1674-75. 
IVivate  Traders,  or  Interlopers,  by  the  poHtical  and  commer-  tbe'c^m"^." 
cial  difficulties  in  the  Peninsula  of  India,  and  by  the  military  ofbuman,^nd 
defence  of  Bombay,  on  which  President  Aungier  had  made  Inhdr  uade 

1  .  .  published,  (o 

bis  report.  couoteract 

From  the  period  at  which  the  Council  of  State  (during  of  the  imer- 
the  Interregnum)  had  decided,  that  the  trade  between  Eng-  ^"^^ ' 
land  and  the  East-Indies  could  only  proceed  on  a  Joint  Stock, 
with  exclusive  privileges,  and,  in  a  greater  degree,  from  the 
Restoration  of  the  Company's  Charter  by  King  Charles  II., 
the  interference  of  the  Private  Traders,  or  Interlopers,  as  in- 
dividuals, or  as  associations,  had  disappeared  ;  and  the  trans- 
fer of  the  Island  of  Bombay  to  the  Company,  by  the  Crown, 
had  satisfied  them,  that  any  direct  attack  on  the  Company's 
privileges  would  be  discouraged : — ^this  impression,  if  it  had 
checked,  had  not  altogether  extinguished  their  projects,  and 
they  were  watching  any  incident  which  might  again  give 
plausibility  to  their  speculations. 

It 
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CHAPjrr.  It  had  been  the  practice  of  the  Company  to  export^  an- 

1674-75.  nually,  under  the  licence  of  the  Crown,  considenUile  quan- 
tities of  bullion  and  of  foreign  coins,  as  stock,  for  purchasing 
investments: — ^this  practice,  the  Interlopers  represented  to 
be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  Kingdom,  and  injurious 
to  commercial  credit.  The  Court,  aware  that  these  assertions 
might,  in  the  first  instance,  prejudice  the  public,  and  subse- 
quently the  Government,  against  them,  as  a  body,  with  exclu- 
sive privileges,  and  again  bring  up  questions  and  opinions,  that 
might  facilitate  the  projects  of  their  domestic  opponents, 
adopted  the  decided  measure  of  placing  before  the  Govern- 
ment, a  statement  of  facts,  regarding  their  expcnrts  of  bullion 
and  foreign  coins,  that  they  might  prove,  by  the  large  sums 
which  the  Company's  trade  paid  to  the  revenue,  and  the 
outlets  which  it  afforded  to  the  staples  and  merchandize  of 
the  Kingdom,  that,  instead  of  being  prejudicial  to  the  gen«*al 
commerce  of  the  Kingdom,  or,  in  any  degree,  detrimental 
to  commercial  credit,  it  had  eminently  contributed  to  the 
support  erf  both. 

The  following  statement  of  the  Company's  affairs,  at  this 
juncture,  will  afford  an  interesting  view  of  the  value  of  the 
East-India  trade,  on  a  Joint  Stock,  to  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  the  Kingdom. 

^^  A  particular  of  all  bullion  (gold,  silver,  and  pieces  of 
"  eight)  shipt  out  by  the  Company,  since  the  year  1667-68, 
"  to  this  present  year,  1674. 

''  In 
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g^       ff^  CHAP.  II. 

«  In  the  year  1667-68 128,605  17  5          1674^5. 

1668-69 162,394  9  10 

1669-70 187,458  3  8 

1670-71 186,149  10  11 

1671-72 186,420  8  3 

1672-73 131,300  5  11 

1673-74 182,983  0  6 

^^  In  lieu  whereof,  and  of  several  sorts  of  manufactures 
*^  sent  out  by  the  Comp%    there  had  been   paid  unto  His 
^  Ma^  for  custom,  yearly  (communibus  annis)  the  sum   of 
^  about  ^35,000  per  annum. 

"  And  for  encreasing  the  navigation  and  strength  of 
*^  tfus  kingdom,  there  hath  been  built,  within  that  time,  and 
^^  are  now  in  building,  twenty-four  sail  of  ships,  from  three 
*^  hundred  and  fifty,  to  six  hundred  tons  burden,  and  they 
*^  have  paid  for  freight  and  wages,  yearly,  to  the  amount  of 
''  ^100,000  per  annum. 

^^  And  have  furnished  His  Majesty's  kingdoms  of  Eng- 
^^  land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  with  all  sorts  of  East-India 
*^  commodities  (excepting,  cinnamon,  cloves,  nutts,  and 
**  mace),  which,  had  they  not  done,  would  have  cost  the 
^*  kingdom  farr  greater  rates  to  have  been  supplied  from  other 
''  nations. 

*^  And,    besides  which,    there    is    exported   East-India 

"  goods  to  other  countries  (by  moderate  estimate)  double  the 

VOL.  n.  2  Z  "value 


slender  military  force  on  the  Island,  to  maintain  the  pass 
between  Tannah  and  Caranjah,  and  Bombay,  forgetting  that 
this  was  the  immediate  source  of  dispute  with  that  Dation. 
Equipments  The  equipments  for  this  season,  for  the  Presidency  of 

and  itock  for 

Suraten-       Surat,  consisted  of  five  ships,  or  two  thousand  one  hundred 

creaied  to  pay 

off  (k^tt.       tons : — ^four  of  these  ships  wore  to  proceed  to  the  Factories  on 

the 
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the  Malabar  Coast,  to  take  tnthe  goods  provided  at  the  Out-  ^JJ^5l3' 
stations,  and  to  complete  their  lading  at  Surat  and  Bombay;  1674-75. 
and  one  was  to  be  dispatched,  with  a  suitable  assoi'tment 
of  KuFOpe  and  Surat  goods,  to  Bantam.  The  stock  on  those 
vessels  was  estimated  at  ^^189,000,  chiefly  in  bullion,  with  a 
proportion  of  broad-doths,  lead,  tin,  and  quicksilver,  under 
a  general  order  to  dispose  of  the  goods,  at  such  prices  as  they 
wonld  iHisg  in  the  market,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  to  the 
discharge  of  the  debts  at  interest,  and  the  balance  (whatever 
it  ought  be),  to  the  provision  of  an  investment  for  the  subse- 
quent season ;  in  particular,  to  dispose  of  the  cochineal  at  a 
low  price,  to  prevent  this  article  being  brought  from  IniUa,  by 
the  traders  to  the  Persian  Gulf: — ^in  return,  the  investment 
was  to  consist  of  Surat  piece  goods,  for  which,  however,  a 
lower  price  must  be  paid,  as  these  articles  had  not  so  ready 
a  sale  in  fin^and  as  the  Coromandel  cloths;  that  a  less 
quantity  of  Lahore  indigo  should  be  sent  than  formerly,  be- 
cause the  importations  from  the  West-Indies,  of  this  article, 
had  lowered  the  demand  for  that  of  Lahore ; — and  that  a 
less  quantity  of  lac  would  be  required,  because  the  demand 
for  that  article  had  decreased,  from  the  new  practice  of  using 
wafei%,  instead  of  wax,  for  sealing  letters.^ 

The    Court,    cm  die  subject  of   the  ftn^cations   and  Seamen  not 

Ti  i-i_t.j<-  ,tob«  allowed 

strength  of  the  garrison  at  Bombay,  which  had,  ror  several  to  settle  at 

coloniits  at 
years,  Bombay. 

F     (1)— Letter  ftom  the  Court  to  the  Freudent  and  Council  of  Surat^  5th  March 
i674r7S. 
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greater  care,  than  formerly,  must  be  observed,   in  selecting   ^^^^^;^ 
Aese  cloths,  both  in  their  fineness  and  breadths.  t'>  1674-75. 

From  the  large  stock  remitted  to  Bbngal,  a  proportionate 
investment  was  expected  in  silks  and  saltpetre,  that  country 
affi>rding  those  articles  erf  a  superior  kind,  and,  therefore, 
they  were  not  to  be  purchased,  in  future,  on  the  Coromandel 
Coast,  on  the  Company's  account. 

The  Factm^  in  Bengal  were  authorised,  besides  the 
^65,000  of  stock,  to  take  up  ^20,000  at  interest;  and  such 
proportion  of  this  large  sum  as  might  remain,  after  purchasing 
silks  and  tafiaties  of  a  finer  quality,  (the  black  and  green  silks- 
to  be  under  the  inspection  of  the  English  dyers)  and  six  hun- 
dred tons  of  the  best  saltpetre,  was  to  be  invested  in  white 
sugar,  cotton-yam,  turmeric,  and  bee's-wax,  to  fill  up  any 
spare  tonnage  in  the  ships,  when  they  came  round  from  Masu- 
lipatam  to  Hughly,  to  take  in  their  cargoes.^** 

It  might  have  been  expected,  that  the  Court,  after  the  f„^j"'P"y5^ 
fWl  information  Which  they  had  received  of  the  commercial  Santam  en- 

'  creased,  to 

circumstan<*e8  of  the  A#edcy  of  Ban^aM;  of  the  subordinate  fenewheat- 

•^         J  '  tempt  of 

stations  of  Jambee, ^onquin,  and  Ty^van  ;  of  the  inefiectual  "»<^««'''«- 
attempt  to  open  an  intercourse  with  Japu],  and  of  the  experi-    ' 
ment  of  trade  at  Macao  \  would  have  come  to  the  resolution  of 
vot.  u.  3  A  relinquishing 

(i) — Lettera  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  l?<h 
August  and  23d  December  1674. 

(2)^-Letters  front  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Facton  at  Hughly,  37Ui  Augait  and 
23d  December  1674. 
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landmen,  or  seamen,  as  offered  to  become  settlers,  on  their  chap.  u. 
agreeing  to  assist  in  its  defence,  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  16^4 -^S* 
enable  him  to  reduce  the  garrison  from  sereDty-five  to  fifty 
men  : — ^he  was  also  to  encowage  fishing,  and  always  to  have 
in  store  dried  provisions,  to  prevent  scarcity :  and  though 
civility  and  assistance  were  to  be  shewn  to  such  ships  as  might 
touch  at  the  Isl^td,  the  crews  were  not  to  be  permitted  to 
land,  to  whatever  nation  th^  might  belong.^^ 


The  Foreign  transactions  at  the  Pre«dency  of  Subat,  and  o^iJJo^t 
in  the  Island  of  Bombay,  during  the  season  1674-75,  open  SlS^^'iLi 
with  the  deliberations  and  proceedings  of  the  President  and  ^aSbt^ 
Council,  to  meet  the  difficulties,  which  they  were  experiencing  q,^  ^ 
from  Aurungzebe,  and  from  Sevagee,  not  only  at  Surat,  but  pj*     "" 
on  the  coast  opposite  to  Bombay,  and  in  the  countries  in  the 
vicinity  of  those  ports  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  at  which  the 
Company's  trade  had,  hitherto,  been  carried  on.     From  having 
neither  force  nor  authority  to  take  a  decided  part  in  favor  of 
any  of  those  Princes,  nor  specific  instructions  to  direct  thdr 
commercial  relations  with  them,  it  remained,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  negotiate  with  Sevagee,  far  liberty  and  privileges  of  trade, 
3  A  2  and 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Gorernor  and  CgaocU  of  St.  Helena,    iBth 
Oacember  1674. 


,  knowfi  the  Company's  requests,  he  was  permitted  to  attend 
the  cbranatton  of  Seragee,  which  exhibited  all  the  Eastern 
maguifiGence : — this  erent  ascertains  the  period  when  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Hindoos,  or  Mabrattas,  was  estaUished, 
and  refers  to  the  Asiatic  customs,  which  must  be  observed,  in 
soliciting,  or  receiving,  the  protection  of  an  Eastern  Soverei^. 
By  the  prudent  managem^t  of  .Mr.  Oxinden,  agi-ant  was 

■  Obtained  from  Sevagee,  on  the  12th  June  1674,  conferring 
privileges  of  trade  on  the  Company;    with  an  explanation, 

that 
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ihat  if  thrir  money  should  be  of  sttfii^i<eMt  fineness,   there   6hap.  it. 
could  be  no  difficulty  in-  i^  passing  cuirAit  in  the  'H'lndbo  1674-75. 
dominions,  wtdiout  being  the '  subject  of  a  separate  article 
in  ihe  grwjt.t'*         ;  ' 

This  treaty,  with  Seragee  was  approved  of  by  Fr^ident 
Aungier  and  his  Council,  and  transmitted  to  the  Ooiirt,  ac- 
companied with'  an  explanation  of  the  measures  ^bh:h  he 
proposed  to  adopt,  for  extending  the  trade. 

The  war  between  the  Moguls  and  Patans  continued  to  dis- 
turb the  northern  frontier  provinces  of  the  empire,  and  (as  no* 
ticed  in  the  abstract  of  his  reign)  Aurungzebe  had  proceeded,  in 
person,  to  repel,  rather  than  to  subdue,  that  powerful  people. 

The  trade  with  Persia  having  this  year  failed,  on  accouDt  Mr.Osinden 
of  a  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  Surat  having  beenl6st. 
President  Anngier  attempted  to  revive  the  English  interests 
in  that  kingdom,  by  sending  Mr.  Henry  Oxinden  as  Envoy"; 
and  to  act  as  second  to  the  Agent  at  Gombroon;^ 

Though  the  accounts  of  the  peace  in  Europe  had  reached  J^lmpLfeS" 
Surat,  in  the  course  pf  the  season,  the  sales  of  the  Company's  ^tiiJon"^' 
exports  was  heavy,  from  the  influx  of  similar  articles  by  the  other  |^nfand"tbo 
European  traders,  and  the  purchase  of  Surat  goods,  at  the  '"'*"<'*"* 

prices 

,  (1) — InslToctioni  from  Ihe  Pteiidenl  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  Mr.  Henrj'  Oninden. 

to  negotiate  with  Sevagee  Rajah,  HthMay  1674. Mr.  Oxinden'*  Narrative  of  hii 

Negoiiaiions  wiih  Sevagee,  13th  Ma/  to  13th  June  1674,  (vol.  ixxi.  No.  2879 ) 

(2) — Letter  from  Preiident  Aungier  and  the  Council  at  Bombay  to  the  Court,  20lh 
August  1674. 


( 1  )>-Letler  from  the  Deputy  Preiident  and  Council  U  Sant,  1  ath  October  1 674. 

(a) — Letter  from  the  Dqtuty  Preiident  and  CoDDcil  at  Sorat  to  Bombay,  4th 
November  167*. 

(3) — General  Letter  from  the  Governmeot  at  Bombaj  to  the  Court,  13th  November 
167*. 


ment  of  the  fortifications  had  been  postponed,  from  the  want  Aung'ei-  f« 

•        '  improving 

of  money  to  defray  the  char^,  and  from  the  detection  and  '^•-["f'''" 
punishment  of  a  dangerous  mutiny,  in  Captain  Shaxton's  com- 
pany of  infantry.  This  officer,  it  mil  be  recollected,  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Court,  under  the  strongest  recommen- 
dations, to  take  charge  of  the  military  defence  of  the  Island, 
and,  in  the  event  of  the  President's  absence,  to  act  as  Deputy 
Governor ;  but  he  and  his  subalterns  had  encouraged  disorderly 
proceedings  among  the  soldiers,  who  i^solved  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  unless  thdr  demand  for  a  month's  pay,  (which  they 
affirmed  had  been  promised  to  them  by  the  Court),  should  be 
paid,  and  unless  their  discharge  (as  their  term  of  three  years 
had  expired)  should  be  granted  to  them.  On  discovering  this 
mutiny.  President  Aungier  acted  with  equal  prudence  and 
firmness  :  prudence,  in  consenting  to  grant  the  demands ;  and 
firmness,  in  brin^ig  the  principal  ringleaders  to  trial  before  a 

court 

(I)— General  Letter  from  the  Government  of  Bombay  to  the  Court,  30th  March 
I074'73.-^—  General  Letten  from  the  Preiidencj  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  Qth  and  lllb 
Jaouaiy  l&JA-7t,  and  35th  March  \67S, 


the  King's  and  Company's  service. 

President  Aungier's  attention  was  next  directed  to  improre 
the  revenues  of  the  Island,  by  the  establishment  of  a  mintj 
by  &rming  the  customs,    and  by  taking  measures  for  the 

introduction 

(1) — Letter  from  Preiident  Anogier  and  Council  at  Bombay  totbeDepatj  Prendent, 
Ice.  at  Surat,  30ib  Augutt  aod  23d  October  1674.'—  General  Letter  bom  Sorat  to 
the  Court,  l6tbl>ecember  1674. 
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cations  were  s^iciently  strong  to  have  made  a  vigorous  rests-  ^X^^^' 
taoce,  yet,  estimating  the  strength  of  the  French  forces  at  1674-75. 
thirteen  bundred  Eorejieans  and  eight  hundred  natives,  the 
Dutch  at  four  thousand  Europeans,  and  the  King  of  Goiconr 
dah's  troops,  acting  in  that  quarter,  at  twelve  thousand  horse 
and  foot,  there  was  every  reason  to  afiprehend  an  attack  on  the 
garrison,  azaountiBgonly  to  two  hundred  andSfty  men,  exclusive 
of  Peons ;  the  Agent  and  CouncH,  therefore,  submitted  to  the 
Court,  the  necessity  of  augmenting  this  force,  to  enable 
them  to  resist  either  European  or  Native  enemias :— <<c»isider- 
ii^,  besides,  the  difficulties  which,  during  the  war,  they  had 
experienced,  and  like  cairtion  and  reserve  reqaired  towards  the 
French,  thou^  ^hes,  yet  dangerous  nei^bours,  and  the 
equal  caution  towards  the  Dutch,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
restoration  of  peace  in  Europe,  were  ^iranies  in  India; 
and  supported  by  a  supoior  force  by  land,  raid  sea,  the 
Fort  ought  to  be  strengthened,  and  the  garrison  rendered 
eflfective. 

From  tfae  whole  of  the  French  and  Dati^  transactionB,  diis 
season,  it  sq^peared,  that  though  alternately  allies  to  the  Ki^- 
lish,  both  were  real  enemies ;  and  that  the  Portuguese,  during 
the  wars  of  the  European  Maritime  States,  having  been 
rdieved  from  the  oppressions  of  the  Dutch,  were  making 
exertions  to  re-establish  their  maritime  and  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  natives  : — the  burden  thus  fell  on  the  En^ish, 
who,  with  heavy  charges,  had  to  hold  out  against  their  Euro- 
3  B  2  pean 


^74  Annals  6f  thb  hokorabls 


1675-76. 


CHAP.  11.  For  several  years,  the  measures  devfefed  by  the  Court  of 

1675-76.  Directors,  and  those  which  their  foreign  Presidencies  found 
adrainistrati-  practicable,   have  been  discovered  to  be  at  variaAc^.    iThfs 

on  formed  for 

Surat  and      Opposition   could  only  be  explained  by  the  difierent  circum- 

Bombaj* 

stances  in  which  each  was  placed  : — to  remedy  these  evik,  the 
Court,  this  season,  directed  its  attention  to  the  formation  of 
a  more  regular  system  of  administration  at  Surat  and  at 
Bombay,  by  fixing  the  rank  of  their  servants  on  the  principle 
of  Seniority^  as  the  rule  of  succession  to  offices  of  trust,  and 
next,  by  connecting  the  civil  and  military  service  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  place  the  chief  authority  in  the  former,  but  to 
render  the  duties  of  the  latter  subservient  to  the  preservation 
of  the  settlements,  and  promotion  of  trade. 

With  the  view  of  preventing  disputes  about  succession, 
the  Court  framed  the  following  regulations :  — "  For  the 
"  advancement  of  our  Apprentices,  we  direct  that,  after  they 
'^  have  served  the  first  five  yeares,  they  shall  have  ^10  per 
*^  annum,  for  the  two  last  yeares ;  and  having  served  those 
^*  two  yeares,  to  be  entertayned,  one  yeare  longer,  as  Wri- 
^'  ters,  and  have  Writers'  sallary;  and  having  served  that 
*^  yeare,  to  enter  into  y'  degree  of  Factors,  which  otherwise 

*^  would 
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**  would  haye  been  ten  yeares.  And  knowing,  that  a  dis-  ^^[^^l;;^- 
/*  ^KtioD  of  titles  is,  in  vaanj  respects,  necessary,  we  do  1675 -7'6. 
'*'  order,  that  when  the  Apprentices  hare  served  their  times, 
**  they  be  irtiled  Wrijtera ;  and  when  the  Writers  hare  served 
,"  Uiev  times,  they  foe  stiled  Factors  i  and  Factors,  having 
"  served  their  times,  to  be  atUed  Merchants ;  and  Merchants, 
**  havitig  served  their  times,  to  be  stiled  S^or  Merchants" 

With  the  object  of  cmuiecting  the  civil  and  miUtary  ser- 
vice, and  voting  the  authority  in  the  former,  it  was  ordered, 
that  though  Captain  Langford,  who  had  been  chief  military 
ic^cer  at  Bombay,  had  been  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the 
Gotmcil,  ^s,  in  U}e  Case  of  a  vacancy,  was  not  to  be 
founded  on  as  a  jHrecedent ;  and  that  the  civil  servants  were 
ta  i4>ply  themselves  to  acquire  a  knowledge  oS  military  disci- 
pline, that,  in  the  evept,  either  of  any  sudden  attack,  or  of 
bcnig  ^nmd  better  qualified  for  military,  than  for  dvU  duties, 
they  mi^t  receive  comnmsioos,  and  have  the  pay  of  miUtary 
officers,  till  the  pleasure  of  the  Court  should  be  known.  <'> 

The  shippiDc^  taken  up  for  this  Presidency  amounted  to  Squtpmenis. 

''^  ^^  f^  J  gtock,  aod 

five  sail,  or  two  dftonsand  three  hundred  aad  fifty  tons,  and  commercial 

JQitructions  . 

the  stock,  in  iroods  and  money,  was  estimated  at  ^96,500  :  '°  ^"ra'  ^nd 

^  ■  Bombay. 

— ^hisaumwas,  in  the  first  io^iiattce,  to  be  apphed  U>  dis- 

ehAige  the  debts  at  interest,    which  had  been  contracted 

for  tlie   investment    of  the    preceding  year;    the   residue, 

under 

(I)— Letter*  from  the  Couitto  the  P««<Ieiit  and  Council  ofSniat,  KthJnly  1675; 
«nl  Btb  Marcb  1675-;S. 
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per  cent,  for  the  fortifications,  on  the  general  produce  of  the  chap.ii. 
Island  exported,  they  referred  it  to  the  consideration  of  Pre-  1675-76*, 
sident  Aungier,  and  the  Council  of  Surat,  to  report  (as  this 
duty  might  press  on  trade)  whether  it  might  not  be  preferable 
to  levy  a  moderate  tax  on  provisions  of  all  kinds : — The 
Court,  before  coming  to  any  positive  resolutions  on  this 
subject,  desired,  also,  that  a  report  might  be  sent,  on  the 
method  by  which  the  Dutch  levied  the  duties  of  customs- 
at  Batavia,  it  having  been  productive,  and  equal  to  the  main- 
tenance of  that  great  establishment.  O 

The  Court  next  took  into  their  consideration,  the  report 
which  tliey  had  received  on  the  trade  to  Persia,  which,  in 
substance,  was, — that  unless  this  trade  could  be  protected  by 
armed  ships,  neither  the  privileges  which  had  formerly  been 
acquired,  could  be  acted  on,  nor  the  moiety  of  the  customs 
at  Gombroon  recovered ;  and,  therefore,  ordered,  that  two 
of  the  ships,  which  had  been  consigned  to  Surat,  and  suffi' 
ciently  armed  for  service  in  the  Gulf  oi  Persia,  and  on  which 
broad-cloths,  tin,  &c.  had  been  sent,  to  iacilitate  exchanges 
at  Gombroon,  should  proceed  to  that  port,  to  which  directions 
had  been  given  to  provide  Persian  silks,  Caramania  wool,  &c. 
and  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  customs.  W 
VOL.  IX.  .  3  C  A  similar 

(1)— Letter!  from  the  Coml  to  the  Presidenl  aod  Conocil  of  Surat,  13th  July  1675^ 
and  eth  March  l673-?d. 

(2) — Letter  from  tbe  Court  to  the  Preiideot  and  Coancil  of  Surat,  6th  March 

167S-76- Letter  from  tbe  Court  to  th«  Agent  and  CoODcil  at  GomlKOOD,  l6th  Sep- 

■eoiber  1673,  and  1  Itb  March  iGjS-ye. 
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them,  in  their  future  instructions,  to  issue  positive  and  pre-  ^^^3' 

cise  orders.  1676-76. 

The  equipments  consigned  to  Fort  St.  Geoi^,  this  sea-  Emiipmenta 

son,  consisted  of  five  ships,   or  two  thousand  one  hundred  theCoroman- 

^  '  del  Coast  and 

and  forty  tons,  and  the  stock,  in  bullion  and  goods,  was  Bengal. 
estimated  at  ^235,000,  of  which  the  appropriations  were, — 
5^15,000  in  goods,  and  5^106,000  in  bullion,  for  Fort  St. 
George;  ^30,000  in  bullion,  and  ^23,000  in  goods,  for 
Masulipatam  ;  and  .^67,000  in  bullion,  for  the  Bay  of  Ben- 
gal : — it  was  farther  required,  that  the  Europe  goods  sent 
to  Madras  should  be  disposed  of,  at  such  rates,  as  would 
have  the  ejSect  of  diminishing  the  price  of  Coast  goods 
intended  for  Surat  or  for  Europe,  and  that  a  preference 
should  be  given  to  the  cloths  obtained  at  Masulipatam, 
which  were  in  request  at  the  home  sales ;  but  the  small  pro- 
portion of  Coast  cloths  intended  for  Bantam,  should  be  of 
the  kinds  in  demand  at  that  port.  ('^ 

The  orders  to  Bengal,  in  1675-76,  were  in  substance : 
— that  the  Factors  were  to  form  a  collection  of  the  Phir- 
maunds  under  which  they  had  enjoyed  privileges  of  trade; — 
ttiat  they  were  to  establish  the  same  gradations  of  rank  - 
among  their  servants,  as  at  Fort  St  George  and  Sur^t ;  and 
that  they  were  to  draw  on  the  Court  for  ^€20,000,  in  addition  to 
3  C  2  the 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent 'and  Coancil  at  Port  St.   George,   I^lh 

August,  and  24th  December  167s, CommiiiioD  and  Initructions  lo  Mr,  SUejoibam 

Maiterj  I&b  December  1675, 
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^^^^'  armies^  in  the  war  against  the  Patans,  it  might  have  been 
1675-7^-  expected,  would  have  enabled  President  Aungier  to  ex- 
tend the  Company's  trade;  but  circumstances  renckred  it 
impracticable  to  realize  his  wdl-concerted  plans  : — Seva- 
gee  stiU  continued  in  the  field,  and  was  threatening  Surat, 
and  the  Mogul  armies  had  not  returned,  to  protect  that 
city,  or  the  district  in  which  it  was  situated;  the  coun* 
tries,  also,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ports,  on  the  Malabar  Coast, 
at  which  the  Company  had  Factories,  were,  at  the  same  time, 
exposed  to  devastations,  by  the  detachments  of  Sevagee's  army, 
employed  in  overawing  ihe  petty  Chiefs,  and  though  the 
Rajahs,  or  Chiefs  of  the  districts,  near  Camapoly  and  Porcat, 
bad  offered  to  furnish  several  hundred  tons  of  pepper  for  the 
Company's  investment,it  was  on  condition  of  a  fcnrce  being  sent 
to  support  them  against  the  violence  di  the  Dutch. 

Under  ch*cumstances  so  unfavourable  to  trade,  it  was  widi 
much  difficulty,  notwithstanding  the  large  stock  sent  from  Eu- 
rope, that  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  could  provide 
cargoes  for  the  four  ships  which  had  arrived  from  England  ;— 
the  proportion  of  pepper  and  cloths,  expected  from  Carwar, 
could  not  be  received,  because  the  neighbouring  districts  had 
been  laid  waste  by  a  body  of  Sevagee's  troops : — the  Factors 
at  Calicut  had  been  obstructed  in  the  purchase  of  those 
articles  by  the  Dutch ;  and  the  rainy  season  had  prevented  the 
arrival  of  the  caravans,  which  brought  the  indigo,  and  other 
goods,  from  Agra:   causes  which  had  obliged  the  P^sident 

and 
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and  Council  to  fill  up  the  tonnage  with  such  articles  as  they  ^"*5.."' 
could  draw  from  Ahmedabad  and  Cambaya,  or  purchase  from  1675  -7^- 
the  Dutch,  at  advanced  prices.  This  unfavourable  state  of 
the  Indian  market -was  also  rendered  worse,  by  competi- 
tions in  the  sale  of  Burope  produce,  occasioned  by  the  arrival 
oS  three  ships  of  the  French  Company,  and  four  Dutch  ships, 
the  cargoes  of  which  had  brought  the  prices  lower  than  prime 

C06t. 

On  reviewing  these  circumstances.  President  Aungier,  president 
and  the  Council  of  Surat,  framed  a  report  on  the  state ,  of  the  pon  on  tiie 

irt  I  1       •       1  -  ■  ■  .         trade  ■!  Surat 

Company^s  trade,  m  the  countnes,  and  at  the  ports,  more  im-  «adit>depea<- 
mediatdy  under  their  administration,  which,  io  substance, 
stated; — that  it  was  impossiUe  iiot  to  divide  the  Company'i! 
stock  into  small  portions,  becJuise  the  goods  were  to  be  col- 
lected  from  various  points  ; — ^that  it  was  not  less  impossible  to 
derive  prc^t,  to  the  amount  expected  by  the  Court,  from  the 
sale  of  Europe  goods ; — that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty, 
money  could  be  borrowed,  from  the  convulsed  state  of  the  coon- 
try  having  almost  ruined  the  trade  of  the  native  merchants ; 
and,  therefore,  that  conunerce  had  declined,  from  causes  which 
could  not  be  controlled  by  the  Directors  at  home,  or  by  their 
servants  abroad : — to  obviate  these  evils,  there  appeared  to  be 
one  practicable  remedy,  only ;  or  the  reducing  the  tonnage,  or 
exports  and  imports,  for  a  few  years,  till  the  goods  in  the 
warehouses,  both  at  Surat  and  in  England,  could  be  sold  off: 
this  would  have  the  effect  of  reviving  demands  for  Europe 

goods, 
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^^P^.   goods,   and  of  lowering  the  prices  of  Indian  produce,   and 
1675-76.  would  bring  back  the  trade  to  the  principle  of  quick  exchanges, 

upon  which  all  commercial  profits  must  rest: — this  opinion 
was  illustrated,  by  a  comparison  of  the  rates  of  purchases, 
at  Surat,  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  at  Bantam: — ^at 
Surat,  the  Dutch,  French,  Danes,  Armenians,  and  Arabians, 
participated  in  the  trade ;  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  at 
Bantam,  though  the  weight  of  the  Dutch  influence,  and  the 
amount  of  their  funds,  gave  them  a  preponderance,  the  Com- 
pany, particularly  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  had  a  less  divided 
share  in  the  market 

From  these  causes,  the  investment,  this  season,  was  less 
considerable  than  the  Court  might  have  expected ;  but  the 
utmost  exertions  would  be  used,  at  Surat  and  at  its  dependen- 
cies, to  provide  a  fuller  investment  for  the  subsequent  year.<^> 
Report  on  the  The  Unsettled  state  of  the    government    in  the  Island 

civil  and  mill-      g*     -^  ii  i  ii-i-n- 

tary  adminis-  of   BoMBAY   had,    for  aunost    three   years,    obliged   Presi- 

tration  re- 
quired for      dent  Aungier  to  reside  on  that  Island,  and  to  leave  the  manage- . 

Bombay. 

ment  of  the  Company's  interests  at  Surat,  to  the  Council.  On 
his  return  to  Surat,  in  September  16/5,  the  instructions  which 
he  framed,  and  left  with  the  Deputy  Grovemor  and  his  Council, 
afford  a  distinct  view  of  the  situation  of  afiairs  at  Bombay. 
After  the  President  had  suppressed  the  mutiny,  and  intro- 
duced 

(1)— Letters  from  the  President  and  Council  at  Surat  to  the  Court,  lOtk  and  26th 
October,  17th  November,  and  6th  December^  1675,  and  17th  and  26th  January,  and 
2d  February  1675-76. 
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duced  regularity  into  the  administration,  he  placed  before  chap.il 
the  Court  an  account  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island,  1675-76- 
consisting  of  the  following  classes ; — ^the  English  garrison 
and  settlers ;  the  Portuguese,  who  had  remained  after  the 
cession ;  and  a  mixed  assemblage  of  Hindoo,  M ahomedan, 
and  Parsee  inhabitants  : — ^he  next  took  a  view  of  the  great  ob- 
ject of  the  Company,  or  the  rendering  Bombay  an  emporium  of 
trade,  and  recommended,  that  the  regulations  which  had  been 
established  for  the  garrison  and  for  the  English  settlers, 
should  be  the  general  rule  of  the  government  j  but,  as  it 
would  be  difficult  to  reduce  the  mixed  classes  of  the  other  in- 
habitants under  these  regulations,  it  would  be  proper  to  form 
them  into  something  like  the  English  incorporations,  and  to 
direct  them  to  elect  five  persons,  who  were  to  become  their 
representatives,  to  hear  and  prepare  their  different  claims  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Governor  and  Council ;  and  these  per- 
sons to  be  responsible  for  all  tumults,  or  disorderly  conduct, 
of  the  classes  of  inhabitants  whom  they  represented : — by  this 
expedient.  President  Aungier  trusted,  that  a  general  confi- 
dence woidd  be  created  in  the  Company's  government.  With 
the  object  of  encouraging  the  trade  of  the  Island,  he  re- 
commended that  forbearance  and  moderation  should  be  ob- 
served, in  levying  the  duties  of  customs,  rents,  licences,  &c., 
but  calculated,  that  the  revenue  would  amount  to  107,000 
xeraphins  per  annum : — ^he,  also,  recommended,  that  while  the 
most  firm  conduct  was  required,  in  resisting  the  obstructions  of 
VOL.  II.  3D  the 


trade  with  Persia  could  be  most  effectually  revived,  by  the 
employment  of  force,  or  by  treaty ;  and,  m  the  transactions  of 
the  Court  this  season,  we  found  that  two  of  the  ships  consigned 
to  Surat  had  been  armed  for  service  in  the  Persian  Gulf, 
and  had  taken  in  goods  suited  to  that  market ; — the  Presi- 
dency, therefore,  took  into  consideration  the  expediency  of 

adopting 

fl) — Leiten  from  the  Preiident  and  Council  of  Sarat  to  the  Governor  and  Council  at 

Bombay,  15th  and  28lh  June  lHJS. Letter  from  the  GoTernor  and  Council  at  Boai> 

bay  to  the  President  and  CouDcit  at  Surat,  4th  June  1675.—^  Inslruclions  from  President 
Aongterto  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  at  Bombay,  28th  September  1673>     (Vol. 

xxsi.  No.  2958). Letters  from  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  the 

Coart,  2<Ilh  November  I675,  and  eih  Januaty  l^S-76. 


y 
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adopting  either  forcible  or  pacific  measures ;  and  reported  to  CHAP.  II. 
the  Court,  that  the  propriety  of  hostilities  rested  on  the  kind  1675-76- 
of  wariare  which  was  practicable,  and  on  that  warfare  being 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  not  in  that  of  the  Compmiy  ; — that 
hostilities  could  consist  only  in  the  blockade  of  the  Persian  ports, 
particularly  Gombroon,  the  Company  not  being  provided  with 
any  military  force  to  make  an  impression  on  shore ; — that, 
even  this  limited  warfare,  must  be  proceeded  in  with  caution, 
to  avoid  ^ving  o^nce  to  the  Mogul  and  to  his  subjects,  or  ad- 
vantage being  taken  of  it  by  the  Portuguese,  who  were  uniformly 
obstructing  the  English  trade,  or  by  the  Dutch,  who  woidd 
prosecute  the  trade  to  Gombroon,  and  endeavour  to  engross  it;. 
— ihat  the  other  expedient,  of  treaty,  might  be  attempted, 
upon  the  principle  of  recovering  the  moiety  of  the  customs 
at  Gombroon,  or  by  proposing  to  the  King  of  Persia, 
either  that  he  should  allow  three  thousand  tomands,  or 
^^,000  sterling,  per  annum,  in  lieu  thereof;  (in  which  case, 
the  Company's  ships  were  to  be  subjected,  as  well  as  others,  to 
the  port  duties ;)  or  that  the  customs  on  all  goods  bdonging  to, 
or  freighted  by  the  English,  should  be  wholly  appropriated  to  the 
Company  : — the  Presidency  having  these  views,  recommended 
to  the  Court  the  attempt  at  negotiation,  rather  than  hostilities ; 
and  preferred  the  first  alternative,  or  the  annual  receipt  of 
three  thousand  tomands,  which  would  be  a  certain  sum  in 
peace  or  war,  to  the  appropriation  of  the  customs,  which, 
3  D  2  though 


1676-77. 


The  in&nnation  which  reached  the  Court  of  Directors,  chap.  ir. 
OD  the  state  of  the  war  between  the  Mogul  and  Sevagee,  and  \&JQ-TJ. 
on  the  difficulties  under  which  the  trade  had  been  placed,  in-  and  stock  to 

SuratluDitedi 

duced  them  to  recede  from  the  large  scale  of  commerce,  which  from  the  con- 

Tolted  state  of 

they  had  adopted  for  several  years,  and  to  revert  to  the  ancient  the  conntrie* 

in  its  Ticinitj. 

system,  of  accommodating  their  commercial  speculations  to 
the  prices  at  which  the  purchases  for  the  investment  could 
be  e^cted  abroad,  and  to  the  prices,  which  their  imports 
brought  at  the  home  s^es : — ^in  this  way,  they  hoped  to  clear 
their  warehouses  at  Surat,  and  in  England,  and  to  improve 
their  general  credit. 

On  this  contracted  plan,  they  ordered  the  President  and 
Council  of  SuBAT  to  purchase  the  most  marketable  goods 
only; — to  reduce  the  number  of  their  servants,  particularly 
at  the  stations  of  Carnapoly  and  Carwar,  and  always  to 
employ  the  smallest  possible  number  of  soldiers,  as  guards  to 
their  houses  of  trade  ;  though  the  precarious  circumstances  in 
the  countries  in  which  these  houses  were  situated,  rendered  a 
small  guard  indispensable. 

The 
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CHAFUi.  The  equipments  and  stock  for  the  season  \&JQ-'77y  co>^- 

1676 -77-  sisted  of  three  ships^  or  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty  tons, 

and  the   estimated  stock  at    5^97,000  only,    of  which  the 
proportion  in  goods  was  ^69,500,  and  in  bullion  j^27,500.(*> 
Charter  ob-  The  measures  adopted  for  thfe  Government  of  Bombay, 

tained    from    ,      .  ,  . 

the  King,  for  dunng  this   scason,    were : — ^that    the    charges   were  to  be 

establishing  a 

mint  at  Bom-  abridged^  as  their  amount  had  exceeded  even  that  of  the  im- 

bay. 

proved  revenues ; — ^that  the  aggressions  of  the  Portuguese,  at 
Tannah  and  Caranjah,  having  been  represented  to  the  King 
in  Council,  letters  from  His  Majesty,  on  the  basis  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Privy  Council,  had  been  transmitted  to  the 
Prince  Royal  of  Portugal,  and  to  the  Viceroy  of  Groa,  re- 
quiring forbearance  from  exactions  of  this  description ;  and 
the  Presidency  of  Surat  were  authorized,  by  such  means  as 
they  could  employ,  to  resist  the  payment  of  them  : — ^the  King's 
authority  had  also  been  granted  to  the  Company,  by  His 
Letters  Patent,  dated  5th  October  1676,  (28th  of  Charles 
II.),  to  establish  a  mint  at  Bombay,  at  which  they  were 
empowered  to  coin  "  rupees,  pice,  and  budgrooks,'*  which 
were  to  pass  current,  not  only  on  the  Island,  but  in  all  the 
dependencies  of  the  Company  in  the  East-Indies.  Forty 
additional  recruits  had  been  embarked  on  the  ^ips  of  the 

season,  to  render  the  garrison  efEcient.^^> 

After 

(l)-»Letter8  from  the  Court  to  the  Presideot  and  Council  of  Surat^   28th  June  and 
25th  August  1676,  and  7th  March  1676-77. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Surat,  7th  March 

1676-77. 


EAST-INHXA     COHFANT.  393 

A^er.  considermg  the  reasons  for  war,  or  negotiation,    ^hap.ii. 
tnih  Persia,  detailed  in  the  Surat  report  of  last  season,  the  ^^6-77- 

Orders  for 

Ckmrt  prererred  the  expedient  of  negotiation  to  hostilities ;   and  entering  into 

Dcgoliationa 

eKplaiped,  that,  under   treaty,    they  would  be  satisfied  with  «ith  Persia, 

forrecovering 

obtaining  one  thousand  tomands  per  annum,  as  the  moiety  of  ti>e  arrears  of 

castonu. 
the  customs  at  Gombroon;  and,  should  the  Portuguese  con- 
tinue to  refuse  passes  to  the  native  junks  going  to  that  port, 
the  Presidency  of  Surat  were  to  refiise  their  passes  to  native 
vessels  going  to  the  Portuguese  port  of  Cong,  in  the  Persian 
Gylfj  a  rescJution  which  the  Presidency  were  to  intimate  to  the 
Govonor  of  Surat/'^ 

The  instructions  to  the  Agency  of  f  oet  St.  Geobge  Commercial 
{ffoceeded,  in  this  season,  cm  the  same  limited  scale  of  trade,  equipmenu' 
which  had  been  adopted  for  Surat ;    cobsiderable  difficulty.  Fort  St. ' 
however,  was  experienced,  in  framing  instracticms,  from  the 
want  of  infcmuation,  or  any  report  from  the  Commissioners 
sent  to  examine  the  state  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  Ma-^ 
suHpatam  and  in  Bengal,  and  from  not  being  possessed  o£ 
the  result  of  the  applications  which  had  been  made  to  the 
vol,.  II.  3  B  King 

1676-77. (Copy).  Letter  from  King  Charles  to  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  10th  March 

1676- r?-"^  Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  the  Petition  of  (he  East-India  Company, 
relative  to  Bombay,  33d  Febmarj  1676-77—^  Letters  Patent  granted  to  the  East-India 
Company,  for  establishing  a  Mint  at  Bombay,  5th  October  1676,  (erroneoosly  printed 
1^77,)  — (I^inted  CollectioD  of  Charters,  page  108.) 

(l)--'Letter  from  tbe   Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Snrst,  7th  March 

1676-77- Letter  from  IheCourttotheAgent  and  Factors  at  Gombroon,  7th  March 

1676-77.  Minula  of  Conndl,  12th  February  ]  676-77, 
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behaved  with  sobriety  and  regularity,  it  was  recommended  ^^^^'^V 
to  the  Comi:^  that  a  proportion  of  them,  being  Protestants,  1676-77- 
should  annually  be  embarked  Hie  fatigue  of  marching  in- 
^uitry^  in  a  hot  climate,  having  cut  off  numbers,  it  was  re- 
solved to  raise  a  small  troop  of  horse,  and  to  give  the  com- 
mand of  it  to  Captain  Keigwin,  the  former  Grovernor  of  St. 
Helena  : — it  was  also  in  contemplation,  to  establish  a  militia, 
for  the  better  defenoe  of  the  Island ;  but  it  would  require 
time,  and  much  prudence,  to  reconcile  the  inhabitants  to 
this  institution.  (^)  la  the  course  of  the  season,  however, 
this  expedient  had  been  tried,  and  six.  hundral  men  embodied, 
tlie  chai^ges  of  which  would  be  defrayed  by  about  one 
hundred  of  the  principal  land-owners  on  the  Island.  (^> 

Two  armed  ships  had  been  sent  to  protect  the  trade  in 
the  Persian  Gulf,  and  at  the  port  of  Gtombeook  ;  it  being  ex- 
plained to  the  King  of  Persia,  that  the  Company's  right  to  the 
customs  had  been  granted  for  their  former  services  at  Ormus, 
and  that  the^  char^  of  those  ships  must  be  paid,  in  addition  to 
the  amount  of  customs  then  due,  otherwise  the  protection  of 
the  port,  by  the  Bnglisfa,  would  be  withdrawn : — any  refusal 
of  this  demand,  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  Persia,  would  be 
ccmsideced  as  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  hostilities.  (^> 
VOL.  !!•  3F  The 

(1)— ^^etter  from  the  Piesideoey of  Stxr^t.to  the  Courts    23d  and  23d  January 

1676-77. 

(2) — Letters  from  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  the  Court,  24tb 
Jmuary  and  igth  March  1676-77. 

(3)— Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Courts  22d  September  J  676, 
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GHAivn.   season)  to  be  provided  for  the  myestment  of  the  subsequent 
1677-78.  year.O) 
Garrison   of         The  Govemor  of  St.  Hblena  was  ordered  to  form  the 

St.     Helena 

formed  into  crarrisoD  into  two  companies,  and  to  continue  his  exaiions  for 

two    compa-  ^  * 

°>c>*  training  the  inhabitants  to  arms,  for  the  defence  of  the  Island ; 

the  alienation  of  lands  was  prohibited,  unless  after  seven  years 
possession/^ 


^r^i^^A^^*  The  summary  of  foreign  events,  under  the  administration 

^'""^n^l)?^'  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  for  the  season  1677 '7^>  furnishes 
^%^^d  *^  scarcely  any  'commercial  information,  and  only  one  great 
^y-  political  event.     In  so  far  as  regarded  the  European  opponents 

of  the  Company,  the  President  stated,  that  there  had  not 
been  any  arrivals  of  French  ships,  the  credit  of  that  people 
having  declined  ; — ^that  the  Dutch  shipping  and  trade,  either 
from  Europe,  or  from  the  Eastward,  though  considerable, 
had  not  materially  affected  the  sales  or  purchases ; — that 
difficulties  still  continued,  in  providing  the  investments  along 
the  Malabar  Coast  (Carwar,  Calicut,  &c.)  and  that  the 
provision  of  the  cargoes  ordered  from  Surat  for  Bantam  and 
the  Eastward,  had  been  injured,  by  the  arrival  of  the  King  of 

Bantam's 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantatt,  23d  January,  and 
I5tb  March  1677-78. 

(2)-^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Goyemor  of  St  Helena^  15th  March  1(^7*79. 
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Bantam's  ships  with  produce  at  Snrat,  and  carrying  thence    ^JJ;^J[JJ' 
goods,  to  rival  the  Company's  sales  at  Bantam; — ^that  the  1677 -78» 
trade  between  Surat  and  the  Gulf  of  Persia  had  rather  worn  a 
better  aspect,  the  imports  and  exports,  to  and  from  GirombrooD, 
having  turned  out  more  profitable  than  in  the  p]feceding  season ; 
and   t)iat   the  purchases  at  Ahmedabad,  Broach,  &c.,  had 

been  provided  with  less  interruption  than  usual. 

* 

The  conquests  of  Sevagee,  in  this  season,  had  been 
chiefly  in  the  Camatic,  which  had  diverted  his  army  from 
Surat;  but  his  generals  continued  at  Rairee,  in  such  force,^ 
as  to  lead  to  an  opinion  that  his  power  would  soon  extend  from* 
Surat  to  Cape  Comorin. 

These  dispatches  expressed  the  regrets  of  t^e  Presidency 
for  the  death  of  Mr.  Aungier,  on  the  30th  June  1677^  Ae^ 
loss  of  whose  talents  and  integrity  the  remaining  Members  of 
Council  at  Smrat  (two  only)  considered  to  be  a  public  calamity; 
for  to  him  they  ascribed,  amid  a  succession  of  difficulties,  the 
merit  of  having  preserved  the  English  trade  for  the  last 
sixteen  years*.  The  adpoiinistration  of  the  Presidency  de- 
volved on  Mr.  Rolt,  the  Agent  at  Gombroon,  agreeably  to- 
the  Court's  appointment,^  and  the  Grovemment  of  Bombay  ion> 
Mr.  Hfenry  Oxinden.<*> 

Ther 


(l>— Letters  from  the  Ererideocj  of  Sunt  to  the  Courts  Marob  to  31tt  Aog«st«, 
3l8t  Deocmber  166;^  19ih  January,  <Hh  Febmarj,  18th  March  l(^>;a,  and  8d  April; 


\  • 
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1678-79. 


The  resolutions  upon  which   the  Court  founded  their  chaf/ii. 
instructions  to  their  Foreign  Settlements^  in  the  season  1678-  1678-79. 
79,  were  partly  drawn  from  the  political  relations  of  England,  J°*t™*£^' 
with  the  Maritime  Powers  in  Europe,  (detailed  in  a  preceding  ^^^^  ^^^ 
part  of  this   Chapter,)    and  partly  from  the  disappointment  {bTresai/of 
the  Company  had  experienced  in  the  returns  for  the  large  Jenc^atNi- 
stock  which  had  heen  sent  to  Surat,  a  considerable  proportion  '°^^^"- 
of  which  had  been  required  for  the  fortifications  at  Bombay, 
that  this  Island  might   not  be  endangered  by  any  attack  of 
European,  or  of  Indian  enemies. 

The  instructions  to  Surat,  drawn  from  the  relative  cir^ 
cumstances  of  the  European  powers,  went  to  one  point  only,  or 
to  postpone  large  investments,  till  authentic  information  should 
reach  them,  that  the  Treaty  of  Nimeguen  had  been  ratified^ 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  order  the  homeward-bound  ships  to 
observe  the  same  precautions,   as  during  an  actual  war. 

The  resolutions,  regarding  Surat  and  Bombay,    appear  Presidency  of 
have  arisen  from  a  review  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  Su-  ^^  *^  ^"  , 

*       "^  Agency,  and 

rat,  during  the  sixteen  years  of  Sir  George  Oxinden's,  and  [{j^^^^fj®*  ®^ 
of  President  Aunener's  administrations.  vants  dimi- 

o  nisbed. 

3  H  2  On 
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^^^'^;  On    a    retrospect    of  these  Annals^  it   will    be   foimd^ 

1678 -79*  that,    on    the   first  transfer    of   Bombay,    by    the    Crown, 

to  the  Company,  the  equipments  and  stock  had  been  aug- 
mented, and  the  trade  placed  on  a  large  scale,  and  that  the 
proceedings  of  Mr.  Aungier,  and  the  Council  of  Surat,  had 
annually  received  the  approbation  of  the  Court ; — ^that  it 
had  been  specifically  enjoined,  that  Bombay  should  be  made 
a  seat  of  government  and  of  trade,  impregnable  against  any 
attacks  of  the  Native  Powers  or  States,  and,  by  its  fortifica* 
tions,  put  in  a  situation,  to  resist  any  European  enemy.  On 
the  same  retrospect  it  will  be  found,  that  the  wars  be- 
tween the  Mogul  and  Sevagee,  during  the  whole  of  this 
period,  had  continued,  and  though  the  Surat  trade,  by 
the  exertions  of  President  Aungier  and  his  Council,  had  been 
preserved,  both  at  its  seat,  and,  in  general,  in  its  depen- 
dencies on  the  Malabar  Coast,  yet  that  both  had  been  exposed 
to  frequent  interruptions,  and  to  heavy  losses  ;  and  that  these 
interruptions  and  losses,  whether  occasioned  by  the  wars 
between  the  Maritime  Powers  in  Europe,  or  those  between 
the  Native  Powers,  had  rendered  the  charges  for  fortifying 
Bombay  unavoidable,  and  the  investments  frequently  preca- 
rious, by  the  sales  of  Europe  produce  being  uncertain,  and 
the  prices  of  Indian  articles  fluctuating. 

These  facts  do  not  appear,  however,  to  have  had  their  full 
weight  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Court  in  this  season,  because 
the  returns  from  the  large  stock  had  not,  as  yet,  been  received, 

and 


to  be  sent  to  Amoy  and  Tywan ;  fifty  thousand  doUan,  in  M* 
lion,  and  twenty  thousand,  in  goods,  to  Tonquin  ;  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  in  bullion,  and  fifteen  thousand,  iB'goode,  to 
Siam.  From  the  disturbed  state  of  the  govemmen't  at  Tywan 
and  Amoy,  on  account  of  the  wars  between  the  Tartars  and 
Chinese,  the  Agents  were  ordered  rather  to  lure  houses  for  the 
accommodation  of  trade,  than  to  build  Factories  :—anotha 
experiment  might  be  made,  of  trade  to  Siam  and  Tonquin, 
to  ascertain  whether  Europe  goods  would  sell,  or  invest- 
ments be  procured,  that  would  yield  a  profit ;  but,  in.  this 
speculation,  the  Agent  and  Council  were  vested  with  discr^ 
tionary  powers  to  withdraw  that  trade,  according  to  circum- 
stances.  - 

The  Viceroy  of  Canton  having,  by  letters,  offered  the 
English  at  Bantam  admission  to  trade,  the  Court  ordered  that 

ureapectfiU 
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which  the  iDTestments  had  hitherto  been  drawn,  or  even  a  chat,  i:. 
detachment  to  protect  Suratj^hence  the  stores  of  Europe  1678-73 
goods,  and  the  prodqce  provided  for  investments,  had  been 
removed  to  Swally,  that  they  might  be  more  easily  put  on 
board  the  ships : — Stru^ling,  thus,  for  the  Company's  inte- 
rest, the  Agent  and  Cowicil  of  Surat  complained  of  the  hard- 
ship of  the  reduction  of  their  rank  as  a  Presidency,  after  it 
had,  for  so  many  years,  and  under  so  many  dangers,  been 
held  up,  as  the  principal  seat  of  the  Company's  government 
Qud  trade  in  the  East-Indies.  <'* 

The  information  from  Bombay  was  not  less  alarm-  Difficulty  of 
ing: — the  weavers  were  so  poor,  that,  without  some  ad-  bayMdin" 
vances,  manufactures  could  not  proceed  : — the  diamond  mer- 
chants could  not  be  persuaded  to  settle  at  Bombay,  while  Se- 
vagee  occupied  the  countries  on  the  neighbouring  continent : 
— deaths  among  the  soldiery  were  frequent,  and  few  arrivals 
of  recruits  to  fill  up  the  vacancies : — the  garrison  was 
disheartened  at  the  reduction  of  rank;  and  the  Portuguese 
continued  to  obstruct  the  passes  at  Tannah  and  Caranjah/^> 

The  trade  to  Pebsia,  in  this  year,  was  equally    unpro- 
mising, it  being  impracticable,  from  a  scarcity  in  the  country, 

and 

(1>— Letters  from  the  Presidency  of  Sural  to  tbe  Court,  24th  Sep lerober,  igili  Oc- 
tober, and  7th  December  167s,  21M  January  and  I7th  February  1678-79,  and  5\h  April 
J679. 

(2)— Letteri  from  the  Presidency  of  Sural,  and  Iho  Deputy  Governor  and  Council 
at  Bombay  to  the  Court,  21  it  January  1678-79- 
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1679-80. 


^, 


>  *       * 


I 

L 


Th£  Restoiafion  df  Peaee  on  th&  oouSakat  of  Sui:ope,<  chaf!  ii. 
is  1^9^6§^  baevitg  reinnred  Aeiieiccsaity  6f  llnwfr'  pnteyaliaMrf  16/9  -  80. 
irhidi  tbe  Court  had  ottleiied  to  be  obs*nn^  bjr  iKdrlniiDeredl^jf^ 
#aiNl-bo«iid  shifts,  it  isAght  have  b«ei¥  eatyedted^  ^hat  ikeiutb  latui^ 
eOfttrM^fed  sjstMdv  uptMt  ivi^i^  lAie  eqa^nifeiili  and'^rtocieo^onr  ships  !^ 
l£e  pfecfediii^  y6*t<  had  tiiiebfbnaddv  wb«dillwi(cr4>«to"f«^^d^ 


r  •• 


lll'» 


qfOttbed;  I«f|r  the  pubUe  should  eoak^huh  of  the  Sas^j 
mide^iRk  feae^  ottitiod  on  ^ib.Aose  ddvAiitaget^  wfakhrtiiei 
JEofut  Stock  of  the  Cbitopaiiy  haUl  piianHBed  >-»«M  Coilrty  tidif^ 
evei«,  adhered  to  the  shose . Uiotted  sfstUimi- ai  in  the  laab 
seaaoto,  eoopecdnip^thaty  by  redncihg  tfadr  civil  and'  MlitaryF 
establishments  at  SvMt  and  Bombay,  they  i^oiild'  He  abfo^ 
fvota  the  sa^ringSy  to  disdiaf|$v  the  debts  ^hich  had'  been 
ineuned  hf  lobaes^  i»  trade  at  SiiWit;^  and  Ivf^  1%«  militarjf^ 
dniges  aifc  Bombay.  ) 

it'  was,-  therefoiv,  res(rik<^^  to'  .odiiltunie  tiie* ' vedkiueiP 
cstahlibbnettt  at  SimAV,  which  titBB»'  bcpiteflii  faarti,  tmhawry^ 
instead  of  the  rank  of  a  j^ecicfene^r, :  that  ei  aa' j^^[9ik!jfi ;- 
— ^the  Agent  was  to  have  only  ^^00  per  arimun ;  aadanpi^* 
pdrtionate  diminution  was  to  take  place  in  the  salaries  of  the 

VOL.  n,  3  K  Members 
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It  will  immediately  appear,  however,  from  the  dil^nt    chap-i^ 
amounts  of  equipments  and  stock  consigned  to  Surat,  and  to  1679-86. 
Fort  St.  George,  that  the  Court  had  received  informa;don  of 
the  views   of  these  Interlopers  bang  directed,  chiefly  to  the 
'trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  the  Bay  of  Bengal 

The  equipments  for  Surat  and  Bombay,  in  this  season.  Equipment! 

.      ^     '^  anditockfcr 

consisted  ofthree  ships,  or  sixteen  hundred  tons,  and  the  stock  Sunt. 
-was  estimated  at  ^123,000,  of  which  the  large  proportion  of 
^£99,600  was  in  bullion  : — the  investment  expected  was  to  be  of 
the  usual  articles,  sent  from  the  West  Coast  of  India,  and  from 
the  Gulf  of  Persia,  vnth  the  isxception  only  of  a  small  quantity 
of  Surat  goods,  of  a  finer  kind,  amounting  to  ^2,000,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  purchased  at  Surat,  and  sent  to  Bantam.('> 

In  the  directions  of  the  Court,  for  the  admi&istration  Orden  for 

■  ,,■'■  contiouing 

of  Bombay,  in  this  season,  we  discover  a  doubt  of  the  prao-  tiw  retreoch- 

meatM  at 

ticability  of  carrying  the  orders  of  the  preceding  year  into  Bombay,  Md 
execution ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  an  adherence  to  the  j^an  of  tbe  revennet. 
retrenchment : — these  orders  had  specified,  that  the  rank  of 
the  mihtary  officers  of  the  garrison  should  be  lowered,  and 
that  the  militia  should  be  diseinbodied  : — afraid,  on  r^ectioo, 
that  if  this  plan  should  be  adopted,  the  Island  might  be  left 
defenceless,  the  Court  now  directed,  that  two  companies  of 
auxiliary  forces  should  be  raised,  composed  of  the  principal 
3  K  2  inhabitants 

(l)—teUen  from  iheCourttotbe  Preiident  and  Conncil  at  Sural,  I4lb  July  and 
2gth  September  1679,  0°^  i^  March  lejg-W. 
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packages,  that  the  goods  might  not  be  cirt  or  damaged  it-^eis    chap.if. 
tlie  cloths  which  had  been  provided  at  Masalipatam  had  an-  1679-SO, 
sirered  at.  the  sales   at  homei  that  Factory  waa  ordered  to^ 
reccire  farther  eocouiragement,  which  was  also  extended  to> 
llie  xiew  station  at  MadapoUam.  ^^K 

The  instructions  of  the  Court,  in  tlus  season,  to  BEtrGAL^ 
approved  of  Mr.  Vincent's  exertiens,  in  obtaining  the  Nifih^ni 
from  the  Prince,  referred  to  \a^t  season ;  aathorized  the 
establishment  of  a  Factory  at  BaUasore;  and  recommended 
ibe  dbserrance  of  the  regulations^  for  keeping  the  boc^,. 
consultations,  &c. ;'  and  that  all  :account£  dould  be  signed 
by  the  Chief  and  Second  in  CoiinciL^^   .    . 

The  eqaipments    for   Bantah,  :  m  1^9-<80,  '  ceni^isted  Ord^  to  ibs- 
of.  thiee  ships;    or  sixteen  bunchvd  tods,  ^  with  a  stock  of  tam,  toim- 

provo  thd 

j^6O,'00O,  consisting  of  bullion,  with  a  small  proportion  of  broad-  trade  at 

.  .  -1  ,  Amoy,  bnt 

cloth  1 — the  'instructions-  required,  thait  a  good  understanding  to  teuen  tbs 

expencei  at 

should  he  cultirated  with  the  King  of  Bantam,  between  whom,  Siam,  Ton- 
and  the  Dutch,,  a  war  was  apprehended,  in  which  tbe  Agents  Tywao. 
were  not  to  interfere;  but,  to  rest  on  the  articles  of  the  late 
peace  between  England  and  the  States  Genjeral,  and  to  aroid 

any 

(1) — ^Letter  from  tbs  King  to  {tfie  Cbmpany'i  Agenti  and  Conocili  on  the  Caatt  of 

CUraaundd  and  Ba^  of  Bbi^,  2d  Decembtr  WfQ. CdmmutioD  from  the  Com- 

panj  tt»  their  Ag^nta  aod  CoaneUi  at  the  Cd^t  of  Conmandd  and  Bajr  of  Bengal,  Sd. 

December  1679. Lettm  from  the  Coort  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St. 

George,  3d  and  3ltt  December  1679. 

(2)— Ltttera  from  the  Court  U  the  Agent  and  Factors  it  Hn^l/,  3d  and  Slat 
December  1679. 


and  from  w^h  a  ooaanuBication  might:  pedu^  be  dpeandl 
widi  Japan;  butt^eFhGtorie»atTYWAir,Tc»iQuni, andSuJE^ 
were>  to  be  kept:  open  on  a'foaitcd:  scale,  tbougktfae  pcsduDB 
oi  tlUHa  places  iHui  not  sotl  in  Eoglaaid,  but  with  Idn :  one' 
^errant,  only,  was,  therefiwe,  to  bt  left  at  eadi^  to  reoareP 
debt^  andffDH^i^the  CofiapaDy'sconcerns.('> 
ntk*  £a  the  scBMn  l^Q-M,  the>  Coxrt  took  a  review  d^ 
tiieir  afiiin-  at  the  WuaA  of  St.  Hex^en^a,  atnil  estabUBbeds- 
cpdeoTr^lulatioiu^for  tbefiitare  n^anagement  of  tHe-fsland;- 
Tile  siri)8taDce  of  tllese  regolatiiMw  was,  that  twexity  acres' of 
land,  BodfrffOGowa^  slkndd  be  allotted  to  each  £^iHU.fiuB3;fV 
andttca acres,  andone  oov^  to  eath  unmarried settteif ; j^-ihatr 
jjbc  soldierB-  shb«ld  bo  admitted,  ndien  their  temK.  cfsonce 
ecqwred,  to  these  proportions  of  land,  and  that,  in  common 
with  the  other  settlers,  nuUtary  service  should  be,  required  of 
them,  in^^oardii^  ih»  Ishmd;  that  is,  that  every  f  pn^neta^ 
of  twenty  acres  of  land  should  fiimisb  ftman,  to  be  re^ubrij^ 

trained 

(0 — ^Utten  from  thA  Court  td  the  Ageat  «nd  Caondl '»t  Eaoriti^,  OAb  Kbrembcc 
l^g,  4tb  FArtnrj  and  Idth  Mudi  107»>8P,  nd  I4(h  April  I0ea 


gee,  and  the  o     o  "'"  '     '    '  ~rr  >   "j  "  i 

m^'  M     °^  Sevagee : — ^the  dissolving  the  Factory  at  Garwar  was,   in 

vin?  TO[S-  ^^  manner,    impractitiaUe  this    season,   because    it    might 

SthlSd".  *'®™<i  t^a*  Chief,  and  because  the  coUecting   of  the  Com- 

Md^K^MT.  pan/s  debts  must  be  a  jH^vions  stqi.     What  rendered  the 

situation,  both  of  Surat  and  Bombay,  at  this  ciisisy  peculiarhf 

embarrassing,  was,  the  occupation,  in  Of:tober  1679,  of  the 

Island  of  Kendry,  or  Kenery,  situated   at  the  mouth  of  the 

harbour  of  Bombay,  by  the  troops  of  Sevagee : — this  unforeseen 

occurrence  could  not  be  prevented,  because  the  Deputy  Go- 

Temor  could  only  employ  armed  boats,  to  oblige  the  invader's 

troops  tx>  withdraw  : — ^he  was,  therefore,  compelled,  from  the 

want  of  fidrce,  to  adtnit  the  right  of  Sevagee  to  occupy  this 

Island,  on  his  granting  permission  to  the  Company's  Factous 

at  Bajahpore,  to  return  to  Surat. 

This  event  was  Ibllowed  by  one  equally  menacing', 
or  ti«  sedzure  of  tiie  Island  ofi  Hendry,:  or  Heoery,  by 
the  SidoiQ  or  Mogul  Admiml,  who  assigiKd,:  among  other 
reasons  for  ^his  measure,  that  the  Mogul  had  been  o6^ded 
at  the  treaty  m*de  by  the  English  with  Sevagee. 

BoUBAT 
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CHAP.  II.  On  comparing  the  letter  of  the  Deputy  Grovemor  and 

1679-80.  Council  of  Bombay,  to  the  President  at  Surat,  with  his  general 

letters  to  the  Court  during  the  season  1679-80,  it  appears, 
that  however  hard  the  condition  to  which  the  Company's 
servants,  civil  and  military,  were  reduced,  by  the  diminution  of 
their  numbers,  rank,  and  allowances,  they  had  complied 
with  the  orders  of  the  Court,  except  in  the  allowances  for 
table-money,  the  civil  charges  of  the  court  of  justice,  and 
the  military  charges  of  the  soldiers  and  marines;  and  to 
account  for  this  deviation  from  their  instructions,  they 
furnished  the  Court  with  an  estimate  of  the  lowest  possible 
scale  to  which  the  charges  could  be  brought,  even  in  a 
time  of  peace,  explaining,  that  this  estimate  could  not  apply 
to  existing  circumstances,  or  to  the  constant  alarm  in 
which  they  were  kept  for  the  safety  of  the  Island ;  and  con- 
cluded, that  they  held  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  trust  re- 
posed in  them,  to  come  under  any  obligations,  not  to  exceed 
the  amount  which  had  been  specified,  when  such  excess,  on 
consultation,  should  appear  unavoidable ;  nor  could  they 
promise,  that  the  revenues  would  improve,  while  the  Island 
was  so  imminently  exposed  to  the  Native  Powers,  nor  would  it' 
be  prudent  to  discontinue  the  fortifications,  because  the  work- 
men, who  had  received  wages  under  this  head,  having  no 
other  subsistence,    would  necessarily   leave  the  Island^  and 

the  cultivation  of  the  land,  of  course,  cease/*> 

The 

.  (1)— Letters  fcom  the  Deputy  Go?eraor  and  Ckmncil  at  Bombay  to  tbe  Preiideiicy 
of  Surat^  and  to  the  Courts  7th  and  3]8t  December  lOfg. 


therefore,  it  was  ordered,  that  such  service  should  be  required 
of  them  ;  but,  it  was  explained,  that  like  the  Dutch,  the  Go- 
vernor of  Bombay  ought  to  avoid  interferences  in  all  wars 
between  the  great  Indian  Powers,  the  Company  having  no 
adequate  force  for  such  a  service,  and  that  their  ships  aod 
soldiers  were  to  act  only  in  insular  situations. 
CaptainKeig-  For  the  greater  security  of  the  Island  of  Bombay,  the 

vent'r  sol-      Court,  this  season,  engaged  Captain  Keigwin,  with  the  rank 
a  re-inforce-  of  Captain  Lieutenant,  and  to  be  third  in  Council  ^no  military 

ment  for 

Sombay.  officer  being  to  rise  above  that  rank^  to  proceed  to  Bombay, 
and  to  have  the  pay  of  six  shillings  per  day,  but  no  allowance 
for  diet  and  lodging : — ^he  was  to  briu^  with  him  a  reinforce- 
ment of  seventy  English  soldiers,  eighteen  pieces  of  small 
ordnance,  and  a  proportion  of  ammunition,  and  to  command 
the  whole  of  the  military  force  and  mihtia ;  but,  to  balance 
this  additional  charge,  on  the  death,  or  coming  away  of  either 
of  the  Lieutenants,  no  successor  was  to  be  appointed ;  and, 
in  the  event  of  peace,  a  number  of  the  Portuguese  soldiers 
were  to  be  discharged,  proportioned  to  the  re-inforcemeut  now 
embarked,  and  the  garrison  reduced  to  a  fixed  establishment : 
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CHAP.  II.  k^t  in  check  the  measures  of  this  Agent  and  Council,  by 
1G80-81,  correspondence  with  the  Court,  restored  to  his  situ^tion,  the 
Court  declaring  to  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George, 
"  that  they  would  rather  dismiss  the  whole  of  their  otha 
"  Agents,  than  that  Mr.  Chamock  should  not  be  the  Chi^ 
"  of  Cossimbuzar." 

On  this  occasion,  Mr.  WilUam  Gyfibrd  was  appointed 
to  be  Agent  and  Grovemor  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  a  Coun- 
cil, consisting  of  five  members,  who  were  to  be  respomible 
to  the  Court,  only ;  the  succession,  in  the  event  of  death,  or 
removal,  to  be  regular  in  those  five,  till  the  pleasure  of  the 
Court  should  be  known  : — the  Agents,  or  Factors,  at  M asuli- 
patam,  and  at  the  diiferent  stations  in  Bengal,  were  to  remain 
fixed  in  their  situations,  unless,  upon  evidence  of  misbehaviour, 
supercessions  should  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  at  Madras,  the  reasons  for  which  were  to  be  entered 
on  the  consultations,  and  reported  in  their  general  letters; 
but  no  new  appointment  to  a  seat  in  the  Council  (except 
in  case  of  death)  was  allowed,  without  the  approbation  (^ 
the  Court,  and,  even  in  this  case,  to  be  provisionally,  only, 
till  such  approbation  should  be  signified.  These  changes  pro- 
ceeded from  the  frequent  disobedience  to  orders,  and  from  the 
indecorous  letters  addressed  to  the  Court  by  their  servants 
abroad. 

On  reviewing  the  commission  to  Mr.  GyfTord,  and  the 
instructions  under  which  he  was  to  act,  it  appears,  that  he 
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^nie   Bengal    Agents,    this   season,    were    ordered  to    ^^ 
^  transmit  cities  of  all  journals  and  consultations;  to  obtain  full  16^ 

quantities  of  silks  and  tafikties ;  to  send  equal  prc^ortions  of 
stock  to  Dacca  and  Malda ;  to  make  Ballasore  a  buying,  as 
^  *  well  as  a  shipping  Hactcwy,  with  a  stock  of  ^20,000,  and  not 

^  to  interrupt  the  silk  investments,  by  their  private  trade  ;  to  pay 

'"*  particular  attention  to  the  packing  and  sorting  of  goods ;  to 

lA  dispatch  the  ships  early  for  Europe ;  and  whatever  X^irmaunds, 

mr*  NishSns,  or  Perwannahs,  they  might  hereafter  procure,  were 

iw  »    to  be  in  the  name  (^  the  I^ndcm  East-India  Company,  only.  0> 

ji  The  same  regular  plan,   as  ordered  for  the  government  Ne^ 

id  and  trade  of  Fort  St.  Geoige,  was,  this  season,  transmitted  »"•' 

31  to  Baktam  and  its   dependencies.     Mr.  Bowyer,    with  six 

id  Members  of  Council,  were  vested  with  the  administration, 

g  and  their  salaries  specified : — an  allowance  was  fixed  for  the 

li  Factors  at  Amoy,  Tonqoin,    &c.  and  regularity  in  keeping 

accounts  and  journals  to  be  observed;  copies  of  which  were 
to  be  annually  transmitted  to  England. 

The  equipments  for  Bantam  consisted  of  three  ships,  with  Equ 
a  stock  estimated  at  ^6&,600,  of  which  fifty  thousand  dollars  com 
were  to  be  sent  to  Amoy,  and  fifty  thousand  to  Tonquin ;  the  for  i 

Bad 

remainder  to  be  invested  in  pepper  and  ginger,  at  Bantam,  nate 
The  Factories  at  Siam  and  Jambee  wem  again  ordered,  to  be 
dissolved ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  direction  for  withdrawmg 

the 

(l)—LetterrrDm  the  Court  to.tbe  Agent  and  factors  at  Haghl]r,»hJa«uuTl680-Sl. 
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cHAP.ir.    the  Factory  at  Tonqain,  in  the  preceding  year,  another  experi- 
1680-81.  ment  was  to  be  made,  to  obtain  silks,  and  a  Mr,  Blundel,  a 

person  particularly  skilful  in  this  article,  sent  from  England,  to 
examine  whether  that  trade  could  be  turned  to  more  advantage, 
than  it  hitherto  had  been,  or,  by  any  expedient,  connected 
with  that  of  Japan : — ^the  Factory  at  Amoy  was  supplied  with 
goods  and  stock,  to  purchase  silks,  musk,  &c.,  and  if  possi- 
ble, to  extend  from  that  port  the  sale  of  English  produce. 

It  does  not  appear,  that,  as  yet,  teas  were  in  any 
estimation,  not  being  mentioned  in  the  orders  of  this  season ; 
or  that  the  Court  had  any  farther  idea  of  the  China 
trade,  than  that,  through  so  extensive  an  Empire,  the  sale 
of  English  produce  might  be  augmented,  and  silks  pro- 
cured; but  they  repeated,  that,  in  return  to  the  invitation 
of  the  Viceroy  of  Canton,  the  Agent  was  to  inform  him, 
that  as  soon  as  the  wars  in  China  should  be  over,  the  Eng- 
lish would  readily  make  an  experiment  of  trading  to  that 
port.(» 


More  fa-  The  foreign  Annals  of  the  Company,   beginning  with 

▼Durable 

prospects  of   ihose  of  SuBAT,  in  the  season  1680-81,  open  with  the  im- 

trade^  from 

portant 

(1)<— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam^  25th  August 
l680>  and  ^th  January  1680-81.——  Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Factors  at  Amoy  and 
Tonquin^  25th  August  1680. 


i 
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^^^*   French  ship,  with  broad-cloth^  and  other  goods  fitted  for  the 
1680^1.  market^  that  the  ships  might  be  fully  laden. 
Order  of  Au-  Xhis  prospcct,  howcvcr,    was   obstructed,  by  an  order 

vungzebeto  ^       tr 

augmeDt  the   from  AuruDgzebe  to  impose  a  heavy  contribution  on  all  his 

customs  at  o  *  ^ 

Surat  from     subjects,  and,  among  others,  on  the  European  Factories  at 
and  a  half  per  gurat :— on   compliance  being  refused,  as  being  contrary  to 

grants  and  privileges,  an  order  arrived  to  re-establish  the 
ancient  duty  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  castoms,  instead 
of  two  per  cent.: — ^this  order  obhged  ihe  Presidency  to  ofier, 
in  conjunction  with  the  French  and  Dutch,  a  present  to  the 
Governor,  of  thirty  thousand  rupees,  provided,  by  his  in- 
terest, the  fosmer  rate  of  two  per  cent,  customs  should  be 
allowed  to  continue.  <^> 

It  does  not  appear,  from  the  subsequent  dispatches,  that 
a  grant  to  this  efiect,  was  obtained,  the  rebellion  of  Sultan 
Acbar,  the  third  son  of  Aurungzebe,  supported  by  the  Raj- 
poots, having  prevented  all  negotidtioo. 
The  invest-  The  large  inyestment  which  bad  been  pot  cm  botod  the 

mentfor  Eu-  ^ 

rope  consi-     Company's  ships  for  Europe,  amounting,  in  cloths  and  pepper, 

derable. 

to  9,73,000  rupees,  the  Presidency  explained  to  have  becA 
oblfuned,  partly  from  their  having  received  a  small  quantity  of 
cloth,  and  other  Eurc^  commodities,  o&ly,  by  which  means 
they  had  disposed  of  the  articles  remaining  in  store,  to  much 
greater    advajitage    than  could  have  been  anticipated,  but 

chiefly 

(l)-»Letter8fl:om  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Suratj  I8th  October 

iBsa 


458 
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CHAP.  II.   and  Council,   acquiescing    in  those  Chiefs'  retaining  these 
1680-81.  stations,  the  trade  had  neither  decreased,  nor  the  number  of 

inhabitants  in  Bombay  been  diminished;  for  the  revenues^ 
which  had  been  farmed,  produced  more  than  in  former  sea« 
sons,  and  the  garrison  had  been  reinforced  by  the  guard  from 
Surat,  and  the  arrival  of  twenty-^ight  recruits.  0) 

In  Febsia,  the  sales  and  purchases  at  Gombroon  had 
th(rKin|<^~  been  depressed,  'although  Mr.  Fettit,  the  Agent,  had  ob- 

Fersta^  for  t^      •       n         i 

tained  a  Fhirmaund  from  the  King  of  Persia,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  thousand  tomands,  or  above  ^3,000  steiiing,  as 
the  moiety  of  custmns,  for  the  preceding  season ;  and  he  was 
in  expectaticm  of  receiving  another  thousand  tomands,  as 
the  moiety  for  the  current  year.  (^ 

The  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grovemment  of 
FoBT  St.  Geo&ge,  on  the  new  constitution  which  had  been 
promulgated,  did  not  readb  England  this  season,  and  the 
commercial  measures  adopted  for  providing  the  investment 
at  the  Fort,  and  at  the  Factories  in  Bengal,  are  the  onfy  facts 
detailed  in  the  Company^s  records.  <^> 

'  It  does  not  appear,  Ihat'iUiy  comkmmieation  wa»  reorived, 
this  seascm,  from  Bantam. 


Phirmaond 
obtained  from 


pajment  ^ 
part  of  the 
arrears  of 
cuitomsat 
GombrooxL 


■\ 


(I)-^Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Coort^  24th  Janoarj  I680-81,  and 
11th  April  lOSl;    - 

(3)-*-Letterf  fiwi  the  F^tdeooy  of  Somt  td  Ito  Court,  Mth  Janairy  1680-81,  and 
llth  April  1681. 

(3)— Letter  from  the  Agency  of  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Factories  in  Bengal,  12th 
Aogost  1680* 


ttadt)  Hb  fat  ta  [Xjsnble,  to  all  the  countries  vitbin  ikai 
limits,  that  ihef  nligbt  obmte  a  j>rejadic«,  which  was  be^-i 
hht^  ftt  pHerail  iB  Engla&d,  that  thejr  had  AottiilfiHed  the  inten- 
lioM  of  the  King,  in  granting  thenl  exiclusive  priTileg«t 
or  that  they  ought  not,  fOt  the  public  good,  to  prereAt 
p^yMfe  iiKf«hMti  ftotn  Sending  ships  and  stock  ts  porfis,  and 
¥o  immtibSi  in  i«hieh  the  British  trade  had  not,  Mtherts,  beeU 
iMN(ke«d. 

■The 


iAST-iMDlJi    com^akV*  Ml 

The  i^lteation  of  the  ki^  stack  of  the  preceding  year,   ^.^J^^' 
to   disehai^  the  dbbt  at   interest^    aiod    the    earrying  th^  1681-8^ 
htisail&e  of  ,9£dO,9bQ  to  the  accouet  of  the  mvestiiieilt  ibr  the 
«tib^ii»lfc  fibr,  was  lq^|^tt>T»d  of;    bUt^  in  future,  it  was 
ordered,  that  money  should  liM  be  taken  up  iil  India^  at  ^ 
y^er  interei^C  tban  six  per  bet^t  <*> 

Oh  tMmpating  the  iniftiifictibiis  tb  Sutat,  r^arding  the  Orders  for  liv 
Sdatid  dT  BOM^A^^^    with  the    miters  to  the   Deputy    Got  dviP^d  mi- 

iitirr  clunr£€f 

vfernbf  i  wte  ikid,  ibat  the  Court  approve*  of  th*  measures  of  Bomb-y  .• 

a  fixed  tim» 

which  had  been  adopted,  for  averting  tibe  dangers  Hiik  which 
the  Islaftd  k^  htim  thr6ateBed>  by  the  di^upation  of  the 
I^&ds  oi*  Hedery  and  Kenery,  by  the  forces  of  Bevagee  and 
the  Siddee  ;  and  though  they  admitted,  in  so  difficult  d  case^ 
tibftt  It  iAight  be  often  hazardous  to  caMry  the  intructions  for 
retirenchinedt  into  efiect,  or  to  raise  a  sum  in  the  island,  equdi 
tb  the  charged,  yet  they  limited  the  ei:pences  to  ^SyWiO  xera«^ 
phins  per  atmum,^  and  appointed  Captain  Keigmn  to  be 
CaptiEuil  liieutieiltot^  and  to  command  the  |^rrison^  with 
^e  pay  of  six  shiffings  per  day ;  btft  revoked  the  order  for 
'his  hating  a  seat  in  CounciL  ^^> 

A  new  plan  (rf*  trade  with  Persia  was  next  projected,,  or  to  plan  for  t^w 
connect  the  trade  of  the  two  Gulfs,  with  thiat  of  Surat : — and  sUn  irade,  * 

,        and  oonnect« 
With  ing  It  with 
the  trade  to 
Mocha. 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Soiat,  10th  February  l681-82» 

and  6th  April  l682. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  tb  the  fcepuly  Gorcrtor  nti  CoonsSl  of  Bombay,  3  Iil 

January  t€81-82. 


Testing  tbnn  ifj^b.  avtb^rilf,  fw  t^^  proceedings. 

HwtiDg  mif<j4^  the  pciaciples  oppii  wbjch  the  Cqqrt, 
aclied-,  we,  ha^e  tp  adyert.  t9,  die,  ampunt  of  the.  toiipfige  ai^ 
stqck,  exoeedwg  iq.  qqantj^.  a^divajoe  (ijpon  the  ba8^,qf,  Ht^ 
^ilbKri]|l»(i|)  q£  tlfp  ^figfi^qrt  w)ljch  ha^- b^ei),  i;a)Jfd  ip)  ihft 
equipment.  o£  wji,  fpriiii^r,  sga^i^,  anil  <»  explain,  {rpcf\  tlft^ 
cODfUsenSal  QBdera  for,  tfei;  af^pri^tioa.c^  bptb,.  tl)s  in^nt)^ 
tMos  to  establish  new  Factories,  at  such  ports,  as  it  was 
conjectured  the  Interlopers  might  visit ;  and,  farther  to 
strengthen  this  resotution,  discretionary  pow«i»  wcs«.  gisen, 

"to 
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^^  to  spare  no  monej  in  jn^eaents  to  the  Native  Powers/*  to  SJ^f^^lJJ' 
prevent  the  Interlopers  from  obtaining  protection.  1681 -Q2. 

Hie  equipments  for  the  season  1681-82^  to  Fort  St.  Qeorge^  ^^^  ^t»P* 
alone,  consisted  of  six  ships,  or  three  thousand  eight  hun*-  *}^J^  ^^^ 
dred  tons,  with  a  stock  in  goods  and  bullioii,  estimated  at  ^°^  Bengal- 
^530,000 : — ^^60,000  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase 
of  diamonds;    ^150,000  to  remain    at  the  Fort,   for    the 
cloth  investments ;  ^90,000  for  Masulipatam  and  Madapol- 
1am,  aiid  ^£230,000  for  the  Bay  of  Bengal.     It  was  explained, 
that  this  very  large  stock  was  intended  to  counteract  the 
Dutch,  who  were  now  imitating  the  English,  for  instead  of 
sending,  as  formerly,  all  their  goods  to  their  grand  depot  at 
Batavia,  thence  to  be  shipped  for  Europe,  diey  had  ordered 
their  ships  to  proceed  direct  to  Holland,  from  the  pprts  at 
which  the  cargoes  were  procured : — ^for  this  purpose  they  had, 
in  this  season,  fitted  out  no  less  than  twenty  sail : — ^frpm  subse* 
quent  information,  it  was  discovered  Ihat  the  Dutch  intended 
to  establish  their  exclusive  monopoly  rather  by  force  of  arms^ 
(three  thousand  troops  being  embarked  in  this  fleet)  than  by 
the  weight  of  their  stock,  reported  to  be  about  '^140,000, 
which  the  Court  were  of  opinion,    could  not  commercially 
preponderate  against  the  very  large  stock  of  the  Cmnpany, 
sent  to  Fort  St.  George,   and  its  dependencies. 

A  Factory  was  ordered  to  be  established  at  Porto  Novo, 
to  which  place  it  was  apprehended  the  Interlopers  might 
resort,  and  every  expedient  which   the  Agent  and  Council 

vol*.  II*  SO  could 


BeKgilGoif  The  trade  to  Benoai.,  both  in  its  origia  and  progress, 

diftinct '  had,  hitherto,  been  subservient  to  that .  of  the  Coromandd 
Fort  St.  *"  Coast,  and  under  the  control  of  the  Agent  and  Council  at 
Mr.'^id^,  Fort  St.  George  r  this  contrcd^  however,  had  been  irregularly 

one  of  the  ,      ,  •    •  i       *.  ■ 

Directon,  cxercised,  [nt)babl)r  from  the  cireumstance  of  the  Agent  at 
Ag«it  at       Hughly^  and  not  unfrequently  at  the  lesser  Factories,  having 

Hughly,  and  . 

Governor  of  an  eventuat  title  to  succession^  sometunes  to  the  Grovemment. 

the  Compa- 

oft  Setiie-    and,   often,   to  a  seat  in  the  Council  of  Fort  St.  Georee ; 

meDHiBBcn-  .  ° 

K^  it  frequently  occurred,  also,  tha*  this  control  was.  evadetl,  by 

the  expectation   of   succeeding  to   the   Government   of  the 
Fort,  at  which  an  opportunity  would  be  given  to  justify  pro- 
ceedings 

(t)—LeHen  from  die  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  PoU  St.  George,  20tb  Ma; 
iliJvij,  tSth  and  30th  NorerobeTj  and  30th  December  j681. 

(2) — Lelters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Conocil  at  Foit  St.  George,  Sth  aait 
I  jih  February,  and  lOtb  March  1661-82. 
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ceedings^  improper  in  themselves,  and  sometimes  the  foun-   chap.  ir. 
dation  of  blame  by  the  Court.     These  removals  of  Agents  1681-82. 
and  Factors,  managing  the  Company's  interests  on  the  Coast, 
or  in  Bengal,  had  produced  irregularities ;  the  last,  and  most 
striking  instance  of  which  was  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Master, 
at  Fort  St.  Greorge,  and  the  confirmation  of  Mr.  Job  Charnock, 
as  Chief  of  Cossimbuzar : — ^it  was,  therefore,  determined,  on 
taking  into  consideration  the  evils  resulting  from  the  depen- 
dency of  the  Bengal  FactMies  on  the  Fort,    to  constitute 
the  Agency  at  Hu^ly,  a  distinct  and  separate  Factory  from 
Fort  St  George ;  but  that,  in  an  affair  of  such  importance, 
they    might  act    with    certain   knowledge,    the  Court    ap- 
pointed   Mr.  Hedges,    a  Member  of  their    Committees    (or 
what,   in  modern  times,  would  be  termed  a  Director  of  the 
East-India    Company)    with   special  powers    to   be    Agent, 
and  Governor  of  their  affairs  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  of 
the  Factories  subordinate  to  it,  or  Cossimbuzar,  Patna,  Bal- 
lasore,  Malda^  and   DsLcqsl;   and  directed  that    the  stock  of 
^230,000,    appropriated  for  Bengal,    should  be  distributed 
as  follows ;  ^140,000  to  be  sent  to  Cossimbuzar,  ^14y500 
to  Patna,  ^^32,000  to  BaUasore,  ^15,000  to  Malda,  ^616,600 
to  Dacca,  and  ^12,000  to  remain  at  Hughly.     After  spe- 
cifying the  silks,  cloths,    and  other  articles,   expected  from 
each    of   those  Factories,    to  form    the    investment  of  the 
season,  the  Court  repeated  the  orders  against  the  Interlopers, 
already  detailed,  and  directed,  that  a  corporal,  of  approved 

3  O  2  jBdeKty 


was  the  foundatioii  <^  the  Company's  gOTemment  in  Bengal, 
or  what  became,   in  the  sequel,  the  centre  of  commerce,  and 
the  seat  of  Govermnent  in  British  India-O 
Equipmeoti  The  CouTt's  ordets,  during  the  season  1681-82,  to  Ban- 

and  stock,  for  ,      - .    ,.  •  ,  .       .        - 

Bantam,  snd  TAH,    TOTied,    as  the  information  thejr    received   of  events, 

inatructiona 

to  resettle  the  rendered  the   resolutions   of  the  preceding    year    more    or 

Factory  at 

Atooj,  and    ]ess  practicable  in  their  execution : — at  the  opening  of  the 

to  extend  the  ^ 

trade  to  Can-  scason,    they   fitted   out    four  small   Tessels,  and  afterwards 
ton.  ' 

a  &fth,  carrying  in  the  whole,  eight  hundred  and  ninety  tons, 

with  a  stock  estimated  at  ^32,000,  of  which  ^20,000  was 
for  Tonqtiin,  and  ^12,000  for  Amoy,  to  connect  the  trade 
from  this  port  with  Bantam,  and,  of  course,  with  the  im- 
ports from  Surat  and  the  Coast,  and  the  sales  at  Tonquin 
and  Amoy.  At  the  beginning  of  this  season,  the  Factories 
at  Siam  and  Tywan  were  intended  to  be  withdrawn  ;  but,  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  year,  information  having  been  received, 
that  the  Tartars  had  been  expelled  from  Amoy,  (though  it  was 
uncertxun  whether  they  might  not  repossess  themselves  of  that 

port,) 

(l)— Letlenfrom  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Coaucil  at  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  aotb 

Maffaod  leth  and  30th  MoTember  l681,and  4th  Janoary  and  10th  March  l68i>831 

CommisKion  and  Instruction!  to  William  Hedgei,  Eiq.  to  be  Agent  and  Governor  at  th« 
Bay  of  Bengal,  I4th  Norember  l681. 


-470  ANNALS   OT   THE   HONOSABLE 

^HAP^li.    take  up  money,   to  the  amount  of  ^620,000,  provided  the 
1681  -82.  interest  did  not  exceed  nine  per  cent.  ('> 
Judicial  re-  Having,  in  the  preceding  seasons,  at  the  close  of  the  in- 

gulationi  for 

St.  Helens.  Btructions  of  the  Court  to  their  Foreign  Settlements,  sketched 
out,  separately,  the  orders  to  the  Governor  of  the  Island  of 
St.  Helena,  not  annually,  hut  as  they  assumed  new  aspects, 
we  discover,  at  the  clc»e  of  this  year,  that,  after  censuring  the 
Governor  for  the  reception  be  h^  given  to  the  Interlopers,  a 
new  plan  of  administration,  was  established,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  substance  ; — the  Governor  to  be  the  sole  judge  of 
the  Island,  and  to  hold  regular  courts  of  justice,  once  in  three 
months ; — the  Sheriff  to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor,  by 
selecting  the  most  respectable  inhabitants,  with  power  to  sum- 
mon juries,  which  juries  were  to  decide,  according  to  the 
laws  of  Ei^land,  in  civil  and  criminal  cases : — capital  punish- 
ments were  to  be  inflicted,  acf^rding  to  their  verdict,  for  the 
crimes  of  murder,  mutiny,  or  treason  (defined  to  be  "  any  plot, 
"  or  scheme  to  dehver  up  the  Island  to  foreigners  ") ;  all  other 
wrongs  or  crimes,  such  as  theft,  injuries  to  person  or  property, 
and  ^ving  false  evidence,  were  to  be  punished,  on  conviction, 
by  fine,  imprisonment,  pillory,  or  whipping ; — ^the  Governor 
aoid  Council,  however,  were  always  to  have  the  power  of  sus- 
.  pending,  mitigating,  or  pardoning  such  crimes  or  ofiences : — 

Subordinate 

(l)—LelteraoftheCoiii1  to theAgcDtand Council BtBantam,  aoth  Hajaad  I3th 

■od-tgth  Augnit  16S1,  lud  IBthFebnury  1681-82. Letter*  of  the  Court  to  the  Fac- 

ton  at  Tonqoia  and Amt^,  iStb  Augoit  l68L 
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CHAP.n.  Aftbr    Dbticing    that    Mr.  Child  had  been  estal^hed, 

1681-8^.  agreeaUy  to  the  Court's  orders,  this  President  and  his  Council 
informed  the  Court,  that  the  investment  accumulated  from  the 
subordinate  Factories,  of  cloths,  pepper,  cardamoms,  and 
cassia-hgnum,  had  enabled  them  to  load  the  Company's  three 
ships,  and  that  they  estimated  the  caigoes  at  10,63,932  rupees ; 
— ^that  the  purchase  of  diamonds,  to  the  extent  of  j€20,000, 
^as  at  first  ordered)  had  been  attempted,  through  the  private 
merchants,  but  when  they  were  informed,  that  the  Company 
had  included  that  article  in  their  trade,  these  merchants  had 
ceased  to  deal  in  them ;  the  purchases,  therefore,  could  not  be 
efiected  on  the  advanta^^us  terms  expected,  because  the  nnm- 
her  ofEuropean  and  Native  competitors  in  the  market,  atGol- 
condah,  had  raised  the  prices  : — the  Factory  at  Rajahpore  had 
been  withdrawn,  but  that  at  Carwar  continued  for  another 
year  : — the  debt  at  interest  had  been  cleared  off,  by  the  stock 
sent,  and  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  ;  and  about  ^30,000 
remained  to  commence  the  investment  of  the  subsequent  year/'^ 
Embarmied  Xhe  administration  of  the  Island  of  Bombay,  the  Presi- 

■uteoffiom- 

bay  from      deucy  of  Surat  represented  (there  being  no  direct  communica- 

Sambagee  "  v  o 

coniinuiDg     tiou  from  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council)  had  been  the  most 

theplaDiof  *      '  ' 

Sovagee.  difficult,  as  well  as  the  most  embarrassing  part  of  their  duty, 
on  account  of  the  occupation  of  the  barren  rocks  of  Henery 
and  Kenery,  by  the  troops  of  Sevagee  and  of  the  Mogul ;  the 

obstructions 

(I) — Leiteii  from  the  Presidency  of  Sorat  to  the  Court,  37tb  October  i€81,  23d 
/aanaij  l681-i3,  and  Ulh  March  and  lOlh  April  1662. 
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CHAP.  n.  instructions ;  but,  not  being  able  to  obtain  a  complement  of 
1681-82.  European  seamen,  he  had  embarked  the  Ambassadors,  and  a 
suite  of  twenty-five  persons,  on  the  Company's  ship  London, 
with  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  Court,  and  a  present 
of  fifty  bahars  of  white  pepper.  Though  the  Agent  had  pur- 
chased and  shipped  cargoes  of  pepper,  benjamin,  ginger,  &c., 
the  circumstances  of  the  Englishi  dependencies  <hi  Bantam, 
during  this  sea^ion,  were  uncertain,  and  no  intelligence  had 
been  received  by  the  Court,  relative  to  the  China  trade.('^ 

(1)— Letter  fnm  the  Agent  and  CooncU  at  BmUaa  to  the  Court,  I  g»h  Anguit  l€Sl. 
— —  L«lter  from  tlia  {Vugrao,  or  Chief  Uioiiter,  at  Baatam,  to  the  Conit,  32d  Oct»> 
ber  1681. 
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scneme  was  neia  to  De  or  sucn  puDiic  consequence,  inai  iz 
came  under  the  consideration  of  the  King  and  Privy  Council, 
in  April  1^2,  who  rejected  it,  and  continued  that  protection 
which  they  had  afforded  to  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the 
London  East-India  Company. 
tnirructiona  This  event  the  Court  considered  to  he  of  so  much  im- 

toSurat.  to 

re-eitabiish    poTtance,  that  they  sent  overland  dispatches  to  Subat,  to  be 

the  Ficlory 

at  Rajahpore,  communicatcd  to  all  their  settlements,  and  ordered  that  they 

and  to  fortp  . 

ail  alliance     should  dispose  of  English  produce  iat  low  rates,  on  the  piinci- 
gee.  pie  of  vending  quantities,  rather  than  obtaining  large  profits  ; 

— ^the  friendship  of  Sambagee  Rajah  was,  therefore,  ordered  to 
be  cultivated,  by  re-establishing  the  Factory  at  Rajahpore  ; — 
fine  goods,  particularly  such  as  were  ornamented  with  gold 
and  silver,  formerly  disposed  of  at  the  Persian  market,  and, 
in  general,  all  new  commo<Uties,  which  they  might  conceive 
would  add  to  the  assortments  at  the  home  sales,  were  to  be 
introduced  into  the  investments. 

A  new  practice,   probably  a  refinement  in  policy,   was 

this 
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this  year  iatroduced,  fgr  the  Covart,  instead  of  specifying  the 
quantity  of  ^uinage,  or  the  amount  of  stock,  as  in  the  pre-  '. 
ceding  seasons,  described  both  to  be  larger  than  had  hitherto 
been-  sent,  and,  by  a  subsequent  dispatch  to  Persia,  added, 
that  the  stock  for  the  whole  of  their  Settlements  in  India, 
would  amount,  in  this  season,  to  above  One  Million  Sterling : 
-i-this  concealment  was  eridently  intended  to  raise  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  King,  of  the  Council,  and  of  the.  public,  that  the  < 
Company  were  prosecuting  the  East-India  trade  to  the  utmost 
'  extent.  <■> 

It  does  not  iq»pear,  that  any  particular  instructions  w^re 
sent  this  season  to  the  Government  of  Bombay. 

If  the  trade  with  Persia,  for  a  series  of  years,  had  been  c 

n 

<m  the  decline,  from  the  superior  naval  means  of  the  Dutch  t> 
and  Portuguese,  and  from  the  hesitation  of  the  Company  to  p 
aittempt  any  thing  but  negotiation,  the  Court,  in  this  season  ^ 
(1682-83)  intimated  to  their  Agent  at  Gombroon,  their  deter- 
mination to  adopt  more  spirited  measures,  and  to  equip  a 
maritimeforce)  to  second  respectful  applicadons  to  the  King 
of  Persia  for  redress  of  post  grievances,  and  for  the  renewal 
of  grants  mid  treaties.    On  this  occasion,  a  letter,  or  remon- 
strance, -  was,  addressed  to  the  King  of  Pecsia,  in  which  the 
Court  staked, their  claims  on  his  justice,  which  was  prover- 
bially 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Preiidency  of  Sural,  1st  aod  26th  May,  28th 
August,  aad  6tU  aod  I5tb  September  l663. 
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^J^^P^-  bially  held  hi  Europe  to  be  unalterable ;  that,  contrary  to 
1682-83  this  justice,  his  ministers,  or  officers,  at  the  ports  at  which  the 
English  Factories,  were  settled,  or  to  which  their  ships 
resorted,  had  obstructed  their  trade,  in  direct  violation  of 
solemn  treaties  I>etween  the  two  countries ;  that,  thou^; 
with  respectful  deference,  they  prayed  for  relief,  yet  pos- 
sessing a  naval  power,  which  was  unrivalled,  if  such  relief 
should  be  withheld  by  his  ministers  and  officers,  they  trusted 
that  so  great  and  so  just  a  Prince  would,  instead  of  considering 
that  naval  force,  which  they  employed  for  their  protection,  as 
disrespectful  to  his  dignity,  would  view  it  only  as  a  necessary 
expedient,  for  restoring  the  amicable  relations  between  Persia 
and  England. 
nan  of  com.  While  the  Court   adopted  these  vigorous   measures  to 

bioing  the 

Pertian    and  recover  their  proportion  of  the  customs,  and  the  debts  due  to 

Mocha  trade, 

and  bartering  the  Company  in  Persia,  which  they  calculated  to  amount  to 

English  cloih  ^      ^  '  ^ 

for  Pereian  ^1,000,000  Sterling,  they  resolved,  at  the  same  time,  to  send 
a  larger  stock,  to  give  new  vigour  to  the  circuitous  trade, 
which,  in  the  preceding  season,  they  had  opened,  or  to 
equip  large  ships,  to  proceed  directly  finom  England  to  Mocha, 
thence  to  go  round  and  touch  at  Gombroon,  then  to  proceed 
to  Bussorafa,  and  return  to  Gombroon,  and  lastly,  to  rendez- 
vous at  Surat,  and  there  to  complete  thar  c^ai^oes,  and  tbence 
proceed  for  Europe :— discretionary  powers  were  also  secredy 
given,    that  if  the  sales  of  cargoes  could  be  completed  at 

Mocha, 
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soclation  for  Indian  trade,  and  the  determination  of  the 
King  and  Council  to  resist  this  project :  and  recommend- 
ed the  support  of  the  Factory  at  Porto  Novo,  and  the  es- 
.tablishment  of  a  Factory  in  the  Gingee  Country,  that,  by 
the  magnitude  of  their  purchases,  they  might,  (though 
with  a  loss}'  counteract  the  schemes  of  the  Interlopers ; 
and  repeated  the  orders  to  obstruct  their  proceedings,  and 
went  so  far  as  to  enjoin,  that  if  any  of  the  Company's  ser- 
vants should  intermarry  with  the  famihes  of  the  Inter- 
lopers, they  should  be  dismissed  from  their  employments, 
and  sent  home : — If  the  Danes  were  disposed  to  relinquish 
Tranquebar,  the  Agent  was  empowered  to  purchase  it,  at  a 
reasonable  rate,  for  the  Company. 

The  garrison  of  Madras  was  this  year  strengthened  with 
thirty  recruits,  both  for  the  defence  of  the  Fort,  and  to  furnish 
a  guard  to  any  of  the  Factories  which  might  be  established.<'> 

The  dispatches  of  the  Court,  this  season,  to  the  Agent 
and  Council  at  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  being  the  first  (agreeably 
to  the  system  explained  in  the  preceding  year)  addressed  to 
them  as  an  independent  Agency,  discover,  that  the  Court  be-  ■■ 
gan  to  consider  this  trade  as  affinrding  the  most  valuable  part 
of  their  imports,  for  besides  equipping  vessels  direct  for  the 

VOL.  11.  3  Q  Ganges, 

(I)— Lett«n  from  tbo  Conrt  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Port  St.  George,  lit  ud 
afith  May,  stb  Julf,  38th  Aogoit,  30th  September,  4th  end  3;th  October  IGSS.  and 
ad  AprU  1683. 


for  the  first  time,  twenty  dappers  of  opium  : — To  strengthen 
the  means  of  this  Agency,  they  allowed  it  to  take  up  (at 
what  they  termed  a  Bank)  to  the  amount  of  ^200,000, 
and  calculated  that  the  remans  <tf  the  stock  and  credit 
of  the  last  year,  would  amount  to  «g350,000 : — 1^ 
more  e&ctually  to  promote  this  trade,  the  Court  engaged 
to  send  in  the  ships  of  the  ensuing  seasoo,  a  stock  cf 
^600,000,  principally  in  bullion,  d»t,  witJh  ^is  aecomulation 
of  credit  and  stock,  the  Agents  at  Hu^y,  and  at  the  ai^ior>- 
dinate  stations,  might  hare  a  Doable  Stock  (wfaic^,  for  so 
many  years,  had  been  recommended  as  essentially  requisite) 
that  is,  funds  to  provide  the  gtaods  ordered  at  the  proper 
seasons,  and  at  the  cheapest  rates,  and  have  goods  in  store 
sufficient  for  the  subsequent  year :— <-tD  jM-erent  dead  freight, 
rice  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Fort,  to  fill  up  the  tonaage,  whidi 
would  enable  the  Agent  to  dispatch  such  of  the  skips  as  ar- 
rived early  in  the  season,  t^t  they  might  reach  Englaiid  io 
the  iqaonth  of  March,  in  time  for  Uie  Comtpany-s  spiing  sales. 
Attempti  to  A  new  speculation  was  started  this  season,  at  Madras  and 

cuhivaie  fiax  in  Bengal,  or  the  erecting  a  manufactory  for  sail-cloth  and 
linens  ;— 4t  was  supposed,  that  in  the  country  round  these  Set- 

tlemeqts^ 
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tiementa  they  might  ruse  flax,  fitted  for  these  manufactures, 
at  this  time  supplied  by  Holland  and  Flanders,  l^ls  plan, 
if  it  answered,  would  encourage  industry  and  navigation, 
and  add  to  the  English  resources  : — ^if,  however,  the  heat 
of  the  cUmate  should  be  so  great,  as  to  prevent  the  cultiva- 
tion of  flax,  the  Court,  as  a  substitute,  ordered  that  one  or 
two  hundred  bales  of  linen  yarn  should  be  sent  home, 
to  be  manofactured  in  England,  because  this  import  would 
have  the  double  advantage  of  d^resnng  the  manufac- 
tures of  rival  nations,  and  c^  enconragbg  the  linen  trade 
of  Bngland ; — the  Company,  thus,  would  have  the  merit  c^ 
forming  a  new  article  of  British  merchandize,  and  would 
encourage  industry  and  navigation,  in  opposition  to  rival 
titaritime  powers  in  Europe,  and  give  useful  employineDt  to 
Eo^h  subjects. 

These  spirited  speculations,  towards  the  close  of  this 
season,  were  diecked,  by  a  series  of  those  untoward  events,  to 
which  oommerei^  enterprizes  are  subjected,  v».  the  uneic- 
pected  faUure  ib  the  asonied  interest  in  Londcm,  which  hithrato 
IuhI  famisbed  the  Company  with  buHimi  for  their  eiqiorts ;  the 
tJKptnre  of  Bantam  by  the  Dutch ;  and  the  loss  of  oae  of  tfa^r 
ontmrd-bouud  ships  (the  Johanna)  with  a  cvgo  of  ^0,000 
m  fauHion  :*~theBe  evet^  ooosuotaed  a  mn  on  the  Ccraopany's 
treasury,  and  produced  the  resolution,  for  maintaining  then*  cre- 
dit, that  the  money  arising  from  the  March  Sale,  1683,  should 
he  wholly  appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  their  debts ;  that 
3  Q  2  no 
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such,  as  to  induce  them  to  confine  their  orders,  this  sea- 
son, to  the  providing  of  pepper  for  the  ships  sent  to  China 
and  ToDquiUf  and  if  exchanges  at  both  should  fml,  then  the 
trade  to  Bantam  was  to  consist  of  the  sales  of  Ei^lish  produce, 
and  returns  in  pepper. 

As  the  trade  at  Amoy  had  been  lost,  a  vessel  had  been 
equipped  for  Canton,  with  a  letter  to  the  Viceroy,  oflfering  to 
establish  a  Factory  at  that  port : — the  Agent  at  Tonquin  was  to 
forward  the  sales  of  English  produce,  and  to  procure  silks,  cop- 
per, &c.;  and  though  the  Agency  at  Siam  had  been  directed,  in 
the  preceding  season,  to  be  withdrawn,  a  last  effort  was  to  be 
made  at  that  place,  to  push  the  sales  of  English  cloths,  &c. 
in  exchange  for  silks  and  Japan  produce,  suited  to  the  Surat 
and  Europe  markets,  and  thus,  if  practicable,  to  render 
Bantam,  and  its  dependencies,  the -centre  of  trade  in  the 
Farther  Indies.  <» 


The  principal  events  affecting  the  Company's  trade  and 
Factories,  communicated,  by^the  first  dispatches  of  this  sea- 
son, from  SuBAT,  were,  that  Bantam  had  been  taken  by  ^e 

Ihitch, 

(1) — Letlen  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Cooncil  at  Bontaaij  Itt  May,  i£th 

Jaly,  20th  Septemtwr,  ind  3d  October  l682. Letter  to  the  Ageat  and  Futon  in  China, 

11th  and  20ch  December  1682. Letter  to  the  Ageat  and  Facton  at  Siam,  20th  De- 
cember i682>— —  Letter  to  the  ^ent  and  Facton  at  Toaqiim>  ZOth  September  169%, 
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CHAP^.   Dutch,  on  the  30th  Augwt  1682^  but  without  any  explana- 
1682-83.  tion  of  the  effects  which  this  event  had  on  the  Ckimpimj's  trade 

wars  between 

Aurungzebe   and  shipping  at  that  pent ;— and  that  Anrungzebe  Was  equip* 

and  Saraba- 

gee^andbythe  ping  &  fleet,  and  assembling  a  large  army,  to  act  against  his 

MoguPsorder 

to  encrease     son,  Sultan  Acbar,  who  had  revolted,  and  united  with  Smn- 

ttie  customs 

atfiorat.        bagee  Aajah.     These  circumstances  materially  afiected  the 

iilland  tirade,  and  induced  the  !l^resident  and  Council  to  send 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Company's  goods  td  Swally,  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  hands  tif  either  of  these  rival 
pow^*s,  should  the  country  toiatbd  Surat  become  the  theatre 
of  war  :^^^-ffVench  tkoA  Butoh  vessds,  6f  large  site,  tod  with 
rich  cargoes  of  Butope  pMiAs  and  buUicA,  had  arHved,  which 
had  depressed  both  the  Bides  iHkd  purchases ;  and  the  Portu- 
giiese  at  GoiH  ttOtwithslandiu^  assttrailces  thM  they  would 
not  receive  or  enctrutiftge  Intei4i^ie«#,  hAd  addilfted  erne  6( 

their  ships  to  trade  at  this  port,  where  she  had  disposed  of  a 
rich  cargo,  and  taken  in  goods  for  Europe : — ^the  Portuguese 
had  also  adjusted  ihch-  proportion  of  customs  with  thq 
King  of  Persia,  and  obstructed  the  Company's  trade  and 
fefaippu6giti  that  Gulfi^^the  Company's  ships  faad^  however, 
successively  arrived  at  Suhtt^  and  gone  down  to  bring  up 
goods  frofai  CarWar,  Battiodb,  and  Onore;  and,  it  was 
hoped,  they  would  be  filled  up  and  dispatched  early  for  Eu- 
rope. <^) 

In 

(1)---Letter8  from  t&e  Residency  oJF  Sorat  to  {he  Courts  13th  and  18th  Novemberj 
9th  December  l682^  and  l6th  Xanuaiy  l1$8i-83. 


not  only  be  unprofitable,  but-  probably  attended  with  consi- 
derable loss ; — that  the  trade  in  diamonds,  (the  price  of  which 
continued  rather  to  increase  in  India}  would,  also,  ultimately, 
prove  a  losing  <x>ncem,  if  the  sales  of  them  in  England  were 
at  so  low  a  rate  as  the  Court  had  described ;  and  yet,  not- 
withstanding these  embarrassing  circumstances,  the  F^- 
sidency  had  dbpatched  six  ships  for  England,  at  the  end  of 
this  season,  the  cargoes  of  which  were  invoiced  at  14,33,000 
rupees.  ('* 
KepoTion  dte  Jn  1683-83,  the  revenue  of  Bombay  had  increased,  beins-. 

atateoftbeli-  '  af 

bad  of  Bom-  iJug  season,  calculated  to  exceed  the  two  preceding  years,  by 

4,700 

(I)— Letten  from  the  PrcMdwicf  of  Sunt  to  the  Coart,  USth  Jinuaiy  l(S82-83>  and 

lOth  April  1683; Letten  from  the  Agent  at  Corwir  to  the  Court,  10th  I 

1SS3,  ud  6lh  Jantury  l€e2-83. 
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CHAP.  ir.   ^as,   therefore,  made  to  the  Court,  for  instructioDS  and  aid, 
1682 -83,  under  these  circumstances/*) 
Difficulty  of  The  Company's  trade,  and  their  right  to  the  customs  at 

procuring 

payment  of    GoMBRooN,  in  this  scason,  experienced  new  difficulty,  from 

Customs  at  i       ^  •  • 

Gombroon,    the   economical  plan  recommended  by  the  Court,  bemg  in- 

and  the 

Court's  plan  consistent  with  the  orders,  that  an  application  should  be  made 

of  combining 

the  Persian     to  the  King  of  Persia  for  redress,  and  for  protection  of  trade  : 

and  Mocha 

,trade  imprac-  — ^to  obviate  this  difficulty,  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Gom« 

broon    stated,    that  the   appearance  of  a  small  Portuguese 
force,  in  the  preceding  year,  had  induced  the  Shahbunder  to 
make  payment  of  customs,  to  the  amount  of  nine  thousand 
tomands,  and  to  give  them  a  facility  of  trade ;  and  that  the 
annual  arrival  of  two  large  Ihitch  ships  had  impressed  the 
Shahbunder  with  an  opinion  of  their  power  and  wealth,  and 
facilitated  their  trade ;  but  that  the  arrival  of  the  Dragon, 
a  small  ship,  sent  out  on  a  speculation  of  trade  to  Mocha, 
Bussorah,    and   Gombroon,    instead  of  raising  the  English 
character,  tended  to  depress  it,  and  to  do  away  the  only  means 
which  could  be  effi?ctually  used,  to  ensure    an    opinion   of 
the  power  and  wealth  of   the  Company,  or  to  enforce  the 
observance^  of  grants  and  treaties  : — Whence,   the  project  of 
sending  the  Dragon   could   not  have  been  founded  upon  a 
knowledge  of  facts,  for  Mocha  was  supplied  by  Armenian  mer- 
chants, with  Europe  cloth  from  Surat ;  Bussorah,  by  cloth  from 

Aleppo, 

(l)— Letters  from  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  of  Bombay  to  the  Court,  22d 
September  1682,  and  Sth  January  1682-63. 
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CHAP.  II.    — ^it  appears^  however,  that  Mr.  Hedges,  the  Dh-ector,  had 
1682-83.  arrived  at  Hughly,  and  intimated  his  commission,  and  the  new 

plan  of  commercial  adminiisrtration,  with  which  he  was  intrust- 
ed ;  and  that  he  had  fomkl  both  Hughly,  and  the  subordinate 
Factories,  disturbed,  by  an  order  which  had  come  from  the 
Mogul,  for  levying  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  customs : — ^the 
Agents  at  Ballasore,  Cossimbuzar,  &c.,  were  struggUng  to  be 
exempted  from  this  tax,  and  making  such  purchases  as  would 
meet  the  Company's  orders-  The  progress  of  Mr.  Hedges's 
measures  must  be  collected  from  the  events  of  the  subi^equent 
season.  ('> 
Bantamtaken  Th^  revolution  which  had  taken  place  at  Bantam,  in  Au* 

M  aure?of  the  gust  1682,  accounts  for  the  deficiency  of  intelligence  from  that 
the°dd  King  ancient  seat  of  the  Company's  trade.  By  a  letter  from  a  Mr. 
thr  Engiuh  Hodges,  formerly  of  the  Bantam  Council,  dated  at  Tonquin, 
obliged  to  re-  it  appears  that  the  Dutch  had  drawn  the  young  King  into  a 
via.  rebellion  against  his  father,  who,  with  their  aid,   had  been  dri- 

ven, not  only  from  Bantam,  but  from  his  other  sea-ports ;  and 
that  when  the  Dutch  became  masters  of  Bantam,  the  young 
King  had  taken  possession  of  the  Company's  house ;  hence  all 
that  remained  to  the  Agent  and  Council  was,  after  making  in- 
ventories of  the  goods  in  the  warehouses,  to  proceed  to  Batavia, 
where  an  offer  was  made  to  them  by  the  Dutch  Governor,  of 
shipping  to  take  the  Company's  property  from  Bantam,  and 

to 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Hoghly^  and  the  Agents  at  the  tabordi- 
nate  Factories  in  Bengal^  27th  May,  14tb  and  18th  Mf,  and  2d  September  1682. 
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1683-84. 


CHAP.  11.  When  information  reached  England,  that  Bantam  had 

3  683  -  84.  been  captured  by  the  Dutch,  the  Court  determined  to  abridge 
ttructioni  to  the  equipments  of  the  season   1683-84 ;    but  not  having  re- 

their  ForeigD        ..,,,. 

SeiiiementB    ceived   precise    intelligence,    respecting   the   consequeDc:es    of 

influenced  by 

ihecaptureof  this  Outrage,  the  instructions  to  their  Foreign  Settlements 

BaDtam,  and 

ihebaokrupi-  were  necessarilv  varied,  in  the  course  of  the  season. 

cie»  of  neve- 

rai  great  hou-  It  could  not,  for  some  time,   be  discovered,  whether  the 

■ea   in    Lod- 

d°°-  States  General  had  authorized  this  proceeding,  or  whether  it 

originated  with  the  Governor  General  of  Batavia,  as  an  ex- 
pedient to  iind  resources  for  maintaining  that  establishment, 
and  fimds  for  the  Dutch  trade  ;  .but  a  sudden  and  considerable 
fall  in  the  Dutch  stocks  led  to  the  conjecture,  that  Bantam 
had  been  besieged  and  taken,  in  consequence  of  orders  from 
the  Dutch  Companies ;  the  eifect  was  precisely  the  reverse 
of  what  they  expected,  for,  from  the  alarm  taken  by  the 
Maritime  Powers  engaged  in  the  East-India  trade,  many 
"  of  whose  subjects  were  proprietors  of  Dutch  East-India 
stock,  unexpected  demands  were  made  on  the  Dutch  Com- 
panies, which  still  farther  depressed  the  value  of  their  stock  ; 
and  as  a  conrsiderable  proportion  of  the  money  drawn  from 

them. 
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CHAP.JL.  In  this  situation  of  their  affairs  the  Court  resolved  to 

1683  -  84.  dispatch  two  ships  for  Surat,  at  the  opening,  and  two,  towards 
equipmentf    the  close  of  the  season  1683-84.('> 

Sural.  A  farther  tonnage,  howera",  was  ordered,  from  the  fcrf- 

lowing  event : — on  receiving  information  that  the  Dutch  fiinds 

were  so  low,  that  their  imports  were  expected  to  be  ina>nsi- 

derabte,  orders  were  given  to  increase  the  investment  in  cloths, 

indigo,  .and  pepper,  which  it  was  hoped  might   be  done  at. 

reasonable  rates,  because  the  war  between  France  and  England 

had  rendered  the  interference  of  the  French  Company,  in  the 

Surat  market,  less  probable  than  on  former  occasions. 

Court  autbo-  The  King,  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  9th  August  1683, 

iLr,  to  erect  authorized  the  Company  to  exercise  Admiralty  Jurisdiction  in 

dicature,  and  the  countiies  witbitt  their  limits : — the  object  of  this  grant  was 

oiiraltj  Ju-   to  enable  them  to  seize  and  condemn  the  ships  of  the  Inter- 

jiidiction  ia  ■,       -n      •  ,  •         ■   «     ■ 

India.  lopers  :  for  mis  purpose,  ue  Fi'esident  was  appomted  Ja<^ 

Advocate,  pro  tempore^  to  take  cognizance  of  all  naval  cases ; 
these  powers  were  given  io  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat, 
to  resist  encroachments  on  the  Company's  privil^es,  at  the 
time  when  the  ships  and  cargoes  of  the  Intertopers  had  been 
detfuned  in  England,  and  prosecutions  instituted  against  the 
owners  and  commanders/'> 

This 

(I) — Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Prendency  of  Sarat,  Idtfa  Haj  1683. 

(1)— LettenfromlheCoQrttotbeFreudencyof  Suntj  SiitMaj,  ZOtliJulj,  Hlh 
Aiiguil,  6tb  September,   l6th  November,  and  lllb  December  i683,  aod  7th  April 

1 6S4. Letter*  Patent,  granting  the  OMnpaoy's  authority  to  exercite  Adminl^^  Jnrif 

diction.  Sec.  dated  gth  Angvnt  1683.    (Printed  ColIecti«n  of  Cbarten,  page  110.) 
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This  autfanitj  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  was, 
iiowerer,  ten^mry  only,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  seize 
the  goods  Cf£  the  Interlopers,  and  allow  the  parties  to  recover, 
by  suits  in  Chancery,  in  England  ;  for,  by  a  commission  from 
the  King,  dated  6th  February  1683-84,  and  from  the  Court,  i 
dated  7th  April  1684,  Dr.  John  St  John  was  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  be  erected  in  the  East-Indies, 
and  to  have  ci^n^ance  of  all  admiralty  cases  within  the  Com- 
pany's limits.  This  Court  was  to  be  held  at  Bombay,  as  being  a 
possession  acquired  by  the  Crown,  and,  by  it,  vested  in  the 
Company^  in  full  property  : — it  was  to  consist  of  the  Judge, 
and  two  Merchants,  Company's  servants  : — the  Judge  was  to 
bare  a  salary  of  ^200  per  annum,  and  allowances  at  the 
Company's  table ; — ^he  was  to  take  cognizance  of,  and  to  try, 
examine,  and  decide  on  all  cases  r^arding  the  Interlopers,  or 
private  merchants,  who  might  attempt,  contrary  to  the  King's 
orders,  and  in  violation  of  the  Company's  exclusive  privileges, 
to  trade,  or  estabUsh  Factories,  in  the  countries  within  their 
limits : — all  the  processes  were  to  be  in  Englisli,  and  not  in 
liatin,  and  a  table  of  fees  was  to  be  framed,  to  prevent  arbi- 
trary charges  on  the  King's  subjects,  or  the  Natives  <^  India.O 

The  capture  of  Bantam  by  the  Dutch,  led  to  the  decla-  B 
ration  of  the  Court,   that,   in  future,  they   would  consider  ci 

VOL.  II.  3  S  Bombay  n- 

tt 

(I)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  tbe  Pratideacf  of  Bartt,  Jih  April  l6B4. Com-  di 

mituon  from  tbe  King  to  Dr.  St.  JohD,  to  be  Judge  of  ibe  Admiraltj  Court  in  India,  6ta 
fOmaij  1683-84.— ~  Commiiiion  from  tbe  Eait-Iudia  Comptnj  to  Dr.  St.  Jobn,  pi 
April  l6M. 


a  resolution  wbicb  was  incompatiDie  witb  tne  retrencaioenifi, 
civil  and  military,  ordered  in  the  two  last  seasons. 
Court'idirec-  The  revolutian  at  Bantam  had  induced  His  Majesty  and 

tioni  for  en- 

creaiing  the  the  Court  to  Send  out  a  naval  and  military  force^  the  object  of 

revcDuei     of 

Bomba;.  which  was  to  oblige  the  Native  Powers  to  conform  to  subsistiDg 
treaties,  and  to  assist  in  the  restcn«tion  of  the  King  of 
Bantam,  who  had  been  dethroned  by  his  stm,  instigated  by  the 
Dutch  : — when  this  service  should  be  effected,  the  soldiers 
embarked  for  that  purpose,  were  to  proceed  to  Bombay,  and 
to  form  the  third  company,  on  the  military  establishment  of 
that  Island.  Forty  recruits,  also,  were  sent,  to  complete  the 
two  established  companies,  and  the  fmtifications  were  ordered 
to  be  strengthened  ;  and  to  add  to  the  eflfective  force  of  the 
garrison,  two  comp^es  of  Rajpoots,  of  one  hundred  men 
each,  were  to  be  embodied,  and  the  men  selected  from  the 
countries  not  subject  to  the  Mogul,  to  Sambagee,  or  to  the 
Portuguese,  to  be  commanded  by  officers  of  their  own  cast, 
to  use  their  own  arms,  and  to  have  a  weekly  pay,  half  in  rice 
and  half  in  money,  and  when  on  duty,  to  be  blended  with  the 
regular  English  troops. 

To  defray  the  chaises  of  this  enlarged  establishment 
(taking  the  Dutch  at  Batavia  as  an  example,  and  proceeding 
on  the  practice  at  St.  Helena)  a  duty  of  half  a  dollar  was 
ordered  to  be  levied  on  all  ships  anchoring  io  the  harbour,  (the 

Company's 


500  ANNALS   OF   THC   HOaOHABUC 

CHAP.  li.  ynis  considered,  might  restore  amity  and  commeroe  b^ween 

1683-84.  the  En^ish  and  Persians. 

The  armament,  for  this  purpose,  coincided  with  the  obli- 
gations under  which  the  King  and  Company  were  placed,  to 
restore  the  ol^  King  of  Bantam,  and  the  Company's  trade  at 
that  port,  and  was  divided  into  two  squadrons ;  one,  to  be 
under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Wetwang,  with  instructions 
to  act  against  Bantam,  and  the  other,  under  Sir  Thomas  Grant- 
bam,  intended  for  the  Persian  Gulf.  These  fleets,  in  the  first 
instance,  were  to  co-operate  for  the  reUef  of  Bantam,  where 
Sir  John  Wetwang  was  to  act  as  Admiral,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Grantham  as  Vif%  Admiral ;  but,  after  this  service  should  be 
efifected.  Sir  Thomas  Grantham  was  to  proceed  to  the  Persian 
Gulf,  under  orders  to  demand  the  payment  c£  the  arrears  of 
customs  from  the  King  of  P^sia,  that  is,  to  receive  thirty 
thousand  tomands,  in  full  satisfaction  for  the  debts  due  to  tlie 
Company,  and  to  insist  on  a  Phirmaund  for  the  moiety  of  the 
customs,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  treaty,  when  the  Ei^lish 
expelled  the  Portuguese  from  the  Island  of  Ormus,  and  re- 
stored Gombroon,  and  the  other  Persian  ports,  to  a  trade 
with  the  coasts  of  India.  As  a  separate  instruction,  the  goods 
at  Ispahan  were  to  be  disposed  of,  .and  those  at  Gombroon,  if 
not  sold,  placed  in  safety,  whatever  might  be  the  issue  of  this 
enterprize. 

In  the  progress  of  the  season,  an  arrangement  took  place, 

between 
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CHAP.  II.  wliich,  a  town,  iike  Madras^  was  to  be  erected,  die  rents  of 
1683-84.  which  might,  in  time,  defray  the  charges,  and  an  Engineer 
employed,  at^5  per  month,  for  this  service: — ^the  lesser  vessels 
of  this  6eet,  with  a  smaU  stock  of  goods,  were  to  attempt  the 
formation  of  Factories  at  Pegu,  Siam,  Maccassar,  and  Johore, 
and,  if  possible,  one  small  vessel,  with  a  cargo  of  Coast  goods 
and  skins,  was  to  make  another  experiment  for  a  trade  with 
Japan ;  and  letters  were  addressed  by  the  Company  to  the 
Emperor  of  Japan,  and  the  Governor  of  Nagasaki,  praying 
permission  to  trade  at  that  port. 

The  Presidency  of  Fort  St  George  were  farther  informed, 
that  the  ships  of  some  of  the  Interlopers  had  been  detained  in 
England,  and  prosecutions  instituted  against  them ;  that  every 
expedient  abroad,  however,  must  be  tried,  to  obstruct  their 
trade,  within  the  Company's  limitary — in  particular,  that  pepper, 
purchased  from  the  Portuguese,  or  from  Native  ships,  was  to  be 
warehoused  at  the  Fort,  to  be  ready  for  the  Company's  regular 
ships ;  and  that  an  investment,  in  diamonds,  (from  the  vicinity 
of  Golcondah  to  the  Fort,)  was  to  be  attempted,  on  the  Com- 
pany's account,  to  the  extent  of  3^20,000  or  jg30,000.(»> 
Mr.  Hedges,  As  Mr.  Hedges  had  been  appointed  by  the  Court  to  be 

Agent  in  .  ^  . 

Bengal,  Ait-  Agent,  with  a  Council,  at  Bengal,  independently  of  any  sub- 

miiied,  and        "^  '  ,  ^ 

Mr.  GySbrd  ordination  to  Fort  St.  George,  it  is  material  to  look  at  the 

appointed 

fteiident  of  nmftfipdipgg 

Fort  St.  '^  ^ 

George  and 

Sengal.  (I)— Letten  from  tbe  Coart  to  tbe  Preiidencf  of  Fort  St.  George,  3lit  Maj,  20tb 

Jnly,  14th  Aogoit,  5th  September,  igth  and  31it  October,  and  aiit  DeceoUwr  16B3, 

and  agth  February  16B3-84. 
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CHATii.  to  be  Agent  at  Bengal,  with  the  title  of  President  over  both 
1683-84.  Settlements. 

Measures  for  This  change  of  system  is  explained,  by  the  impression  of 

iheCoToman-  the  Couit,  that  the  Dutch  conquest  of  Bantam,  instead  of 

del  and  Bea-  .  .  i-         •     t  -n  j-t 

gal  irade.  promoting  the  power  or  influence  of  a  nral  Kuropean  Com- 
pany^ would  enable  the  English  Agents  on  the  Coromandd 
Coast,  and  in  the  Bay  <^  Bengal,  to  acquire  a  superiority, 
of  influence  and  of  trade,  in  both  of  those  countries; 
conceiving  that  the  Dutch  power  and  commerce,  would, 
in  future,  be  confined  to  the  Spice  Islands,  and  their  stock 
and  equipments  for  the  Peninsula  of  India,  diminished, 
which  would  afford  the  English  an  opportunity  of  larger 
sales  of  Europe  goods,  and  an  unriralled  purchase  in  Indian 
produce.  It  was  with  these  objects,  that  a  laige  vessel, 
the  Charles  the  Second,  mounting  seventy-two  guns,  under 
Sir  Thomas  Grantham,  was  directed  to  cruize  along  the 
Coast  of  Coromandel  and  Bay  of  Bengal,  to  seize  on  the 
Interlopers  of  every  description,  and  to  second  the  effi>rts  of 
the  Court  at  home,  for  suppressing  a  class  of  freebooters, 
acting  equally  against  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Company, 
and  the  interest  of  the  nation. 
Bwii'^Md  Besides  the  stock  sent  to  Bengal  this  season,  bullion, 

SoTtaiiTa'    estimated  at  sglOO,000,  was  ordwed  to  be  appropriated  to 
[iS'^atlhr   '*"*  branch  of  the  trade  : — of  such  consequence,  indeed,  had 
G^g«°'^'''*  '^^  *'^^  ^  Bengal  now  become,  that  a  military  force  was  to 
be  employed  against  the  Interlopers,  and,  if  possible,  to  get 


CHAP.  II.    the   Gulf  of  Persia,  should  co-operate  with  a  fleet  of  sue  or 
1683-84.  seven  sail,  under  Sir  John  Wetwang,  who  was  to  command, 
in  the  service  of  relieving  the  old  King  <^   Bantam,    and 
re-establishing  the  English  trade  at  that  pwt. 

Sir  Thomas  Grantham  sailed  for  his  original  destination^ 
under  the  instructions  which  have  been  detailed,  as  addressed 
to  the  Presidencies  of  Surat  and  of  Fort  St.  GecH-ge ;  but 
^er  the  Kill's  and  the  Company's  commissions  had  been 
given  to  Sir  John  Wetwang^  and  the  other  Captains  of  his  fleet, 
the  explanation  took  place  with  the  Dutch  Government,  and 
orders  were  sent  to  .the  Governor  of  Batavia,  to  re-deliva* 
Bantam  to  the  English: — ^the  original  object  of  the  Court, 
therefore,  was  abandoned,  and  this  officer  did  not  proceed  to 
India ;  hut  the  ships,  intended  to  be  under  his  command, 
were  dispatched,  under  Captain  Nicholson,  first  to  oscer- 
tmn  that  the  orders  for  the  re-delivery  of  Bantam  had 
been  carried  into  execution,  and  next,  to  unite  with  Sir 
Thomas  Grantham's  squadron,  in  the  extirpation  of  the  In- 
terlopo^,  and  to  second  the  plan  of  establishing  Factories  at 
Acheen,  Siam,  &c. : — Captain  Nicholson  was,  subsequently, 
to  touch  at  the  Company's  Settliements  on  the  Coromandel  and 
Malabar  Coasts,  and  at  Surat,  and  to  take  in  investments  fag 
Europe.  These  views  of  the  Court  were  directed,  rather  to 
give  vigor  to  the  trade  within  their  limits,  than  to  any  fixed 
object ;  the  ultimate  orders  being,  that  the  commanders  were 
neither  to  be  intimidated  by  the  Dutch,  ncn*  to  aflbrd  them  any 
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CHAP,  if.    ^at,  from'  the  wars  in  the  inland  provinces,  and  on  the  coasts 
1683-84  of  the  Peninsula,  between  the  Mogul  and  Sambagee  Rajah, 

Bod  Samba-        '  «  p 

gee,  the  want  wfao  had  been  joined  by  Sultan  Akbar,  one  of  tibe   sons  of 

of    sufficient  , 

■tock,  and    AuTungzebe,  the  iotemipttons  to  the  merchants,    conveying 
rcDcetofths  goods  to  SuTat,   and  to  the  subordinate  Factories    on  the 

French  and 

inierioperi.  Malabar  Coast,  had  been  frequent ; — that  investments,  to  the 
extent  of  the  Court's  orders,  could  not  be  effected ; — that 
money  continoed  scarce,  from  the  non-airival  of  the  Com- 
pany's ships  and  stock ; — that,  on  hearing  of  the  loss  of 
Bantam,  every  exertion  had  been  made  at  Surat,  Calicut,  and 
Carwar,  to  procure  a  quantity  of  pepper,  to  fill  up  from  one 
thousand,  to  fourteen  hundred  tons;— that  cloths  had  risen 
in  price,  not  so  much  from  the  actual  interferences  of 
the  French  ships,  as  from  the  reports  which  they  had 
published,  of  their  expectations  of  a  large  fleet  and  stock 
in  the  course  of  the  year  ;-*-and  that,  though  they  had  bee* 
hitherto  much  oppressed  by  the  Portuguese,  that  nation  having 
offended  Sambagee  Rajah,  Chaul,  and  even  Goa,  had  been 
invested  by  his  armies,  and,  therefore,  their  means  <^  in- 
juring the  Company's  trade,  and  their  connexions  with  the 
Native  Powers,  had  diminished. 

An  unexpected  event  had,  this  season,  occurred,  whicli^ 
more  than  any  other,  embarrassed  the  trade ;— several  ships 
of  the  Interlopers  had  arrived,  and  been  assisted  in  thdur 
projects  by  Messrs  Bowcher  and  Petit,  two  of  the  Company's 
servants,  and  Members  of  Council,  who,  for  this  condiic;, 

had 
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CHAP.  II.  that,  in  the  sequel,  we  shall  find  the  crews  of  the  Company's 
1683-84.  ships  sent,  first  with  Commissioners,  and  next  accompany- 
ing President  Child  to  Bombay,  to  prevail  on  Captain 
Keigwin,  and  his  adherents,  to  return  to  their  duty,  in- 
stead of  being  disposed  to  act  ofiensively  against  the  re- 
volters,  caught  the  prejudices  by  which  they  were  instigated, 
and  could  not  be  intrusted  in  the  most  necessary  services, 
which  the  Commissioners,  and  afterwards  the  President  and 
his  Council,  thought  might  be  effectual  for  the  restoration  of 
order  and  legal  authority. 

Captain  Keigwin,  and  his  associates,  then  addressed  letters 
to  His  Majesty,  and  to  the  Duke  of  York,  expressive  of  their 
determination  to  maintain  the  Island  for  the  King,  till  his 
pleasure  shpuld  6e  known,  and  enumerated  the  causes  which 
had  imposed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  revolt,  or  to  pre- 
vent the  Island  being  seized  by  Sambagee,  who  was  in  pos- 
session of  Caranjah,  or  by  the  Siddee,  or  Admiral  of  the 
Mogul,  who,  with  a  numerous  naval  force,  lay  near  it,  each 
having  in  view  to  expel  equally  the  King's  or  the  Company's 
forces  from  a  station,  of  which  both,  for  a  number  of  years, 
had  been  jealous,  and  each  afraid  that  the  other  might  anti- 
cipate him  in  acquiring. 

Captain  Keigwin,  and  the  conspirators,  next  represented 
to  the  Court  of  Committees,  that  the  selfish  schemes  of  Sir 
Josiah  Child,  in  England,  and  of  his  brother,  Mr.  John  Child, 
the  President  of  Surat,  of  whom  Mr.  Ward,  the  Deputy  iGo- 

vemor 
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CHAP^.  fluence  they  ascribed,  not  only  the  sufferings  which  had  driven 
1683-84.  theta  to  the  measures  which  they  had  taken,    hut  all  the 

evils  of  which  they,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Island,  complained. 

After  consultations,  which  continued  tfll  the  month  of 
March  1683-84,  and  after  duly  reflecting  on  not  having  any 
military  force  which  could  reduce  the  Island  to  obedience, 
and  that  the  crews  of  the  ships  so  far  favoured  the  re- 
volters,  that  they  would  not  act  c^nsively  against  them, 
it  was  determined,  to  dispatch  the  three  Company's  ships, 
with  their  cargoes,  estimated  at  above  one  million  of 
rupees,  to  England,  and  to  station  two  confidential  persons 
at  the  Island  of  Kenery,  and  two  at  the  Portuguese  set- 
tlement at  Vissavah,  by  permission  of  the  Siddee,  and  of 
the  Portuguese  Governor,  to  employ  boats,  whenever  ships 
might  appear  in  the  offing,  to  direct  the  captains  not  to 
go  into  Bombay  harbour,  hut  to  proceed  directly  to  Swally* 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  and  his  Council 
returned  to  Surat,  leaving  the  Island  of  Bombay  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  revolters. 
Thcrecorery  Besides  the  want  of  force,   military  or  naval,  another 

of  Bombay 

impeded  by    not  Icss  Strong  motive,  rendered  this  conduct  of  the  President 

the  Inter-  ^  ...  , 

lopers.  and  his  Council  indispensable : — ^the  Interlopers  had^  for  years, 

been  encreasing,  and,  in  the  present  season,  had  been  more 
numerous  than  in  any  former  year;  strong  apprehensions, 
therefore,    were  entertained,    either    that    the  revolters  had 

been 
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^APJ*,-  The  Agents  at  Ispahan  aqd  Gombroon  reported,  that  the 

1683 -84'  basis  of  this  project,  or  the  sale  of  EngHsh  produce  at  Mo- 
'Cha,  Bussorah,  &c.,  had  f^led,  or  was  impracticable,  and 
that  the  phin,  of  course,  could  not  be  realized ; — ^farther,  they 
stated,  that  the  orders  for  Persian  goods  at  Ispahan  and  Gom- 
broon, could  not  be  compUed  with,  for  the  exports  could  not 
be  disposed  of,  to  purchase  an  investment  of  silks,  Caramania 
wool,  &c.,  to  make  part  of  the  homeward  cargo;  but,  if 
proper  Agents,  with  a  sufficient  stock,  should  be  employed  at 
Ispahan,  these  articles  might  be  procured,  for  the  ships  of  the 
following  season,  under  the  risks  of  interruption  of  privileges, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  their  being  renewed/'* 
Th  Ptm-  "^^  events  at  the  Presidency  of  Foht  St.  George,  this 

sfGeorK*"^'  seasoH,  wcre  few,  and  regarded  only  the  provision  of  their 
prSre  an '"  investments  for  Europe,  and  the  plan  which  they  had  adopted, 
aDd"bTtSt    for  obstructing  the  trade  and  projects  of  the  Interlopers.     On 
^o^  nter  o-    ^j^^  g^j.  ^^  jjjggg  subjccfs,  after  expressing  their  disappointment, 
that  sufficient  tonnage  had  not  arrived,  they  specified  the 
a.moimt  of  the  investment,  on  board  the  two  ships  which  they 
had  dispatched  for  Europe,  viz.  2,53,500  pagodas ; — on  the 
second,  that  by  an  application  to  the  King  of  Gk^condah  and 
his  officers,  they  had  excluded  the  Interlopers  from  Porto 
Novo,  and  trusted  that  Alley,  the  principal  of  them,  would  not 

be 

(1) — Letters  from  tbe  Agent  snd  Faclora  in  Penis,  30(hMay,  21  at  September,  and 
I/th  December  16S3,  and  llih  January  16S3-G4. 


as  remained  in  their  possession,  and  which  were  not  vendible 
at  Tywan  or  Batavia,  were  sent  to  Fort  St  Geoi;ge  and  Surat. 

The  late  Agent  of  Bantam,  and  his  Council,  left  Sataria 
on  the  23d  August,  and  arrived  at  Surat  the  3d  November 
1663,  with  money  and  goods,  amounting  to  thirty-nine  thoa- 
sand  pieces  of  eight,  which  sum  was  charged  to  the  Surat 
account,  and  the  debts  of  the  Factories,  formerly  subordinate 
to  Bantam  (or  Siam,  Tonquin,  Tywan,  and  Jambee)  in  like 
manner,  amounting  to  one  hundred  toad  seventy-six  thousand 
[Hecesof  eight. 

The  seat  of  ihe  Company's  trade,  in  this  part  of  India, 
from  these  events,  being  lost,  the  difficulties  of  contiDiung 
commerce  or  connexions  at  Siam,  T^wan,  and  the  other 
dependencies  on  Bantam,  followed  as  necessary  consequenioes  : 
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1684-85. 


CHAP.  II.  At  the  commencement  of  the  season  1684-85^  the  Court 

1684-85.  appear  to  have  proceded  on  the  same  plan  of  obstructing  (with 
to  check  the  the  support  of  the  Crown)  the  Interlopers  in  Europe^  and  of 

InterloperSj 

and  lessen      abridging  the  charges  at  Bombay^  civil  and  military. 

the  change  of  ^  ^  •  *  • 

Bombaj.  The  Interlopers  had^  hitherto^  clandestinely  equipped  ships^ 

and  taken  in  cargoes  from  England,  and  had  proceded  direct 
to  the  East-Indies,  and,  on  their  arrival,  by  similar  arts,  had 
eluded  the  restraints  which  the  Presidencies  and  Agencies  had 
endeavoured  to  impose  on  them  :  in  this  season,  however,  they 
had  recourse  to  an  expedient,  which,  in  the  sequel,  will  be 
found  to  have  been  the  source  of  remonstrances,  as  well  as 
treaties,  between  the  Maritime  Powers.  The  ships,  instead  of 
taking  in  their  cargoes  at  a  British  port,  went  to  Ostend,  and 
took  in  Europe  produce,  on  British  capital,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  India : — ^thc  Court,  on  discovering  this  project,  applied 
to  the  King,  who  ordered  a  man  of  war  to  intercept  them,  but 
two  of  their  vessels  escaped ;  instructions  were,  therefore,  sent 
to  the  Company's  Agents,  to  seize  their  ships  and  goods. 

The  plan  of  abridging  the  charges  of  the  officers  intrusted 
with  the  defence  and  protection  of  Bombay,  was,  unhappily, 

«  carried  to  the  extreme  of  ordering  the  half  allowance,  paid 

for 
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CHAP.  It.   to  concert  such  measures,  as  might  be  advis^le  for  the  reco- 

1684-85.   very  of  the  place. 

The  Secret  Committee  stated,  in  a  report  to  the  King, 
dated  the  15th  August  1684,  that,  from  the  period  yfhea  their 
Charter  and  privileges  had  been  renewed,  their  cheers  and 
soldiers  had  enjoyed  encodragements,  superior  to  those  which 
the  Dutch  granted  to  their  troops; — that  the  pay  and  al- 
lowances of  an  En^sh  soldier  were  greater  than  those  of  an 
inferior  Dutch  officer ; — that  their  President  and  GovermH*, 
so  far  from  cruel  and  oppressive  conduct  towards  the  garrison, 
had,  on  aH  occasicms,  manifested  every  indulgence,  compa- 
tible with  the  duty  of  rendering  the  revenues  equal  to  the 
charges  of  the  establishment ; — that  since  the  Isluid  liad  been 
transferred  to  the  Company,  they  had  expended  the  large  sum 
of  ^300,000,  on  fortifications  and  improvements,  had  con- 
structed an  excellent  harbour,  to  become  the  resort  of  the 
English  trade,  and,  in  the  preceding  season,  had  embarked 
seventy  soldiers  to  St.  Helena,  and  two  complete  companies  to 
Fort  St.  George ; — ^that  they  bad  authorized  the  IVesident  to 
engage  five  c(Hnp{uiies  of  Native  troops,  to  serve  at  Bombay, 
and  that  the  source  of  the  rebeUion  could  be  traced  to  Mr. 
Petit  and  Mr.  Boucher,  two  of  the  Company's  civil  servants, 
who  had  been  dismissed,  for  encouraging  the  Interlopers,  of 
whom  they  now  had  become  the  leaders,  and  had  made 
appUcation  to  the  Mogul,  to  obtain  privil^ra  for  a  Fac- 
tory at    Surat,    similar    to   that    of  the  Company ; — that 

these 


assembled,  to  concert  measures  for  acting  o^Dsively,  and  to 
oflfer  rewards  for  apprehending  the  principal  mntioeav^  that  is, 

four 
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four  thousand  rupees  for  seizing  Captain  ICeigwini  four  thou-  chap.  ii. 
sand  for  Ensign  Thombum^  two  thousand  for  Captiun  Adder*  1684-85. 
ton,  and  two  thousand  for  Lieutenant  fletcher,  aiid  eight 
thousand  rupees  to  be  distributed,  according  to  rank,  to  such 
persons  as  might  signalize  themselves  in  the  service,  with  as- 
suiunces  to  those  who  might  be  wounded,  of  a  suitable  pro- 
vision by  the  Company,  or,  in  the  event  of  their  being  killed, 
of  an  allowance  to  their  families. 

The  instructions,  given  by  the  Secret  Committee  to  the 
President  and  Council  of  Surat,  in  substance  were,  to  try 
every  expedient  to  induce  the  revolters  to  surrender,  and 
to  employ  force  only,  on  their  obstinately  refusing  to  de- 
liver up  the  place,  stiU,  however,  keeping  to  His  Majesty's 
raiders,  of  excepting  the  principal  mutineers ;  but,  in  the  event 
of  a  g^ieral  pardon  having  bieen  granted,  before  the  arrival  of 
those  orders,  the  four  ringleaders  were  to  be  strictly  watched, 
and,  in  case  of  any  farther  ai:tempts  by  them,  they  were  to  be 
brought  to  trial  for  thdr  first  act  of  rebdlion,  and  if  found 
guilty,  to  be  executed,  that  an  example  might  be  made,  to 
prevent  future  revolts : — in  the  event  of  thdr  resisting,  till  the 
orders  arrived,  they  were  to  be  tried,  as  rebels  and  traitors. 

For  the  better  preservation  of  the  Island,  in  obedience  to 
the  King  and  to  the  Company,  the  seat  of  the  Company's  Go- 
vernment was  to  be  removed  from  Surat  to  Bombay,  where  the 
President  and  Council  were  to  reside,  and  a  force  of  three 
English  companies  to  be  maintained,  with  such  numbier  of 

native 
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CHAPJT.    natire  troops  and  militia,  as  the  President  might  deem    it 
1684-SS.  expedient  to  employ. 

Captain  T)rr.  1%^   Com^,  by  a  subsequent  application   to  the  Kingi 

Navy,  >«it    obtained  an  order  for  Captain  Tyrrel,  with  His  Majesty's  ship 
ceivetheis*    Pboenix,  to  accompany  the  fleet,  and  to  command,  under  the 

land  fiom  the  -_ 

Tevoitere,  and  President,  in  the  reduction  of  the  reverters.  If  Captun  Keig- 
to  the  Com-  win  should  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  Island  to  President  Child', 
or  to  any  of  the  Company's  officers,  Captain  Tyrrel,  who  com- 
manded the  King's  ship,  was  authorized  to  accept  of  the 
surrender,  and  to  re-deliver  it  to  die  Company :— this  ser- 
vice being  performed,  he  was  to  continue,  in  India,  with  the 
I^cenix,  at  the  Company's  expence,  for  one  seasmi,  and  to  be 
employed,  under  the  directions  of  the  President  and  Council^ 
in  capturmg  the  vessels  of  Interlopers,  and  to  receive  half  of 
the  Company's  moiety  of  such  seizures,  for  his  enoouragement 
in  the  service.  *** 
Commercial  The  commercial  information  to  the  Presidency  of  Sukat 

to  Sunt.  was,  that  the  tonnage  and  stock  wouM  be  considerable,  and 
include  one  large  vessel,  similar  to  that  commanded  by  Sir 
Thomas  Grantham ;.  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  orders  for 

cloths, 

(l)— Order,  under  the  Sign  Manual,  to  Captain  Keigvin,  to  deliver  the  I^nd'of 
Bomba;  to  the  Company,  23d  Ai^uit  l6B4.  Comminkm  from  the  KTiug  to  the  l^e- 

■idenl  and  Council  of  Surat  and  Bombay,  lor  taking  ponetiioa  d£  ifac  Island  of  Bombay, 

23(h  Auguit  1684.' •  InttTuctioni-from  the  Secret  Committee  «f  the  £a*t-India  Com' 

pany  to  the  Commiuionen,  25lk  Auguit  1684.—'  Letter  from  the  Secret  Committee  to 
Hie  Preiidency  of  Surat,  26th  September  l€S4.— ^  Commiuion  to  Captain  Tynil,  of 
Hii  Mqeity'i  ifaip  Pbonix,  33d  October  1684. 
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CHAP.  n.  the  cooomand  of  Sir  Thomas  Grantham,  who  was  also  invested 
1684-85.  with  a  King's  commission,  and  to  have  a  vote  in  the  Council 
at  Sorat,  while  at  that  port ; — the  object  of  this  equipment 
was,  to  recover,  if  possible,  the  English  Factory  at  Bantam; 
or,  if  that  should  be  found  impracticaUe,  t»  proceed  to  the 
Gulf  of  Persia,  and  there,  hy  the  appearance  of  force,  to 
endeavour  to  re-estabUsh  the  Company's  rights  at'  Gom- 
broon, &c. 
Sarmderof  The  proceedings  of   Sir  Thomas  Grantham,    in  these 

Bombay  to     services,  will  be  afterwTirds   noticed : — ^it   is   here   necessary, 

SitThomai  .  ,  i        <-i  .  «    ,  , 

Granthani,     only,  to  mention,  that  the  Court  were  ignorant  of  the  revolt 
very  to  the     of  Bombay,  at  the  time  of  his  leaving  England ;   and  that  his 

FretidcDcy  of 

Surat.  exertions,   at  that  Island,  resulted  from  consultations   with 

President  Child  and  Dr.  St.  John,  aiiter  his  arrival  at  Surat, 
on  the  16th  October  1684. 

.  In  all  the  reports  on  the  revolt,  the  President  and  Council 
ascribed  it  to  the  instigations  of  the  Interlopers,  and  to  the 
restless  disposition  of  the  soldiery.  The  first  subject  of  deU- 
beratioD,  after  Sir  Thomas  Grantham's  arrival,  was,  whether 
they  should  employ  force  or  persuasion,  to  induce  the  com- 
mander of  the  interloping  ship,  Bristol,,  to  deliver  up  that 
vessel  and  cargo  to  Sir  Hiomas  Grantham :— as  the  com- 
mander refused.  Sir  Thomas  did  not  think  himself  authorized, 
either  by  his  commission',  or  his  instructions  from  the  Com- 
pany, to  employ  force: — Disappointed  in  this  expedient,  it 
was  next,,  on  consultation,  resolved,  that  he  should  proceed 

to 


^ 


344  AKSALS    OF  THB  HONOBABLS 

9^*P-iJ-   stopped  the  Mogul  ressels  going  to  Grombroon,  and  taken  from 
1684-85.  them  whatever  they  deemed  to  be  Persian  property : — ^from 
this  interrnption  of  trade,  no  part  of  the  Company's  customs 
could,  this  year,  be  recovered. 

On  Sir  Thomas  Grantham's  arrival  off  Gombroon  (andt 
it  will  be  recollected,  he  was  sent  there  with  a  ship  of  great 
force,  to  ohtain,  either  by  treaty  or  by  hostilities,  the  fulfil- 
ment, by  the  Court  of  Persia,  of  its  engagement  with  the  Com- 
pany) he  found,  that  the  large  Dutch  fleet  off  the  port,  and 
the  Persian  troops,  would  prevent  him  from  trying  the  ex- 
pedient of  menaces;  and,  therefcve,  he  took  on  board  such 
goods  as  he  could  obtain  on  freight,  and  set  sail  for  Snrat, 
where  he  arrived,  and  was  serviceable  in  the  reduction  of 
Bombay,  as  detailed,  and  was  thence  dispatched  for  Europe. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  season,  a  small  quantity  of  silks 
.  and  Caramania  wool  was  purchased,  and  put  on  board  one  of 
the  C<mipai)iy's  ships,  and  forwarded  to  England,  with  the 
opinion  of  the  Agency  at  Gombroon,  that  the  prefect  of 
sliding  West-India  sugar  to  the  Persian  market,  from  the 
quantity  brought  firom  Bengal,  and,  in  a  refined  state,  from 
Muscat,  would  he  a  hazardous  and  unproductive  speculation.^') 
Obitnictioiii  The  trade  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  duriner  tlus  season,  was 

to  the  trade     _  '  a  ^ 

OT  (he  Maia<  intOTiipted,  by  one  of  those  untoward  events,  which  strongly 

mark 

(1)— Letten  from  the  Agent  and  Fadon  at  Gambroon  to  the  Coart,  38th  May 

I1SS4,  and  30lh  March  1685. Letter  from  Sir  "Diomas  Grantham  to  the  Company, 

dated  Gombroon,  lOth  September  1684. 
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mark  the  necessity  of  attention  to  the  rights,  as  well  as  to  the  char  ii. 
prejudices  of  the  Natives  : — ^two  small  vessels  belonging  to  the  1684-85. 
Company  (the  Mexico  Merchant  and  China  Merchant)  having 
gone  from  Surat  to  Carwar,  to  bring  off  the  pepper,  &c., 
collected  at  that  Factory,  the  crew  of  one  of  them  stole  a 
cow,  and  killed  it,  oflfending,  thus,  the  rights  and  religious 
opinions  of  the  EUndoos ;  being  resisted,  they  fired  at^  and 
killed  two  native  childr^i  of  rank;  the  irritated  Natives 
stoj^ped  the  carriages  conveying  the  Company's  pepper  to  the 
Factory,  and  the  Factors  (notwithstanding  their  expressions 
of  scmroWy  and  oflfers  of  reparation)  were  in  danger  of  being 
seized,  and  the  Company's  house  destroyed,  the  orders  for 
which  were  alone  suspended  by  the  presence  of  the  Com- 
pany's shipping,  and  by  the  expectation  of  a  general  battle 
between  Sambagee  and  the  Mogul  ^  which  would  decide, 
whether  the  country  was  to  belong  to  the  Mogul,  or  remain 
to  the  Hindoos/^) 

The  events  at  Fort  St.  George,  during  the  confusions  Ti«ie  od  the 

Coromandel 

at  Bombay,  were  fortunately  favorable  to  the  Company's  trade  Coast  more 

favorable. 

and  privileges.    This  Presidency  continued  on  the  most  friendly 
terms  with  the  Subahdar,   which  facilitated  the  sale  of  the  * 
Europe  goods,    and  the  purchase  of  the  investments,    and 
enabled  President  Gyflford  to  go  to  Bengal,  to  establish  the 
VOL.  n.  4  A  new 


(1)— Letter  froin  the  Factors  at  Carwar  to  Sarat,  J5th  Septembic  l684. 


546  AHNAU   flV   THE   EOHOKABLB 

CHAP.  II.   new  method  of  keefMog  of  the  Company's  accounts,  and 

1684-85.  to  restcM^   a   regaiar  line  of  trade,    between  HugUy,    and 

the  aubordinaite  Factories  of  Dacca,  Cossimbiuar,  and  Bal- 

lasore ;  as  abuses  in  both,   he  rqwrted,  had  ariseoL,  from  Uie 

innoratioos  of  Agent  Hedges. 

Daring  Mr.  G^flbrd'«  absence  from  Madras,  the  F«»* 
tory  at  Acheen  bad  been  confirmed,  and  the  quantity  of  the 
pepper  expected  to  be  procured  at  it,  was  considerable  ;-^ 
a  project  was  formed,  for  fisdng  Factories  in  the  Kivg  of 
Pegn's  dominions,  and  at  Buboo,  od  the  coast  of  China ; 
«certions  were,  also,  made  to  obtun  a  lease  of  the  town  of 
Vizagapat^,  and  peniussion  to  coin  rupees  in  the  mint  at  die 
Fort.  Hie  rerraue  of  Madras  had  encreawd,  by  levying  an 
additional  tax  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  but  the  CfKmcil 
were  afrwd,  (alW  the  example  of  Agent  Mmtera)  ta  extead 
the  duty  beyond  this  Hmit. 
PrMident  In  Bengal,    the  following  regulaticms  were  iBtrodnoad 

Gyffati't  re- 

gnUiioDs  for  by  Mr.   Gyfibrd : — by  one,  distinct  entries  of  purchases  and 

Mtending  . 

and  improT-  sales  wcK  to  bc  made    in  the  CompaBy's  books,  and  eene- 

ing  ibe  trade  '^      '  '  S 

to  Bengal,  ral  entries  of  the  wbc^,  in  the  books  at  Hugfaly ;  one  cof^ 
to  r«n^,  and  another  to  be  sent  to  the  Fort,  and  thence 
transmitted  to  England  : — by  another,  instead  of  having 
one  great  broker,  or  merchant,  the  Native  Merchai^  wwre 
to  be  formed  into  a  Company,  on  a  Joint  Stock,  amsiBting 
of  greater  or  lesser   shares,  the  members  of  which  were  to 

elect 
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CHAP.ii.  President  Gyflbrd  left  Mr.  Beard,  Chief  at  Hughly,  le- 

1684-85.  turned  to  the  Fort,   completed  the  lading  of  the  ships  with 

Coast  goods,  and  dispatched  them  for  Eurqpe.^^^ 
Failure  of  the  Bv  the  rcsolutions  of  the  Comi,  in  the  preceding  season, 

plan  for  re- 

settling  the    Sir  Thomas   Grantham  was  to  proceed  to  Bantam,   with 

Company's  ' 

Agency  at     others  of  the  Company's  ships,  and  with  Mr.  English,  one  of 

Bantana.  *       y  x  o 

the  former  Coimcil  at  that  port ;  we  have,  therefore,  to  trace. 
Sir  Thomas  Grantham's  progress,  previously  to  his  appearance 
at  Surat 

On  Sir  Thomas  Grantham's  arrival,  (nearly  at  the  same 
time  with  Mr.  English)  on  the  coast  xif  Java,  in  May  1684,  he 
took  possession  of  Hippin's  Island,  in  the  Streights  of  Sunda, 
on  which  he  left  an  officer  and  twelve  men.  From  the  best  in- 
formation he  could  collect  from  an  c^cer  of  the  young  King 
of  Bantam,  who  came  on  board,  he  learned,  that  Bantam  was 
garrisoned  by  five  hundred  European,  and  one  hundred  native 
troops,  and  that  there  were,  though  badly  manned,  twelve 
sail  of  Dutch  ships  in  Batavia  Roads ; — ^that  the  Governor 
General  was  under  apprehensions  of  the  arrival  of  a  great 
English  fleet,  with  troops,  to  recover  possession  of  Bantam, 
and  to  reinstate  the  old  King  on  the  throne,  and  had  such  fleet 

and 


(1)— Letter  from  the  Freildent  and  Coontil  at  Fort  St.  Glsorge  to  the  Court,  9th 

October  1664^ Letteri  from  President  Gyfford  and  CoudciI  at  Hoghly,  to  the  Chief 

and  Council  at  Ballasore,  4th  September,  2d,   igth,  and  3 Ist  December  1684,  andl3tb 

January  1684-85. Letter  from  the  President  and  Coonoil  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the 

Agent  and  Cooncil  at  Hughly,  5th  March  1084«85. 
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,    Slli^    *"  appoint  the  President  (now  Sir  John  Child,  Bart.)  to  be 
1685-86,  «(  Captain  General   and  Admiral  of  all  their  forces  by  sea  and 

Kind's  au- 
thority. Cap-  «  land,  in  the  northern  parts  of  India,  from  Cape  Comorin  to 

tain  General 

and  Admiral  *(  tjje  Gulf  of  Pcrsiaj"  he  was  to  be  attended  by  a  euard  of 

of  the  Com-  J       b 

pany'a  Settle-  thirty  English  grenadiers,  while  at  Bombay,  and  this  guard  was 
^'*-  to  be  commanded  by  Ensign  Shaxtfm,  with  the  rank  of  Cap- 

tain : — Sir  John  Wyborne  was  app<»nted  to  be  Vice  Admiral, 
within  the  same  limits,  and  Deputy  Groremor  of  Bombay, 
w  itba  salary  of  ^250  per  annum. 

The  charges  of  sending  recruits  from  England  to  India 
having  been  expensive,  and,  from  the  mortality  among  them, 
the  supply  inefficient,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  troops  should  be 
recruited  in  India,  from  the  crews  of  the  shipping,  with  con- 
sent of  the  commanders,  and  that  such  Scotch,  Dutch,  and 
Danes,  as  might  be  disposed  to  enter  into  the  service,  should 
be  engaged. 
DiTretiona-^  A  considerable  force  having  been  embarked  in   the  pre- 

J^,j!ir''''"br  '^^'^S  season,  to  assist  in  the  redaction  of  Bombay,  the 
'ears' of  CM-  C**"*^  desired  that  it  might  be  first  employed  to  recover 
biMn'  *^"  '^^  arrears  of  customs  at  Gombroon,  and  next,  to  act,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  for  the  protection  of  trade,  which, 
notwithstanding  the  I%irmaunds  which  had,  fix>m  time  to 
time«  been  granted  to  the  English,  had  been  oppressed  by  the 
Native  Govenux-s ;  but  explained, that  these  two  measures  should 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Presidency,  because  loc^  know- 
ledge,   rather  than  instructions  from  England,    must  direct 

thdr 
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their  servants :— this  force  was^  &rther  k>  act  io  repelling  th^    chap,  il 

encroadiments  i3f  the  Portuguese  and  Dotch.  »  1685-86*. 

/«      In  the  couroe  of  the  season,  mote  defined  instructions  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment or- 
w^e  framed,  arising  put  of  ey^ts.  which  mil  be  afterwards  <iered  to  be 

transferred 

detailed : — ^to  protect  the  Factories  in  Bei^al,  and  to  defend  ^rom  Surat  to 

^  Bombay. 

the  PreBidenc}r  of  Surat,  a. large  equipment  w^  prepared,, 
which  was  to  bring  a  reinforcemieat  of  two  hundred  I^gUsh 
soldiers .  for  Bomhay,  under  a  Ldeutenant  and  Ensign,  who 
WHS  to  act  as  Adjutant. 

The  seat  of  the  English  Goyerninent  was,  at  this  time^ 
ordered  to  be  transferred  from  Surat  to  Bombax  : — all  the 
Company's  stores  w^ne  to  be  kept  in  the  Castle^  and  the 
larger  shtpa  were.to  lay  in  the  harbour,  but  a  subordinate 
Agent  and  Co«neil  were  to  remain  at  Surat,  which  was  to 
be  reduced  to  a  Fa^etory  oply,^  to  preserve  the  commomcation 
of  trade,  between  Surat  and  Swally, 

The  Court  were  aware,  that  such  a  chai^  of  system 
might  olfend  the  Mogul  Goyernment,  or  excite  its  jealousy ; 
but  the  measure  was  ccwsidered  to  be  necessary  to  support  the 
English  character,  and  to  affi)rd  its  trade  an  imprc^naUe 
retreat,  which  they  tnisted  would  satisfy  the  Mogul,  and  the 
Malabar  Powers,  that  their  exactions  and  depredations  on  shore, 
could  be  counterbalanced,  by  the  capture  of  their  vessels^  at 
sea :  and  it  was  explained,  that,  in  all  treaties  which  might  be 
formed  with  Sambagee  Rajah,  for  trade  in  his  dominions,  par- 

VOL.  II.  4  B  ticularly 
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CHAP.n.   ticularly    at    Rajahpore    and   Carwar,     Bombay    should    be 

1685-86.  mentioned  as  the  independent  seat  of  the  English  government, 

at  which  a  maritime  force  would  be  stationed,  to  retaliate  on 

his  subjects   and  on  his  trade,  any  injaiies  or  eztortiiHis  the 

English  roi^  experience. 

Court'*  regn-  The  Orders  of  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  oi 

latiouforthe  i       i     ■    •  ■  i^    ■       t  • 

inienial  ad-  Bombay,  for  the  internal  admimstrabon  of  the  Island,  were 

iDiniitntion  ,      r,  i     »    .  'S       •  » 

of  Bombay,  equally  precise : — as  the  Company  bad  been  vested  with  au- 
thority to  exercise  Admiralty  Jurisdiction  and  martuU  law, 
the  Court  resolved  to  bring  to  justice  any  of  their  Ccnn- 
manders,  who  might  be  guilty  of  disobedience,  or  refuse  to 
act  against  their  enemies,  whether  Eun^ean  Interiqpers,  or 
Dutch  or  Portuguese  rivals ;  and  the  President  was  ordered  to 
enforce  strict  disciphne  in  the  troops,  either  re^lar,  or  mi- 
litia, that  the  force  on  the  Island  might  be  adequate  to  its 
defence  against  any  enemy. 

To  defray  the  charges  of  this  naval  and  military  force, 
the  customs  on  all  goods  were  to  be  encreased  to  five  per  cent., 
and  the  President  and  Council  were,  in  future,  to  observe 
such  orders  as  they  might  receive  from  the  Secret  Committee, 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  orders  of  the  Court 
less  known  to  their  domestic  or  foreign  enemies  : — in  -all  treaties 
with  the  Country  Powers,  it  was  to  be  a  preliminary,  that 
they  should  deHver  np  all  English  subjects  in  their  territories, 
without  reserve   (whether  they  were  Company's  sa*vant8  or 

not). 
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not),  to  the  respective  Presidencies  or  Factories,  which  might    p^^^^ 

demand  them.<">  1685-86 

The  commercial  instructions,  dminip  this  season,   ware  Commercial 

^  iottructiont 

formed  on  a  more  limited  scale  than  in  the  preceding  years,  on  ^^  ^^^^» 

Bombay^  and 

account  of  the  great  quantity  of  Surat  goods  in  the  Company's  ^^^^ 
warehouses  in  London  ;  a  considerable  stock,  however,  was  to 
be  sent,  on  the  shipping  consigned  to  Surat,  and  cm  those 
intended  to  make  an  experiment  of  trade  to  China: — all 
old  ddbts  (as  had  been  done  at  the  Company's  other  Settle- 
ments) were  to  be  cleared  off,  leaving  only  a  small  floating 
debt,  to  keep  up  ^  connexion  with  the  Native  Merchants. 

The  Court  renewed  their  orders  for  large  quantities  of 
pepper  and  cardamoms,  and  desired  that  the  Surat  cloths  might 
be  of  greater  Inreadths  and  finer  qualities,  and  that  the  prices 
speciied  should  not  be  exceeded/^) 

Towards  the  close  of  the  season,  the  Court,  on  receiving 
information  that  the  Madras  Government  had  fixed  an  Agent 
and  Council  at  Ptiaman,.  on  the  Island  of  Sumatra,  resolved 
to  aflbrd  this  station  every  support,  in  preference  to  that  on 
Hippin's  Island,  in  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  at  which  Sir  Thomas 
Grantham  had  left  an  officer  and  a  small  detachment.    As  a 

4  B  2  supply 

(1) — ^Letters  (totn  theCoort  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Snrat  or  Bombay,  28th 

October  and  23d  December  1685,  and  26th  March  1686.' Commiision  to  Sir  John 

Child,  Bart,  and  Sir  John  Wybome,  3d  February  1684-85. 

(2)f— Letters  from  the  Court  to.  the  General,  or  President  and  Council^,  at  Surat, 
6th  and  iSth  May  l685» 
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CHAP^.  supply  of  salt  had  be«i  reqmfed  for  Sumatra,  the  Bombay 
1685-86.  Council  w«re  ordered  to  direct  the  ships  from  PeFsia to  toacb  at 
Ormus,  and  bring  from  that  Island  as  large  a  quantity  of  salt, 
as  their  spare  tonnage  would  hold ;  and  that  a  country  ship 
should  be  hired  at  Bombay,  to  carry  it  to  Ffeimman  and  Tekoo ; 
one  half  of  the  cargo  to  pay  the  charges  of  frdgfat,  and 
the  other  to  be  ddirered  to  the  Company's  Factories  in  Su- 
matra/'* 

The  Agents  in  Persia  were  eensnrcd,  lor  not  Iiavii^ 
afibrded  the  Court  information  of  the  events  and  consequences 
of  the  war  between  the  Persians  and  the  fhitch,  and  for 
neglecting  to  let  out  the  C<nnpany's  ships  on  freight,  during 
this  war,  which  would  have  yielded  considerate  profit.('> 
The  Ageau  The  Opinion  of  the  Court,  respectiDg  the  depressed  situa- 

ceiuared  foi  tion  of  their  Factories  in  Bengal,  was  prefeced  With  a  cen- 

■beir  timidity 

re«pectiDg      gnre  of  their  Agents,  for  having  been  too  sdmussire  and  timid 

the  Nabob.  ^  ^ 

towards  the  Nabob  and  his  officers. 
Ordento  It  was,   therefore,    ordered,  that  the  Picsidency.at  Fobt 

Fort  St. 

George,   for  gx.  George,  should,  if  possible,  obtmn  a  ^irmannd  fin:  some 

streDgtben- 

ing  the  forti.  of  the  uninhabited  islands  in  the  Ganges,  and  ihat  Ingellee 

ficitioM  and  .   _  °  ° 

improving      should -be  fortified;    a  plan  having  been  Itvmed,    of  which 

tbc  levenuet. 

due  notice  would  be  given,    by  the  Secret  Committee,   for 

re-asserting 

(l) — Lelten  fhiin  the  Court  to  the  Preiidency  of  Suiat,  I7tb  Jnnt  and  lath 
Aiigtiit'1689. 

(3)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  tbe  Agent  and  Factora  in  Fenii,  lath  Anguit  and 
23dDe«e[uber  16B3. 
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CHAP.  IF.  The  infitructions  iTom  the  Secret  Comnuttcc,    diKdose 

1685-86.  the  resolution  of  the  Company,  (i^prored  of  hy  the  King,) 

Coart'isecret  ,,,.  .,  111  *•■■ 

iDMnictioni    to    retahate  the  injnnes   sostamed,    and  the  loss    en    thor 

to  commence  .  ,     -n  ■•■         •»■•  •  a      •^t  t     t       /•  -r^ 

ho>tii;tie*      pnvil^es  m  Bengal,  by  bostihties  agunst  the  Nabob  of  DairGa, 
Mogul,  and   and  the  Mofrol,  his  superior.     An  expedition  had  been  fitted 

the  Nabob  of 

Dacd,  vitb  out  from  England  for  this  service,  consisting  of  ten  ships, 

the  object  of  t  •  r^ 

gbuioing       £rom  seventy  to  twdive  guns,  and  the  conunand  givoi  to  Cui* 

pouetiioD  of 

Chittagoi^ ;  tain  Nicholson,  with  the  rank  of  Vice  Admiral,  till  his  arrival 

and  an  expe* 

dition  fitted    jq  the  Gances,  when  the  Agent  in  Bengal  was  to  act  as  Ad- 

OQt  for  that  ^*  ^  ° 

■■n-ice,  miral,  and  Conmumder-in-chief  of  the  land  forces.  On 
board  this  fleet  were  embarked  six  complete  companies  of  infan- 
try, irithout  captains,  it  being  intended,  that  the  Members  of 
Council  in  Bengal  should  act  in  that  ci4iacity : — this  force  wa» 
to  be  joined  by  a  ccNnpany  from  Ihiaman,  and  a  detacfameat 
ln»n  the  garrison  of  Fort  St  George,  and  by  the  seamen  from 
the  fleet,  so  as  to  form  an  eflfective  regiment  of  ten  cmnpanies, 
or  a  thousand  men  : — ^the  fleet  was  to  be  assisted  by  the  Com- 
pany's other  ships,  making,  in  the  whcde,  nineteen  saili — 
King's  commissions  were  given  to  Captiun  Nichdson,  and  to 
eighteen  other  commanders  for  this  particular  service ;  but, 
in  the  event  of  meeting  any  of  the  King's  ships  in  India, 
the  chief  naval  command  was  to  devolve  on  the  captain : 
— the  place  of  debarkation  was  to  be  Qiittagcmg,  which 
was  to  be  taken  possession  of,  and  fortified  in  the  best  man- 
ner : — two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  were  to  be  mounted  on 
it-i  and  when  in  the  possession  of  the  Company,  a  mint  was. 

to 
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CHAP.  II.    state  of  defence,  Uie  troops  were  to  proceed  against  Dacca ; 

1685-86.  and  as  it  was  presumed  the  Nabob,  and  his  troops  would  fly 
from  that  city>  peace  was  then  to  be  offered  to  him,  on  the 
fallowing  conditions : — ^tbat  he  should  cede  the  city  and  terri- 
tory of  ChittagcHig  to  the  CompaAy,  and  pay  the  Aehte  dne 
by  him ;  that  be  should  allow  the  rupees  coined  at  Chittagong 
to  pass  cuirent  in  his  district,  and  restore  all  privil^es,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  Phirmaunds;  each  party  to  bear  their 
respective  losses  and  expences.  in  the  war  : — on  these  condi- 
tions, alone,  the  Company  would  agree  to  resettle  the  Facto- 
ries in  Bengal : — if  a  treaty  to  this  e0ect  should  be  ctmeluded,, 
it  was  to  be  ratified  by  the  Mogul,  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob, 
and  by  the  President  €>f  Surat,  on  the  part  of  the  Company  : 
~^)ne-sixth  of  the  prizes  taken  in  this  expedition  was  to  be 
distributed  among  the  commanders,  and  one-third  of  the 
money  reiceired  from  the  Nabd),  divided  among  the  fleet  and 
forces. 

Subordinate  Besides  this  principal  object,  this  armament  was  to  reta- 

object!  of  the  «  c-. 

npedition.     Uatc  On  the  Kmg  of  Siam,  by  seizing  his  vessels,  to  compen- 
KinsofSiam,  gate  for  the  losses  which  the  Company  had  sustained  in  his 

and  to  at- 
tempt (he      dominions  ;  and  should  the  Portuguese  continue  to  exact  cus- 

conqueit  of 

Saiseito.  toms  at  Tannah  and  Cuanjab,  the  Presidency  of  Surat  were 
to  refuse  payment,  and  to  employ  the  fleet  and  military 
forces  against  them,  for  the  recovery  of  Salsette,  and  the 
other  dependencies  of  Bombay,  ori^nally  ceded  by  the  treaty 
between  Charles  II.  .and  the  Crown  of  Portugal ;  and  should 

they 
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CHAP.  n.    Acheen,  this  station  was  to  be  encouraged,  which,  with  Fria- 

1685-86.   man,  was  to  remain  subordinate  to  Fort  St.  George  : — ^trade 

was  also  to  be  attempted  between  China  and  Japan,  and  with 

Johore,  at  th^  extremity  of  the  Peninsula  of  Malacca,  near 

the  Straits  of  Sincapore.  (•> 

Experience  having  shewn  the  perilous  situation  in  which  a 
commercial  Factory  was  placed,  when  protected  only  by  grants 
from  a  Native  Prince,  liable  to  interruptions,  according  to  his 
interests  or  caprice,  or  to  rebeUions  against  his  power,  as  in 
the  case  of  Bantam,  the  Court  resolved,  that  the  settlement 
at  Priaman  should  be  rendered  respectable,  by  fortifications, 
and  by  a  garrison  sufficient  to  resist  any  Native,  or  even 
European  enemy : — the  fort  was  to  be  built  on  a  larger 
scale  than  that  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  a  dock  construct- 
ed,  to  acconunodate  shipping  in  the  necessary  repairs,  or 
for  building  such  country  vessels,  as  the  Company's  service 
might  require,  timber  being  in  plenty  in  the  country : — an 
arsenal  and  barracks  also  were  to  be  erected,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  troops,  and  sufficiently  large  for  the  three 
hundred  soldiers  which  had  been  embarked,  and  on  a  scale 
for  five  hundred  men  : — as  non-commissioned  officers  had  been 
obtained  from  the  King's  guards,  to  train  the  men  to  discipline, 

the 


(I) — Lelteri  from  the  Court  to  the  Preaidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  I3lb  ^Bd  26th 

August,  and  I4ih  October  1685. Letter  from  the  Secret  Commiltee  to  tlio  Prew- 

dency  of  Fort  St.  George,    14th  January  1685-86. 
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the  Chief  and  Members  of  Council  were  to  be  captains  of 
the  compaDies  ;  an  engineer  to  superintend  the  works,  and 
gunners,  trained  to  the  service,  were  appointed,  and  the  whole 
Settlement,  in  conformity  to  the  Company's  charter,  was  to  be 
regulated  by  civil  and  martial  law: — Mr.  Ord,  the  Chief,  was 
appointed  Judge  Advocate,  and  it  was  expected,  ibur  of  the 
Company's  ships  would  be,  annually,  loaded  from  this  port, 
with  pepper  and  cardamoms,  for  the  Coast,  and  thence  sent 
to  England.  0) 

To  presume  the  trade  at  Tonquin,  and  to  establish  a 

connexion  between  the  Fort  and  Priaman,  exchanges  with 

the  Japan  junks,  for  copper,  to  be  seat  to  Fnaman,  was  to 

be  encouraged,  that  an  indirect  trade  might  be  estabhshed, 

.  through  these  vessels,  between  Sumatra,  Japan,  and  China.^^' 

It  would  appear,  that  a  mutiny  had  taken  place  in  the 
Island  of  St.  Helena,  among  some  of  the  soldiers  and  inha- 
bitants, but  thiU;  the  garrison  had  been  able  to  suppress  it  :■ — 
a  few  of  the  ringleaders  had  been  tried,  and  found  guilty,-  but 
had  hem  pardoned;  tlus  lenity  the  Court  disapproved  of, 
having,  from  experience,  found,  that  such  forbearance  led 
only  to  a  repetition  of  the  offence ;  and  as  the  Company,  by 
the  late  royal  grant,  were  vested  with  the  power  of  exercising 
4  C  2  civil 

(l)^Letteri  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Conncil  at  PriamaD,  2iit  October 
1685,  and  20th  Janoary  1^65-66, 

(3)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Couodl  at  Tonquin,  ISib  October 

teas. 
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CHAP.  II.  The  letters  to  the  Court  from  Fobt  St.  George  and  from 

1^5-86.  Bengal,  during  the  season  1685-^,  have  not  been  preserved 

Deficiency  of  .       j^  i         i  /-  i  ■  i 

inteUigence    among  the  Company  s  records  ;  but,  from  the  reciprocal  com- 

from  Fort  St.  ...  ,       .  .       •     ■«  .       .  ... 

George  and    muDications  between  the  Agencies  in  Bengal,  there  is  evidence. 

Bantam. 

that  this  important  seat  of  trade  continued  to  be  oppressed, 
as  the  Factory  of  Hughly  was  surrounded  by  horse  and  foot : — 
Aithough_Perwannahs,  for  inland  trade,  were  given  by  the 
N^K»b  and  his  officers,  it  became  impossible  to  use  them  with 
any  commercial  advantage  ;^and  to  add  to  these  evils,  an 
interloping  ship  had  arrived  at  Ballasore,  and  orders  only 
could  be  ^ven  from  Hughly,  to  that  Factory,  «»  obstruct 
the  captain,  in  the  purchase  of  his  investments.  ('> 

(1)— Letter!  from  the  Agent  and  Ccnncil  at  Hogblj  to  the  Chief  and  Victory  at 
BtUauie,  3gth  Jane  and  3d  October  l68S. 
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CHAP.  II.  they  might  acquire  such  territories,  as  would  furnish  supplies 
1686-8^.  to  their  fortified  seats  of  trade,  and  gire  them  respectability, 
and  influence,  in  the  political  contests  of  the  Native  Powers  : 
— hence  the  reference  to  the  example  of  the  Dutch,  who 
owed  their  prosperity  to  the  plan  which  the  Company  were, 
at  this  period,  induced  to  adopt. 

With  this  object,  the  Court,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
King,  constituted  Sir  John  Child  their  President,  or  General 
at  Surat,  to  be,  what  in  modern  times  has  been  termed, 
the  Governor  General  of  the  countries  within  their  limits, 
and  also  the  Director  of  their  trade,  and  ordered,  that  implicit 
obedience  should  be  paid  to  him : — he  was  to  proceed,  for 
three  months,  to  Fort  St.  George,  and,  if  necessary,  to  go  to 
Bengal,  to  bring  the  whole  under  a  regulated  administration, 
the  fullest  responsibility  being  attached  to  him  and  to  his 
Council ;— he  was  vested,  farther,  with  discretionary  powers 
to  continue  the  war,  or  to  make  peace  with  the  Mogul, 
according  to  circumstances ; — he  was,  next,  to  seize  the 
goods  and  vessels  of  the  Kings  of  Siam,  Bantam,  and  Jambee, 
as  a  reparation  for  injuries,  and  to  bring  Uiem,  for  con- 
demnation, into  any  of  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  in  India. 
Mr.  Zinzan  was  to  act  as  President  at  Surat,  during  the 
absence  of  Sir  John  Child. 
damatit/fo'r  To  enable  the  Governor  General  to  carry  the  orders  of  the 

Briiith*w£?  Court  into  full  effect,the  Company  made  appUcation  to  the  King, 
ierviceofthe  who  issued  a  Royal  Proclamation,  in  July  1686,  requiring 

Native  Pcrw- 

en.  all 
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'^^^'3'  ^^**'®  ^  *^®  season,  the  GmipaDy  were  onacqnaioted  with 
I680-87.  the  result  of  the  expedition  under  Captain  Nicholson,  and 
that,  proceeding  upon  the  instructions  they  had  giren  to  him, 
and  to  the  President  at  Surat,  they  could  only  repeat  such 
orders  to  Fort  St.   George,   as  were  compatible  with  their 
former  measures  ;    or,    that  hostilities  ihouM  be  continued 
agunst  the  King  of  Siun  and  his  subjects,  till  he  Aoold 
cede  a  station  at  Merges,  at  which  a  Fort  and  Settlement 
could  be  established,  as  a  seat  of  trade,  in  the  event  of  the 
failure  of  the  project  oi  getting  possession  of  Qnttagong; 
— that  the  Bengal  manufacturers  should  be  encouraged  ta 
resort  to  Madras,  as,  in  time,  they  might  be  able  to  sup* 
ply  ihe  investment ;— that  the  Factory  at  Pettipolee  should 
be  dissolved,  and  the  Jarm  at  Vizagapatam  improred ; — that 
all  English  subjects  should  be  recalled  from  the  service  of 
fordgn   powers ;    and  that  every  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  the  soldiers  (two  hundred  of  whom  had  been  em- 
barked on  the  ships  of  the  season)  to  marry  the  native  women,, 
to  whom  a  present  of  one  pagoda  was  to  be  given  for  every 
chUd    they   might  have,    to  promote  colonization.      Thete 
expedients    mark    the    resolution    of  the  Court  to   obtain 
fortified  stations,   with  efficient  garrisons,  in  the  countries 
in   which  a  fixed    trade    could  be  established;    experience 
having  shewn,  that,  without  such  fortifications,  no  reliance 
could  be  placed  aa  treaties  with,  or  grants  from,  the  Native 
Powers. 

As 
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CHAP.  II.  his  authority  to  the  Ccunpany  to  coin  rupctes,  and  other 
I686-87.  money,  ia  the  nunt  at  Madras,  and  that  this  money  might 
be  current  in  his  dominions ;  and  in  all  future  treaties  with  the 
Country  Powers,  an  article  was  to  foe  introduced,  stipulating 
that  the  Company's  coin  should  be  allowed  to  be  curreut  in 
their  territories.  As  a  general  rule  for  the  iaterqal  adminia- 
tration  of  the  Settlements  in  India,  the  Agents  were,  in 
future,  to  consider  the  King's  Charters  and  the  Company's 
orders  to  be  the  only  conrtitution  ch*  laws,  un^er  which  they 
were  to  act.  O 


Difficulty  of  The  large  equipment  which  had  been  sent  from  Emrland 

acting  ia  In*  ^  ' 

dia^  00  the     last  season,    under  the  approbation  of  the  Kine.    who  harf 

Coart"»pl«ni.     _  ^  *'  ^^ 

given  commissions  to  the  officers  commanding  it,  prepares  us 
to  look  for  the  events,  in  the  Company's  foreign  Settlements 
with  anxiety  and  interest.  In  this,  as  in  many  other  cases 
it  wiU  be  found  more  easy  to  form  specious  plans,  than,  under 
all  the  circumstances  in  which  foreign  settlements  are  placed, 

to 

(l>— Utten  from  tbe  Court  to  tb«  RmnduMx  of  Fort  St.  Geoige,  uih  April.  9th 
Jane,  3d  September,  22d  October  i6e6.  (Secret)c   7(h  J$imatj,  33d  lOacch  iGoS-a?. 

and  3d  April  1687. ComnuMioo  for  •ettling  tbc  Preridency  of  Fort  St.  George^  32d 

October  1686. Letlen  from  tbe  Court  to  the  Ageot  and  Council  in  Bengal,  ^th  June 

1686,  7th  Juaaij  1686-87,  and  8tb  April  1687.—  Lcttm  from  the  Court  to  the 
Ageot  ind  Councit  at  FlriamaD,  39th  March  and  9th  June  1686. 
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self,  and,  apparently,  to  iucur  the  Court's  displeasure,  that,  in 
the  event  of  advei^e  fortune  attending  the  expedition,  an  open- 
ing might  be  given  to  the  Company  to  negotiate  with  the 
Mogul,  for  the  restoration  of  their  privileges  and  trade,  upon 
the  same  basis  as  they  were,  anterior  to  his,  apparently,  unwise 
proceedings: — he  farther  explained,  that  when  the  force 
should  arrive,  it  might  be  employed  against  the  Portuguese, 
to  attempt  the  conquest  of  SaLsette,  and  to  resist  the  projects 
of  the  Dutch  of  engrossing  the  whole  of  the  West  Coast 
trade  in  pepper ;  and  that  he  would  endeavour  to  cultivate  the 
fiiendship  of  iSambagee  lUjah,  and  su[^ly  him  with  the 
ammunition,  as  ordered,  because  he  considered  his  friendship 
both  in  a  political  and  commercial  view,  under  existing  cir 
cumstances,  to  be  of  the  highest  importauce  ; — that,  however 
even  in  actual  service,  he  would  rather  employ  the  topasses 
which  they  could  easily  engage  at  Surat,  from  having  a  gooc 
ojunion  of  their  fidelity,  than  bring  a  reinforcement,  of  this 
description  of  troops,  from  Fort  St.  George.  C' 

The  cdmmerciai  transactions  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat. 
during  this  season,  from  these  (circumstances,  were  few  and 
uninteresting,  and  went  cmly  to  keep  up  commercial  relations, 
and  to  provide  for  the  investments. 

From  the  intrigues  of  the  Dutch  at  Amoy,  the  commerce 

between  China  and  Surat,  and  with  Europe,  had  been  inter- 

TOL.  ix.  4  E  rupted; 

(l) — Letten  from  the  Preiideocj  of  Sorat,  3d  July  and  3d  October   l68d,  ant 
10th  Febnurr  16B6-B7  (Secret). 


tamed.  ^'' 

Pmoatare  If  the  intelligence  ctf*  the  intentions  of  the  Court,  re- 

cam  mence- 
ment  of  hoi-  specting  the  Boigal  expedition,  had  been  improvidently  dis- 

Hugbij.  closed  at  Bombay,  and  exposed  the  IVesident  and  Cotincil  of 
Surat  to  local  and  commercial  difficulties,  nnfbreseen  incidents, 
and  the  partial  arrival  of  the  fleet  in  the  river  Ganges,  ob- 
structed the  measures  of  the  armament,  in  the  country  in 
which  its  beneficial  effects  bad  been  anticipated,  in  Europe. 
After  the  Agent  at  Hughly  was  informed  of  the  Court's  in> 

tentioDSy 

(l) — General  Letter  from  the  Freudtncjr  of  Surat  to  tbe  Court,  loth  Eebnwiy 
1666-67. 

'     (3)— Letter  fitom  the  Compu/i  Linguiit  at  Iifwhui  Iq  the  Pretldeatat  Sunt^jltb 
December  1660. 


^    « 
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tentions,  and  after  a  part,  but  not  the  whole  of  the  fleet,  ar-   chap.  ii. 
rived,  an  affiray  at  Hbghly  brought  on  hostilities,  in  a  prema-  1686-87. 
ture  and  unexpected  manner:— on  the  28th  October  1686, 
three  English  soldiers  had  quarrelled,  in  the  Bazar,  with  some 
of   the  Nabob's   Peons,    and    were  wounded: — a    company 
of  soldiers  were  called  out  for  their  defence ;    afterwards  a 
second  company,  and  then  the  whole  of  the  English  troops : — 
an  action  took  place,  in .  which  the  Nabob'^  troops  weret  de- 
feated with  loss,    sixty  of   them  killed,  and  a  considerable 
number    wounded,  a  battery  of  eleven  guns  spiked  and  de 
stroyed,  the  town  of  Hughly  cannonaded  by  the  fleet  under 

Captain    Nicholson,    and  five  hundred  houses  burnt.     The 

■ 

Phousdar  affected  alarm  at  this  defeat,  and  solicited  a 
cessation  of  arms,  which  was  granted,  on  condition  of  his 
giving  his  assistance  to  convey  the  Company's  goods  on  board 
the  ships,  particularly  the  saltpetre,  of  which  a  very  large 
quantity  was  in  store. 

During  this  suspension,  the  Nabob  seized  the  English 
Factory  at  Patna,  and  made  their  servants  prisoners ;  but  the 
property,  at  this  station,  was  inconsiderable,  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  rupees. 

Before  the  action  took  place,  orders  had  come  from  the'  Demands  of 

the   Compa^ 

Nabob,  Shastah  Khan,  to  compromise  the  differences  with  the  nyon  the 

*  ^         ^  ^     Nabob  of 

English,   and  to  submit  their  claims  to  arfiitration : — ^to  this  Bengal. 
proposition,  the  Agent  and  Coimcil  were  disposed  to  accede, 
had  not  the  orders  of  the  Court  been  so  positive,  for  taking 

4  E  2  possession 
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The  Phoosdar  and  his  c^oens^   though  diey  oWsred  to  chap.  ii. 


restore  privil^^  of  trade  to  the  English,    and  to  give  their  1686 -8f.. 
Perwannahs  to  that  eflfect,  till  a  Hiirmaund  could  be  procured  to  Cbuu- 

DutteOf    or 

irom  the  Mogul,  acted  only  to  gain  time ;    the  Agent  and  Caicutu. 
Council,  therefore,  considering  that  Hughly  was  an  open  town, 
retired,  on  the  20th  December  1686,  to  Chutanuttee,  or 
Calcutta,  from  its    being  a    safer  situation^   during  any 
negotiation  with  the  Nabob,  or  Mogul. 

In  this  situation  of  the  Eng^sh  affairs  in  Bbngal,  the 
I>ittch  and  French  toclk  advantage  of  the  dispute,  particularly 
the  former,  who  having  eleven  ships  in  the  river,  obtained^ 
valuable  investments,  and  resettled  their  Factories,,  which  they, 
were  disposed  to  abandon. 

That  part  of  the  shipping  whicli  had  arrived  in  Bengal,, 
required  considerable  repairs,  and  much  apprehension  was^ 
entert^ned  for  the  safe  arrival  of  the  remainder,  having  on- 
board the  greater  part  of  the  troops  :— it  was  now  the  opinion,, 
that  llie  force  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  principal  object 
of  the  expe<Htion,  or  the  reduction  of  Chittagpng,. 

Afiidrs^  Fort  St.  George,,  duimg  these  events,  excited  p^rt  of  ti» 
much  anxiety  in  the  President  and  Council  :-*-on  receiving  the  Fort  St. 

Georgpe  dis*- 

Court's  instructions,  they  had  detached  the  principal  part  of  patched  to . 

.  .  ,        -  .  Bengal. 

the  garrison  to  assist  the  armament  intended  for  Bengal,  and 
with  it,  a  large  proportion  of  arms  and  military  stores : — and 
Aey  advised  the  General,  or  President,  to  retire,  with  the 
Company^s  property  and  servants  to  Bombay,  because  the  Fac- 
tory. 
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CHAP^.  ton^  at  Surat  might  be  seized  by  the  forces  of  the  Mc^ul,  for 
.1686-87.  reparation  of  injuries  sustained  in  Bengal;  and  though  they 
expressed  their  convicti<Mi,  that,  had  all  the  force  arrived  from 
EDgland,  it  might  hare  been  sufficient  for  the  object,  yet  as 
the  enemy  were  prepared,  even  should  it  arrive,  it  would  be 
luiequal ;  and  what  rendered  these  circumstances  more  alarm- 
ing, was,  that,  at  this  crisis,  the  Mogul's  army  had  conquered 
Visiapore,  and  would  soon,  in  all  probability,  conquer  GfA' 
condah,  which  might  lead  to  an  attack  on  Madras. 
Vreaide&t  To  avert  these  evils,    President   Gyffiird  addressed   the 

presents  to    MoguI,  explaining,  that  what  had  hf^pened  at  Bengal  was  for 

tlie  Mogul  .  , 

the  object  of  the  recovery  of  their  ancient  privileges,  only,  and  praying  for 

the  English 

amiameot  ia  his  protection,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  privileges  which 
had  been  granted  at  Madras :— ^t  the  same  time,  he  earnestly 
requested  a  reinforcement  from  Bombay,  of  men,  money, 
and  ammunition,  as  they  had  only  fifteen  English  soldiers  in 
garrison,  and  could  place  no  reliance  on  the  Portuguese  soldio^, 
en*  topasses. 

In  a  similar  manna-  as  in  BengaJ,  the  Dutch  took  advan- 
tage <tf  the  perilious  situa^n  in  which  Fort  St.  George  was 
placed :— seized  on  the  town  of  MasuUpatam  from  the  King 
of  Golc<Hidah,  (against  which  the  President  protested,)  but 
agreed  to  redeliver  it,  on  condition  of  his  paying  a  debt  of 
1,20,000  pagodas;  a  demand  to  which  his  distresses,  fiXHOa 
ihe  conquests  of  the  M<^1,  obliged  him  to  accede.     , 

On 
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vi,  k  On  the  Company's  connexions  in  the  Southern  ports 

>i)  ^  India,  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  reported, — ^tl 

ij  jnn  they  had  made  a  settlement  at  Bencoolek,  in  the  Island 

ret  a  Sumatra,  and  obtuned  a  Phirmaund  for  the  sole  govemmi 

dd  be  of  it ;— that  the  war  with  the  King  of  Siam  had,  agreea' 

ilann-  to  the  Comt's  orders,  been  declared,  and  one  of  his  gr< 

mg^  ships,  with   seventy   Europeans  and   an  English  captun 

Qfj^  board,  had  been  seiz^,  and  the  ship  condemned  at  Hugh 
and  that  they  had  made  another  experiment  to  settle  a  Fact 

^^  at  Amot,  in  China. 

c^  It  does  not  :^pear,  that  any  regular  account  of  i 

r  investment  was  transmitted  Irom  Fort  St.  George,  during  t 

,iKfi  sea8on.<'> 

( 1 )— LmIm-  from  the  FMudeiwy  of  Fort  St.  Gcorfe,  and  ftom  tbe  Agent  and  O 

'^  ell  at  HogUf,  to  tbe  Couil,  and  from  Hagblj  aod  Patna  to  the  Preiideacjr  of  Por 

.  in  Geoige,    28th  June,    igih  August,   i6tfa,  22d,  and  24th  No?ember,  201b  and  . 

^^  December  16S6,    17lh  February    and   Stli  March   1686-S7.— —  President  Gyffc 

Latter  to  Atirangiebe,  i;tbFebni«7l6e€-e;. 

in- 
Iff 

ijt 
f 
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power  in  India,  which  the  Court  had  adopted  at  Bombay,  w: 
ordered  for  Fort  St.  Geobge.  In  the  series  of  instructioi 
of  this  season,  they  stated,  that  an  improper  fear  of  the  Mog 
had  led  to  proceedings  in  the  President  and  Council,  ii 
consistent  with  the  resolution  of  assuming  this  rank ; — th 
the  war  against  the  Mogul  should  continue,  till  Chitt 
gong,  or  some  strong  station  in  Bengal,  should  be  acquirec 
- — ^that  though  the  twelve  hundred  pagodas  of  quit-rent,  ft 
the  territory  round  Madras,  hitherto  paid  to  the  King  of  Gc 
condah,  might  be  continued,  the  future  payment  must  depend  c 
his  keeping  St.  Thom^  in  such  situation,  as  not  to  become  i 
annoyance  to  the  Fort ;  and  if  he  would  not  let  it  on  lease,  i 
farm,  to  the  Company,  (considering  his  power  as  much  di 
creased,  by  the  recent  victories  of  the  Mogul,  and  his  havir 
been  driven  from  Masulipatam  by  the  Dutch,)  the  Presiden 
as  representing  an  independent  power,  was  not  only  to  refui 
payment  of  the  quit-rent,  but  to  declare  the  place  tl 
property  of  the  Company ;  the  Court  assigning,  in  one  i 
the  letters,  the  remarkable  reason,  that  it  was  impracticah 
to  carry  on  trade,  or  maintain  a  seAt  of  government,  witl 
out  revenue ;  and  that  this  revenue  must  be  levied  on  tt 
inhabitants  of  the  towns,  or  districts,  under  the  Company 
protection. 

The  Court  disapproved  of  the  conduct  of  the  Presiden( 
of  Fort  St  George,  for  not  having  followed  up  the  order,  wit 
respect  to  Priaman,  and  having,  in  preference,  made  a  Settl< 
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CHAP.  II.  ment  atBEVcooLEN;  but,  towards  the  dose  of  this  season, 
1687-88-  they  altered  this  opinion,  and  recommended  that  Yokk  Fort, 
which  had  been  built  near  Bencoolen,  should  be  Btrengtheoed, 
both  by  fortificationsj  and  by  a  garrison,  that  it  might  become 
the  principal  port  ftxHn  which  pepper  might  be  expected.  As 
this  fort  could  not  withstand  an  attack  («f  the  Dutch,  three  days, 
the  strengthening  the  fortificatioDs  had  become  indispensable ; 
and  should  the  Dutch  capture  it,  th^  were  to  employ  all  their 
means  to  regain  this  station,  to  make  rqnisals  on  their  shij^ing, 
-and  to  attack  all  their  small  forts  in  India.  In  the  event  of 
the  report  of  the  King  of  Siam's  death  being  true,  the  war 
was  to  continue,  till  possession  should  be  obttuned  of  Tenas- 
1SEBY,  which,  also,  was  to  be  fortified,  that,  from  this  port,  and 
Bencoolen,  a  share  might  be  r^^ained  in  the  pepper  and 
Southern  trades. 

The  relations  between  Fort  St  George,  as  a  seat  of 
government,  and  the  Indian  Powers  in  the  Islands,  or  more 
^tant  stations,  to  which  the  Court  wished  its  influence  and 
trade  to  be  extended,  were  intimately  connected  with  the 
internal  administration  ^to  be  establidied  at  the  Fort,  as  a 
Regency ;  for  it  was  laid  down  as  a  fixed  principle,  that  by 
force  (imitating  the  practice  of  the  Dutch)  they  could,  alone, 
render  the  trade  and  power  of  the  English  permanent. 
Tbe  TTDioa  Considering  Madras  as  a  R^eney,  under  the  protection 

owdattho    of  tbe  King,    whose  authority   had  been   delegated  to  the 
Company,  the  Court  iMtkred  die  King's  Ubion  flag  to  be  al- 
ways 
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ways  used  at  the  Fort;— the  fortifications  to  be  extei 
and  streDgthened,  and  the  charges  defrayed  by  a  rev< 
levied  on  the  inhabitants,  and  a  duty  of  five  per  cent.,  on 
toms,  to  be  fanned,  from  year  to  year ;  a  tax^  intended  t< 
made  general  over  all  the  Knglish  Settlemraits  tnjndia  ;— t 
hundred  soldiers,  drafted  from  the  King's  troops  in  Irel 
were  to  proceed  on  the  ships  of  the  season ;  and  provis 
(^rice,  &c)  were  always  to  be  in  store,  that  the  inhabit 
might  have  sufficient  for  a  six  months'  siege.. 

That  the  internal  administration  of  Madras  might  cot 
pond  with  its  new  character  of  a  Regency,  application 
made  to  the  King,  to  erect  it,  by  Charter,  into  a  Corporat 
and  the  question  had  been  agitated  in  the  FHvy  Con 
whether  such  Charter  should  proceed  frtnn  the  King, 
der  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  or  from  the  Comp 
under  its  Broad  Seal^  from  being  vested  with  a  righ 
exercise  a  delegated  soverdgnty  in  India.  The  argum 
en  this  case  are  det^ed  with  such  accuracy,  in  the  Coi 
letter  to  President  Yale,  of  the  12th  December  1687, 
the  subject  wiU  be  most  correctly  described,  in  their 
words. 

"  The  Govemour  and  Deputy  were  commanded, 
"  night,  being  Sunday,  to  attend  His  Majestie,  at  the  C 
"  net  Council,  when  our  intended  Charter,  for  incorpo 
"  ing  Fort  St.  George  into  a  body  politique,  consisting 
"  mayor,  aldenuan,  and  burgesses,  was  largely  ddl>ated  be 
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Ben^ ;  to  their  selfish  conduct  in  applying  the  stock  to  their   chap.  ir. 
own  projects  of  acquiring  wealth,  instead  of  giving  obedience  1687  -  88, 
to  orders ;    and  to  their  haying  no  sense  of   the  honor,    or 
the  interests,  of  the  King  and  Company,   who  had  confided 
in    them  : — ^reprobating,     thus,     construction  given   by  the 
Agency  in  Bengal  of  the  Court's  orders  fiw  negotiating  peace, 
they  declared  the  whole  to  be  an  excuse,  and  not  any  good 
reason  for  their  proceedings;    and  should,    by  their  sinister 
schemes,  the  objects  of  the  war  not  be  accomplished,  they 
intimated  a  determination  to  send  an  additional  force,  to  en* 
sure  the  acquisition  of  them,  and  desired,  that  the  Members 
of  the  Agency  might  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  embark, 
with  the  Company's  property,  for  Fort  St.  Greorge.     For  this 
purpose,  a  large  ship,  the  Defence,  fully  armed,  commanded 
by  Captain  Heath,  and  a  small  frigate,  were  dispatched ,  with 
a  reinforcement  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  soldiers  to  assist  in 
tihe  war,  should  it  have  been  continued,  or  to  bring  off  their 
servants  and  property,  should  they  have  made  any^  temporary 
truce,    or  treaty,    with  the   Mogul;    the  Ctnirt  farther  de- 
termined, that,  unless  a  fortification,    and  district  round  it,, 
should  be  ceded,  to  be  held  as  an  independent  sovereignty, 
the  charges  of  the  armament  be  defrayed,  and  permission  to 
coin  money  in  Bengal^  to  pass  current  in  the  Mogul's  and 
Nabob's  dominions,  be  granted,  they  would  not  consent  to  a. 
peace,  or  send  any  more  stocky   or  good^,  to  the  Ganges. 

4  ^ 

4G2  In* 
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lAP.  II.  Though  the  Court  approved  of  Agent  CSiamock's  ge- 

8J-88.  neral  conduct,  thej  condemned  the  irrewdution  with  which 
he  bad  acted,  in  this  instance,  and  considered,  that,  however 
expedient  the  armistice  granted  to  the  Phousdar,  after  the  aiEair 
of  Hugbly,  might  be,  it  was  unwise  to  have  prrented  the  sol- 
diers from  plundering  the  inhabitants,  which  would  have  con- 
vinced the  Natives  of  their  power ; — that  the  delay  which  tiiis 
armistice  had  occasioned,  bad  given  an  opportunity  to  the 
enemy  to  collect  his  force,  and  to  be  in  circumstaDces  to  resist 
that  of  the  Company,  whidi,  otherwise,  would  have  been 
adequate  to  the  attainment  and  defence  of  Chittagongi — that, 
besides,  the  vessels  of  the  King  of  Aracan,  in  co-4q>eration 
with  the  Company's  armed  ships,  would  have  distressed  the 
Mogul's  ships  and  salt-boats,  and  compelled  him  to  cede  a 
settlement,  which  might  become  as  independent,  as  those  of 
Fort  St  George  or  Bombay ; — k  sudden  attack,  therefore,  was 
to  be  made  on  Dacca,  the  conquest  of  which  would  be  an  ad- 
ditional motive  with  the  Mogul,  to  acknowledge  the  rights  of 
the  Company  to  Chittagong,  and  to  allow  the  trade  to  Dacca 
and  Malda  to  be  part  of  their  privileges,  and  render  Malda 
such  a  seat  of  power,  as,  in  a  few  years,  would  draw  to  it  the 
staples,  manufactures,  and  merchandize  of  the  neighbouring 
provinces ; — on  the  whole,  that  the  Indian  Powers,  however 
insolent  and  oppressive  they  might  be  to  the  Company's  ser- 
vants  and  trade,  when  apparently  without  the  means  of 
resisting    that    insolence  and   oppression,    yet  if  cHectually 

oppowd, 
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oppowdf  they  wonld  become  dbsequioiu,  when  they  saw  . 
force  ready  to  retaliate  injaries,  or  redress  wroDgs. 

The  Conrt,  aware,  under  the  circumstances  in  whicl 
their  servants  and  trade  were  placed,  in  Bengal,  that  an  in 
Testment  was  impracticable,  had  retained  the  stock,  bu 
hoped  that  the  ships  would  not  return  empty: — :to  obtain 
however,  some  supply  of  Bengal  goods  for  the  Europeai 
maritet,  permission  was  to  be  ^ren  to  private  merchants 
during  the  war  with  the  Mogul,  and  six  months  after  a  peace 
U*  import  into  England,  Bengal  prodtu»,  on  the  Company' 
ships,  on  paying  single  frei^t,  and  eighteen  per  cent,  ad 
ditional,  for  permission,  dvnorage,  and  sale  charges,  whicl 
goods  were  to  be  insured  at  the  Company's  new  office  at  For 
St  Geoige ;  an  indulgence  which  was  eictended  to  the  Frencl 
and  Dntdi  merchants  in  Bengal 

In  the  event  of  Chittagong,  or  any  other  fortified  station 
being  acquired,  the  Agency  were  ordered'  to  use  every  expe 
dientto  encourage  the  silk  and  cotton  manofacture,  and  always 
to  have  six  months'  proriaions  laid  up  in  store,  in  ca^  of  a 
siege.0} 

The  first  instructions  of  the  Court,  to  the  Agent  and 
Council  at  Bemcoolen,  appear  in  the  recmds  of  this  season  ; 
and  it  is  necessary  only  to  recur  to  the  orders  of  the  preceding 
year,  for  fixing  a  Factory  at  Priaman,  after  all  hopes  of  reco- 
vering 

(1)— LtttenfromlhaCODlttotbeAgwit  and  Cotucil  ^t  Bengal,  Uth September 
•nd  lath  December  1087. 
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CHAP.  [[.  vering  the  trade  at  Bantam  had  failed,  and  to  the  measures  of 
1687-83.  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  Greorge,  who  bad  establiahed  a 
Factory  at  this  station,  to  appreciate  the  resdutions  of  the 
Court  on  this  subject.  The  Agent,  who  had  erects  the  far- 
tifications,  for  the  defence  of  Bencoolen,  was  ordered,  by 
every  practicable  means,  to  strengthen  them,  and  an  officer, 
who  had  a  knowledge  of  engineering,  was  appointed,  to  as- 
sist ; — storehouses  were  to  be  built,  for  a  large  quantity  of 
pepper  to  be  ready  for  the  Company's  ships,  that  the  im- 
ptnts  of  this  valuable  article  m^ht  counter-balance  those' of 
the  Dutch. 

As  the  Company  had  adopted  the  plan  of'  finding  revenues 
at  their  Settlements,  to  defray  the  charges,  they  granted  per- 
mission to  individuals  to  load  pe(^>er  at  Bencoolen  and  Indra- 
pore,  on  condition  of  paying  one  halfpennyof  cuBtoms,  per 
pound  of  pepper,  for  what-  was  loaded  for  China  or  India, 
and  one  p^iny  per  pound,  for  what  was  sent  to  England, 
on  the  Company's  ships : — particular  care  was  to  be  taken,  to 
place  the  stations  of  Bencoolen  and  Indrapore  in  a  state  of 
defence  against  any  sudden  attack  from  the  Dutch,  and 
always  to  have  six  months'  provisions,  (tf  rice,  &c.,  in  store, 
in  case  of  a  siege.  <'' 

As  the  Factory  and  trade  at  Tonquin  had  been  contmued 
^antam  being  lost)  pepper  was  to  be  sent  fnnn  Bencoolra,.  to 

enable 

(I)— Lettenfroni  dw  Court  to  the  Agentsnd  Coimdl  at 
ud  80th  December  1087,  &>>  Febniar;  1687.88,  ind  4th  April 
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liable  this  Factory  to  revive  trade;    tbe  returns  to  consi 
diiefly  of  lacqaered-ware  and  pelong  silk.  <'> 

"Hie  sediticm  of  a  few  planters  at  St.  Helena,  havii 
happily  been  suppressed,  and  some  of  the  ringleaders  trit 
and  executed,  a  similar  {dan,  with  that  which  had  be< 
adopted  in  India,  was  required  for  this  Island:—^  gi' 
respect  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  the  King's  flag  w. 
to  be  hcusted,  that  the  Island,  though  under  the  manageme: 
(^  the  Company,  mi^t  appear  a  Royal  Settlement ; — freeh(^< 
were,  in  future,  not  to  be  granted,  but, the  property  to  rema 
in  the  Company  only ; — the  estates  of  the  late  delinqueaats  wei 
to  be  forfeited,  but  their  personal  property  giveo  to  their  fam 
Ues,  and  such  of  the  planters  as  would  engage  to  go  to  Bei 
coolen,  with  their  families,  were  to  be  allowed  twenty  acres  < 
land  at  that  new  Settlement ; — a  certain  number  of  negroe 
and  some  live  stock,  cows,  hoga,  &c.,  were  to  be  embarke< 
annually,  from  St.  Helena,  for  that  station,  on  the  ships  c 
the  season.  ^^ 


The  critical  circumstances  under  which,  at  the  concluslo: 
of  the  preceding  year.  Sir  John  Child  and  the  Council  of  Suba' 


(1) — Letter  from  tbe  Coart  to  tbe  Agent  and  Pacton  al  Tooqain,  gtb  Novembc 
1687. 

(a)^Lettenfn><n  tbeConitto  theOonrooraadCooncilof  St.  Helena,  3d  and  31: 

Aiviit,  6ib  and  gtb  September  1687. 
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CHAP  II.  were  placed,  prepares  us  to  resume  the  detul  of  erents  at 
1687  -  88.  Bombay,  and  to  describe  the  prudent  and  prorident  expedimtB 
sS"  when  which  were  adopted  for  maintaining  the  English  dtaracter,  as 
(houu  arrive  an  armed  but  commercial  people,  who  were  endeavounng'  to 
Bengal.  reptuf  ft»iner  errors  in  Bengal,  and  to  re-establish  the  English 
priyileges  and  trade  on  the  West  Coast  of  India. 

Sir  John  Child,  and  the  Council,  continued  at  Subat,  wi^e 
not  only  the  Company's  warehouses,  but  the  lives  at  thtic 
servants,  were  exposed  to  hazard,  by  the  orders  which  the 
M<^fil  might  issue,  irritated  (as  he  was  presumed  to  be,)  by 
the  rash  and  indecisive  ctHiduct  of  the  Company's  servants  in 
Bengal :  the  President,  therefore,  had  a  most  difficult  public 
duty  to  discharge;  on  the  one  hand,  to  carry  the  Court's 
,  orders  into  execution,  of  commencing  hostilities  against  the 
Mogul,  and  capturing  the  Siam  vessels ;  and,  on  the  other,  to 
keep,  if  possible,  on  such  terms  with  the  Governor  of  Sorat, 
as  might  postpone  extremities  against  the  English ;  and 
when  inteUigence  of  the  operations  in  Bengal  should  reach 
Surat,  to  find  a  plausible  pretext  for  offensive  measures. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  Sir  John  Child  had  determined  to 
act  on  the  principle  of  ascribing  the  war  to  the  injuries  which 
the  Company  bad  received  from  the  Interlopers,  &voured  by 
the  Mogul,  and  to  the  insidious  representations  of  the  Dutch, 
who  had  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  Native  Governors,  that 
the  English  were  acting  without  eontnml,  and  committing 
depredations,  for  which  they  could  not  be  made  responsible. 

Affiurs 
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CHAP^.  The  incident,  howeTcr,  of  the  Dragon  having  seized  a 

1687-88.  Surat  vessel  going  to  Siam,  gave  an  alann^  diat  t^  Bnglish 

Mr.  Harris       •  i  i  ' 

andiheCom-  intended  hostilities,  and  r^idered  the  escape  oif  the  Agent  and 

pany't  pro- 
perty detain-  FactoTS  from  Siirat  impracticable,  forthcT  weTc  carefuHf  wiatch- 

ed  at  Sural.  -         » 

ed,  and  detained  hf  the  Governor,  though  no  violenM  had 
hitherto  been  oflfered  to  their  property  or  persons.  On  tliift 
intelligence  reaching  Sir  John  Child,  he  detained,  by  Way  of 
reprisal,  all  the  Sutdt  ships  which  were  then  in  the  port  of 
Bombay : — this  decisive  conducrt  convinced  the'  (sovenuH-  t^ 
Surat,  tibat  cbneifiatory  measores  must  be  resorted  to,  or' open 
War  be  inevitable ;  But,  as  yet^  he  had  nOt  learned,  tiiat  any 
captures  had  been  made  by  the  EUgUsh  ships  sent  to  the  two 
Gulfs. 

Negotiation!  The  Ooveriittr  of  Surat,  on  this  occasion,  released  Afr. 

John  Child    Souuel,  ouc  of  thC'  Factors,  and  sent  him  with  a  coiUpliuea- 

and  the  Go-  ,-..       i   ,         .,.«  ^  .       .  .  ■- 

remorofSu-  tary  letter  to  Sir  John  Child,  in  substance,  expresnve  of 
bis  wishes  io  come'  to  an  acamiinodation,  and  to  know 
what  terms  wOold  satisfy  the  General,  or  induce  him  to 
return,  and  re-assume  theHrade  at  that  port.  Cocee  Ibrahim 
and  Duttgee  Vorah,  two  eminent  Surat  merchants,  yrete 
subsequently  sent  to  Bombay,  to  treat  with  the  General :— 4n 
reply.  Sir  John  Child  transniitted  to  the  Governor  t^  $urai„ 
by  these  merchiant^,  a  statement  of  grievances  sustwned  by 
the  English  from  the  Governors  of  Surat,  comprized  in 
thirty-five  articles,  prefaced  with  the  observation,,  that  repa- 
ration was  only  asked  for  the  injury  done  to  the  chara^trar 

of 
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on  the  Fort,  and  above  all,  to  maintain  the  character  of  the  chap.ii. 

English  nation,    by  defending  Fort   St.  Greorge  to  the  hist  1687-88. 
extremity. 

These  precautions  being  adopted,   Sir  John  Child  next  Negotiation* 

continued 

tried  conciliatory  overtures  with  the  Goremor  of  Surat,  by  wiih  tbe  Go- 

,  vernor  of  Sn- 

directing  Mr.  Hams,  who  still  was  detained  there,  to  use  nt. 
every  means  to  prevent  the  Siddee's  fleet  (which  was  reported 
to  consist  of  two  hundred  galUvats)  from  patting  to  sea,  be- 
caooe  thur  sailing  must  be  considered  as  hostile  to  Bombay ; 
adding,  the  kindness  with  which  the  Mogul's  subjects  had 
always  been  treated  by  the  English,  and  the  unwillingness  of 
the  Presidency  to  proceed  to  actual  hostilities. 

Affairs  were  in  this  critical  situation,  when  Capt^n  An- 
drews, in  the  Charles  the  Second,  returned  from  Persia  to 
Bombay,  mth  an  Interloping  ship,  and  six  Mogul  vessels, 
under  Dutch  f^lours,  detained  during  his  voyage : — this  event 
-  rendered  it  impossible  to  conceal  actual  hostilities,  and,  there- 
.^xe,  Captfun  Andrews  was  dispatched  to  Surat,  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  Ceesar,  to  seize  Dn  all  Mogul  vesseb  he  might 
meet  with,  on  his  passage,  or  attempting  to  enter  the  port,  and 
to  watch  the  Siddee's  fleet,  which  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  General  to  destroy,  if  he  kept  in  port,  as  this  would  irritate 
the  Mi^ul,  who  had  recently  been  victorious  in  Visiapore  and 
Oolcondah ;  but  if  this  fleet  attempted  to  put  to  sea,  it  must 
be  presumed  to  be  under  the  <H^ers  of  the  Mogulj,  and  with 

hostile 
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bdikvloiir,  appeared  to  them  to  be  practicable ;  mattors  were    CHAP-^^- 

left  in  dii» situation,  atthedose  of  theseason  1687-88/<>  1687-88. 

Id  this  state  of  the  war  at  Bombay,  and  while  the  Moeul,  Trade  in  per- 

iia    very    If 

vessels  were  seized  on  their  return  from  the  Gulfs,  the  trade  ">''^- 
at  GoHBKoatr.,  en*  in  Ps&sia,  could  be  carried  on,  in  a  limited 
decree  oxdcy  c-^prorisitni  was  made  of  various  kind  <^  gums, 
and  Eogliafa  cloths  (had  they  becsi  of  proper  colours  and 
qualities)  night  have  been  disposed  of,  to  the  amount  of  a 
thousand  half  jneces  annuallyi;  but  as  the  Armenians  had 
brought  doth  from  Turkey,  in  exchange  ^r  sUk,  it  was  ia- 
ferred,  that  silk  could  be  procuml  more  advantageouslyj  by 
barter  for  ckitfa,  than  by  money.^^ 

There  is  an  inexplicable  de6ciency  of  inforraaticm  in  the  Deficieoqr  of 

■        ioformatioa. 

Company's  records,  both  irom  Fort  St.  Georgb  and  from  thii  kuoii, 

,  from  Fort  St. 

Bengal,  the  theatre  of  the  war,  in  this  season ;    hence  we  George. 
can  only  collect  frmn  the,  letters  from  Suxat,  the  state  of  af&irs 
at  the  Fort,  or  in  Bengal,  at  tlus  crisis;  or  the  Mogul's  con- 
quest  of  Visi^Hire  and  GiolcoAdah,   and  his-  menacing  the 

Camatic; 

(1)— Letter*  from  the  General  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  tbe  Court,  17th  and  IStb 

May,  36ih  September,  attd/Ui  October  1367 Letter  fropi  the  General  and  Council. 

■t  Bombay  to  the  Prctident  and  Coancil  at  Port  St.  Geoi^e,  SOtb- Ngvember  1687;— — 
Latter  from  tb»  Agent  and  Faclon  at  Snrat  to  the  General  at  Bombay,  a4th  December 

I6S7. CommiiaioD  from  the  General  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  Captain  Wright,. 

32d  Auguit  1687. Letter  from  Sir  John  Child  to  the  FreiKli  Oirectore  at  Surat,  Bih. 

October  1637. 

(3)— Letter  ftomdw  Factori  at  Iipabu  to  the  GenenI  and  Conncil  at  Bombay,  10th. 
October  i€S7. 
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of  tile  Nsdmb's  Gieiieral,  with  veiy  tittle,  loss.  It  was  at  this  chap.  ii. 
cnsB,  that  th«  Agent  at:  Rstna  informed'  the  G«iwral  a&d  l6&^-i^. 
CduDoU  at  BnnbB^,  that  the  Nabob  bad  confiscated  the 
Company's  goods  at  the  Factory  of  Cossimbazar,  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-three  thousand  rupees,  and  had  compelled 
dieir  debtors  to  pay  to  him  the  money  they  owed  to  the 
Factory ;  by  the  secret  connivance  of  the  Governor  of  Patna, 
however,  the  Agent  was  preparing  privately  to  leave  that  city, 
and  proceed  to  Surat. 

A£^rs  remuned  in  this  situation,  till  the  month  of  September 
1687,  when  a  Perwannab  was  issued  by  the  Nabob,  granting 
permission  to  the  Bngtish  to  return  to  Hughly,  and  enjoy  their 
ancient  privileges ;  bat  it  can  be  collected  from  the  instructions 
of  the  Court,  and  the  foreign  dispatches  of  the  subsequent 
season,  that  this  indulgence  did  not  form'  the  basis  of  a 
treaty,  for  the  renewal  of  the  Company's  commerce  in  the  Bay 
of  Bengal,  but  arose  only  irom  the  arrival  of  the  large  arma- 
ment from  England.<'> 

While  Fort  St.  George  and  Bengal  were  in  these 
precarious  circumstances,  the  comtfierce  of  the  Company, 
whether  considered  with  regard  to  the  sales  of  its  exports  from 
Europe,  orthe  purchase  of  investments  for  the  home  market,  was 

VOL.  II.  4  I  necessarily 

(I)— Letter  from  the  General  and  CouncU  at  Bomb^  to  the  Court,  a6th  September 

1087. Letter  from  the  Agent  at  Patna  to  the  General  and  Caoncil  at  Bombajr,  25lh 

June  166?.—  Copy  of  Perwaanah  from  the  Nabob  Shaatah  Khan,  dated  Dacca,  4tb 
S^tember  1687> 
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CHAP.  u.  necessarily  irrc^ular^  if  not  suspended.    No  aoooanti  iippear^e 
1687  -88.  have  been  transmitted  from  the  new  Settlement  at  Bsncoolen, 

or  from  any  of  the  Factories  in  the  Southbhh  SmAS,  or  the 

Agencies  attempting  trade  with  China. 


SAST-IKDIA    COUFANT.  €11 


1688-89. 


The  measures  of  the  Court,   in  the  memorable  season  chap.  ii. 
1688-89,  as  far  as  r^arded  their  foreign  Settlements,  furnish  1688-89. 
onlj  a  continuation  of  the  expedients  which  they  had  adopted  mi^to  make 
in  the  prisceding  year,  but  varied,  from  the  effect  which  the  chief  ^  of 
dis^pointment  in  the  Bengal  expedition  had  produced.    With-  ^^'"ud 
out  receding  from  their   fixed  purpose  of  obtuning  fortified  to  mlgw^, 
seats  of  trade,   their  Goremor  or  General,    Su*  John  Child, 
and   his  Council,  were  ordered,  in  future,  to  reside  at  Bou- 
BAY  only: — the  ships  for  Europe  were  to  clear  out  from  this 
port,  and  not,  as  formerly,  from  Surat  or  Swally  :— the  com- 
mesvial  intercourse  between  Surat  and  Bombay  was  to  be  kept 
open,  by  the  residence  of  a  Company's  Agent   and  Factors, 
and  by  small  vessels,  carrying  to  tiiat  city  such  of  their  exports 
as  would  seU  at  this  market,  and  to  bring  off  the  articles 
which  were  collected  for  the  investment,  or  were  purchased 
by  the  Company's  brdkers.     It  was  expected,  by  this  plan, 
that  when  peace  should  again  give  confidence,  or  enable  them 
to  n^otiate  sales  or  purchases,  or   to  draw  articles  from  the 
inland  provinces,  which  the  Company  had  been  in  the  practice 
4  12  of 
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CHAP.  II.    of  purchasing,  they  might  make  up  full  assortments  for  the 

1688-89.  investment. 

Sir  John  Child  was  directed,  should  a  peace  in  Bengal 
have  been  oonduded  with  the  Mogul,  on  terms  below  what 
had  been  expected,  from  the  expedition,  to  endeavour^  by  aU 
means^  to  get  possession  of  the  Island  of  Salsette,  and  to 
fortify  it  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  fender  it  a  barrier  to  Bombay : 
^f^  however,  this  acquisition  should  be  unattainable,  Bom- 
bay was  to  be  fortified  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  become 
the  capital  of  the  Company's  Indian  possessions,  and  the  seat 
of  their  government  ami  trade.  The  General  vras,  on  no  oc« 
casion,  (even  the  probably  important  one  of  negotiating  a  peace 
with  the  Mogul)  to  leave  the  seat  /of  Government,  it  being 
considered,  that  his  going,  in  persm,  to  negotiate  a  peace, 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  R^ency,  and 
not  less  with  sound  policy  ;  because,  if  he  and  his  Council 
should  again  reside  in  any,  but  the  seat  of  government,  they 
could  neither  deliberate  with  wisdom,  nor  conclude  with  effica-^ 
ey ;  more  particulariy,  as  he  was  now  to  exercise  a  controlling 
power  over  the  odier  Presidencies  and  Agencies.  If  the  ur- 
g^icy  of  the  case  should  require  his  presence  at  Fort  St. 
George  or  Bei^al,  he  was  to  issue  such  orders  and  instruc- 
tions, as  would  connect  Ihe  whole  political  and  commerdal 
interests  of  the  Company  into  a  fixed  system,  understood  by 
the  Court  at  home,  and,  with  time  and  practice,  isftelligiUe 
to  the  Indian  Powers. 

The 
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ooonected,  not  only  with  the  ai^pearances  of  alliance,  or  wa 
with  the  Maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  but  with  the  probab 
changeB  which  might  take  phice  in  the  goremment  of  Enj 
land,  and  the  e£fect  which  those  changes  might  have,  on  tl 
administration  of  Indian  affairs.  This  uncertainty  of  tl 
ntuadim  of  the  Company,  at  home,  made  than  consider  tl 
Convmtion  between  Sir  John  Child  and  the  Governor  of  Sura 
as  of  more  cnnsequence  than  it  appeared  to  be,  when  tl 
Court  first  recdved  informadon  of  its  having  been  conclude! 
because,  from  the  relative  circumstances  of  France  and  Ho 
land,  in  Europe,  there  vras  a  strtHig  probability  of  a  wi 
between  those  two  Nations;  and  though  the  first  effe 
of  such  a  war  would  be  ruinous  to  the  French  affairs  in  tl 
Kast-Indies,  the  next,  probably,  would  be  a  war  betwet 
the  Dutch  and  the  Mogul,  from  which  the  Dutch  mig] 
obtain  more  favourable  terms,  for  their  trade  and  Settlement 
in  his  dominions,  than  the  English  had  acquired  from  tl 
Convention,  or  might  derive  from  any  treaty,,  of  which  it  ha 
been  the  {Hrqjected  basis. 

\^th  the  object,  therefore,  of  rendering  Bombay  a 
efficient  Regency  and  seat  of  trade,  and  to  enable  it  to  prt 
tect  the  Agency  lef^  to  keep  up  the  commercial  lelatioi 
between  Sorat  and  Bombay,  it  was  ordered,  that  a  dry  doc 
should  be  built,  and  a  duty  of  one  dollar,  per  ton,  levic 
on  every  ship  that  might  be  repaired,  or  careened,  at  it  ;- 
that  a  whaif  and  piers  should  be  erected,  for  loading  an 

unloadii] 


\ 
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CHAP,  IL  unloading  vessels^  and  rates  established^  to  be  paid  on  landing 
1688-89.  or  shipping  goods ; — ^that,  to  make  the  revenues  balance  the 

charges,  a  progressive  duty  should  be  imposed,  of  from  eoe 
shilling,  to  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  on  every  house  in  Bom* 
bay; — ^that  the  English  inhabitants,  not  in  the  Company'^ 
service,  should  be  liable  to  a  duty  of  ccmsulage ; — ^tbat  a  Post- 
Office  should  be  established,  and  reasonable  rates  for  letters 
imposed,  either  in  the  Island,  or  sent  and  received  in  the 
Company's  commercial  stations^  and  that  an  Insurance  Office 
should  be  constituted^  on  the  same  principle  as  that  at  Fort 
St.  George  ; — ^that  the  fortifications  should  be  encreased,  and 
the  garrison  strengthened,  by  recalling  all  Europeans  who 
might  be  in  the  service  of  the  Native  Powers,  and  ofiering  to 
such  men  encouragement  to  engage  in  the  Company's  military 
service,  because,  from  having  constitutions  habituated  to  the 
climate,  they  would  be  of  more  use,  than  recruits  brought 
from  Europe,  "  one  seasoned  man  being  worth  two  fredi 
^'  ones.'' 

Factories  on  Under  thcsc  arrangements  for  the  seat  of  tihe  R^i^eticy, 

the   Malabar  °  ~^        J' 

Goait  to  be  Sir  John  Child  was  directed  to  be  particularly  attetrtive  to 

fortified.  '^  ^ 

the  otit-factbries  on  the  Malabar  Coast ;  the  staedon  at  Re« 
torah,  in  the  Queen  of  Attinga's  country,  was  to  be  fbrtiSed, 
and  the  same  privileges,  if  possible,  obtained  for  itj  as  thfc 
Company  enjoyed  at  Madras.  In  the  same  manner,  the 
Factory  at  Tellicherfy  wai^  tti  be  strengthened,  that  die  Com<* 

pany 
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{rany  might  be  certain  of  receiving  an  inrestmeD 
pepper,  and  cardamoms. 

The  commercial  Tiews  of  the  Company,  ii 
were  necessarily  connected  with  the  plan  of  rendi 
the  seat  of  their  government  and  trade,  on  the  W 
-'—all  the  goods  purchased  at  the  subordu 
were  to  be  sent,  with  the  Iea£t  possible  delav: 
particularly  the  pepper  and  cardamoms,  and 
warehouses,  to  be  ready  for  the  ships,  that  i 
might  be  enabled,  in  Europe,  to  counteract  the 
system  of  the  Dutch. 

As  Bengal  goods  had  lately  be^i  in  great  ( 
Company's  sales,  and  as  the  imports  of  them,  : 
were  uncertain,  the  General  and  Council  of  Boi 
hold  out  every  encouragement  to  the  Armenian  n: 
that  they  should  receive  not  only  protection,  bu 
market :  any  charges  which  might  be  incurre 
such  encouragement,  would  be  fully  compensi 
trade  this  people  would  introduce :  the  reasons  a 
that  the  Armenian  merchants  carried  on  tra 
own  funds  and  credit,  and  that  they  traversed 
vinces  in  India,  and  collected,  (though  in  sma 
and  in  a  manner  which  had  not  excited  the  je 
Naiives)  the  most  valuable  commodities ;  if,  th 
could  be  induced  to  make  Bombay  their  print 
the  commercial  effect  would  be  incalculable ;  an 
VOL.  II.  4  K 


618  AKNALB  or  THX  HOHOBABUt 

CHAP^.    indace  tbem  to  accept  of  this  o£fer,  they  were  to  be  allowed  to 
1688-69.  send  their  goods,  od  the  Company's  ship|Hi]g,  to  Europe,  for 

sale. 
Eocoursge.  As  the  Armenians  were  also  the  principal  merchants  in 

gjvcD  to  tbe  Persia,  similar  encouragements  were  to  be  held  out  to  them, 

ArnieDiaDi,ia 

Pertia.  to  bring  silks  and  Caramania  wool  to  Bombay,  to  be  sent  to 

Europe,  as  part  of  the  Company's  investment,  by  which 
means  they  would  receive  greater  profits,  than  by  sending 
Persian  produce,  through  Turkey,  to  Aleppo. 

If  this  commercial  system  could  be  established,  the  Court 
concluded,  that,  with  the  large  stock  which  would  be  annually 
sent,  a  valuable  investment  might  be  in  store,  ready  to  be 
shipped  for  Europe,  and  arrive  to  p%-occupy  the  market, 
before  the  Dutch  imports  could  depress  the  prices.<'> 

iTio  Govern-  As  SuT  Joho   Child    had    been   vested    vrith    imKmited 

ment  of  Ha- 

dm  blamed,  control  oveT  all  the  Company's  Settlements  and  trade  in  the 

for   not    CO-  A       J  . 

««ntiag  in  jndies,  he  was,  after  establishing  the  new  system  at  Btanbay 
**^'-  and  Surat,  to  proceed  to  Foet  St.  Geobos,  and  to  firame 
regulations  for  the  Settlements  and  trade  on  the  Coto- 
mandel  Coast,  and,  at  his  discretion,  to  confirm,  or  to 
remove  from  their  stations,  their  servants  of  all  ranks. 
The  Court,  on  intimating  this  appointment  of  their  General, 
to  the  President  and   Council  at  Madras,  condemned  their 

conduct, 

(1)— Letteii  from  tbe  Court  to  the  General  and  Coundl  of  Bombay,  iiib  April 
lit  Maf.  26th  Jalj,  3?th  AugQst,  27tfa  September,  8th  October,  5th  December  l66S, 
nthJaoaary,  ISthPebrUTy.and  19th March  1668-89. 
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CHAP.  II.   pepper,  and  cardamoms ;  but  only  one  ship  was  to  proceed 
1688  -  89.  from  England  to  the  Fort,  the  charges  for  seamen's  wages 

having  risen  very  high,  in  consequence  of  a  general  impression 

that  war  with  France  was  inevitable ;  and  instead  of  sending 

stock  on  this  ship,  this  Presidency  would  be  suppUed  with  funds 

by  Sir  John  Child,  from  Bombay.  <*> 

Sir  John  Sir  John  Child,   after  settling  affairs   at  Madras,   was 

ceed  to^Ben-  directed  to  proceed  to  Bengal,  and,  in  the  same  maimer,  to 

vUor^of  "the '  cxcrcise  his  discretion,  in  continuing,  or  removing  fit)m  their 

Affairs.         stations,  the  Company's  servants  of  all  ranks,  and  to  endeavour 

to  re-settle  the  Factories  at  Cossimbuzar  and  Malda,  and  the 
new  station  at  Chutanuttee.  If  he  should  find,  that  the  French 
had  got  possession  of  Mergee,  he  was  not  to  attempt  to  dis- 
lodge  them,  but  to  solicit  a  station  in  the  Aracan  country,  to 
be  fortified ;  and,  if  the  Company  had  acquired  possession  of 
Mergee,  it  was  to  be  fortified,  and  made  a  dep6t  for  their 
Bengal  goods. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Charnock,  the  chief  Agent,  and  his 
Council,  in  Bengal,  was  blamed  by  the  Court,  as  having  been 
dilatory  in  the  extreme,  which  had  been  the  true  cause  of 
his  having  been  obliged  to  accept  of  terms  from  the  Nabob, 
and  from  the  Mogul,  which  neither  coincided  with  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Court,   when  they  sent  out  the  armament,  nor 

placed 

(l)»Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Presideot  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George^ 
11th  April,  27th  August  1^88,  and  15th  February  1688-89*—  Letter  from  the  Court 
to  the  Great  Moguls  7th  September  1688* 
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placed  the  trade  in  a  better  situation  than  it  had  been,  b 
coercive  measures  were  adt^ted ;  for,  instead  of  getting 
session  of  Chittagong,  and  being  able  to  treat  as  an  Indt 
dent  Power,  the  Company  would  be  obliged  to  o£fer  new  b 
for  a  station  which  they  might  have  conquered  ; — the  C 
however,  confirmed  Mr.  Chaniock  as  Agent  at  Bengal  i 
withstanding  his  errors)  and  directed  him  to  soUcit  a  '. 
maund,  for  re-establishing  the  Factories  at  Cossimb 
Dacca,  and  Malda,  and  for  the  town  of  Uleaburrah,  i 
held  of  the  Nabob,  on  the  same  terms  as  Fort  St.  Georg 

The  commercial  orders  recommended  similar  encoui 
ment  to  be  given  to  the  Armenians,  as  authorized  in  it 
structions  to  Sir  John  Child,  at  Bombay,  but,  more  sp 
cally,  to  oSer  them  thirty  per  cent,  profit  on  the  prime  cc 
such  fine  Bengal  goods,  as  they  might  furnish  for  the  in 
ment,  and  to  send  as  many  tafiaties  as  they  could  proc 
but  neither  raw-silk,  nor  cotton-yarn,  unless  they  coul 
purchased  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent  cheaper  than 
season.  <') 

The  only  new  instructions  of  the  Court  to  the  Govt 
and  Council  of  St.  Helena,  during  this  season,  wer 
permit  such  of  the  inhabitants,  with  their  families,  as  n 
chuse,  to  remove  to  the  Company's  Island  of  Bombay 
viously  with  the  view  of  increasing  its  population}  to  pre 


( 1)— Letter!  from  the  Court  to  the  Ageat  and  Council  in  BcDgil,  27th  Augutt 
the  12th  Febnurjr  1666-89. 
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the  Charter  and  privileges  of  the  London  East-India  Com-  chap,  il 
pany.  It  has^  also^  appeared^  that  during  the  reigns  of  1688  -  89. 
Charles  II.  and  James  II.,  the  Company  experienced,  from 
those  Sovereigns,  the  most  positive  protection,  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  were  enabled  to  check,  by  authority,  and,  by  legal 
means,  to  punish  the  Interlopers ;  and,  that  the  Company, 
acting  under  this  royal  protection,  had  endeavoured  to  main- 
tain the  character  of  the  English  Nation,  by  employing  force 
to  repel  the  injuries  and  breach  of  grants  by  the  Mogul  and 
his  officers,  as  well  as  by  the  lesser  Indian  Powers,  who  had 
excluded  them  from  the  trade,  or  deprived  them  of  their 

Factories* 

Under  impressions  arising  out  of  these  events,  the 
Court  of  Directors,  (when  the  civil  liberties  of  the  country, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  established  religion,  were 
assailed  by  that  sect  which  had  been  proscribed  by 
their  great  founder.  Queen  Elizabeth,)  proceeded,  as 
might  have  been  expected  a  great  commercial  body  would 
do,  whose  rights  had  been  conferred  by  the  Crown,  who 
held  every  consideration,  but  the  preservation  of  their 
trade,  to  be  extraneous  to  their  duty,  and  whose  con- 
duct was  to  be  guided  by  their  obligations  to  the  Pro- 
prietors, and  to  the  public :— on  the  one  hand,  they  partici- 
pated in  the  general  sense  of  national  Uberty,  civil  and  reli- 
gious ;  and,  on  the  other^  they  were  influoiced  by  the  cau- 
tion of  Merchants. 

The 
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CHAP.  If.  The  East-India  Company,  also,  were  in  a  more  embar- 

1688-89.  rassed  situation  than  any  other  coqiorate  body  in  the  King- 
dom; for  they  could  not  but  apprehend,  that  their  ancient 
rival  and  enemy,  the  Dutch,  might  divide  the  partiality  of 
the  Sovereign,  between  his  new  subjects  and  his  countrymen  ; 
and,  of  course,  might  render  the  rights  of  the  Company  less  a 
national  object,  than  involve  them  in  the  common  in- 
terests of  the  two  Maritime  States,  between  whom  the  trade 
and  power,  in  the  East-Indies^  might  be  divided ; — ^a  division 
which  the  experience  of  events^  in  1619,  had  taught  them  to 
consider  as  hazardous,  and  exposed  to  perilous  results. 

*  When,  therefore,  the  first  intelligence  arrived  of  the  ar* 
mament  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  Holland,  the  East-India 
Company  were  alarmed,  and,  (as  appeared  in  their  instructions 
to  their  foreign  governments,)  influenced  more  by  commercial 
caution,  than  taking  an  active  part  in  the  general  opinions  of 
the  kingdom  : — they  only  described  to  their  servants,  that  the 
Prince  of  Orange  was  expected  in  England,  "  to  secure  his 
^*  succession  to  the  Crown,  and  establish  the  Protestant  rdi* 
"  gion,'*  and  that  the  Dutch  fleet  were  very  strong  at  sea, 
and  had  a  great  army  embarked  on  it ;— **that  this  expediti<m 
was  reported  to  be,  exclusively,  with  those  objects,  and  at 
the  sole  charge  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  but  not  an  act 
of  the  States  General,  for  an  hostile  invasion  of  the  realm ; — 
that  the  first  effect  had  been  to  prevent  the  equipments  of 
the  Company  from  being  fitted  out,  or  proceeding  to  India, 

the 
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the  impress  of  men  being  so  general,  on  the  Kuig's  accotu 
that  none  of  their  vessds  couM  proceed  on  their  Tojrages. 

After  the  landing,  however,  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  ai 
his  army,  at  Dartmouth,  on  the  4th  November  1666,  and  aft> 
King  James  had  sent  Lords  Halifax,  Nottingham,  and  Gt 
dtdphin,  to  treat  with  him,  and,  bj  proclamation,  summone 
a  Parliament,  the  Court  continued  the  same  caution,  divide 
between  their  ancient  alle^ance,  the  general  expectation  of  ri 
forming  the  government,  and  the  hope  of  reconciliation  betwee 
the  King  and  the  Prince ; — ^in  their  letters,  therefore,  at  th 
crisis,  they  informed  their  servants,  that  the  Dutch  fleet  ha 
abstained  from  war,  and  from  making  prizes,  iemd  that  the 
army  preserved  the  strictest  discipline,  and  paid  for  every  thin 
which  they  required.*'' 

While  the  following  memorable  events  were  occurring 
— or,  that  hostilities,  between  the  King  and  the  Princt 
were  rendered  impracticable,  by  the  greatest  part  of  th 
Boyal  forces  having  joined  the  Prince  of  Orange ; — tlia 
the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  nation  were  favourabl 
to  his  enterprize ; — ^that  his  army  had  proceeded  to  Londor 
and  had  taken  possesion  of  St.  James's  ; — that  the  Protestan 
Lords  had  met,  and  agreed  to  address  the  Prince,  to  assum 
the  government,  civil  and  mihtary,  and  to  summon  a  parUa 

VOL.  II.  4  L  menl 


(l) — ^Letten  of  the  Court  to  the  PrMidency  of  Bombay,  Stfa  Oclober  and  i 
December  1688. 
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CHAP.  II.  ment,  (to  which  address  all  the  Commcms^  who  had  sat  in 
•  any  Parliament  during  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  assisted 
by  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  fifty  of  the  Common 
Comicil  of  London,  assented;)  and  that  the  King  and 
Queen  had  fled  to  France,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
the  principal  Popish  Lords,  were  imprisoned,  the  Court  of 
Directors  of  the  East-India  Company  confined  themselves, 
in  their  instructions  to  their  foreign  Settlements,  to  their 
peculiar  object,    commerce. 

A  general  stagnation  of  trade  had  been  the  effect  of 
these  events,  but  the  Court  trusted  commerce  would  revive, 
and  that  they  should  be  enabled  to  take  such  measures 
as  were  necessary,  for  providing  the  stock  and  shipping  for 
the  season ;  but  added,  that  a  large  fleet  and  army  were  col- 
lecting, to  be  sent  to  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
the  Protestant  interest  in  that  kingdom;  that  the  quota  of 
English  troops,  which,  by  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  had  been 
stipulated  to  serve  in  Holland,  were  about  to  embark ;  and 
that  the  City  of  London  had  advanced  the  smn  of  ^150,000 
to  the  Prince,  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  army  and  navy. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  that  the  Court  directed 
the  General  at  Bombay,  if  he  had  made  a  peace  with  the 
Mogul,  to  endeavour  to  get  possession  of  Salsette,  there 
being,  under  the  new  government  of  England,  no  fear  of  any 
intrigues  of  the  Jesuits,  or  Popish  priests,  to  obstruct  his  retain- 
ing it,  and  to  continue  the  war  against  the  King  of  Siam,  till 

the 
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l&e  Company  receiTed  fiili  satasfkction  foF  the  debts  due  to   ghap.ii. 
them,    as  he  could  not  expect  assistance  from  any  of  the  1688-89. 
JBuropean  Maritime  Powers. 

When  the  Ccmvention  of  Parliament  assembled,  on  the 
22d  January  1688-899  and  ofiered  the  Crown  to  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Orange,  as  the  next  Protestant  heirs,  and 
when  they  accepted  it,  agreeably  to  the  conditions  in  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  and  were  proclaimed  King  and  Queen  of  England^ 
on  the  13th  Fdbruary  1688*89,  the  Court  of  Directors,  on 
•the  15th  February,  dispatched  the  Chandos,  with  copies  of 
the  Prodamaticm,  to  their  seat  of  Government  at  Bombay, 
to  the  Presidency  of  Madras,  and  to  the  Agency  at  Bengal, 
^md  ordered  them  to  be  published,  with  all  due  solemnity,  not 
only  at  those  places^  but  at  all  their  subordinate  Settlements 
in  India.  (^) 

It  was  noticed,  on  the  first  approach  of  the  Revolution,  by 
the  appearance  of  the  Dutch  fleet  and  army,  that  the  general 
impress  of  men  ordered  by  King  James  II.,  had  prevented  the  '- 
sailing  of  the  Company's  ship,  Chandos,  Captain  Bonnell,  the 
only  vessel  which,  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  Company, 
they  then  proposed  to  dispatch  : — the  Court  had,  even  at  this 
time,  become  apprehensive  of  the  re-appearance  of  the  Interlo- 

4  L  2  pers, 

(I)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  General  and  Couocj]  at  Bombaj  11th  and  14th 
January,  15th  and  22d  February,  and  19th  March  1 688-89.— —  Letter  from  the  Court 
to  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  15th  February  1 688-89.— *-  Letter 
from  the  Conrt  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bengal,  15th  February  1688-89. 
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CHAP.  If.    pers,  always  ready  to  take   advantage  of  any  circamstaiioe 
1688- 89.  or  events  which^    they  might  apprdiend,  would    injure  the 

Company  in  the  exercise  of  their  exclusiTe  privil^es  of  trade ; 
and  though  this  vessel  did  not  sail,  till  after  the  settlement  of 
the  government  in  England,  yet  by  secret  advices,  as  weQ  as 
by  the  instructions  sent  by  Captain  Bound,  they  warned  thdr 
servimts  in  India,  to  be  on  their  guard  against  the  intmaions 
or  interferences  of  the  Private  Traders ; — a  class  of  men  who 
had,  upon  so  many  occasions,  been  the  means  of  involving 
them  in  disputes  virith  the  Country  Powons,  and  had  often 
brought  great  losses  on  their  Factories  and  trade.  Sach  ap* 
prehensions  were  most  natural,  as  the  imn^ediate  result  of 
the  first  aspect  of  a  change  in  the  government,  and  were 
confirmed,  by  the  re-appearance  of  interloping  equipments, 
as  soon  as  that  change  had  taken  place. 

The  Court,  thus,  with  a  steady  attention  to  their  rights, 
and  probably  anticipating  questions  regarding  them,  gave  a 
commission  to  Captain  Bonnell,  the  preamble  to  which  enu- 
merated the  difierent  grants  which  had  been  obtained  by  the 
Company,  from  Charles  II.  and  James  II.,  with  the  actual  cir- 
cumstances  regarding  the  war  with  the  Mogul  and  the  King  of 
Siam,  and  authorized  him  to  make  prizes,  not  only  of  the  vessels 
of  the  Indian  Powers,  with  whom  they  were  at  war,  but 
of  the  ships  employed  by  the  Interlopers,  and  to  seize  on 
the  individuals  who  might  attempt  to  trade  in  their  limits, 
without  the  Company's  licence.     The  letter,  furnishing  the 

directions 
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CHAP.H.  ^  steady,  r^teous  gova'nment,  that  though  they  hare 
1688-89.  "  been  frequently  iruRtrated  of  their  expectations,  they  are 
"  capable  of  being  deceived  agaiae,  by  the  self-sfune  methods 
^*  as  they  hare  often  been  deceived  with  ah-eady ;  which  cau- 
"  tion  we  give  you,  for  your  own  sakes,  more  than  for  the 
*'  Companyes."  <"' 


Political  and  jj  ^jrju  \^  necessarv.  in  reviewing  the  fweifn  tnmsactions 

commercial  ^  o  o 

^l"*^''  ^""  ^^  ^^  East-India  Company,  to  extend  the  Annals  bey«id  the 
^'  season  1688-89,  to  bring  into  view  the  complicated  proceedings 

at  each  of  the  Presidencies,  the  e&ct  c^  those  proceedings 
on  the  Company's  Settlements  and  trade,  and  the  measures 
adopted,  on  receiving  intelligeoce  of  the  Revcdution  in 
England. 

When  the  Court  had  determined  to  levy  war  against  Au- 
j  ningzebe,  to  resist  his  breach  of  Pliirmaunds  and  grants,  and 

had  appointed  Sir  Joiin  Child  to  be  General,  or  superior  of 
j  r  the  whole  of  the  Compfiny's  Settlements,  with  the  object  of 

[  i  acquiring  a  fortified  statitm  in  Bengal,  they  were  ignorant  of 

^  the  conquest  of  the  kingdoms  of  Visiapore  uid  Gtdoondah, 

\  and  of  the  decline  of  Sambagee's  power. 

I 

•I  (1) — Letter  from  tbe Conrt  to  tbe Fruldent  and Conncil  of  Fort  St.  George,  IStfa 

Sebruary  l6SB-89.~  Coramiision  and  logtmctioni  to  Captain  BoDnell,  of  (be  Com- 
j>any'4  ihij)  CfaBodoa,  iJih  Febroarjr  1688.89. 
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In  the  Foreign  Annals  of  the  preceding  year,  the  ju-  chap.  ii. 
dicious  and  active  measures  of  Sir  John  Child  were  described,  1688-89. 
till  the  period  wh^i  he  assumed  the  govemmait  of  Bombay, 
and  when  the  return  of  the  Company's  strips  from  the  two 
Gulfs,  with  their  prizes,  convinced  the  Governor  of  Surat,. 
that  hostilities  w^re  commenced.  On  the  departure  of  Sir 
John  Child  froQi  Surat,  he  left  Mr.  Harris,  as  Agent,  with  a 
Council,  to  preserve  the  Company's  house  and  property,  and 
to  avail  himself  of  any  opportunity  which  might  occur,  of 
opening  negotiations  with  the  Governor ;  but  to  this  precau- 
tion of  Sir  John  Child,  which  put  the  English  Factory,  at 
Surat,  into  the  power  of  the  Governor,  as  hostages,  may  be 
ascribed  the  ultimate  failure  of  all  the  plans  for  which  the  war 
had  beeu'  commenced. 

Under  these  circumstances,  conferences  commenced  be-  The  Convcn- 

tioD  between 

tween  Mr.  Harris  and  the  new  Governor,  Muchtar  Khan,  the  Mucbur 

£Jian  and 

result  of  which  induced  this  A^ut  to  recommend,   that  the  M*"-  Harm, 

an  artifice  to 

Governor  General  should  come  to  Swally,  to  adjust  the  terms,  8*"*  ^*°*®- 
in  person ;    a  copy  of   the  conditions,  which  had  formerly 
been  proposed  by  him,  having  been  delivered  to  die  Governor, . 
who  had  afl^ted  to  give  them  a  favourable  reception^ 

Though  there  remains  no  evidence,    in  the  dispatches 
from  Bombay,  of  the  conferences  which  took  place,  between^ 
Muchtar  Khan  and  Sir  John  Child,  who  came  from  Bombay 
to  lay  off*  Surat,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating,  it  appears 
from  the  letters  of  the  Court  to  Bombay,  of  this  season,  that 

Muchtar 
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CHAP.n.  Muchtar  Khan  had  acceded  to  those  terms,  and  that  a  Pro- 
1688-89.  visional  Agreement  bad  been  made  with  him,  on  the  basis  of 
the  thirty-five  articles  drawn  up  by  the  Greneral ;  or,  that  the 
English  should,  in  future,  pay  only  two  per  cent  customs, 
(agreeably  to  their  old  Pbirmaunds,}  instead  of  three  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  which  had  been  recently  exacted ;  and  it  was 
as  a  reward  for  concluding  this  agreement,  that  the  Court 
voted  Sir  John  Child,  a  present  of  one  thousand  guineas,  as 
stated  in  the  home  transactions  of  this  season. 

This  agreement,  however,  was,  in  a  short  time,  disco- 
vered to  be  an  artifice  oh  the  part  of  Muchtar  Khan,  who 
intended  only  to  gain  time,  either  till  he  should  bear  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  English  in  Bengal,  or  recdve  instructions  from  the 
Mogul,  to  confirm,  or  to  break  off  the  n^otiation.  This 
duplicity  was  suspected  by  Sir  John  Child,  who,  on  the  9th  Oc- 
tober 1688,  embarked  at  Bombay,  and  again  appeared  off  Su- 
rat,  with  a  fleet  of  seven  ships  ;  and  though,  on  this  occaarai, 
he  might  have  takeq,  or  destroyed,  the  whole  of  the  Siddee's 
fleet,  he  avoided  hostilities,  both  because  he  deemed  them  im- 
prudent at  the  moment,  from  the  precarious  circumstances  in 
which  theGovemment  of  Madras,  and  the  expedition  to  Bengal, 
were  placed,  and  because  the  capture  of  this  fleet  might  render 
negotiation,  at  either  of  those  places,  impracticable ;  bat 
hoped,  that  his  appearance,  with  such  a  force,  might  induce 
Muchtar  Khan  to  adhere  to  the  terms  of  the  Provisional 
Agreement, 

Thia 
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c^AP.ii.   Muchtar  Khan  with  the  appearance  of  this  fleet  near  Bombay, 
1688-89.  and  the  report,  that -his  intention  was  to  invade  the  Island, 

float  would 

becooiiderad  the    General    intimated    to    the    Siddee,    that  if   the  fleet 

u  an  act  of  ,  •  i    i_       -i       • 

botiiiity        should  put  to  sea,  he  must  conclude  it  was  with  hostile   in- 

Bombajr.        tentions  against  Bombajr,  and  would,  therefore,  consider  him 
as  an  enemj. 

At  this  crisis,  also,  the  General  addressed  the  President  of 
Fort  St.  George,  and  severely reprehendedhis  imprudent  appli- 
cation to  the  Mogul,  to  open  a  treaty,  for  that  Settlement,  as 
manifesting  apprehensions  of  the  issue  of  the  war,  unfavorable 
to  its  progress ;  and  that  he  held  this  application  to  be  the 
probable  source  of  the  violent  proceedings  against  the  Company, 
at  Surat.    AVhen  Sir  John  Child  transmitted  the  substance  of 

,  this  letter  to  the  Court,   he  avowed  his  resolution  to  contmue 

hostilities,  and,  by  no  means,  to  yield  to  the  dishonorable 
expedient  of  purchasing  a  peace ;  but  explained,  that  he 
would  delay  attacking  the  Siddee's  fleet,  as  long  as  the  safety 
of  the  Island  of  Bombay  would  admit  c^  it,  because  he  found, 
that  the  power  of  the  Mogul  had  been  increased  by  the  con- 
quest of  Golccmdah  and  Visiapore,  and  the  (Hvbable  reduction 
of  Sambagee's  country,  which  made  it  eiqtedient  to  avoid 
those  extremities,  which  might  render  accommodation  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible. 

Court's  order  In  this  situation  of  affiiirs,  the  G^n^ral,  though  prepared 

to  occupy  -I-  a        •  .  d     »      » 

Saisette  iia-    for  war,  made  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  n^otiate  with  the 
aod  the  deli.  Mogul,  and  informed  the  Court,  that  though  he  had  a  force 

which 
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CHAP.  II.    they  had  been  repulsed  by  the  English  troops,  notwithstand- 
1688-89«  ing  the  disobedience  of   Captain   Consett,   of  the .  Berkeley 

Castle,    who    refused     to    co-operate    with     the    garrison. 
If   any  thing  could    add    to  this  perplexity,   desertion  pre- 
vailed among   the  European  troops ;   which  drew  from  the 
General  the  natural  reflection,  ^^  that  the  loss  of  otte  Europeaa 
^^  was  of  more  consequence  to  him,  than  the  death  of  one  hun- 
^^  dred  blacks,"  and  that  he  almost  regretted  having  empk^ed 
native  troops  in  the  Company's  service,  because,  in  the  mo- 
ment of  danger,  neither  their  fidelity  nor  courage  could  be 
relied  on.     Hence  his  opinion,  that  Bombay,  from  its  local 
vicinity  to  the  Mogul's  dominions  (where  his  powfsr  had  be- 
come almost  uncontrolled),  could  not  be  considered  of  that 
impcHtance  which  the  Company  had  supposed,  as  they  had 
not  received  from  the  British  Govwnment  the  same  support, 
as   the   Dutch   Company  did    from  the  States  General;   a 
support  which,  in  fact,  had  been  the  true  source  of  thdr 
power,  and  of  their  prosperity. 
Sir  John  In  this  crisis  of   affairs,    a  new  Governor  (Ettimand 

tempts  nego-  Khim)  was  appointed  for  Surat ;  an  incident  which  gave  an 
EttimaDd  opportunity  to  Sir  John  Child  to  attempt  another  negotiation, 
new  Gover-    and,  therefore,  he  addressed  letters  to  this  officer,  conceiving 

nor  of  StuBt  i 

that,  from  a  stranger,  he  might  expect  .that  impartiality,  and 
those  concessions,  which,  in  vain,  he  had  looked  for  from 
Muchtar  Khan  ;  expectations,  however,  which  evidently  pro-* 
ceeded  rather  from  the  urgency  of  circumstances,^  than  from  his 

experience 
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experience  of  the  duplicity  which  characterized  the  Mog 
his  officers;  for,  in  their  late  transactions,  they  had  in 
one  object  only, — to  bring  the  English  Agent  into  that 
tion,  in  which  he  could  only  oppose  ineflfectua]  remonstr 
but  make  do  resistance. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  diat  Sir  John  • 
on  the  10th  Decembej"  1689,  dispatched  Mr.  Wddon  an 
Navarro,  two  of  the  Company's  servants,  accompani 
Meah  Nizammy  (an  eminent  merchant,  who  had  lately 
tiated  a  treaty  between  the  Company  and  the.  Nab 
Damiaun)  to  the  Mogul's  camp  at  Viaiapore,  to  endean 
open  a .  n^otiatiop  with  him  for  a  treaty  of  peace,  a 
•  obtwn  a  FhirmaUnd,  for  the  restoration  of  the  ancient 
leges  of  the  Company,  and  the  recovery  of  thepn^rty, 
had  been  seized  by  Muchtar  Khan. 

Negotiations  could  not  have  been  attempted  undc 
cumstances  mor6  unfavorable ;  for  Aurungzebe,  at  this  [ 
had  taken  Rairee  castle,  abd  seized  the  family  and  treat 
Sambagee,  and  it  was  even  uncertfun,  to  what  country 
bagee,  himself,  had  fled,  though  a  few  of  bis  small  for 
still  held  out  against  the  Mc^ul  armies.  From  the  M 
conduct  towards  the  Portuguese,  it  was  also  evident,  t] 
had  (as  they  wo-e  unable  to  resist  him)  determined  to  i 
the  pretensions  of  the  European  Maritime  Powers  trad: 
India,  to  a  positive  dependence  on  his  authority ;  and 
was  in  this  state  of  affairs^  that  the  Dutch  obtained  froi 
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CHAP.  II.    a  Fhirmannd,  enabling  them  to  hold  Pullicat,  on  the  same 
1688-89.  terms  as  they  formerly  held  it,  under  the  King  of  Golcondah. 
This  complicated  state  of  the  Company's  a&tirs  obliged 
Sir  John  Child  to  retain^  this  year,   on  demorage,  several  of 
the  Company's  ships,  for  the  defence  of  the  Island  of  Bom- 
bay and  the  Malabar  Coast. 
Death  of  Sir  lu  ttiis  perilcHis  situation,  Sir  John  Child,  who  had,  for 

Joha    Child,  ,  .       ^  ,    .  .  ,  »  , 

and    Buccei-  SO  many  years,  by  his  firmness  and  integrity,  been  the  real 

■ioD  of   Mr. 

Harris,   at    support  of  the  CcMnpauv's  interests  m  India,  and  who,  alone, 

thii    time   a  ... 

priioner  at     was  capable  to  have  e«tricated  them  fh»n  the  difficulties  in 
lant  ^  1         1  T,  . 

which  they  were  iuTolved,  died  at  Bombay,  on  the  wi  Febni- 

ary  1669-90,  the  office  of  President  derolving  on  Mr.  Harris, 
at  this  time  a  prisoner  at  Sarat,  and  that  of  Deputy  Governor' 
of  Bombay  (»  Mr.  Vaux,  who,  trcmi  his  snbcrdinate  situation, 
was,  of  course,  to  take  his  directions  from  Mr.  Harris,  already 
duped  by  Muchtar  Khan,  and  from  being  under  constraint, 
obliged  to  yield  to  any  terms  which  might  be  imposed  on  him. 
A  consultation,  on  this  occanon,  was  held  at  Bombay, 
on  the  25th  February  1669-90,  at  which  it  was  agreed,  that 
Mr.  Vaux,  the  Deputy  Gorenior  of  Bombay,  should,  in  con- 
sequence of  advices  received  iiom  Mr.  Weldon  and  Mr.  Na- 
varro, the  Commissioners  at  Visiapore,  proceed  to  Surat,  and 
there  receive  the  Phirmaund  which  they  had  procured  from 
the  Mogul.  Mr.  Vaux  left  Bombay  on  the  6th  March  1689-90 
for  Surat,  where  he  remiuued  till  the  4th  April  1^0,  on  which 
day  the  Phirmaund  arrived,  and  Mr.  Harris,  and  the  Company's 

other 
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other  senrants,  were  rdeued  from  their  long  impris(mineiit   CHAP.n. 
in  irons.  1688-89. 

This  ^parent  reconciliation  of  the  Mogul  to  the  Com-  .^^  ^^^^ 
pany,  was  an  arintnuy  act  of  despotism  towards  the  Engfish ;  ^^^^^' 
for,  instead  of  the  Fhirmaimd  proceeding  upon  the  propositions  "^J^od, 
which  had  been  made  by  Sir  John  Child,  either  for  Kberty  of  ^^^^ 
trade,  in  general,  or  any  spedficatioo  of  the  conditions,  under  S^'d^! 
which  that  able  servant  of  the  Company  deemed  it  expedient  ^  "''"'''"^ 
to  entrust  their  stock  (ir  servants  at  Surat,  in  which  Aey 
had  experienced  successive   and .  exorbitaBt   oppressions,    it 
was  expressed  in  tem|s  and  with  conditions,   more  humi- 
liating, and  more  oppressive,  titan  any  which  had  occurred, 
from  the  first  settknwnt  of  an  Snghsh  Factory  in  Iddia.    The 
Company  were  now  to  be  admitted,  not  as  the  subjects  of  an 
independent  sovereign,  or  as  havii^  a  retreat  at  Bombay,  at 
which   they   could    be  protected,  but   as   criminals,  whose 
Chief  had  been  proscribed,  and  themselves  admitted  to  live 
in  vassalage  or  slavory,  only.  t^ 

The  irahslation  of  "the  Hurmaund  of  Aurwigzebe  to  the 
Company,  dated  February  27th  1689-90,  is  as  follows : 

".  All  the  En^h  having  made  a  most  humble  submissive 
"  petition,  that  the  crimes  they  have  done  may  be  pardoned, 
"  and  requested  another  Phirmaund,  to  make  their  being  f  jr- 
"  given  manifest,  and  sent  their  Vakkeels  to  the  heavenly 
*  palace,  the  most  illustrious  in  the  world,  to  get  the  royal 
"  favor ;  and  Ettimand  Caun,  the  Governor  of  Suratt's  peti^ 

«  tion 
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CHAP  II.    ^<  tion  to  the  famous  courts  equal  to  the  skie,  being  arriTed^ 
1688-89.  **  that  they  would  present  the  great  King  with  a  fine  of  one 

^^  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rupees,  to  his  most  noble  trea- 
^^  sury,  resembling  the  sun/  and  would  restore  the  merchants 
^^  goods  they  had  taken  away,  to  the  owners  of  them,  and 
^^  would  walk  by  the  ancient  customs  of  the  port,  and  behaye 
^^  themselves,   for  the  future,   no  more  in  such  a  shameful 
^*  manner ;  therefore  His  Majesty,  according  to  his  duly  favor 
^^  to  all  the  people  of  the  world,  haj:h  pardoned  their  faults, 
^^  mercifully  forgiven  'them,    and  out  of  his  princely  conde^ 
"  scension  agrees,  that  the  present  be  put  into  the  treasury  of 
"  the  port,  the  merchants  goods  be  r^aimed,  the  town  flou* 
^^  rish,  and  they  follow  their  trade,   as  in  former  times,  and 
^^  Mr.  Child,  who  did  the  disgrace,  be  turned  out  and  expd- 
"  led.    This  order  is  irreversiUe.''  ^^ 

This  Phirmaund  discovers,  that  though  the  Mogul  might 
employ  teibporizing  measures  with  the  Clompany,  while  his 
conquests  of  Golcondah  and  Visiapore  were  unfinished,  and 
though  he  might  continue  the  like  duj^city,  while  he  was 
subverting  the  power  of  Sambagee,  by  directing  the  suc- 
cessive Grovemors  of  Surat  to  afiect  conciliation  Mrith  the 
English,  that  their  naval  power  might  not  be  employed 
to  assist    his    enemies,    yet    the    moment   he    found    them 

brought 

(l)^Copy  of  a  Fhirtnaond^ ''  dated  the  23d  day  of  the  month,  Jammaudull  Aubull, 
*•  ia  thetbirty-tbirdyearof  a  Most  Glorious  Reign,*'  27tfa  Febroary  l689-gO.  (MSS.  ia 
Indian  Register  Office,  vol.  xlii,  1689  1 6^,  No.  3973). 


642  ANNAI.S  OF  THE  HONORABLB 

CHAP.  II.  all  their  crimes  were  ascribed ;  and  in  so  arbitrary  a  manner 
1688-89,  were  the  conditions  of  this  Phirmaund  acted  on,  that  the  Go- 
vernor of  Surat  refused  to  issue  his  order  for  recalling  the  Sid- 
dee  from  Bombay^  till  the  goods  taken  by  the  EngUsh,  should 
be  restored^  and  the  fine  paid  to  the  Mogul,  at  Surat ;  and 
with  these  demands  the  Agent  and  Council  were,  at  last^ 
obliged,  most  reluctantly,  to  comply. 

The  Agent  and  Council  at  Surat,  on  this  occasion,  re- 
quested^ as  their  aiS^s  on  the  West  of  India  had  never 
been  in  so  distressed  a  situation,  that  a  large  supply  of  ship- 
ping,, stock,  and  servants,  might  be  sent  to  them,,  as  the  only 
means  by  which  they  could  be  enabled  to  regain  a  proportion 
of  the  trade,  or,  by  d^recs,  the  benefits  of  the  former  Phir- 
maunds  or  grants. 

It  was  not,  however^  till  the  6th  May  1690,  that  orders 
were  sent,  from  the  Governor  of  Surat  to  the  Siddee,  to  eva- 
cuate Bombay,  or  till  the  22d  June^  that  he  quitted  the 
Island^  or  that  the  English,  again  took  possessioa  of  Ma^a- 
gon,  Mahim,  and  Sion. 
The  revenue*  During    these    public    transactions,    k    was    impossible 

Bombay  de-  the  measures  recommended    by  the    Court,    for   improving: 

pressed  by 

these  erents.  the  revenue   of   the    Isldnd,   could    be   carried    into  efiect». 

The  Natives,  it  was  found,  would  not  undertake  the  coin- 
ing of  the  money,  or  managing  of  the  mint,  as  it  had^ 
been  supposed  they  would ;  and  during  the  period .  of  actual 
or  threatened  invasion,    the  revenues  from  lands  or  houses 

could 
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could  not"  be  collected,  or  the  projects  of  establishing  a  Post  ':"^''JV 
Office,  or  Insurance  Office,  attempted; — ^heni^e  it  was  impos-  l'688-89 
sible  to  raise  a  revwiue  equal  to  the  Company's  estimate, 
whidi  bad  erroneously  been  adopted,  in  imitation  of  the 
Dutch,  without  reflecting,  that  what  had  been  practicable  in 
old  establishments,  could  not  apply  to  Bombay,  as  yet  only  held 
by  the  Company  for  a  short  time,  and,  during  that  period,  ex- 
posed to  the  insubordination  of  the  garrison  and  inhabitants, 
and  to  opposition  by  the  Portuguese,  occupying  the  stations 
from  which  suppUes  could  be  brought  to  the  Island,  or  liable 
to  perpetual  alarms  of  invasion,  by  the  contending  powers  on 
the  neighbouring  continent  of  India. 

The  comjnercial  transactions  of  the  Presidency  of 
Bombay  were  farther  impeded,  by  the  ships  being  em- 
ployed in  the  war,  and  by  the  heavy  demorage  which  was 
incurred,  from  its  being  impracticable  to  dispatch  them  to 
the  ports,  at  which  the  investments  were  collected,  or  to  order 
them  to  proceed  from  Bombay  to  Europe ; — the  prospect,  also, 
(even  supposing  peace  restored  in  India)  was  discouraging, 
from  the  number  of  French,  Dutch,  and  codntry  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  trade,  which  had  advanced  the  price  of  freight, 
beyond  what  any  competition  would  allow  : — mean  time,  the 
encouragement  ordered  by  the  Court  to  be  given  to  the  Arme- 
menians,  would  be  oflfered  to  them,  that,  by  indirect  means,  a 
remedy  for  the  evils,  under  which  trade  was  placed,  might  be 
found,  A  cargo,  however,  of  pepper  from  the  Malabar  Coast 
4  N  2  had 
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CHAP.  11.    had  been  shipped,  and  was  to  be  sent  to  England;  but  no 
1688-89.  Bengal  goods  could  be  procured,  to  make  up  an  investment 

As  considerable  difficulties  had  arisen,  irom  the  ob- 
jections made  by  the  commanders  of  freighted  ships,  to  ac^ 
commodate  their  services  to  the  actual  state  of  aflmrs,  the 
Presidency  of  Bombay  recommended,  that  the  Company 
should  employ  their  own  ships,  only,  because  the  captains 
would  be  obliged  to  conform  to  circumstances,  without  pre- 
tending to  act  according  to  the  strict  terms  of  their  charter- 
party. 

The  instructions  of  the  Court,  to  form  a  Settlement 
in  the  Attinga  Country,  had  not  been  carried  into  execution, 
on  account  of  the  wars  which  had  prevailed  in  its  vicinity, 
and  the  commercial  intercourse  between  Carwar,  Calicut,  and 
Bombay,  had  not  been  open,  either  during  the  war,  or  dur- 
ing the  negotiations  at  Surat.  <') 
Trade  in  Per-  Th^  trade  at  Gombroon,  in  1688,  was  less  obstructed  by 

»ia  otulructed      ...  -ti'li.  it»i  1 

by  iheDutcb,  tuc  existmg  waT  in  India,  than  the  trade  at  Bombay,  or  on  the 
ratet.  Malabar  Coast : — the  Agents  in  Persia,  therefore,  informed  the 

Court,  that  they  were  making  every  exertion  to  obtain  an  exclu- 
sive 

(1)— Leiten  from  the  General  and  Council  at  Booibaj  to  the  Conrt,  3th  December 
16B8,   lOth  Febniarj  i668-8g,  7tb  June,  and  i6tfa  December  l68g,   25\b  Ftbrnurj 

I6ag-g0.  22d  June  l6gO. Letter*  from  Mr.  Harris,  kc„  at  Surat,  to  the  Court, 

27th  Febniary  l66g-QO,  28[h  April,  and  6th  Maj  \6gO. Letter  from  the  General 

■nd  Council  of  Bombay  to  the  Pre&ident  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  5th  December 
1688. Letter  from  Sir  John  Child  to  the  Mogul,  February  1688-89. 
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give  trade  in  silk,  by  bartering  broad-cloth  for  it,  imitating  the  chap.  ir. 
practice  of  the  Dutch,  who  had  formeriy  tried  this  method,  by  1688-89^ 
exchanging  the  finer  spices  for  silk ; — ^that  they  were  making 
similar  efforts  to  procure  the  exclusive  trade  in  Caramania  wool, 
and  should  these  exchanges,  by  barter,  continue,  they  were 
of  opinion,  they  might  annually  dispose  of  two  thousand 
pieces  of  English  broad-cloth ; — that  the  Dutch  were,  by 
means  of  imports  of  Indian  goods,  rivalling  them  in  this  mar- 
ket ;  but  from  their  being,  at  this  juncture,  not  respected  by 
the  Persians,  the  Agent  hoped  to  prevent  their  obtaining,  as 
formerly,  Caramania  wool,  and  would  continue  to  resist  their 
engrossing  this  article. 

In  the  following  year  (November  1689)  the  Agents  in 
Persia  stated,  that  the  trade  had  further  been  distressed,  by  the 
appearance  of  an  English  pirate  vessel  in  the  Gulf,  the  crew 
of  which  had  landed,  and  plundered  the  Portuguese  Factory 
at  Cong,  and  that  the  Company's  ship,  Caesar,  had  been  dis- 
patched, with  instructions,  if  possible,  to  capture  her,  but 
had  been  imsuccessfiil.  At  the  close  of  this  season,  however, 
the  same  good  understanding  does  not  appear  to  have  prevailed 
between  the  English  Agent  and  the  Persian  Government  at 
Gombroon,  which  refused  payment  of  the  stipulated  cus- 
toms, to  compensate  the  losses  which  the  Persian  trade  had 
experienced,   during  the  maritime  war  between  the  English 

and  the  Mogul.  ^^> 

The 

(1) — Letters  from  the  Agent  at  Gombroon  to  the  Coort«  gth  October  l6SB,  lOth 
M2LJ,  3CMh  NoYember  and  7th  December  1689. 
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The  CcHDpany's  traDsactiods  at  Fobt  St.  George  and  ia 
Bengal,  during  the  season  1688-89,  and  part  of  1689-90, 
Fun  Si.  werie  so  blended,  that  to  furnish  a  view  of  them,  during  the 
Bengal         peiiod  in  which  those  of  Bombay  and  Surat  have  been  detailed, 

blended,  a*      .        .„ ,  *.  .,  .  >■         i 

the  period  of  it  will  be  necessary  to  follow  the  events,  r^arding  the  war  in 

the  diButrou 

FhirmauDdof  Bengal,   in  the  first  instance,    and   to  connect  tbtfse  events 

AuruDgzebe. 

with  the  occurrences  at  Madras,  that  we  may  ascertain  the 
situaticHi  in  which  those  Settlements  were  left,  when  a  dis- 
afitrous  peace  was  the  result  of  all  the  projects  of  the  Court 
to  become  an  Independent  Power  in  India. 

It  wiU  be  recollected,  that  when  the  armament  under 
Captfun  Nicholson  sailed,  the  object  of  the  Court  was  to 
obtain  Chittagong,  or  some  station  which  could  be  fortified, 
to  become  the  seat  of  their  power  and  trade ;  and,  in  the 
Annals  of  the  preceding  years,  the  operations  of  this  arma- 
mait,  and  the  timid  and  irresolute  proceedings  of  Mr.  Char- 
nock,  the  Company's  Agent  in  Bengal,  were  described  to 
have  brought  about,  first,  a  kind  of  truce  with  the  Phousdar, 
which,  as  soon  as  he  could  collect  a  force,  was  vic^ted,  and 
next  a  treaty  with  the  Nabob,  of  which  the  Court  disap- 
proved ;  and,  subsequently,  had  dispatched  a  large  armed  ship, 
the  Defence,  Captain  Heath,  attended  by  a  tirigate,  with 
instructions  to  proceed  direct  for  Bengal,  and,  on  his  arrival, 
to  cai:r7  the  original  intentions  of  the  Court  into  execution, 
or,  to  retire  with  their  servants  and  property  to  Madras : — ^wc 
have,  therefore,  to  trace  the  events  as  they  occurred,  after 

Captain 
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Captain  Heath's  arrival,  that  we  may  perceive  the  real  state  of  chap,  il 
the  Company's  afikirs^  both  in  Bengal  and  at  Madras^  at  the  16S8  -  89. 
close  of  this  eventful  period. 

Captain  Heath  arrived  in  Bengal,  in  Octob^  1688^  and  Proceedings 
acted  rather  from  the  impulse  of  his  own  feelings,  than  in  Heath  in 

Bengal^  who 

concert  with  the  Agent  and  Council,  or  in  obedience  to  the  retires  with 

r>t  9  T     •  1  •  .the  Compa- 

Court  s  commands.     It  is  true,    that  m-  recommencing  the  ny's  servants 

/•  J         1      ^  •        to  Madras, 

war  with  the  (uriginal  object,  he  conformed  to  the  Court's  in- 
structions, but  by  his  imprudence  (for  it  cannot  be  termed  his 
want  of  courage),  he  lost  all  the  advantages  which  might 
have  been  obtained,  and,  for  a  time,,  the  continuance  of  the 
Company's  trade  in  the  Ganges. 

On  resuming  the  war  in  Bengal,  the  Company's  ser- 
vants and  property  were  embarked  at  Calcutta,  on  board 
the  Defence,  which,,  with  the  other  ships,  proceeded, 
on  the  8th  November  1688,  to  BaUasore  Roads: — a  con- 
ference was  opened  with  the  Governor,  who  offered  to 
release  the  English,  whcnn.  he  had  seized  in  the  Factory^ 
and  to  adjust  all  matters  in  dispute  :^ — ^with(|ut,  however^ 
waiting  to  learn  the  terms  which  would  be  granted,  or 
to  procure  the  liberation  of  the  En^ish  in  the  Governor's 
power.  Captain  Heath,  on  the  29th  November  1688,  (con-^ 
trary  to  the  opinion  of  the  Agent  and  Council^  and  not-^ 
withstanding  a  Perwannah  for  peace  with  the  Englicb 
had  been  received  by  the  Governor  from  the  Nabob,)  land« 
ed  the  troops  and  seamen,  attacked  and  took  a  battery  of 

tiUrty 
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CHAP.n.  thirty  guns,  and  plundered  the  town  of  Ballasore.  The 
1688-89-  English  Factory,  on  this  occasion,  was  burned  by  the  Go- 
vernor, and  the  Company's  servants,  who  had  been  previously 
taken  prisoners,  were  carried  up  the  country,  where  all  sub- 
sequent eflforts  for  their  release  were  unavailing.  The  troops 
and  seamen  being  reimbarked,  the  fleet  proceeded,  on  the  13th 
December  1688,  to  Chittagong,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
17th  January  1688-89  ; — a  council  of  war,  was  assembled,  in 
which  it  was  resolved  to  delay  proceeding  to  farther  hostilities, 
and  again  to  write  to  the  Nabob,  stating  their  grievances  and 
demands,  and  to  await  his  answer,  whether  he  would  re- 
dress them,  or  not. 

Captain  Heath,  however,  instead  of  waiting  for  an 
answer,  or  making  any  effort  to  have  the  Company's  pri- 
vileges or  trade  restored,  or  endeavouring  to  seize  on  Chitta- 
gong, proceeded  with  the  fleet  to  Aracan,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  31st  January  1688-89,  and  sent  proposals  to  the  King, 
for  a  settlement  in  his  dominions,  according  to  the  instructions 
of  the  Court,  in  case  of  failure  of  the  attack  on  Chitta- 
gong. These  propositions  were  rejected,  when,  as  a  last  ex- 
pedient, applications  were  made  by  Captain  Heath  to  a  re- 
volted Chief  in  Aracan,  offering  assistance  to  him  against 
the  King  .—this  offer  would  have  been  accepted,  and  might 
probably  have  obtained  for  the  Company,  the  original  object 
of  the  war,  but  the  same  impatience  in  this,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding cases,    marked  the  conduct  of  this    oflicer,     who, 

without 


Nicholson  commanded  the  fleet,  that  Captain  Heath,,  on  ChituigoB^" 
his  arriva],  deemed  it  unadvisable  to  attempt  the  sie^, 
although  he  had  a  force  superior  to  that  which  Captain 
Nicholson  had  under  his  command;  bat  could  gire  no 
reason  whj  such  attack  had.  not  been  previously  made,  io- 
obedience  to  the  original  wder;  contenting  themselves  with 
offering  an  opinion,,  that  should  the  trade  in  Bengal  be  re- 
assumed,  Chutanuttee,  or  Calcutta,  would  be  a  preferable 
station  to  Uleaburrah,  about:  wbirb  they  acknowledged  they, 
had  been  deceived. 

Connecting  these  events  with  the  political  circumstances  Expniienti 
under  which  Madras  was  placed,  at  the  period  when  the  lai^  cjbfFbnst! 
fleet  from  Bengal  arrised  at  that  port,  we  discover,  that  to  tbSS^a- 
prevent   the  increase  of    expences,     by   demorage  or  dead 
freight,,  the  President  and  Coancil  sent  two.  ships  ta.  Bencoc^a 
vol,.  II.  4  O  and 

(i) --Letter  from  the  PreiideDcy  of  Fort  St.  .George  to  the  Coart,  Januarj  and 
3d  April  1668-89.—  Agent  Charnock'i  answer  te  Captein  Heatb'i  report,  22d  Maicb. 
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CHAR  II.    and  one  to  China,  to  procure  uiTestments,  and  to  pifoceed 
1688-89.  JTom  thence  to  Eo^and,   and   had  let  three  or  four  ships 
on  freight  to  Persia,  to  the  Jews  and  native  merchants  of 
Madras. 

During  these  unfortunate  events  at  Bombay  and  in  Ben- 
gal, notwithstanding  the  M(^ul  conquests  of  Visiapore  and 
Golcondah,  it  does  not  appear  that  his  army  made  any  attack 
on  Fort  St.  George.  It  was,  under  the  appr^ension  of  this 
event,  that  the  President  and  Council  had  made  those  ap- 
proaches to  conciliation,  which  were  reprobated  by  Sir  John 
Child,  and  by  the  Court.  Vtom  the  probability  of  a  siege, 
the  Fort  had  been  strengthened,  a  precaution,  which,  con- 
sidering the  Mogul's  conduct,  at  Snrat  and  in  Bengal,  bad 
averted  the  expected  attack;  and  so  confident  were  the 
President  and  Council  of  the  strength  of  the  place,  that  they 
sent  a  supply  of  military  stores  to  the  Island  of  Bombay,  when ' 
it  was  invadfHl  by  the  Siddee. 
dS'fol  ex  Though  the  Mogul  did  not  besiege  Fort  St.  George,  he  is- 

ir'^'ii^h'f "  ^®^  orders  to  expel  the  EngUsh  firom  his  dominions ;  and,  under 
hi*  domini-  these  Orders,  the  Factory  at  Vizagapatam  had  been  suddenly 
srazed,  Mr.  Stables,  the  Chief,  and  four  Factors,  killed,  and 
the  Company's  stock  and  effects  plundered : — at  this  time, 
also,  the  Grovqmor  of  Masulipatam  seized  on  the  English 
Factory,  though  hopes  were  entertained  that  matters  might  be 
accommodated  with  him. 
Samk^ee  During  tbcBc  transactions  in    the  Company's  difl^rent 

betraTed,  and  «      •  i 

Fresideticies 
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Presidencies  or  Settlements,  an  erent  occnired,  in  the  1 
end  of  the  year  1689,  or  eariy  in  1689-90,  which,  ii 
first  aspect,  promised  to  consolidate  the  empire  which 
rungzebe  had  obtained  by  his  conquests  in  the  Decan 
the  treachery  of  one  of  Sambagee's  generals,  who  beti 
him  into  the  power  of  the  Mogul,  by  whom  he  was  or 
j}ut  to  death.  This  barbarous  poUcy,  instead  of  deprei 
the  spirit  or  animosity  of  the  Hindoos,  produced  the  opp 
effect ;  for,  continuing  their  alliance  to  the  family  of  S 
gee,  they  declared  for  the  Ram-Rajah,  or  the  second  sc 
this  great  chief,  who  assumed  the  administration  of  the  Hii 
interests,  and,  with  the  remains  of  Sambagee's  army,  took 
position  inthe  strong  fortress  of  Gingee ;  the  vicinity  of 
place  to  Madras  gave  that  Presidency  an  opportunity  to  re< 
authentic  information  respecting  this  iqipar^ntly  last  stmgs 
the  Hindoos,  against  Aurungzebe.  Whether  the  Mogul  a 
which  attempted  to  reduce  the  Ram-Rajah  in  Gingee,  ■ 
composed,  in  part,  of  leries  from  the  countries  which 
Mogul  had  recently  conquered,  or  were  the  remains  of 
army  with  which  he  had  subdued  Visiapore  and  Golcondal 
uncertain  ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  this  army,  instead  of  pt 
cuting  the  Mogul  conquests,  revolted  in  great  niunbers, 
jomed  the  standard  of  the  Ram-Rajah,  whom  they  proclai 
King  of  India,  under  the  title  of  "  the  Gentoo  King." 
this  event,  Aurungzebe  was  in  danger  of  losing  the  frui 
his  victories  in  the  Decan,  for  the  Ram-Rajah  was  prepa 
4  O  2 
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eircumstances  than  they  had  been  placed/  since  the  first  esta-^   chap.  ii. 
blishment  of  the  English  trade  in  India.  1688-89. 


The  Company's  interest ;  and  trade  in  Bengal  had  been  The  new  Na- 
bob of  Ben* 

abandoned :  for  after  Mr.  Chamock  and  hit  Council  left  Chu-  g^'*  ^^^^  ^o 

'  the  English, 

tanuttee.  and  proceeded  with  Captain  Heath  and  the  fleet  to  ^  resettle 

'^  ^  their  Facteiy 

Madr^  and  when  there  was  no  prospect  of  opening  any  com-  ^^  ?°^'^' 
munication  with  that  country ^  an  ofler  was  unexpectedly  're- 
ceived from  the  ne^  Nabob  of  Bengal  (the  one  with'  whom 
the  Company  had  their  disputes  being  removed)  to  allow  the 
English  to  return,  and  resettle  their  Factories  and  trade,  and  to 
grant  Perwannahs  for  that  purpose.  Aware  of  the  deceptions 
which  had  been  practised^  and  reasoning  correctly  from  the  past, 
that,  admitting  the  Nabob  to  be  sincere  in  his  ofiers,  the 
Agent  and  the  Company's  stock  would  be  exposed  to  vexatious 
mandates,  should  this  officer  be  removed,  and  to  the  avarice  and 
oppressions  of  his  successor,  they  refiied,  that  they  could  not 
accede  to  the  proposition,  unless  a  Phirmauud  should  be  pre^ 
viously  sent  by  the  Mogul,  specifying  the  degree  of  protection  un- 
der which  the  Company's  servants  and  trade  would  be  placed 
On  hearing  a  report,  that  the  General  had  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  Mogul,  it  was  intended  to  send  Mr.  Charnock 
and  his  Council  to  Bengal,  after  the  Monsoon,  with  a  stock  of 
a  lack  and  a  half  of  pagodas,  to  re-assume  the  Factories  and 
recommence  the  trade ;  but  this  plan  shewed,  that  they  were 
i^orant  of  the  terms  of  the  reported  treaty ;  and,  had  their 
servants  proceeded  with  this  6tock,  they  must  have  suffered 

the 
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collect  investmcBts,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Court,  or  CHAP.  ir. 
to  obtain  that  proportion  of  them  from  Bengal,  which,  hitherto,  1688-  89. 
iiad  formed  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  assortment. 

Referring  to  the  d^endencies,  which  had  hitherto  fur* 
nished  proportions  of  the  investment,  the  Presidency  informed 
the  Court,  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  withdraw  the  Fac- 
tories from  MadapdAam  and  Pettipolee,  but  the  Factories 
at  Conimere,  and  Porto  Novo,  continued  in  a  prosperous 
state ;  —  that  the  pepper  trade,  between  Bencoolen  and 
China,  had  been  improved,  three  hundred  tons  of  that  article 
having  been  shipped  from  Bencoolen  for  Amoy,  which  sold  at 
a  profit ;  and,  fit)m  this  circumstance,  a  more  extensive  trade 
to  China  might  have  been  expected,  had  not  accounts  from 
Mr.  Styleman,  one  of  the  Company's  servants  at  Amoy,  to 
Mr.  Navarro,  in  November  1689,  intimated,  that  the  James, 
an  interloping  ship  from  England,  had  arrived,  with  a  very 
large  stock,  the  captain  of  which  sold  his  cloth  at  low  rates, 
which  compdled  the  Company's  Factors  to  do  the  same. 

As  the  season  advanced,  new  difficulties  in  procuring  the 
investment  occurred.  The  conquest  of  Golcondah  had  obliged 
the  weavers  to  fly  for  shelter  to  Masulipatam.  The  French 
were  now  fortifying  PoUicherry  or  Pondicherry,  and  had 
resisted  the  English  in  seizing  two  Mogul  vessels,  which  had 
taken  shelter  in  that  port ;  an  event  which  marks  the  first 
opposition  of  interests  between  the  two  nations  on  the  Coro- 
mandel  Coast.    In  September  1689,  from  the  arrival  of  the 

Company's 
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dred  families  of  skilful  weavers  to  settle  at  Madras,  id  the  chap.ii. 
hope,  from  the  protection  held  nut  to  them,  that  this  namb^  1688-89. 
might  be  doubled,  and,  in  progress  of  time,  that  the  mana- 
iacture  of  Coa^t  goods  could  be  carried  on,  in  the  Company's 
settlement,  to  supply  the  home  market : — ^that,  however,  the 
Court's  idea  of  manufactnring  Bengal  taffiities,  at  Madras, 
was  impracticable,  as  it  could  not  be  done  without  incurring 
an  expence  of  fifty  per  cent,  difl^rence,  on  the  prime  cost. 

To  add  to  the  commercial  embarrassments  of  the  IVesi-  _  ^^d  bj 
doicy,  new  and  serious  obstructions  bad  arisen,  from  the  ap-  anctoF^g. 
pearance  of  piratical  vessels,  <^  co 
English  colom^,  in  the  Indian  Seas  :- 
fitted  out  in  the  West-Indies,'  and  had  taken  shelter  in  the 
ports  of  Aden,  Muscat,  and  Madagascar.  One  of  them,  of 
twenty-two  guns,  had  captured  a  valuable  vessel  belonging 
to  Madras  (the  principal  part  of  her  cargo  being  the  pro- 
perty of  the  President),  and  information  had  been  received  of 
five  other  English  pirates  cruising  off  Acheen.  Such  was  die 
state  of  commerce  at  Fort  St.  Geoi^,  and  in  its  dependencies, 
at  the  close  of  this  eventful  period. 

Referring  to  the  commercial  dependencies  or  relations  snte  of  trade 
of  the  Presidency,  it  had  been  found,  that  the  produce  from  ^pl^  fe 
Btticoolen  and  Indrapore  had  become  of  considerable  valtie,  'I'^e  E^t^' 
but  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  persuade  any  of  the  jaactura.' '  '* 
Company's  servants,  civil  or  military,  to  be  removed  to 
these  unhealthy  situations: — that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
VOL.  II.  4  P  open 
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CHAP.  IF.    open  a  trade  with  CantoD,  rather  than  continue  that  at  Amoj ; 

1688-89.  — ^that  the  French  trade  was  encreasing  on  the  Coasts  and  that 

they  were  fortifying  PoUicherry  (or  Pondichenry)  where  they 
had  a  force  of  seven  hundred  men ;  but  that  this  place  waa 
threatened  by  the  Dutch  ; — ^that  the  French  intended  to  dis* 
patch  three  ships^  this  season^  to  £urope,  and  were  forming  a 
Settlement  at  Junkselon  ; — ^that  the  Dutch  had  been  making 
every  effort  to  improve  their  trade  in  Bengal,  and  had  sent  an 
Ambassador  to  the  Mogul,  to  solicit  a  Phirmaund, — but  the 
presents  intended  to  have  been  ofiered  by  him,  had  been  inters 
cepted  by  Sambagee's  troops,  and  the  object  of  the  missioo 
dkappmnted ; — ^that  th^  trade  on  the  Coromandd  Coast  was 
on  the  decline,  but  that  they  were  fbrtifyii^  Negapatam, 
intended  to  become  their  principal  port  on  the  Coast ; 
^-^hat  their  power  had  been  disturbed,  by  a  revok  at 
Batavia,  but,  that  they  still  kept  possession  of  Bantam^ 
where  they  had  lately  built  a  fort,  or  battery,  mounting 
one  hundred  guns,  and  that  they  were  at  war,  in  Ceylon,  with 
the  King  of  Candy,  the  issue  of  which  was  uncertain ; — that 
the  Portuguese  trade  on  the  Coast  was  also  on  the  decline^  and 
that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  any  of  that  nation  who 
were  in  the  service  of  the  Company ; — ^and  that  the  Danes,  at 
this  period,  although  they  continued  their  Factory  at  Tran- 
quebar,  had  scarcely  any  trade. 

Reporton  the  In  describing  the  state  of  Fort  St.  Greorge  and  Madras^ 

improving 

state  of  Fott  at   this   period,   the  Fresidenct    and   Council  attributed  the 

internal 
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intemat  tranqoillity  which  it  had  enjo^ed^  to  the  strength  < 
fortificfrtions,  and  that,  b^  the  arrival  of  sixty  recraits  ii 
Chandos,  the  number  of  its  garrison  had  become  respect 
— that  the  revenue  was  increasing,  but  the  tax  on  houses, 
the  payment  of  quit-rents,  had  been  oppressive  ;  hence  i 
submitted,  that  a  less  exceptionable  method  of  raising  a 
api^icaUe  to  the  chaises  of  the  place,  might  be  devise 
that  the  establishment  of  die  Corporation  of  Madras  had 
acceptable  to  the  inhatntants,  the  benefit  of  which  they 
now  beginning  to  understand ; — that  though  the  Duan 
oflfered  St.  Thom6  to  be  &rmed  by  the  Company,  the  oilfei 
rejected,  from  the  opinion  that  it  wonld  be  of  no  materia 
to  the  Settlement  j — that  the  mint  at  Fort  St.  Gecu-ge  was 
very  prosperous  state,  and  the  Company's  rupees  in  cons 
able  request,  but  on  aceount  of  their  intrinsic  value,  thty 
been  melted  down  by  the  country  people,  under  the  ide 
deriving  profit,  from  the  sale  of  Uie  buUion ; — and  that  the 
ject  of  establishing  an  Insurance  Office  at  Madras  had 
hitherto  answered,  from  the  benefit  arising  from  it,  not  b 
sufficiently  understood  fay  the  merchants.  (>^ 

4  P  2  Du 


(1)— Letten  from  the  Preudencjr'of  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Coait,  37tb  A 
I6SS,  Janoaiy  1688-89,  3i  April,  20(b  Jaly,  3iit  September  1089,  and  lit  Pet 

1689-90. Letter  from  Ibe  Prwidency  of  Fort  St.  Geoi^ge  to  the  Governor  and  ( 

cil  at  Bombay,  23th  March  1690 .  Private  letter  from  Mr.  Styleman  to  Mr.  Na- 

dated  Amoy,  3;th  November  16S9. 
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CHAP.  II.  During  this  period,  the  commercial  intercoursCj  between 

1688 -89.  Madras  and  the  Factories  to  the  southwardEi,  was  interrupted, 

TradcaiBen-  ,     .,  ^   ,  .  ,    c-  ,        .  - 

coDien  and     prohably  on  account  of  the  war  with  Siam  ;  but  it  appears,  irom 

Indnpore  in- 

created  and    the  advices  from  YoRK  FoRT,  OF  Bbncoolen,  that  howerer 

the  Kttle- 

ment  in  an     unhealthy  that  station  had  been  hitherto  found,  its  commercial 

improving  t_      *■  /^        i 

coodiiioD.  importance  was  on  the  increase,  as,  in  the  month  of  October 
1689,  the  ship  Williamson's  cargo  of  pepper  had  been  procured 
there,  and  that  the  Agents  were  in  expectation  of  annually 
obtmning  large  quantities  of  that  article  ;  and  hoped,  as  the 
ground  could  be  cleared,  that  the  place  would  beccnne  more 
healthy ; — ^that,  from  the  Factory  at  Inobaposb  the  same  ad- 
vantages could  not  be  expected,  while  the  Dutch,  who  ob- 
structed its  trade,  continued  in  possession  of  Quallo,  at  the 
mouth  (^  the  river  on  wluch  lodrapore  is  situated ; — that, 
with  the  object  of  improving  the  trade  of  Bencoolen,  they 
had  invited  several  Chinese  traders  to  settle  there,  under 
their  protection;  and,  to  obviate  the  difficulty  of  making 
drafits  of  soldiers  from  Madras,  recommended,  that  Caffi-es 
should  be  procured  from  Madagascar,  to'  serve  as  soldieis,, 
'tbeir  constitutions  being  better  adapted  to  the  climate ;. 
— on  the  whole,  that  this  Settlemeat  was  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, but  required  a  supply  of  accountants  and  writers,  to- 
complete  the  civil  establishinent.  O  • 

In 

(I)— Letters  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  York  Eort  to  the  Court,  a6th  Octabct. 
and  6cb  NbTerabci  1689.. 
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CHAP.  II.  as  a  Company,  sufiered  so  many  commercial  grievaDces  and 
1688-89.  positiTe  disasters. 

This  opinion  was  necessarily  strengthened,  by  the  in- 
structions received  from  the  Directors,  for  commendng  a  war 
against  the  Mogul  and  King  of  Siam,  of  which  the  general 
ol^ect  was  to  rajse  them  from  a  precarious  dependency  oa 
Phirmaunds,  to  become,  at  Bombay,  at  Madras,  and  at  Chit- 
tagoug  (if  it  could  be  acquired}^  Segejtcies,  or  seats  of  power 
aind  trade,  wluch,  under  the  Royal  prelection,  might  balance 
the  similar  establishments  of  the  Dutch  in  Java,  and  the 
Eastern  Islands. 

The  foreign  Governments  of  the  Company  had,  besides, 
seen  the  armament  arrive,  bringing  letters  to  the  Mogul, 
desiring  of  that  Sovereign,  redress  of  the  grievances  expe- 
rienced from  the  Governors  of  Surat,  and  the  Nabobs  and 
Hiousdars  in  JBengal;  and  had  felt,  even  at  Madras,  the 
menaces  of  ruin  which  the  Mogul,  after  his  conquest  of 
Visiapore  and  Golcondah,  was  holding  over  them,  but  had 
escaped  from  the  efl^s  of  those  menaces,  rather  by  circum^ 
stances  in  their  enemy's  wars,  than  by  power  to  ward  them 
offf  or  to  resist  them,  and  therefore  were  unprepared  for  a 
change  "at  home,  which,  in  a  remote  country,  they  could  as 
■  little  cwnprehend,  as  believe. 

In  the  domestic  Annals  it  was  noticed,  that,  on  the  first 
appearance  of  the  armament  in  Holland,  the  Court  were 
ja^vented  from  dispatching  their  ships,  by   the  crews  being 

impressed 
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impreflsol  into  the  King's  service,  and  that  the  equip-  *J^fi^^* 
ments  of  the  season  wtre  suspended  for  many  monthsj  hence  1688-89.. 
the  anxieties  of  the  Greneral  and  his  Council,  at  Bombay,  were 
on  the  utmost  stretch,  for,  at  this  juncture,  the  expedition  sent 
to  Bengal  had  miscarried,  and  the  Agents  at  Snrat  were 
under  control,  and  even  imprisoned,  by  the  Governor,  who 
had  deceived  them  by  a  pretended  fcruce,  or  treaty. 

It  was  onder  these  distressing  oircumstanoes,  that,  on 
the  7th  June  1689,  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Surat  informed' 
the  Court,  they  had  ret^ived  a  report  from  a  Dutch 
vessel  Ayhu  Batavia,  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  had  landed^ 
with  a  large  army,  taid  had  made  a  conquest  of  England  :-^— 
these  reports  they  held  to  be  as  vague,  as  impossible,  and  in- 
tended, probably,  to  add  to  their  embarrassments,  (nm  the 
cahunitous  occurrences  in  the  war  with  the  Mogid. 

This  disbelief,  however,  was  soon  shaken,  by  the  letters-^ 
from  the  Court,  of  the  5th  December  1688^  confirming  the 
report,  that  the  tVioce  had  actually  landed  in  England,. 
and  that  affiurs  at  home  were  in  the  greatest  confusion ;: 
— ^intelligence  which  could  not  fail  to  distract  a  Presidency 
hke  Bombay,  in  a  remote  situation,  ignorant  of  the  conduct 
they  ought  to  pursue,  and,  therefbre,  they  could  only  express 
their  attachment  to  their  country,  and  apologize  for  any  con- 
fitsi<A  that  might  appear  in  their  commovial  invoices.  Id- 
this  painful  uncertainty,  tiiey  remained  for  many  months,  for. 


It  Toe  drcamsxances    wuicii    uaenoKu   uie  xuswiuuua    m 

England,  as  a  great  national  event,  authenticated  by  public 

records,  be  compared  with  the  effects  of  that  erent  on  Ae 

East-India  Comi»ny,  at  home  and  abroad,  drawn  from  the 

VOL.  jj.  4  Q  undisguised 
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while  their  Presidencies  abroad,  under  the  calamitons  events  9^^ 
which  had  disappointed  their  hopes  of  becotning  an  Indepen-  *"®^ 
dent  Power  in  the  East-Indies,  mingled  their  conunercial  pru- 
dence with  loyal  deference   to  the  enlightened    and  public 
spirit,  which  had  placed  the  British  Constitution  on  new  and 
broad  foundations.  ^'' 

(1) — ^Letten  from  the  Gcnonl  uid  CoatM^  to  the  Deputy  Goremor  of  Bombay,  7tb 
Jane,  and  26th  December  16B9,  and  33d  June  iGgo.-  ■  ■  Letten  from  the  Preudencj 
•r  Fort  St  Oeorge  to  the  CooR,  2lJt  September  IGSQ,  and  Ut  Fcbnurjr  1699-00.— ~ 
Lcttet  from  the  fteiideiicj  of  Fort  St.  Geiwge  to  tlte  Graenl  ud  Coancil  at  BoaUMf, 
JkDoair  i€88-sg. 


4Q3 


AWALS  OF  rOE  HOKO&ABLB 


XC:^-  Ip  flie  reauUs  from  &e  detaU  of  events,  aflecting  the 

KistTLTS  rViitg  and  trade  of  the  London  East-Dldia  Company,  from 
eriing  deuil  their  estaUisbment  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  tin  ReMOraiion  of 

of  eveati,  u-  ^      -» 

certaiaingtha  Charlcs  IL,  afforded  inferences  exhibiting  the  actual  state  of 

Company  * 

TigbtM.  from  £ast-Indian  afiairs,  those  which  may  be  drawn  from  the 


lotioD, 

i6e8-89.  ^^  history  of  the  £last-lDdia  Company.  In  connecting  this 
authenticated  information^  it  must  always  be  recollected,  that 
tlie  Company  had,  hy  thor  Charters,  been  rested  with  the 
perpetual  right  of  being  a  Corporate  Bt>dy,  with  succession, 
And  the  temporary  light  of  enjoying  exclusive  privileges  of 
trade,   on  a  Joint  Stock. 

Z— From  the  preceding  detiul  of  events  it  appears,  that, 
from  the  changing  aspects  of  the  political  relations  between 
England  and  the  Maritime  Powers,  having  trade  or  Factories 
in  liie  East-Indies,  the  London  East-India  Company  could 
not  adopt  fixed  regulations,  either  for  the  administraticm  of 
their  afiairs  in  Europe  or  in  India ;  but  were  oMiged,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  to  adopt  broader  or  nurower  commer- 
cial plans,  corresponding  with  the  encouragement  or  depression 
which  they  experienced  at  home,  or  the  encouragement  or 
opposition  which  they  expected,  or  received,  abroad,  from  the 

Sovereigns, 
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Sovereigns,  or  their  Governors,  in  the  countries  in  whidi  the   chap,  il 
seats  of  their  trade,  or  Factories,  were  situated.  *     results. 

IL — ^That,  on  the  Restoration,  or  there-establishment 
of  the  ancient  Grovemment  of  Engkind,  under  King  Choiieft 
n.,  the  great  objects  with  which  he  commenced  his  reign 
were^  firsts  the  adoption  of  the  Act  of  Navigation,  whidi 
was  of  so  much  importance  to  the  commercial  interests 
«f  the  realm,  and,  next,  the  revival  of  the  ftnrmer  treaties 
with]  the  European  .States,  ta  esitablish  a  Balance  of  Power 
on  the  continait  of  Eufope ; — that  thotigh,  under  this  pdn- 
<;iple,  treaties  were  formed  between  England,  the  Stated.  Ge- 
neral^ France^  Spain,  and  Portngal^  yet^^  v&y  early  in  his 
rdgn,  the  King  gave  proofs  of  political  partitditiesy  '  aad^ 
therefore,  excited  political  jealousies ;  for,  at  one  time,  he 
supported  the  Dutch  in  repdling  the  invaskxis  of  France^ 
that  the  States  General,  and  the  north  ^  Germany,  mi^t 
not  fall  imder  the  dominion  or  control  of%  tiiat  ambitious 
monarchy;  and,  at  another,  he  d^ressed.  them,  and  ^af- 
forded  to  France  an  opportunity  to  extend  her  northern  fitm* 
tier;  and  thus,  though  the  Treaties  <>f  Breda  and  Nime* 
guen  ,partiaUy  promoted  the  aggrandizement  of  France,  and 
though  the  King  still  kept  in  view  the  principle  Jof  a  Balance 
of  Power,  yet  neither  the  one,  nor  the  oth^r  of  those  tpieaties^ 
sufficientiy  guarded  against  the  ^JM^rpacJiments  ^  .France^ 
or  of  the  States  General,  oi^,  tlye;  coloiiies  or  stfftleiiieits  of 

England^ 


1! 
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for  the  reparation  of  wrongs,  or  for  the  redress  of  injuries  in    CHAIUt. 
the  East-Indies.  results. 

V. — That  the  treaty  of  Alliance  and  Marriage,  between 
Portugal  and  England,  by  which  Bombay  and  its  dependen- 
cies were  ceded  to  King  Charles  II.,  though  specious  in  its 
conditions,  was  in  practice  inefficient,  for  the  Portuguese  were 
as  jealous  of  the  English,  as  they  were  inimical  to  the  Dutch; 

Whence  the  armament  sent  to  take  possession  of  Bombay  was 

obstructed    equally  by  the  friends,  and  by  the  enemies  of 
England ;  and  the  Island  of  Bombay,  only,  but  not  its  de- 
pendencies, at  last  ceded,  on  conditions  not  less  repugnant 
to  the  treaty  itself,  than  to  the  object  of  the  King,  in  ac- 
quiring for  the  nation  seats  of  trade  and  power  in  the  East- 
Indies.    The  jealousies,  thus,  of  the  Portuguese  destroyed  the 
commercial  bahmce  in  the  East-Indies,    which  it  was  the 
object  of  the  treaty  to  establish ;  and  rendered  Bombay,  when 
it  was  granted  by  the  King,  to  the  London  East-India  Com- 
pany, an  inefficient  and  unproductive  seat  of  power  and  trade. 
yl, — ^That,  in  all  the  commercial  and  marine  treaties, 
between  England  and  the  States  General,  though  the  con- 
ditions stipulated  by    the  contracting  parties  were  observed 
in  Europe,  the  articles,  as  far  as  they  checked  the  Dutch 
system  of  exclusion,    were  uniformly  evaded    in    the  East- 
Indies,   and  that,    by  a  commanding  maritime  force,   and 
considerable  military  establishments,  the  Dutch  persevered  in  • 
the  taxi  plan  of  maintaining  their  exclusive  possession  of  the 

Spice 


^6  ANNALS   OF  THE  HONOHABLE  . 

CHAP.  If.  jr.— That  the  East-India  Company,  after  finding  *Phir- 

RESVLTS.  maunds,  or  grants  of  privil^^s,  and  exemptions  irom  cnstoniSi 
insufficient  to  protect  either  the  seats  of  their  trade,  or  the 
transit  of  their  goods,  through  the  interior  prorinces,  resolved 
to  commence  hostilities  agiunst  the  Mogul,  and  to  assume  the 
rank  of  an  Independent  Power,  by  constituting  Megencies  at 
Bombay  and  Fort  St.  George,  and  a  similar  Regency  at  Chit- 
tagong,  should  the  large  armament  sent  to  the  East-Indies, 
succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  that  staition : — that,  to  con- 
solidate this  system,  it  was  necessary  to  incur  the  charges  of 
erecting  fortifications  and  maintaining  garrisons,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Itradcj  and  not  less,  so,  to  have,  in  the  Indian  Seas, 
a  naval  force,  superior  to  that  possessed  by  any  of  the  Native, 
Princes,  and  equal  to  resist  (in  the  event  of  war  in  Europe} 
the  armaments  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  having  Settlements  or 
trade  in  the  East-Indies. 

XL — That,  at  the  close  of  this  period,  when  the  Revo- 
lution established  the  free  constitutional  government  of  the 
realm,  the  Court  of  Committees,  or  Directors,  at  home,  ob- 
served the  commercial  caution  and  prudence  which  were  dic- 
tated to  them  by  their  particular  duty,  of  acting  for  the 
interests-  of  a  great  commercial  body,  of  whose  rights  they 
were  the  guardians^  add  as  they  had,  from  their  establish- 
ment, on  no  occasion,  been  parties  in  the  changes  which  the 
government  of  their  country  had  experienced,  they  directed 
their  whole  views  to  the  maintenance  of  their  trade,  and  the 

preservation 
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preservation  of  their  settlements^  a  line  of  conduct  in  which  charit. 
they  were  imitated  by  their  foreign  Presidencies  and  Agencies ;  results. 
— but  when  events^  in  their  native  country,  called  upon  them 
to  act  for  the  general  interests  of  the  nation,  they  united  in 
loydtjr  »d  in  principles,  in  H.p«.™g  and  in  supporting,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  the  free  constitution,  which  this  great 
event  so  happily  accomplished. 


END  OF  VOL.   II. 
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